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PREFACE, 


Ir was In cempllanee with the wiſhes and 
advice of ſeveral judielous friends of Preſident 
Bring, that the bempllatlen of theſe memolrs 

was undertaken, An Intimate gequalntanee with 
the Prefident, obtalned by « reſſdenee of four 
yours at the Unlyerfiy, as hls pupil; by 8 ſubs 
quent reſidence there, av & tutor 3 Þy s cor» 
reſpondenge with him for ſeyeral years j and by 


vantages for the delineation of nid character, 
which many perſons, otherwiſe better qualified 
by ſuperlor age und talents, could not poſſeſi, 
f Theſe advantages, however, would not, alone, 
have imboldened me to attempt fo arduous and 
delicate a talk, 


The Prefident, by his laſt will, left me the 
yle of his cabinet of manufcripts, conſiſting of 
forty volumes. On the receipt of them, above 
| a year after his death, I began, with what dilk 

| gence my health and profeſſional labours would 


damit, to examine them; and judged, in the 


reſult, that they furniſhed copious materials for 

the biography of their Author, With theſe 
materials in my hands, and hoping that, ſuch * : 

ehe "IR ny 


an alliance with hls family j gave mo ſome ads 


W p A EAR. 


work would ſubſerve the intereſts of Religion 
and of Science, I no n Ar. to n 
take it. 


From the numerous MITT it has been 
my ſtudious aim to ſelect the moſt charaQeriſtic 
paſſages, and to make the Preſident, as far as 
poſlible, his own biographer. f The chrono- 
logical order, which ſeemed the moſt natural, 
has been ſtrictly followed. The facts, however 
miſcellaneous, are related as they ariſe. In giv- 
ing ſa complex and diverſified a character, as 
that of Preſident Stiles, this method muſt, in 
ſome inſtanges, cauſe the narrative to appear 
abrupt and deſultory. No plan could compriſe 
all advantages, : : this ſeemed to. compriſe the 
moſt, _ It exhibits the 1 man, like himſelf, attend, 
ing to a vaſt, variety gf reſearches and putſuits, 
with an activity and comprehenſion ſeldom 


united; oy with a rapidity of tranſition, which, 


though it might derange the plans, and obſtru& 
the improvement, of moſt men, was, in this in- 
ſtance, connected with order and unity, and 
with a | Angular progreſs in nn $96 
| vue. IF | 


If any Inconyentence mould N the want 
of a ſyſtematic arrangement of the ſubjects diſ. 
cuſſed, or r the tralts delineated ; it will be 
remedied by an index, at the cloſe of the book, 
wid to its We contents. 


Excepting 


2 A =. 


Excepting ſome verbal alterations little frees 
dom has been uſed with the original, in the ex; 
tracts from letters and other manuſcripts of the | 


Preſident. Written, in his uſual manner, with 
rapidity, the reader may expect to find them 
more diſtinguiſhed for * eaſe, OW for 


ſtudied elegance, 


The curious enquirer will naturally wiſh ta 
know the replies to many queries, taken from 
the Preſident's letters to the Literati in foreign 
countries, Had it been poſlible, the deſire 
ſhould have been gratified, But, whether thoſe 
letters, or their anſwers, miſcarried; or, wheth« 
er the perſons addreſſed were not ſufficiently in- 
quiſitive, or had not leiſure, or abilities, to make 
the defired reſearches ; or to whatever cauſe it 
is to be aſcribed z no replies have been diſcov. 
ered. The queſtions, however, characterize the 
enquirer z and they may be found worthy of 
the future attention of the learned world. In 
both theſe yiews, they appeared to merit me 
oration, | 


The reader, not verſed in claſſical jaruing, 
will pardon the inſertion of many articles ro- 
| lating to 8018Nox, when he conſiders, that theſe 
are the memoirs of a literary character, and of 
a Prefident of a Univerſity ; and the ſcientific 
reader, it is charitably hoped, will require no 
apology for the inſertion of much LION, 

IBS" When 


. like Phidias's name in his ſhjeld, into the char 
acter which it delineates z and that, in the 
judgment of the compiler, the unian of Platy 
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when he conſiders, that this work is deſigned to 


promote it; that religion was indelibly wrought, 


with Learning forms the bl h c 
wy ning | welt ae "Me 


Panuninor 0000 
zily 11 | 


1 ag 
5 1 9 
; Tie nd 1 


HN 


c 
4 
14 . 117 f 1 1 - 
14 : 1 | Q ; 7 311 dif 7 1 N 
N f 


* "7 (2 © 6 4 144 THEE 16 16 Hart - 


UE CE TTY 


Amer! oY ene nes en 
4 ; ; # "os i a : 
{7 | + WILL 1" EC: 4 q 1 
2 5 7 


„ 


whoſe character, If delineated, would furniſh 
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Thu LIFE of 


PRESIDENT STIL ES. 


H hiſtory of MAN ls one of 
WW. the moſt Inſtructive branch. = 
e of knowledge. Whatever 

YT + elucldates the human charac= 


FN ter is not unworthy ef no- 
"Ry In the vale of obſcurity there often 
ſprings up a child of — er of vlrtue, 


Inſtructlon and entertalnment to the world. 
But ſuch humble names hiſtory ſeldom re- 
cords, It le, Indeed, an humlllating fat, 


| that even eminent virtue, unaccompanied 
with power and greatneſs, rarely receives 


that 


he exploits of the great men of anclent 
mes. Painting and Statuary, with emulate 


uz and thelr praiſes are dall 


8 THE LIFE Of 1 
that tribute of public" eſteem and «pplanſe, 


Which it juſtly elalms. "The hero ie 'Withots 
talized, while the philoſopher and the Chri- 


tlan are ſuffered to paſt Into oblivion. | 


The heathen hiſtorlans carefully recorded 


lug (kill, preſerited thelr exact reſemblances 
to Alden poſterity, Orators, in lofty pane⸗ 


Fyrle, proelalmed thelr funeral eulegſes to 
ereweaed audlterles. Poets celebrated thelr 
Pfralſes in herole verfe, Names, fo variouſly 


preſerved, ſo ſtudleufly extelled, efeaped the 
ravages of time, 'Thelr fame has reached 
! relierated. 
The more ſubſtantial, though leſk brillant, 
worth of many men, in modern tlmes, hab 
been overlooked in the ſplendour of antiqul- 

The age, however, which boaſts its re- 


— in civilization, ought to reſpect the 


milder virtues j and the nation, which has ex- 
enced the ſalutary influence of Chriſtians 
4 ought to venerate the Chriſtian character 
Under, theſe impreſſions, the writer . 
humbly attempt to preſerve from oblivion, 
and to propoſe for imitation, the character 9 
« man, who ſhone with e lu 
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By her he had fix children, of whom Kenla 


= would ſurvive the 


PRESIDENT STILES, „ 
in the elrele of civil ſoelety, in the republic 


el letters, and in the church of Chriſt, 


"EZRA STIL ES was born at North- Haven, 
n Connectleut, on the tenth day of Decem- 


| ber, 172. His father was the Reverend Iſaac 
| Selles, whoſe 


grandfather, John Stiles, wWas 
brought, while an infant, from Milbroke, In 
Bedfordthire, in England, In 163% by his 


father, John Helles, who ſettled at Windſor, 
In Connetleut, In 1645 His mother was a 
daughter ef the Reverend Edward Taylor, of 


Weſtfield, In Maſſachuſetts, whe eame from 
ngland te Amerlea j and, In 1693, married 
Ruth 6 5 a daughter of the Honourable 


yllys, of Hartford, In Conneftieuty 


was the fifth, She was married to the Rew 


erend Iſnac Stiles, of North-Haven, in June, 
1725} and dled in child-bed, December 15, 


172), leaving Ezra, her only child. 

Born with a feeble coriſtitution, he was, 
from his infancy, ſubje& to infirrhitles j and 
it long remalned doubtful, whether he 
oul | age of childhood. But 
the prov! dence of God preſerved, through 
this ctitlcat' period,” a Ife deſtined for future 
uſefultieſi and eminence, In his ſubſequent 
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years, a reflettion on theſe early ger 
ences of the divine care and protection very 
ſenſibly affected his heart with gratitude to 
the Preferver of men. 
_ His puerlle age, unfrultful in ineldents 
of Importanee, furniſhes nethlug materlal, 
worthy of preſervation, The tradition, 
however, in the place of his natlvity, la, 
That he was diſtinguiſhed from all the ath« 
er children of his age, by his good lus 
mour, and engaging manners; that he had 
a ſtrong memory, from his childhood; that, 
though he did not, at firſt, diſcover a fond» 
neſs for ſtudy, he was no ſooner initiated 
in the rudiments of knowledge, than he be- 
came delighted with his book; and that his 
progreſs was ſo rapid, as to allow him con- 
ſiderable time for the aſſiſtance of his ſchook- 
fellows, and for his own. amuſement. 


- . : * 
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AT. the age of nine years he em "Þ 
learn his Latin grammar z and, having fin- 


iſhed his preparatory ſtudies, under the in- 
ſtrucllon 


PRESIDENT STHLES tr 


ſtructlon of his father, at twelve he was pre⸗ 
pared to enter e6llege.” An admiſſion at ſe 
early an age being judged inexpedient, he 
_ Walted three years longer 3 and in Septem- 
ber, 1442, entered Yale College, in the ffs 
| teenth+ year of his age, His prineipal tu- 
tor was Mr, Darling, a man of abilities and 
af ſelence, He lived to ſee his pupil plac! 


odd at the head of that ſeminary, where he 
had aſſiſted in forming his mind to knowl- 


edge and virtue. A mutual friendſhip, 
which commenced at this early period, was 


and heightened 'the pleaſure of the" even- 
ing of their days ir nth Rn 
A ſmall eſtate in Glaſtenbury Adbtg 
te him in right of his mother, his father 
aer ** in 174 * ha pany the ung yo 
— ee M09: en His 


* — — Eſquire, died at Err 
the vicinity of New- Haven; Nov, 30, 1789, tat. 70. 


He was not more diſtinguiſhed, for the ſtrength of his 


intellectual powers, than for modeſty, candout, chatity, 
and the ſtricteſt integrity. In private Be) from which 
dhe juſteſt eſtimate of life is drawn, hg was moſt reſpect- 
able and apzable, In public life he filled N ces 
with equal Uigtity ahd” Ride ty. His abllities ſhone to 
aUrattage, * 
ouſly attended to the evidences of Chriſtianity, he Was 
fully perſuaded of its truth and importance, and adorns 
ed his profeſſion of it by an exemplary life, 


ripened: afterward into a cordial affection; 


a ſtateſman and a judge. Having aud 


A 
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His education; but, from ſome cauſe now 
unknown, he did not receive all the avails | 
college, was rendered dependent, in a degree, 
on the e of friends. A youth of 
a"fine genius, of amiable manners, and | 
a promiſing character, eaſily found thoſe 
who had a diſpoſition, as well as ability, 
to..patroniſe him. Preſident Clap, among 
others, was his friend and benefactor j and, 
dy various acts of friendſhip, leſſened the 
expences of his education. With what 
improvement to himſelf, and advantage to 
the world, he employed hls time at the 
univerſity, will appear in the ſequel. Natu- 
rally inquiſitive z fond of hopks, perhape to 
an extreme; patient of 'application ;. and de- 
lighted always with literary ſoelety y the ace» 
demie life muſt have been peculiarly cans 
genial to hie quvenlle mind, It was by thore 
oughly avalling himſelf of this happy pe- 
rlod and of theſe propltlous advantages, that 
he lald the foundation of his mm 
and diſtinctlon 1 


The veſtiges of his ruhend with del 


lege, are not now eaſlly traced, Voure 


0 en bee are diſcernible in hls 
| obſervations . 
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obſervations on a comet, which. appeared in 
the beginning of his Sophimore year; in an 
account taken at the ſame time, of the num» 
ber, periods, diſtances, velocity, and other 
properties of the comets ; in numerous 
geometrical menſurations; in the calcula» 
tions of eclipſes ; and in a copious chrono» 
| logical compendium of the hiſtory of the 
a, and New Teſtaments. AN 

Having finiſhed his academic courſe, by the 
appointment of the Preſident, he delivered 
the elloſophlc“ oration, in the College Hall, 
at the public examination of his claſs for the 


Y degree of Bachelor of Arts, This appoint« 


ment was a 


very honourable one j and, albney 


rds preſumptive; evidence of hi ganetal 


ſ{eholarſhip 3 for it was required of: the ores = 
tor, who had this part aſſigned him, to ex 
hibit a view of the — of IRerature, 
which had been the ſubje& of claſſical ſtud 
les, In the ſeveral. ſtages of education at tha. 
univerſity, At the ſubſequent Commetee. 
ment, September 3d, 1946, at che age of 
nineteen, he recelved the degree of Bachalor 
4 Aae On! oy a; had ay dif. 


I | tingulſhed - 


4 belle glate term, applied to an Ovation on ine Ada 
and deen, delivered — ak an examination in July. 


would admit; and, at that period, the can - 


duty land pen of miktng a Chriſtlan 
profeſſtion he did not, like many ſtudents in 
theology delay It, till an entranee inte- the 
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tinguiſhed a part, as a ſyllogiſtic/ exerciſe: | 


didates for the firſt degree had no higher 


- exerciſe at Commencement, except a ſaluta- 


tory.oration.” He was reſpondent in defence 
of the following b5/4, which was afterward; I 
ſanctioned by his maturer Judgment, and = 
defended by his abler penn | 
Jus regum non eft jure divino Aneta pine 
The hereditary right of ae is vat of 
divine authority“ eee 
While an eee e 10 Gosch Ip unt; 
the Grit, yet among the firſt of his eqntema 
porürieg; and when he proceeded Nuchelor 
of Arts} he was eſteemod one of the moſt 
perfect ſcholars that had ever recelyed, the 


honours of this ſeminar y. a hat 


ay his rellgloue prindptes to 
be'fentled; and Impreffed with a ſenſe of the 


but, thus 


deſk" Mould render It neceſſuty 


curly ehfeſſed Chriſt before meſa Pubs! 


Key * himſelf to God. On h 
bo ria: nz; at „dec A lf 


4. Profeſſor Meigs Funeral 'Oration on rden Wy 


at tlie Commencement after his death. 


PRESIDENT STILES. tg 


23d of November, after lis graduation, he 
was admitted, by his father, a member of 
the church in North-Haven. 

Allured by the inviting circumſtances & 
the library, and literary ſociety, at News 
Haven, he now returned to the ſeat of ſei- 
ence, the honours of which he had recently 
received.* To facilitate thoſe ſcientific pur- 
| ſaits, which were the delight of his ſoul, and 

thoſe valuable acquiſitions on which "ik fu- - 
ture uſefulneſs depended, a new benefactor 
now providentially appeared. In 17475 
Captain David e of New-Hawen, 

who b . 
* Artium Bacealaurentu adornatus, d ſodalitlo et con» 


ſuetudine ucademlea difcedebam, Citò autem reverſlyy | 
apud Ades Valenſes, ib eruditorum otlum et conſortium 


eum ſumma Mag tull, imo terdeelm annow 
Preſident Stiles“ M8, h 


| " This was the qelebrated Oeneral Wooſter, who, 49 
terward diſtinguiſhed himfelf, by his courage und mil. 
tary abilities In the revolutionary war. He was born ut 
Atratford in Connectleut, In 1911, and graduate dt 

Vale Collage, in 1736. Havings from, the time of the 
war agalnſt Bpain, in 1739, to che French wary in v4 
0 


rin, through the ſeverul military grudationy, to t 

rank of o6lonel j at the commencement of hoſtilltles 

Greaz-Britain, in 1775, he was appointed to the chief 

command of the troops in the ſervice of Connectieut, 

and made eee in the continental forvied. 
* N In 


„ k 1 % 


who married a daughter of Preſident Clap, 
invited him to live in his N during his 
abſence at Louiſburg. 
What attention he now paid to the regu- 
lation of his heart and life, appears in the 
following rules, which he drew UP, at ng 
tne, for his own uſe. 3 
2 « Ratio vivendi. e 
„% In every ation and ſtation of life, 
a with judgment, prudence, calmneſs, and 
good humour of mind. 4 

2. Endeavour to make the buſineſs of 
your life your pleaſure, as well as your em- 
ployment. Labor igſe voluptas. 
3. Be contented with whatever condi- 
ton and circumſtances Providence ſhall allot 
vou in the world; and therein endeavour, 


KW. gi 4? 


ſome way or other, to be uſeful to 3 
fellow-men. 


4 Perſuade yourſelf, that to live; accord- 
ing to the dictates of Reafon and Religion 


* the e and N the a Way, to five 
W e . ily it 
oa» b n eee en 
militia. of ConneQicut. At the head of bis ſoldiers, - 
N poling a detachment of Britiſh 8, Tk objedt was | 
to deſtroy the public ſtores at Dan n he was föttally 
wounded, April 27th, 1777, at „ and ry 
May 2d, at NO 


rss Exe er 17 
in this world and to lay a fe unde 
happineſs in Ns other,” hs 
OR xtirpate all vicious inclinations ; | 601. 

vate and . the mind with -ufefill 
- Peri lege, an inure it to virtuous habjts 

think, live, and is, rationally here, that you 
| may. be progreſlively Froparing tf for heavy ven. 
\Nulla dies Ane linea,” a: fag 

I0o theſe roles of hits own he added * 
wu others, from Pythagoras, Socrates, Cicero, 
| and Watts. The excellent Golden'Verſge” 
of Pythagoras made a part of this ſelectlon. 
A few of the reſt, which he appears to have 
ſacredly reſpected in his future life, are Hete 
ſubjoined. Ahe beſt method, ſays Soe- 
rates to his Pupil Aleibiades, * that you can 
| make 'uſe of; to draw bleſfings from heaven 
upon yourſelf, and to render your prayers | 
acceptable, will be, to live in a.conſtant Prac-⸗ 
dee of your duty toward the gods, and 
toward men. Bene oraſſe eſt hene 
Ayguille,” | To. have prayed well i is, to have 
| Kudied! Well. Non enim tam auQtotita- 
tis in ffoutando: quam rations! an 
anion wet” Not 10 v 1 
tity 1b ut 0 Wet. 1 PL F uf 
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to a candid. and obliging manner, in all your 
converſation z and acquire the art of pleaſing 
_ addreſs, even when you teach, as well as 
| When you learn, and when you oppoſe, as well 
as when, you aſſert and prove.” WaATTs, 
He «loſes the whole with a noble ſentiment 
and reſolution : -* F conſider myſelf as a cit- 
izen of the intellectual world, and a ſubject 
of its almighty Law-giver and Judge; by 
Him I am placed upon an honourable theas 
tre of action, to ſuſtain, in the ſight of mor- 
tal and immortal beings, that chäracter and 
part which He ſhall aſfign me, in order to 
my being trained up for perfection and im- 
mortality; and ſhall, therefore, from this 
tinie forth, devote my life to the ſervice * 
God, my country, and mankind.” ' 
In 1749, he was choſen a Tutor of Yale 
College, and was inducted into office on the 
| *5th of May. This was the completion of 
| his withes ; * truly,“ to uſe his own words, 
not ſo much for the honour of the office, 
' as for the advantage of a longer relldangy, at 
de Sent of the Muſes,” 
Im the two preceding years, Doctor Franks | 
. had' made hie firſt experiments ln elec- 


1705 ut dds hag and in the ſpring: af 
this. 
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4 this year, he ſent an electrical apparatus to 


nor could any thing have furniſhed him with 


Yale College. Nothing could have been 
more opportune than this, to Mr. Stiles; 


a more delightful ſource of philoſophical en- 
tertainment. In connexion with his fellows 
tutors, he made a variety of curious experi· 
ments, above twenty of which are entered 
in his manuſcripts. Theſe were the firſt 
electrical experiments made in New-England. 
© Having received a licenſe from the News 
Hayen Aſſociation of miniſters, he preached 
his firſt ſermon at Weſt-Haven, in June. 


1 At the public Commencement, in September, 


he received the degree of Maſter of Arts, 
and pronounced a valediQory oration, | 


1 3 


A. D. „Merz To MDCGLVI. £ 
Krav. XXIII ro XXIX. a | 


IN April, 1950, he took a Journ _ 
preached to the Houſatunnuk Indians, at 
Stockbridge, Whether curioſity prompted, 
or Ill health | neceſſitated, this, tour, it occa- 
ſioned an Importunate application, to him, 
was! the "Op for propagating e Goſpel 
_— 


\ 
\ 


i 
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among the Indians, to undekteke the milch 
to this tribe, as ſucceſſor to the Reverend 
Mr. Sergeant. 80 familiar wWwas he in his 
 addrefs; fo admirably did he accommodate 
himſelf to the various manners, habits, and 
prejudices, of the different claſſes, and even 
of the different nations, of men; it is not 
ſtrange, that his ſervices were follelted for 
this important and difficult ſtation. With 
theſe rare qualifications, had he accepted 
the invitation, he would unqueſtionably have 
been an eminent apoſtle of thoſe American 
heathen, But, his health being ny. | 

ſo arduous a ſervice, he detlined it, ; 
On the 12th of December, he pronounced. 
Latin funeral e in honour of Gov- 
ernor 


The Rev, John Sergeant was been gt Newark, in 
Ne- Jerſey, and eduented at Yule College, Where he 
graduated in 1729. In 1731, he was elected a Tutor in 
that ſeminary, in which office he continued four years, 

In 173% he commenced the Indian million, In which he 
ſpent the remainder of hls life, He Uled July 25th, 1949, 
tat. 49 having been 40 {a ſurpriſing inſtanee of labour, | 
induſtry, and fulthſulneſs, t in U R ok und good, wth 
to which he was called.“ e 


+ Aſter awathetlc evordlant, he. proves the noveliity „ 
ſdeſetſes, and of lu, Having obſerved, that the diſtri- 


butlon of — into Welles is an ithitution of Nas 
e 
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ernor Law, which was printed; and from 
W which the motto for this work was ſeleCted, . 

E This oration furniſhes a pleaſing proof of, 
| his ene 1 of his a pe talents, 


1 5 thus proceeds with equal Aude and Iublimity: | 
« Quid autem per immenſam hang, quam ſpectamus, 
Vniverſitatem rerum, tum cæleſtibus tum terrenis inveni- 
mus, quod non ſociale quiddam arguit atque enuntiat ? 
NA'TURAM enim eſſe fecialem, manifeſtius quid wary 
ipſa Natura evincere poſlit ? Que enim Entibus uni: 
verſis ſubſiſtit Connexio aut Relatio? Animalia vel = 
nutiſſima ceteris ſuperioribus, ſuperiora invicem inferiorts 
| bus quodammodo - ſervientia —inferiora hominibus z 
W propriis/ familiis homines z ſingule familia cuidam ſocje» : 
ati publics z ſocietates municipiis z municipia regno 3 
MF regna orbi ; orbes ſyſtemati i ſyſtemata UNIVERSO z , 
et omnia DEO “. Aſter ſhewing the excellence of the 
laws and government of Connecticut, he obſerves that, 
good rulers have always been deemed worthy of ſpecial 
honour, Having produced examples from the ancient 
| Hebrews, the Romans, and others, to confirm, the pro- 
priety of ſuch eſtimation, he thus ſententiouſly character - 
izes the Governors of Connecticut. “ Itaque chars erunt 
ſemper et honoraris nobiſcum memorige Præfectorum 
nokulna et charaReres celeherrimorum, qui nonaginta 
jam annis, vel & Churtd Libertatum noſtrarum dat, am- 
pliſimum magiſtratum gerebant, et hancce Colonlam 
integerrimo honore guberndrunt, Qul omnes, etiamfl 
 fingulari quadam virtute propritſque meritis percelluere, _ 
tamen felleiſſimè gubernandi ratlone arteque, proc 
lentem LAW eundtis antecellere pend ab omnibus cone 
ceſſum arbitror, | Comparatio Privileglorum et chars | 
Conmeettenterium Libertatis, noſtro Patrono, qui à Rege 
Carolo 
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and of his familiar acquaintance with that 
lunguage, which, for ſeveral centuries, has 
been the principal medium of diffuſing 
knowledge through the learned world. He 
wrote this language with a ren faeil 


y, 


code Arunds impetrabat, Aignimo WINTHROP 
tribuatur. Sit honos Proceribus Proaviſque noſtris hu. 
manifiimis LEET, TREAT, et WINTHROP fecundo, 
qi fideliſimd tranquillam adminiſtrutionem coriſecutifunit. 
Nee immemores erimus fummi illius vir perilluſtria 
8ALTON8TALL, qui Jitdiciale Forum erexit circulate, 
et bis quotannls per totum Colofilam Haberl Inſtituebut 4 
neenon noſtram Soeletatem multis decoravit honeribus, 
Regiminis autem ſuplentls, manſuetl et integerrim! 


TALCOTT, omni fanAitate ae pletate vitl, memoriam 1 | 
_ retfnemus gratam. Ped gloria confervande Reipublies, 


tonfuflones fortiter et elementer adminiſtrande, fit ſoll, 
faptentl, et Iluſtrimme LAW.“ Geverner Law Wutz 
born at Milford, in Cennectleut, in 164, And educated 
— ere. College, where he graduated in 1695, On 
th of Geverner Baltonftall, in 174, he was chofen 
pokes nt-Governor, and Chief Judge of the Superior 
Court, In 1941, he was elefted Governor, Hy died, 
Nov, 6, 1196, Mtat, 99, His fioveſſors in offles ow” 
Roger a9 avg + from 171 te ½%᷑ 
Thamas Viteh, from 1774 10 76% 
William Pitkin, from 1776 to 1769. 
15 Jonathan Trumbull, from 1969 to 18064. any 
Matthew Gridwold, from 1784 to 178). 
Samuel Huntington, from e | 
Oliver Wolcott, from 1796 to 1797. 


4e poritd per procetias Iniettinns perten dense (WIEN 
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bed, and with a purity. and elegance that 
would have honoured the age of Auguſtus. * 

In 1751, the dyſentery prevailing at New- 
Haven, he was ſeized with it, and his life 
imminently endangered ; but, by the bleſl- 
ing of God, he recovered. | 

In the ſummer of 1752, he was ſubjeRt 
ed to a hectie complaint. This was the 
W fiftieth year from the firſt Commencement 
| at Yale College, holden in September, 1703. 
At the Preſident's deſire, he compoſed 4 
Latin half- century otatlon for 5 Com- 
W mencement j though ſo deeply in deeline, 
WY 64 t6 render it doubtful, Whether he would 
be able to proteunee it. One of hls fellow. 
WF tutors, therefore, committed It to memory, 
to deliver It for him, that this era might not 
| paſs without celebratlon, With diMeulty, 
however, he dellvered It himſelf. 
"This year he was Invited to a ſettlement 
in the winlitry at Kenſington j but he de- 
ned the Invltatlon. The exerelſe 'of 
9975 belng ptejudiclal to hls health, hd 
determined to purſue the profeſſion of the 
uw, and applied himſelf to the ſtudy of it 
not without the influence of r igious 
conſiderations, hereafter | to be noticed. 


5 


rr 0 


N 
Proſeſſor Meigs Funeral Oration. 


x „n November, 175 4uhe took Abe tte 
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niey's oath, before the County conxtzꝭ 
New-Haven ;. and practiſed at the har, ti 
768, During this peripd, he read the, bel 
Inſtitutes, and the principal e F 
— Examined the Fur Civile.;, but chlelly ſtud 

dad the Common Law of England, i e 
moſt uſed In the neh 155 11 55 int 
himſelf, with the law=practice In Conne, 
cut, He allo learned, the Poll 11 7 ty- 
7 be 0 the judlelal of of 

of Wh prone and, to pal ta 

5 on of, th WN & | 10 70 
neys through five of 05 0 ee vil 
uchi interviews, with the gentlemen: ot th 
law. Not limiting his reſearch 8 to, ſtatut e- 
ks, and local ſyſtems | of 1 he 
he examined the great. A 0 the oy 
of nature and of nations ; the forms, of An 

dient governments; and the actua lly <xift- 
_ ling. conſtitutions of the. various” 


empires of 
dhe world. Having ſtudied the law, with 
2 view to make it his profeſſion, he had 
obtained juſt, conceptions of the Hat Ire, and 
textent of hat ſcies N 


. ee ha ake 


that large 5 pew oo Fol Yew, "of 1 it, 
which . ſo e recommends 
to 


+ + * — 

I n 1 2 ; « 

3 e - | . ; * 
— | * * > & "ER: - * #4 102 4 
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Janivary of that year, 


manager ern 2 « 7 


Nane on. 


l | "What now 50h to be pion uch 


dental, Was providentlally deſigned to con- 
| thbute toward hie more extenſive qualiflea« 
| hs, for pu ublic uſefulneſs, The legal and 

olltleal knowledge, thus acquired, enabled 
Im afterward, when In the prefideney, to 
| gies with peeullar advantage, oecaſiotial lee 
tures, on law, and government, to the un 
verſity at large and, at the ſamo time, 2 

gulde the dion and faellltate the prof 
11 ſueh E Rudents a as Were defined 

the b ar. gr 

At the publle Oemtbenbebe m 177 1 


W he pronounced a Latin oration, in memory 


of Biſliop Berkeley, who had been a liberal 
or to Yale College, and who Aled 1 


In 1754, his health being i in ſome Jipren 
 Inaproved, he reſolved to make an effectual 
trial of exerciſe | for its reſtoration. He, 


according! y, in che ſummer and autumn, 
rode to "Kh to Newport and Boſton ; 
do New. Tork and Philadelphia; and thus 
s We ye” at leit ene would miles. ln 
os hs 22250 "Hy 2 oY 8s "Hy" 
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hls eaſtern tour, he attended the Commenee- 
ment at Cambridge, on which occaſion Preſ- 
{dent Halyoke® conferred on him the degree 
of Maſter of Arts, In his ſouthern tours 
he attended the New-Jerſey Commencemient, 
On the 5th of February, 17555 he pro- 
nounced a Latin oration, in'the College Hall, 
in compliment to Doctor Franklin, hier on 


a viſit to the literati at New-Haven. . A This | 


oration, animated. with the fire of his own 
eloquence, records the intereſting diſcoveries 
of this eminent philoſopher, and anticipates, 
with prophetic aſſurance, the 1 i 
Science in America. \ 
bi EACH 4 Mt, 
þ *« rol dent Holyoke was ; of a -n6dls — 
preſence. He was perfectly acquainted with academic 
mattets, and mbderated at Commencements with great dig- 
—_— =, "TOP Stiles“ Luer Dun. 


4 "Aa lie Vie "Aiidirors, abs quaſdam Natu- 


re leges, et arcanas adhuc, nuper enueleavit. Stupendam 


vim operatloneſque tremendas EuactaicitaTts,, proprio 
ſuo Marte detexit. Hane Nature vim Græei olim 


mute, appellärunt 1 qu latids clarilſqne patuit ; ab ex · 


perimentis Haukſbefanz. De eadem vero mazimè igno- 
"Frunt Philoſophi immo -hodferni, donecdum decem forte 
. inde, peractis, cum ad ejuſdem leges enge. 
| is EleQriciſmi ſe fortiter applicuere. Et quan- 
quam plurima Europei et d. mirabflia ejuſdem 


phanomeng, ab. eperimputls. lavenerint, tamen de gene · 
ralibus 
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Oreat minds by Inſtinct to each other turn, 
Demand alllanee, and in (rlendſhlp burn. Aden, 


Theſe two Inquiſitlye and philoſophle minds, 
as if touched at the ſame inſtant by the ſuptil 


Wa fluid, glowed wich the AYP of mu- 
tual 


Abe illius legibus ferm? aihil delle, priuſquam ile 
ümmortalis FRAN KLINUS, Philoſophus noſter Ameri- 
canus, viam ſemitamqus ratiocinii electriei patefecit, 
dedit, et edocuit. — Phenomena hec tremenda 
non tantum explicuit z. ſed eorum vim, ne noceant, de- 
pellere docuit 1 4 monſtravit uti fatale hoc fluidum, a 
cuſpidibus ferreis i innoxium & nubibus dehauriatur. Unde 
templa, domicilia, naves, et vita animalium à tonitru 
fulgureque ſalventur u ͥmu;  -—Literz autem, 
Auditores, et literatum Mecenates, nuper , tantummodo 


1 inter hæc deſerta, ſolitudines haſce Americanas, extitere. 
1 Quapropter tantopere cum hoc homine deleQtamur :, . 
quippe inter hiteratos noſtrates princeps adſtat. Cum 


vero literæ ab Europa advectæ Atlantium tranſvolavere 
primdò, infantuli fuimus dui ; nunc autem viri adſtamũs 
in te gloriantes, & Philoſophiz princeps ! Nec dubitamus 
quin citò Newtonos, Halleios, Berkeleios, Lockeioſque 
habuerimus. Nam fi modo quis Americam perſpiciat, 
præſertim Anglicanam, bonarum artium ſtudia, ſcientias 
liberaleſque: diſciplinas, non medioeri fructu inter nos 
excoli et efflorere viderit. Noſque reconditis in 
artibus, earumque myſteriis profundis, Europeis Retina 
ſuperacturos, uudacter vatieinor. 

To fore witlaſical expreſſions, in the above axtrad, the 
rigid critic may be ready to obſect, what a certain writer 
' objeted to Eraſmus . Hand dubie eunctis admirabilior 
fiturus, i Latina lingue conditores graviter imitari, 
n | +», quam, 


a” — 


| a rervido \properantlque gene indulgere mali f 


_ Elceronean word to expreſs {t, But, as Dr. Stiles took 


| runt, quid cauſe eſt, cur ea rejicere debeamus * 


EY * Flavius, in the courſe of two or three ages. 
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tal eſteem,” Their repea 
this time, cemented a wee. which 3 

never afterward diffolved. etc 34640 
15 In April, being invited to nd auting 


the e at en in Rhode-Hand 1 
he 


It might ſuffice to reply, That it is, perhaps, impoſſible 
for the Moderns to adhere perfectly to the excellent mod-. 
els furniſhed by the Ancients. The one may have many 
ideas, which the others had not, and for the expreſſion 
which new worde ire neceſſary, Tf Cicero was unac⸗ 
quainted” with elcbrielty, it were idle to look for 4 


conſiderable liberty in the uſe of words, in his verfaculay RF 
tongue, as well as in the learned languages, I here offer 
Kis Achse 1 in the words of Mitretus ;—Etiam ſi hoc 1 
demus, novata eſſe multa ab iis qui poſt Ciceronem e, 


K Aud Horatii ? Ut foha in ſilos : et iflud y_ N 
go —alituit, emptrgue Ticebit oO RL 
"eaten prafente not procudere HUMNIUN. E. Ph 

8 Cicero et verba novavit ipſe, et Catonem, Varro. 
nem, Brut um, alioſque ut idem facerent hortatus eft 
En fortaſſis perſonale illud privllegium fuit ; ut eum 


e, et cum iis hominibüs extindtum effe vid 2 


E Ciceroni fingere leutz x ; quidui alis alla 
ad eundem modum poſtea licuer t Great 5 


however, is neceſſary in the uſe of th is HMterty, Ack a nice 
attention. tt to the idioms of language." The Romans, it 


has been obſerved, were fo cautious, that we can hafdly 
find. ei ght or ten new words produced by Terence, 


Crclltu due, iber, Hortenſius, Auguſtus, Def, Polli, 


1 and with no view of ſettlement. In May, 
4. 4 the ſecond Church and Congregation in that 
oon, gave him a unanimous call to 
bete with them in the miniſtry. This 
= | embarraſſed him, as he had fully determined 
6 | to continue in the practice of the law. 


* . : =, oa R 
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1 went, for the benefit of che jou ey. 


ouch he returned to New-Haben, re- 


9 ſolved. not to accept the invitation; yet, by 
2 the advice of his moſt judicious friends, he 
N re · conſidered the ſubjett ; and, Win his 
WW uſual. ſexiouſnels of deliberation, formed hi 
ultimate judgment, At length, ” to uſe 
bis 999. language, * partly, my friends, 
Fo] agreeable town, and the Redwood library | 1 
6. partly, the voice of Providence in the uns- 
admit of the people ; partly, my love of 
| preaching, and proſpect of more leiſure for 
purſuing ſtudy, than I could expect 1 in"the 


y my father's inclination; partly, an 


law—which, however, I love to this day 


induced me to yield, and I gave an N 5 
| ative anſwer. to the Church and Society. 


Three attornies, this year, relinquiſhed 


4 their. profeſſion, for, the. miniſtry ; but ſuch 


inſtances are rare. Profeſſor Wales being 


once e by, a e How it happene , 
a 
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that while many leave the deſk for the bar, 
ſo very few leave the bar for the deſk t 
replied, with claſſical-promptitudez; | 8 

I oclll deſtenſus Avernt 1 | 


Bed revocure gradum fuperaſhue evadete ud (urns 
Nos opus, he labor (w. U | ö 


At the Commencement In September, he 
 toſigned the tutorſhip, after having filled | 
that office ſix years and a half, with | fryer 
uſefulneſs and dignity, and with the higheſt 
wſpect and affetion of his pupils, He 00 
ma tutorlal care of five claſſes, four of which 
| ke conducted through a courſe of Mathe- 
matles and Natural Philoſophy; The whote 
number of his Immediate pupils Was one 
hundred and ten. While @ reſident grad- 
uate and a tutor, together with his-purfult of BR 
the various branches of literature, and of 
theology, he pald partleular attention to the 
ſtudy of philoſophy and aſtrononly ] and 
his experiments In the one ſelenee, with his 
calculations in the other, compoſa & manu» 
9 ſerlpt quarto volume, 
Ae Tutor, he was jMily confidered 
| as one of the beſt qualified to execute that 
Important. truſt, He delighted equally in 
the acquiſition and the communication of 
ſelence. This office gave him free acceſs 

| . 


reer eee rere 


K. 1 
12 
: 1 


W ment to him, that he continued In that ni. 
IF ation a much longer period than is uſual ; 
for, of about one hundred tutors, who have 
taught in this Seminary ſince its foundation, 


"7 elpally the exterior hiſtory % 
chat which remains to be given, will enhible 

e view of his mind, The period referred 
| to, extends from the year 19747 to the year 


= faith,” 
= aiſhes an example of a fair and dilligent en- 
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00 books, to literary company, and convers 
atlon; and fo delightful was the employ- 


not' more than five or ſix have 2 


| 0 long in office.. 


A certain portion of the life whigh- we 
are recording, although paſſed over already 
in 4 general review, is worthy of à more 
minute attention, The narrative already 
given, relating to this period, reſpects prin · 
of Mr. Selles L 


17541 and It was the moſt erltleal, perhaps 


che moſt InſtruQive, of hls whole life, It 


was the moſt erltleal, becauſe It was a period, 


In which hls rellglous principles were moſt 


ſeverely trled, — in which he was la im- 
minent danger of making ſhipwreck of Rl 
It lo peculiarly inſtructive, as It fur» 


quiry _— the fas gs of =y 


ger Mag 3 Oration. 


aer al yy gentious ave 3 
of mind tel conviction according to the'tls- | 3 
greet of evidence; of che maintenance of Wl 
a gobd conſelence undet very trying tetap- Wl 
tations} and of at ultimate eſtabliſhment 
in the truth, af if it in eur, to his ant 'F 
domfort in life, and hope in death,, 9 
It merits, eſpecially, the ſerious dich 8 
of modern unbelievers, who might claim 
Freater reſpect, if, inſtead of being fuſcinut- 
ed with the names of Voltaire, Bolingbroke, 

end Hume, and; rejecting revelation'-tinder 
the ſariion of their examples, they would, BY 
like this noble Berean, ſeurch the Serip- 
tures © with diligence and candouf, und, 
like him; religioully ſeck inſtruction from 
Heaven. Let the infidel ho denies, ur 
che ſceptic who doubts, the authenticity 
of the Bible, be but as affiduous as he 
was, in examining the evidences for and 
/apainſt it, and equally ready to' follow” the 
light of truth, wherever it may lead him; 
and he will merit honour; as a man; if, in 
the reſult, he do not claim the _- hon- 
dur of a Chriſtiann. t 

In the Year 1767, he wrote © A Birth- 
Day ene een an account of that 
If ts memorable 


H ) 
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e period of his hiſtory, now to be 
—— the ſubſtance of which. is  fyb- 
3 ry in his own. words. 
i W .--5, Early prepoſſeſſed 8 Qaries, 38 
W being hypocritical, and containing rather 
= what we would wiſh to be eſteemed Ki oth= 
ers, than what we really are, and have een; 
l have. very much avoided to commit to 
uriting the religious ſtate of my ſoul, and 
the courſe of thoſe experiences. in the di- 
une life, with which it has pleaſed God to 

| bleſs me. However, I purpoſe now to take 
* : ſummary review of my. life.* 
1 My pious father early. taught me to 
pi to God, and chooſe him for my ever- 
hee Friend, giving me the moſt tremen· 
N dous apprehenſion of dying out of his K- 
weur, From, gt, leaſt; the time I. was ſe 
| "req gp hinder, tat lu, for our th 
lat thirty years, of my life, I haye, in gene” 
zal,, mgibrained, daily. ſecret, prayer to the 
moſt high God; uſually morning and. 2 
ing, Wieden addreſſes. 
Some; intermiſſions;.of this duty 1 humbly 
acknowledge; ſome. days have, elapſed. in 
(milf. A * Sen E. » I's Feen entire 


441 * He continued, after this, to think more | favou 


of diaries, and recommended them to ſotne of bis 
puplits!© Man 
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without ſome fervent: ſupplieations, | I can» 


twenty years I have never omitted, certain» 
ly for many years paſt I do not know that I 
have ever neglected, this daily duty. The 
burden of my prayers has conſiſted of ado- 


ration of the glorious Majeſty of the uni- 
verſe ; lamentation of my ſinfulneſs ; and 


earneſt ſupplication that I may be directed 
in all truth, and to final happineſs, .—-- 


About the year 1747, till which: time !ñ̃ 


was full of the ſentiments of Calviniſm, I 


| Had great ſvlicitude about my being elected. 
When unable to determine myſelf of the 


happy number elected to mercy, I tame to 


en infant concluſion, which has abode wih 1 


me ever ſince, that, if predeſtinated to miſ- 
ery, yet chat miſery would be leſs, the leſs I 
finned, and the more earneſtly 1 ſought the 
divine fuvouft From this time I more vig- 


drouſly reſolved to refralm frem fin uf net / 


to oßtaln heaven, of Wale I ſaw no prof 
pectj yet to mltigate the toffonts of dams 
nation, Py 


* 
bw. + L | * i 1 t 
"I Cl ' Through | 


entire negle&t, though always with remorſes I 
and ſometimes for — a formality little 
better than neglect 4 but ſcarcely any months 


not be confident, but I think for the laſt 1 
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«Through the merey of God, and the 
terrible apprehenſions of accumulated miſe 
= ery, I have ever been kept from atroclous 
W ſins The admonltlons of conſalenge, and 
che dread of future wrath, have been ever 
8 vigorous within me, and ſecured me in ma- 
oy violent temptations. i 
In the years 1747 and 1748, I had not 
= indeed a diſbelief, but I was in a ſtate of 
| ſcepticiſm, and ardently ſought a clear belief 
of che being and attributes of God. | Cloſs 
attention to Dr. Clarke's demonſtration,“ in 
1747, and, above all, to the views of ſur. 
"MF rounding-:nature, at length pretty fully 
7 eſtabliſhed me in this fundamental doftrine, 
From thence to 1750 I ſtudied, and had no 
difficulty in receiving the Seriptures for the 
= word of God. But in 1750 à converſation 
| with a young gentleman, of an amiable and 
virtuous: character, firſt raiſed in me ſerupleg 
und doubts reſpeRing Revelation, which 
have coſt me many @ painful hour, By 
this time I was ſu thoroughly acquainted 
Wich the Scriptures, that 1 had no doubt 
= what were the | fundamental  doQrines of 
wann but [ had a buen doubt wheth- 
n 


0 Demi6afraiton of the bong and attributes at Oo 3 
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36 
ex the whole was not a fable and deluſion, 
I was alone, there being no perſon of my 
acquaintance, except the young gentleman 
above mentioned, who laboured with theſe, 
doubts. Nor could I unboſom myſelf to 
any for relief, I had begun to — in 
1749 and my doubts increaſing till 17a, 
IT determined to lay aſide preaching, and ac« 
tually adopted the ſtudy of the law, and 
took the attorney's oath in 1753. An in- 
firm tate of health, at this time, was a ſuffi, 
elent pretext to relinquiſh preaching, But, 
at the ſame time, I moſt afſiduouſly applied 
to the ſtudy of the evidences of revelatlon 
read through the Bible with the cloſeſt critl. 
elſm and examination; compared” ita ſeveral 

parts with each other, und the whole with 
profane hiſtory j and ſo far imbibed and fel 
the prevalence of eyidence in its favour, that, 

by 1754, 1 had acquired a ſtrong and pre- 
' valling preponderaney to the belief of revela s- 
don. It ſoon appeared to be the beſt yſtem, 
on the foot of natural religion : and I ur 
that all the objeftions againſt it were rather 
preſumptive inductlons from the multitude of 
abſurd religions and impoſtures, than of the 
leaſt real eoneluſion againſt that poſitive evi- 
fence, taken from prophecy, and ee 

5 W 
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well as internal conſiſtency and dignity,) 
which, if real, gave a demonſtration, I 
could not ſay any thing againſt the fulfilment 
of | prophecy, and the Chriſtian miracles, but 
what would equally overturn the credit of 
all hiſtory. * 
From Dupin and others I ſoon became 
ſatisfied that the Scriptures were ſufficiently 
genuine; that the Old Teſtament and its | 
prophecies were complete, in their preſent 
ſtate, about the period of the captivity, and 
ſome hundred years before Chriſt, 'This 
was aſcertained from the Jews' retaining the 
Hebrew Scriptures, and from their ſufficient 
identity in the Septuagint tranſlation, and 
Samaritan Pentateueh. The various reads 
ings of the Old and New 'Teſtaments did 
not overthrow their reality, One prophecy | 
was certainly verified in the diſperſion of 
the Jews, This evinced that oracular Inſpl 
\ rai was converſant in the ſacred volumes, 
The deſtructlon of Jeruſalem accorded to 
the prophecy of Chriſt, whoſy life and docs. 
trines all allowed to be holy and unblemiſh= 
ed. I think theſe and ſimilar conſiderations 
gained a bias/towatds Revelation,” Add to 
this, that, with an honeſt and ſincere mind, | 
* vn the Father of lights for a * 
ſatiefaQory 


1 every reſpect, appeared to me inſinitely ſu- 
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ſatisfactory conviction on this ſubject; 
and that, at all events, 1 might find mercy 
and acceptance with a God, whom I feared, 
adored, and loved. I was always charmed 
with the character of the Saviour, who!/ in 


petior. to the beſt philoſophers, both as to 
fublimity of doctrine, and purity of morals. 
But his incarnation was a difficulty; whether 
he were ſuppoſed to be coeternal with the Fa- 
ther, or the higheſt created being. In either 
cafe," it appeared a'condefcenſion amazingly 
toe great, to become incarnate, and ſubmit 
to fue a ſcene of indignity and ſufferings, 
th recover even the whole of ſuck an inff- 
ntteſimal part of the univerſe us this little 
— — world, of whoſe deplorable apoſ- 
taey and ruln I had always a moſt awful 
fi and never the leaſt doubt. 1 longed 
for the joy of ſeelng the redemption of 
Jeſus a verity, I had thus obtained” a pre- 
ponderuney dune Ohriſtlanlty, and a de. 
termination not to remit the ſearchy Al 1 
obtained a full and entire ſatlafaction, VI. 
tue Tilovet, and ardenitly prayed and wich- 
ed moſt ſincerely. to poſſeſd It. It was my 
defire ta he What my Creator would have 
i. *Mt ; 1 me. 
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me to be. Theſe diſquiſitions I had proſs · 
cuted with great attention, daily prayer, and 
a very honeſt mind. I reſolved nothing 
ſhould determine me in religion but the 


lowly: and ſubmiſſive reverence. Theſe re- 
ſearches I purſued with no prejudiee, but 
with a moſt unbiaſſed impartiality, at a time 
WH when I. had no thoughts of the miniſtry, 4 
but; on the other hand, while I had ab 
ſumed a very different vocation, in which, 
however, I had reſolved to aim at the moſt 
unblemiſhed rectitude and purity of heart 
and life. I made theſe reſearches * 
the ſake of my own perſonal religion, and 
that 1 might be at peace with my God. 
\4 1] was not clear in the ſupreme divinity 
and atonement of | Jeſits ; but was fatlsfied; 
if Revelatlon was true, that the excelleney 
and dignity of hls eharaRer were the baſls of 
all -acceptatice with God, and accordingly 
entirely relled on a unlen and connexion. 
witly him far falvationy and to alt Me in- 
ſtituten and laws I moſt freely | ſubmitted. 
I believed the Holy Spirit to be; the great 
Illuminator and SanQifier! of men, In the. 
courſe | of my" enquiries, I had genounced 


all 


truth. To the will of God 1 bowed, with, | 
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ul human authority and deaiſiona on ta 
gion : and my appealing only to Scripture, 
and not to the Confeffions of Faith, was 
due true reaſon of my being reputed an Ar- 
minian t for I had not been converſant in 
any of the controverſles in divinity, nor 
- Bd 1 trouble myſelf about them, a6 I had 
''Migher matters to ſettle. I early deter min- 
ed that, In whatever I trifled, I would not 
teile on the ſubject of religion ) or, how- 
bver, If I fold my falth, it ſhauld be dearly 
| "bought.  Herice when, in January, 175 54 
I hadi & formal invitation from the Epiſcopal 
Church in Stratford, to conform, and ſuc- 
doed Doctor Johnſon,* with at leaſt £200 
ſterling « year z and, before that, in October, 
17a, when I ſuſtained a- vigorous applica- 
non to take orders, and become 2 miniſter 
dai te Epiſcopal chureh in Newport, then 
repreſented as a living of Cao. ſtarling a 
- year -I thank God, none of, theſe things 
eme, nor addreſſed me with the leaſt 
charm or mie, IMs, inderd, at 
1 nie Cent breed b 


* Dod fdbnfvri bus latelF- deceptid 

F 1 now calizd Columbia 
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tis dme, inclined - to deifn ; I was not 
diſpeſed to profeſs a mode of religion, which 
I did not — for the ſake of a living. 
If Obrifianity was true, it was no doubt 


with me, whether Epi/ſcopacy and the Litur- 
Y vere a part of it, If the former reſted 
on divine 'authority ; the latter, I was cer- 
tialn, reſted on human, As nearly as I can 
no recollect, theſe were my governing 
views about religion, at the age of Wan 
| "_ 1754 
Having acquired this gatlafacllon con= 

e Revelation, I next, in 1754, avalled 
myſelf of journies to Boſton, New-York, 
and Philadelphia, to attend the worſhip of 
all religious denominations; and determin- 
ed, by hiſtory, to inform myſelf of all the 
fecto in the Chriſtian world, This ſum- 
mer, at Newport, I went to the Quakers' 
Meeting ; at Boſton, to the Congregational 
and Epiſcopal Churches ; at New-York, to 
the Epiſcopal and Dutch Calviniſt Churches; 
m Philadelphia, to the Quakers, the Roman 
Citholics, and 'others—with a fair and un- 


pPrejudiced mind. Thus I ſoon diſcerned 


ce preference, and was confirmed in chat 
forin ef worſt," in Which I had been edu- 
=” 5 cated, 
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eated, and which 1 was convinced was nears 
eft the apoſtelle form, and (eripture model z 
and became happily eſtabliſhed in the re- 
ligion, in which J purpoſe, by the dae of 


God, to live and to dle. F 
| 4 By 1955, my doubts having glyen way, 


Is could honeſtly devote myſelf to the ſervice 


of the great Immanuel, Juſt as I had 
_ emerged from deiſm, or rather the darkneſs 
of ſcepticiſm, (for I never was a diſbellever, 
I only wanted light) it pleaſed the great 
Head of the church to open a door at New- 


port, contrary to my views, being then ful». 


ly bent for the law, and having two doors 
open, inviting my immediate ſettlement in 

that profeſſion, with a good proſpect of ſuc- 
ceſs in either. I thank God, I ever revered 
his providence, and ſubmitted myſelf to its 
ovet-ruling guidance.—1 had now little ob- 
jection on the head of ineredulity, the 
clouds of ſcepticiſm having evanlſhed : In a 
word, I eyed the providence of God in 
hitherto, withholding my entrance into tha 
miniſtry ; and, being always ready to'ſerve 
15 God, I hope from truly religipus TO 
I accepted à unanimous invitation of the 
church and een though on a ſmall 
N * 
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* falaryy and Was erdalned te the work of the 
ange 


1 A Raview of. thoſe Authors, which he 
rrlaoead during the riſe, height, and de- 
eellne, of his LOO ers in 
| 1768.) 4 


IN 1747 1 15 with attention Doftar 
Clarke's Demonſtration of the being and attri> 
butet f God ; but did not find entire ſatiſ- 
factlon. I proceeded through his evidences 
of Natural and Revealed Religion y but did 
not find hjs arguments concluſive for elther. 
I did not perceive his reaſonings ſo ſtrong 
and coneluſive as I had been accuſtomed to 
perceive thoſe for the ſolar ſyſtem, mather 
males, and experimental were For 
ee ee yore many 
1 be 50 e in ee ena 10 De 
Veritate Religionis Chriſtiane,!! having proved the truth 
of Chriſtianity from the facts of the life, the mirneles, the 
death, und the reſufreRtion of Chrilt'; ſrom the ſuperlor 
axeolletod of this religion} in compariſon With all others 
_ wgfrom its wonderful propagation; by weak. and ſimple. 
inſtruments add the following remark, which ſhows 
the unrenſohablenefs of looking for mathematical dembn 
ſtraklon, on nidtal und rdigious fubjetst If chert be 


2 _ RO ney * een hitherta 
4 yaoi vt) alleged 


8 on, Man, that I committed to memory the 
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many years I had been fed! with' demon. 
ſtratlen as to ſblenee, In 1749 Tread 
Shaftſbury's Characteriſtles, and admired 
them as ſublime views of Nature, and ef 
the moral government of the Moſt High, 
1 was particularly charmed with his rhap+ 
ſody. At this time 1 had no thoughts of 


deiſm, and leaſt of all that this was the 


deiſts' bible, or their favourite author, 
though ſome paſſages, in the third volume, 
ſhocked me. At the ſame time I read; and 
was ſo highly delighted with Pope's Eſſay 


firſt Epiſtle, and. large paragraphs. of the 
Naher War an en portions of it 
Porto 09 frequently 


mote powerful ones 3, he ought to know, that, different 
things muſt have different kinds of proof one ſort in 
| mathematics, another in the properties of bodies, another 
m donbtful matters, and another in matters bf fut in 
this laſt caſe we are to abide by that, whoſe teſtimonids 
are void of all ſuſpicion + Which if it be not admitted. 


not only all hiſtory ia of no further uſe, and u great part bf 


phyſic; but all that naturaVaeRiony/ which ia betten 
parents and children, is loſt, for they can be eee 
other Way. Even Ariſtotle allows; . Th Arn 
wlinutrily be h K garn druf. 4 Mathematièal ——— by 
tiotto/be-Gnght in all things”! The true Rath" ef the 
queſtion goncerging-the! proper; evitlence on this Fabje@tis 
au # Butler 5 Analogy, Part 1 mw viii, 


dine the wth of u eladde Sn bur defires | 
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by myſelf, ln my chamber, aud 
when I 4 1 rode abroad. I read bs 
' Dialogues on Education, being particularly 
| Gelighted with the philoſophic rhapſody, l 
read alſo Gaſtrells and Whiſton's ,Boyles 
LeQtures; and much in Cicero's works, and 
m Young's Night Thoughts, which I 1 
through twice in 175 q 
I 49 Thad read Taylor en the 1. 
wins, and on Original Sin. The Key bf 
the former J read with great approbatton, 
except his two-fold Juſtification, Which, to 
me, was always abſurd. But I never could 
get through his Paraphraſe, nor his piece on 
Original Sin, to this day, They always 
appeared to me to ſtumble at the threſhold. 
I alfo read, with pleaſure, Scott's two vole 
umes of Sermons, which came the neareſt of 
any to my own caſe, His ſolutions of the 
: extirpation of the Canaanites, and of the of- 
fering of Iſaac, were coneluſive and ſatisfac- 
tory, "His divinity. of Chriſt I rather ac- 
duieſced in, though was not ſatisfied. His 
Prelimitary diſcourſes to the defence of 
Revelation, ſeemed to give up too mich of 
Revelation, and reduced i it to Platoniſm, and 
a republication of natural religion. | I was not 
NEED A pleaſed: f 
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pleaſed with his explaining away che etgrni- 


ty of future puniſhment, becauſe I thought 


he proceeded on principles equally giving up 


the perpetuity. of happineſs. I judged It 
A too great conceſſion to the Deiſts ; beſides, 


the Bible-ſeemed to aſſert it poſitively. Wich 


[theſe exceptions, however, he proceeded in 
the moſt fair and generous manner, and on 
coneluſive reaſonings. This book had great 
weiglit with me. At this time 1 15 read 
ati admired the Independent Whig, and 


sonne pamphlets of Ta fle on the eule of en- 


Tofnmunleatln fig Tin for Arial; all 
 Whith Had forte with me.. 
Abet 154 t, r 1954, 1 tad TUrnbiiNN 
Moral Philoſophy: You pleated With ls 
ſellene ö tivatling bal as Newton had treat: 
bl natural, hilofophy j and hoped for great 
alfianee, Thoigh If was far 115 beling de⸗ 
ive, 1 Mudled | 5 regt aktentlont and 
Tome advaiitage j and 1 belleve 1k gave seg 
\deralle complexion te my tellglows (ents 
"wignts, and compoſitions, Bur! © hg 
Newton there, I read Chevaller Ramfay's 
.tw6' quarty volumes] but difbe leved yer. 
f applets, I hal wy t6 "hls read 

Analogy, Wh & le 4 waſterly pro- 
acklen j. | 


datt 
[4 Aale 
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taoked Revelation, | 
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| du&tion ; but it ſerved little more than tp re- 


move. ſome. rubbiſh, and to ſhew there are 
no greater abſurdities to be charged againſt 
revealed religion, than againſt ſome of the 
moſt acknowledged principles of natural re- 


ligion ; and ſo it ſtill left me deſtitute of the 


politive evidence of Revelation.“ By all 
theſe authors, I had advanced ſo far as to ſee, 
that Revelation was a moſt rational and ſub« 
lime ſcheme, far exceeding natural religion, 
1 only wanted to ſee that it was true, and 
politively of divine ofigltal 

t | had Hithlerto not ſeen Tindal, nor been 
converſant With any books, that dlrectly at⸗ 


in 


* Fhis 6 defign of Butler's Analogy is ts fn 
ine yneeaſonahlenelh of the Bhjeftions ts Revelation; Made 
by thoſe who profeſs natural relſg lun, by proving that the 
very fame may be urgzech With equal fareey Ain the 
religinn of nature Dub 16 prevent a Milllak; I ene 
expiedifhnt ze ehre, that te vilth Shapter of the £16 
Party Ghiiilad; # Of the Fartleular Evidenes for Ohrid 
tan y gives a fummary view of we pafiive ruldencrra= 


 Hita6le unt! Prephee y: Perhaps the arguments from 


che toples are hei Niated in $69 general a form ie fat⸗ 
Jahr the hard requirements of feeptieifin: The beok a 
large, however; remains, 1 believe, unanſwered: A 
Engliſh Reviewer tells ur, t he well remembers te have = 
heard Mr, Hume fay, that Butler's Analogy was the 
ableſt defence of Chriſtianity that ever was written,” 
Monthly Review for 1786, Art, BuTL.88, 
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in 1747, I read and believed Dr Witte 
tract on the Glories of Chriſt ; and particu- 
larly concurred in his ſentiment of the pre- 
exiſtent tate of Chriſt's ſoul, T had a high 
opinion of reaſon, and thought It becoming 
a rational being, to entertain nothing for 
truth, but what clearly approved itſelf to 
reaſon. To aſſiſt me in compoſing ſermons, 
I read Watts and Evans' Sermons, and 
others of this kind, In 1750, I'began an 
accurate reading of the Scriptures In courſe, 
with a vigilant criticiſm, Taylor, Foſter, 
and Scott, had brought me into pretty fixed 
ſentiments, that, upon the Chriſtian plan, 
pardon was conferred as a reward of Chriſt's 
illuſtrious excellency and meritorious virtue ; 
Hut not on his propitiatory and vicarious ſac- 
rifice. 1 now think, that this was being juf- 
tified in virtue of another's righteouſneſs, 
though my ideas of it were then incomplete. 
Wat I believed to be the Scripture 
ſcheme, from 1750 to 1754, 1 only wiſhed 
to know was the truth, and that, in fact, it 
came down from heaven. But though, it 
moſt highly approved itſelf . rational l yet, ſo 
far as it was matter of Revelation, ti re- 
mained with me to be proved by inconteſtible 
evidences. 
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evidanceg. And to this end I purſued the 
ſtudy of, the Scriptures, the ſincerity of the 
writers, the age and occaſion of their writ 
inge, the geauineneſs and authenticity of the 
| ſacred books. 1 made great uſe of Dupln's 
Canon,,and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, of the an- 
cient fathers, and eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, I 
perceived great verification of Scripture facts 
by the teſtimony of other hiſtory, 
I ſoon became entirely ſatisfied with the 
genuineneſs and ſufficient authenticity of the 
Old and New Teſtaments, in the originals | 
come down to us, and in. the tranſlation 
particularly of the New Teſtament, All 
difficulties on this head, I, in a great meaſure 
ſurmounted by 1753 nd 1754: But TH 
impoſtures of Paganiſm and Mahometaniſm, 
and the legends. of the Romiſh church, were 
inſtances of falſe teſtimony which eatly 
embarraſſed me : For, might not the Leah. 
tures be in the ſame Nate? They, I knew, 
were more conſiſtent as to hiſtorical facts: 
| But w vas, it indeed, fact, that a crucified | Jeſus, 
aroſe 1 the dead, and was ſeen of Bis 
1715 1 delt much here, and turned 
| the ſup uppol ſition, of i poſture every way, ti 4 
niht dawned, 805 1 be bs. to fee that the 
$ K ohn Ne ot 185 bn 
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apoſtles dould not have conſpired in ſo unl- 
form a teſtimony of the fact, in oppoſition 
to Jews and idolaters, at different times and 
countries, when ſeparate and together, in all 
eireumſtanees, without betraying contradic- 
tions of facts, and abſurd repreſentations of | 
their Maſter's doctrine j whereas a ſurpriſing 
conſiſtency and uniformity. prevailed, ſo as 
to aſſure us that they were inſpired with the 
genius of his religion, and, though moſtly 
poor ignorant fiſhermen, carried through 
the world a religion, ſurpaſſing in wiſdom 
the documents of the moſt enlightened phi» 
 loſophers ; that they died in the cauſe, when 
they might have ſaved life and ee 

| = denying their Lord. 

I alſo conſidered, chat the Wade dif. 
perflon of the Jews was unqueſtionably fore 
told, ages before the event, if the propheeles 
were authentic, which I had already demon- 

ſtrated, ſince found in thoſe Scriptures which 
the Jews receive, and who never did receive, 
nor can à Deiſt believe they ever could re- 


celve, any writings forged by the Chriſtlans, 
to whom they were inveterate enemies. 
This fact was a ſtanding and unqueſtionable 


Wife of one * and evinces, that 
the 
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che. Old Teſtament contains matters which 
could be derived from inſpiration only 
hence, that inſpiration had been converſant 
in the ſacred writings, If fo, I felt the rea- 
ſonableneſs of preſuming, that there was more 
{aſpiration in the Old Teſtament than what 
| related to this diſperſion i and that the faireſt 
way was to examine the whole as inſpired, 
This opened my mind to the diſcerning of 
more and more of this inſpiration, particu- 
larly in thoſe parts which inſtituted a ſacrifi- 
cature pointing to a future Meſſiah, whi 

deſcribe his ſufferings, and the future glory 
of his kingdom. All which gave a, deciſive 
turn to my judgment, perceiving, and thus 
being made to feel, the real evidences and 
proofs, that the ſacred writings contain, in- 
ſtructions from the Fountain of -infallibility, 
and an authoritative inſtitution from the 
Sovereign af the univerſe. . This had already 
decome the ftate of my judgment on Reye- 
Jatlon, when I devoted myſelf to the ſervice 
af Jeſus, in che miniſtry ;. To ſince which, 
the foreq of, this, evidence, | has been 1 
Meraadag. Wa 4343.44 hi . 91175 yl We 

n 1736. dares Tindal,, Col Une, an 

ee have lingo, read Yo! 
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—.— David Hume, Mandeville, and oth 

I have read few Anfwers beſide Fofter's, 
which is an excellent one,'and ſome Deferices 
in the Boylean Lectures, all of Which 1 
bought in 1750. I have read but few Re- 
plies, becauſe I found myſelf able to obviate, 
to my own ſatisfaction, any, and all «objec 
tions the moſt of which are very trifling. 


At firſt; and in the depth of my ſebptl⸗ 
dſin, 1 found myſelf ready to demand 89 
Milch. 1 Watted cc have diſplayed before 
me, demonſtration that every word, or it 
leaſt every ſentiment, in the Leriptube, WAs 
Giommree [inſpired by God]; and was liable to 
Have my faith in the Whole overſet, if. J 
found one inſuperable difficulty. - Newton 
* tought, whether the power, by" Which" 
+ bone falls to the ground might not retafh 

the moon in her orbit; and then wert on, 
and demonſtrated the uw of Gravity, "oh 
taining throughout the ſtellary utilyerke, I 
like anne, ſome one principle may be“ 
nw tro, [baſis] | on which the ele 5 ein of 
Revelation may be firmly ſupporte . Sith 
is the fulfilment of oo reſpecting the 
Jews ; ; ſuck is me hed Wo 125 eren of 
VII. b 0 G | Jeſus. 


r* in 1 


Jeſus/ Theſe facts, onee verified and de- 
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Wo have amazing/connexions. 
* Accordingly, having once entered the 


Feripttines with this belief, J have not only 


proceeded to ſee greater evidence, but, in the 
Seriptures themſelves, to ſee new truths, and 
enlargemenits, and corrections upon thoſe 


doctrines, which I but imperfectly appre- 


hended to be there before. There appears 


much wiſdom in delivering the Seriptures at 
ſundry times, and in divers manners. That 


authors of diſtant ages, and under different 


diſpenſations, ſhould all | harmonioufly cone 
ſpire in communicating what, at length, forms 


the great ſyſtem of Revelation, ſhews 5 in- 


conteſtibly, the influence of a ſuperintending - 
Mind, and unerring Wiſdom, All but Jews 


ſee à connexion between the Old and New 


Teſtaments. But the /Jews' [parting from us 


at the Old Teſtament, ſhews that there has 


been no union of intereſt, no concert be- 


tween them and the Chriſtians, to form a 
harmony. And yet, do we not ſee their 


ſcheme incomplete without the Goſpel? 


I have ſeen great glory in the doctrines 
of Revelation, ſince I have ſtudied it as an 
inſpired volume, I, particularly, now clearly 
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dee, that the whole ſcheme of the Goſpel 


certain implication, that the human rate was 


and I perceive the rey of We 


tions on this ſubject, in a Diſcourſe-preathed 
Won after his ordination : for hey are ob- 


ſalvation is founded on a ſuppoſition, and 


totally corruptetl, in a loſt and ruined Rate; 


and. — Its redemption is wholly founded 
en the vicarious ſacrifice of the Son af God} 


by divine grace,” 

After ſtäting the religious benden 
Ahlen he had been imbibing for ſeveral 
years, and in which he was eſtabllſhed when 
ne Wrote this Review, he fut elne: Tn 
general, the more I examine the Beriptures, 
Te the more roaſom to belleve the dodtrine 
of grace, exhibited in the confeſſions drawn 
wp'at the Reformationgand particularly held 
by the | Paritan divines in England, and 
the" venerable fathers of the Newelingland 
«hittehbs, I thank Ged, that I have-lived 
tes obtaln this precious and ſatlefactory faith 
tw the'moſt holy ne of our 1 Jeſu 
OA.“ 7 
A more complete wow of *y RIO by 
which he bechme this happily eſtabliſmed 
in the Chriſtian faith, appears in his IiHruc- 


U l viouſly 


b, 


an advantageous, 


— of Revelation==to become ae 
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viouſly drawn from the ſources of his own 


conviction. Inferring, from the example of 
the noble Bereans, “ that it becomes men to 
ſearch the ſacted writings, and from them 
alone to deri ve thelr religious principles, he 
proceeds to give Dlrectlons for aſſiſting '* to 
pleaſant, and ſueceſaful 
ſtudy of the Scriptures.” The illuſtrations 
of theſe Dlrectlont are copious and learned, 
and ſhew a profound enquiry Into the Wn 
oc to which they refer. 

He recommend to lay aſide prchudlea 
m_ let the ſearch be thorough, not eurſury 
d ſuperffelal to inveſtigate the leading 


qualnted with ſeriptural chronology and 
geography to conſider the nature of typl- 
eal and allegorical reaſoning, together with 
the manner bf Interpreting figurative expreſ= 


ſions In general-=to attend to the manner In 
which the ſacred writers became acquainted 


with the matters they delivered ; to tha 
manner and order in which the ſacred books 


were compiled ; the times and languages in 
| which they were originally written ; and 
W Nee occaſions on which they were 


Mt 


„Text, Acts xvii. 11. 
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compbſedl. 0 The Mefed vrktiings, 1": | 
&eds to remark, „ have buck tratifitiltted 


down to bur times, ſufflelentty pure und un⸗ 


corrupted. No writings 1 have 
cone down to the times of printing; with 


{ much evidence of their genulnefleſd, as 


the Beripture The various readings are 
trifling, and of no moment in the general 
evidence, For notwithſtanding, by ſuper⸗ 
ſiitious erltleiſm en a multitude of eeples, and 
various tranſlations of the New Teſtamenk In 
- particular, and the voluminous fathers of flve 
centuries; they have been augmented to a 


great number, moſt of which conſiſt of dif- 


ferent orthography and punctuation only; 


yet the ſenſe, at leaſt the important ſenſe, 16 
entire in any of the coples, eſpecially, in the b 
more correct ones. From the few copies of 
Terence, which is ſaid to be in the beſt ſtate 


of any of the claſſic writers, with a leſs ſcru- 


pulbus exaQneſs, have been collated 20,800 


vartous readings: nor is it to be doubted if 


the ſame number of « copies. could. be. collated | 
for him, that have been for 8 New r Teſta. 


obſervation 


0 


1 


; 
g 


* 
16 
* 


| 


rene 0 


| obſervation might, no doubt, be made for 


ur Saviour 1, flace which the mutual jeuls 


92 we. 
? — 
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the more anelent prophane writings, as ale 
of Ag Thucydides, and others 


„ene acquainted with Jewiſh antiquity 
doubt but that the Hebrew Scriptures, 


wa la being, In thelr prefent form, about: 
the time of the captivity, and in the time 


of Jews and Chriftlans ever the, 


ouly 
hely books, has continued thelr abſolute, foe, 


eurity and defence againſt material lnterpalan, 
ton. The multitude. of coples, In dif, 


unt churches, ſynagogues, and ages, the, 


ſameneſs of the Hebrew copies among Jews, 
and Chrifigna, and the general correſponds 
ence of all, even in the oriental tranſlations, 
and, laſtly, the agreement of the LXX. and 
New Teſtament copies of later ages with the, 
Alexandrian manuſeript, evidently of the 
fourth century, conſpire in ſecuring to us the 
genuine writings of ſacred antiquity, with a. 


| united evidence ſuperior. to what can be ad- 
duced for. the authenticity of any other an-. 

eient writings. We have'much clearer evis, 
dence | that the, ſacred oracles are tranſmitted. 


ih 


{th 


than we have for the works of, 
Herodotus, Plato, or Philo, i in 
H the 


us enli 
erin 


not to be doubted,” he obſerves, “ that the 
omnipreſent Animator of all things 


| * 


E | the honef\ reſearches of the Scriptures be 


| ence from extraordinary 
one is. always known to be from God, 
| other not.” In conformity to, which Nn 
timent, in another manuſeript 


the humble ſineere requeſts of plots enqui- 
ret, and opens a_train of though , and 


1 ru 11 


the pteſent eeples of which laft, lee 


we de net doubt ourſelves te have the gonu- 
ine writings of thoſe authert.“ 
Ia the lafi place; he recommends, that 


agcompanied with humble Caen, to 
tho Father of lights for Inſtruciſon. * ki s 


can 
point the human intellect to truth, and, by 
operations on the mind, open views, not 


| indeed to be diſtinguiſhed from the natiye 


elucidations of reaſon,; yet with this wy 
inſpiration, that tf 


Jermon he 
remarks.» No doubt God often anfwen 


viſe. diſcloſes views, greatly 

to Eiſeoveries of truth.” - ft is doubt- 
lels, he proceeds in the War. under dur 
review, * a unlverfal law in the motal world, 
that the beftowment of the moſt AKA 
favours upon in Ore, e q wk LY 
No wh OS. 1 . 
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«While, then, we are In u courfe of reads 
ang the feriptures, In moments of calm reflec. 
"yon we may often ſuffer our ſouls to aſbend 
t6 Gad In the following, or ſimilar ardent 
and fincere ' addreſſes : O my Cod! how 
faint and imperfeft are my views of thy 
Infinite perfoctlons and glory, of thy final 
purpoſts and deſigns, This univerſe is 8 
viſible monument of the unſeen and eternal 
mind 1 But, from the original limitations of 
the human capacity, or the ſubſequent def 
tian, thy omnipreſence eſcapes our apprehen« 
. fon, To know thay thou art, requires''a 
ſummoned and foreed attention ; but to 
| know what thou art, how thou ſubſiſteſt, 
thine eternal counſels, the ſcheme: thou art 
| Eirrying on, and what will be the final iſle 
of it with regard to man, is infinitely beyond 
us. Compaſſionating our ignorance and in- 
keaclulep, thou haſt kindly diſeloſed a reve“ 
lation of chat part of thy grand purpoſes 
which iininediately retates to u. But, as 
Fo ſhirieſt wound us in nature drs 
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val does our filmed viſion kurn de the | 
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my ſoul with the irreſiſtible radiance which 
beams from thy inacceſſible glory. Let the 
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moral glories, { Without this, all the various 
ſtriking manifeſtations! of thyſelf make but 


feeble and tranſient” impreſſions on 'rriy[ſout; i 
——- --Diſpel, O my God the miſts 


all controuling ſplendour of evangelinal 
truth, and the certain diſcoveries of my high 
eonnexlons, ſweetly hear away my ſoul, and 


raviſh it into joyful oaptivity. Let me per- 


ceive thine unparalleled love ſo tleatly, thut; 
under its full benign influence] may be ere 
ated ane w in Chriſt Jeſus. I carneſtiy long 
to feel and uniformly, peroeive ant act, un 
fuperior fpirity, of: as Thou forgive me 
my moſt merciful. God pereelveſt, act. 
Diſvloſe fuch views of my connenlens 46 
may diffuſe ſerenity in my breaſt;vompoſe 
and reconelle me to the and 
everlaſting fubordinationy theu erdalneſt. 1 


do not aſk for any thing beyend my eupa- 


olties, or which would be ineonfiftent' witk 


_ the: courſe af thy government to vindulge 4 
much leſs for aught which would elthen be 


W or prove a new ſource of Inqules 
Kb dude 
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; OS | humbly implore what thy wiſdom 
dall judge beſt to impart. Ever keep alive 
W in my ſoul thoſe realizing and comprehenſive 
views.of that great intereſting part of ever - 
laſting providence, diſcloſed in revelation, 
W which may enliven my ſubmiſſion, guide 
Wand animate the unfailing performance of my 
daily duty. When attacked with the ſudden 
guſts of temptation, do thou pour into my 
breaſt ſuch a blaze of conviction, and. excite 
W fuch,, a \ tremendous apprehenſion of - guilt; 
| with thoſe views of the [conſequences by 
thee annexed to the eternal difference of 
things, as. may balance the force of vicious 
impulſe; ſecure my innocence, and bear away 
my atteritian to virtue... Dre me 
to the right improvement of all the aſſiſtances 
thou« haſt, afforded me for purifying and 
perfecting my nature. Teach me to under- 
ſand. clearly, te believe firmly, to value 
juſtly, and comply ſincerely with that laſt 
and brighteſt revelation thou haſt given me 
by Jeſus Chriſt.) „y thy Spirit, O 
Gad ! continue thine illuminating com- 
munlon with my ſoul, to diſpel! my Ineredu · 
n ta conduct my enquiries to a happy 
Wenn 10 ain. Ii n 0 ue, 9 


Tale fentence from Dr, Lecehman on Prayer, 
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is, ind aſſiſt me to juſt and eee 
yiews of revelation. 
4 80 dependent 1 upon thee, 0 Father 
of lights! that when thou hideſt thy counte. 
nance, my ſoul is involved in darkneſs : thy 
returning radiance enlivens, brightens the 
genius, opens deep diſcernment; and ſatis- 
factory views, I need the influences of thy 
- guardian Spirit in all the human life : but 
my preſent moſt ardent ſupplieatton is, for 
a juſt and ſtrong diſcernment of me joyful 
ddiſcoveries I, at times, feel; and faintly per 
teive in thy word. 0 * 
thou thyſelf upon God, thy parent ind 
expand thyſelf to the impreſſions of the &. 
vinſty that, abforbed by thoſe "diſplays im 
parte to thee, Mou mayſt henesförth be 
able to comprehend, with all fahne, tre 
height, the depth, the extent, of that unpat 
alleſedd love of Jehovah, which ſudeedt okigle 
all prefent knowledge 0 
OL i Thu illuminated from on high, 105 ! 
aſrend from the moral contemplation. of 
Nature, to the apprehenſion of inſpired Wi 
dom; till, thereby taught falr and canneQtive 
views of the grand moral adminiftratipn of 
the 3 with the genuine warmtlr of 


devotlonr 


US 
> 


conſidered. as his dying charge 
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3 deiathon 4 wie voice Gall Ae Gran 
Wand \MARVELLOUS ARE THY WORKS; 


LORD GOD ALMIGHTY | 1 JU8T AND 
TRUE ARE: rar Wars, THOU KING or 


uo eric * 1 


"uk . 15 Stiles was fla 


| hized October 22, 1756 on which occaſion 


his NN end pious father preached: a 
Diſcourſe,* which. is 7 intereſting ſpecimen 
of his Ny: talents, and of parental afs 
fection. The, counſel, addreſſed to the ſan, 


was redeived with filial reverence j and it had 


'& 1 vita influence on his paſtoral character, 


The. Wiſhes of an affectionate parent were 
how anſwered „ expectation 4 and he 
could In peace, His advice may be 
arge; for he com- 
plained, at this time, of bodily infirmltles, 
and he ved but a few years after this Inter- 
ſting tranſactlon. 


The laſtructlons, prayers and tears of this 
man of God were not loſt, - The fon prow = 


ed — wary" OR! k parent, | What 


he 


0 Tem, 1 Tun. U. do) Thu, RY WY) "I 
an?“ which in Chrif Fours The Be wal 
Þrin | 


| 
| 
| A 
| 
| 
If 
| 


ne eſtimated as the higheſt expreſſion of filial 


pald to the memory of a deceaſed parent, le, 


txibute he rellglouſly pald f and, by 


ordalned an Inſtruckor of mankind in the 
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piety, appears in a letter to the Reverend Mr. 
Hopkins, of Hadley, formerly his compan- 
jon in the tutorſhip, who had recently loſt 
his father: The beſt tribute tat enn be 


the perpetuatlon of his virtues and excellen- 
cles, in the Chinlng üfefulneſs of a fon! thus 


the father ſurvives, lives In poſterlty“' Thie 
lle own 


virtues and uſefulneſy, erected a durable 
e to his father's memory. ; 
The following paragraph, tom the a 
letter, ſhews with what tremulous 4 
and diſtruſt of himſelf, he entered on 
work of the miniſtry, Laſt week 1 was 


Chriſtian religion, But, alas! who knows 
whether he ſhall teach men right or wrong 
Many have laboured through life as Chriſ- 
tian miniſters, in recommending and incul- 


_ cating errors. And how know I, ut I, alſo, 


fond as others of my own imaginations, fool 
iſhly, as others, apprehending them momen- 
tous principles, may ſpend alſo 1 my Ife to lif- 
tle purpoſe ; oferoſe nibil agends. [in labori- 


oully doing W ky Heaven. knows 
"_ mean 


vin Her 8711. k8 2 


=] 1 mean. nicht; 1 would gladly be informed 
oh of the genuine intentions of the great Creator 
4 concerning man. Heaven preſerve me from 
miſtakes, and lead me to a juſt, rational, and 
thorough underſtanding of Chriſtian truth,” 


3 


uo vt 10 M po 5 
Ax. in 10 XXXII. N 
Rehn  & don, 

THOUGH. new Aleonnecded from oh 
lege, he gave various proofs of the ſincerity 
and ardour of hls collegiate attachments, and 
of kla loye ef hy In February, 1756, 
he addrofſed a letter to the ſenlor claſs; at Vale 
College, formerly under his tutorial care, In 
which, together with a grateful acknowledg» 
ment of the generous teſtimonials of their 
friend(hip, and uſeful; hints with regard to 
their various ſtudies, he invites their atten- 
tion to his favourite ſeience, Aſtronomy. 
Nor does he forget to inculcate on them the 
ſuperior importance of a practical regard to 
the duties of morality and religion. 4 You 

are now. Entered on the ſtudy of Ethics. 
Wi ih your ſpecule ative Enowledge,, let, me 
recommend it it to you to * devotion and 

Tk virtue. 


Py 'D. 


\ 
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virtue. If valuable ſcience has not a proper 
influence on our characters, it will but in- 


volve us in ignominy and contempt z while 


genuine goodneſs, and well-formed virtue, 
will ſecure the tranquillity of life, and prepare 
us for the triumphs of intelleQtual merit, 
when we ſhall paſs in review before other 

parts of the moral world.“ _ | 
To his quondam fellow-tutor, Mr. Hill 
houſe, f he writes, concerning the expected 
. comet: 


* He uniformly confideved Virtue As * ultimate ob- 
ject of ſcience. © Praxis philoſophica eſt finis Tcientiarum : 
huic omnes diſcipline liberales quodammodo inſerviaiit." 
Valedict. Orat. * Praxis philoſophica, probè ut vivemns, 
placide moriamur, inde immortales fieri atque beati, oft 
omnis Doctrine ſumma atque finis.” Half. century Orat. 


+ The Honourable James Abraham Hillhouſe, between 


whom and Mr. Stiles a very intimate friendſhip ſubſiſted, 


died in 1775, Etat. 46. He was educated at Yale Col- 
lege, where he graduated in 1749. He was ſoon after 
choſen to the office of a tutor in that ſeminary, which he 
executed, with unremitting diligence, for ſix years, with 
high approbation and eſteem. He next appeared at the 
bar, where his powers of reaſoning and of eloquence er- 
cited general admiration. In 1942 he was elected a mem- 


ber of the eouncil of the State of ConneQicut j and, in 
his department, was eminent for his abilities and integri- 


ty. Anxious for the liberties of his country, he firmly op- 


"poſed, in the ſpirit of true patriotiſm, miniſterial tyranny 
on the one hand, and lawleſs anarchy on the other. | His 


Chriſtian life and converſation were truly exemplary, and 


he was adorned with the graces of meekneſs, charity, and 
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comet : „ had not ventured the imputation 
of aſtronomical enthuſiaſm — ſeeing when 
nothing is to be ſeen did I not think it beſt 
W for all to be cagle-eyed, efpecially when ob- 
W ſerving the motion of theſe rare phenomena 
ie attended with peculiar aſtronomical pleaſ- 
ure. The comet, in 1744, was ſeen at 
= Harlem about November 20 ; but not at 
= Cambridge, in England, till December 23. 
= One had better be fanciful, and feel the mor- 


W tification of finding himſelf miſtaken two or 

© three times, than miſs the pleaſure of ſeeing a 
comet a month. Comets, when they firſt ap- 
| pear, do not leave us room not to doubt, or 
ſulpect we may miſtake,” 

The Europeans, it ſeems, expected the 
comet this year ; he concludes, it was on 
che ſuppoſition: of the diminution of its pe- 
' riod, He was not certain, however, but 
that the fame cauſe which contracted the laſt, 
might be ſo circumſtanced as to protract 
the preſent revolution ; if the variation of 
its periods is to be aſcribed to the attraction, 
or diſturbing force, of diſtant celeſtial bodies 
+-a'thing which Sir Iſaac Newton ſuppoſes 
Incident to comets in the diſtant regions of 
their trajeories,” Profeſſor Winthrop, to 


whom he wrote, about the ſame time, on the 
| ſubject 


WP 
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ſuhject of this comet, obſerves, in hie an- * 
ſwer : Its periods have been unequal, be- 
ing of 75 and 76 years alternately. Yau. iſ 
have very happily conjectured, at what will 
probably turn out to be the truth, that he 
fame cauſe which contracted the laſt, will pro» 
Long the preſent period, vis. the attraftion of 
other celeſtial bodies.” This comet did not 
appear till 1759, when Mr. Stiles obſerved 
its progreſs with accurate attention, and pre- 
ſerved his own obſervations, together with 
thoſe of other aſtronomers, which came to 
his knowledge. 0 5 
In this manner did he continue, in con- 
junction with his theological ſtudies, to cher- 
ich a love of aſtronomical and philoſophical 
ſcience, and, indeed, of univerſal literature, 
to the purſuit of which he was e 
devoted. 
The Redwood library,“ at Newport, con- 
| ſiting of about 1500 volumes, at the time 
of his ſettlement there, and augmented after- 
ward by books imported from Europe, en- 
_ truſted. 


* About the year 1748, Abdul Redwood, Eſq, of 
Newport, gave / 300 ſterling, with which the prineipal 
purehaſe for this library was made. It being founded 
for the uſe of all denominations, indifetiminately, the 
Legiſlature of Rhode-Ifland gratited to a company a ; 
eharter of -c4p__—_— 5 
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W truſted to his ſelection, was highly propitious 
W to his wiſhes, and to his literary improve- 
ment. To the accompliſhment of an end, 
Providence always furniſhes adequate means. 
W This library, the benefit of which Mr. Stiles 
enjoyed above twenty years, and to which, 
being librarian, he could always have acceſs, 
was eminently ſubſervient to his preparation 
cor the preſidential chair, to which he was, 
in due time, to be called. | 

= On the 1oth of February, 1757, he was 
married to Elizabeth Hubbard, the eldeſt 
daughter of Colonel John Hubbard, of Ne- 
Haven ; a woman of excellent accompliſh» 
ments, intellectual, moral, and religious; 
and who, therefore, deſervedly poſſeſſed his 
tendereſt affection. By her prudence, and 
excluſive care of every thing pertaining ta 
domeſtic economy, ſhe left him in poſſeſſion 
of his whole time for literary purſuits, and 
Fan duties. 


: Anas... | _ — 2 | 
4. D. M Dec, LIX.— rar. xXXII. | 


AFTER his ſettlement in the miniſtry, he 
improved every favourable opportunity for 


opening correſpondencies with men of emi» 
nenee 
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| flence in foreign countries, as well as in his i 

own; and his letters will greatly contribute 
to the elucidation of his character: for, i it 
hath been juſtly obſerved, the genuine reſem- 
blances of illuſtrious men may be ſeen in 
their epiſtles, as in a mirror.“ þ 

From early life he cheriſhed the ſocial af. 

fections; and the future intercourſe of great 
and virtuous ſouls, was always, with him, a 


favourite ſentiment, Even at the age of 


twenty-ſix, he wrote to Mr, Kalmar, of 
London: I am deſirous, and I think the 
ambition not illaudable, of cultivating a very 
free, as well as friendly, correſpondence with 
gentlemen of letters, in various parts of the 
world, to whom 1 would be glad of the 

| honour of being introduced; for, with Mr. 
Pope, the utmoſt point of my defires, in my 

preſent ſta te, terminates in the ſociety and 
good will of worthy men; which I look up- 
on to be tio Ill earneſt of the ſociety and 4 
lange of happy ſouls hereaRer," 


In 


* Amevl, Fatenr, " Ineugte we tate, virerum dofte: 
rum epiſtelas eum propter multarum rerum nen nelle 
alibi eeeurrentium atſtſam, kum AY ABNUINAS OLARO: 
RUM VIRORUM EFFIGIEBS, QUAG TW pre, FANRUAN = 
I eee, Cranes eee Prajin. ad 
| Epiſtolas G. J. Vollll, i 
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1 * In A letter to Profeſſor Winthrop, April 7, 
che principal objects of which are aſtronom- 


deal enquiries and diſcuſſions, having noticed, 
i with ſympathy, the ſickneſs of the Profeſſor's 


family, and its conſiſtency with the divine 
goodneſs, he adds: We ſhall be able to 
form a more juſt idea of the ſtate of man a 
thouſand years hence, when, having left theſe 
regions of incarnate ſpirits, and entered into 
W the intellectual world, or abodes of unem- 
W bodied minds, we ſhall not only renew our 
acquaintance with departed friends, but per- 
ſonally converſe with Moſes, Iſaiah, Paul, 
Plato, Cicero, Newton, Locke; and contract 
new acquaintance with exalted minds, aſ- 
ſembled from all parts of the dominions of 
J ehovuh.“ 

Soon after, he wrote a ernst letter, ta 
Latin, to the Prinelpal of the Jeſuits! College, 
in Mexieo, This letter he incloſed in another 
to an Engliſh merchant, in New-Spain, in 
which he fates the reaſons of his eemmunl⸗ 
eatlon to the learhed Jefult 1 #1 have & eu- 
Hlofity to know the diſcoveries made on this 
Amerlean continent beyond Callfernia, The 
Jeſulis have, beyond any order of men, been 
the moſt indefatigable, above s u 


„ THE Lier'or' 
In inveſtigating diſtant countries, but imper- WI 
fectly known to the Europeans. I find, by Wl 
their letters about 50 years ago, (and I have 


ſeen none of later date) that they had entered 2 
on the ſeafch of California, and the parts 


adjacent. They muſt, doubtleſs, have made 
very conſiderable diſcoveries, and tranſmitted 
them to Europe. In the * Travels of the WM 
_ Feſuits,” publiſhed in France ſome years ago; 
1 fee the intelligence from the north-weſtern 
miſſions, paſſes through the hands of the 
Superior of the College of Jeſuits, at Mexleo. MW 
Tam a Proteſtant, and deſire to have no con- 
hexlon with the Catholles, 1h point of re. 
AMiglot, Thelr valuable diſcoveries, however, 
both In natural hiſtory, and in the elteum- 
ſtanees of countries unexplored by others, ! 
would willingly partake in 3 nor do I regard 
through what hands I recelve uſeful and en- 
tertaining knowledge, be it ſo that I recelve 
it, Beſides, difference of nations and re- 
ligions ought by no means to e Phi- 
| lolophical enquiries,” - 
While in the tutorſhip, he "EU. ac- 
quainted with the Reverend Dr. Aliſon, 
Vice-Preſident of the College, and Rector of 
the en, at Philadelphia, who was in- 
troduced 


3 


E 
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1 s troduced to him, by a letter from Dr. Frank- 


lin, as a. © * perſon of great ingenuity and 
earning, a catholic divine, and, what 1s 
more,; added the Doctor, ce an honeſt man; 3 | 


1 for, as Pope ſays, 


Ari honeſt man's the 1520 work of God. 


2 By entertaining, then, this gentleman, with 
W your accuſtomed hoſpitality and benevae 
lence, you will entertain one of the nobility: 
I mean, one of Gop's nobility, for as to the 


bing's, there are many of them not worthy 


pour notice.” Mr. Stiles ſoon after com- 


menced a correſpondence with this learned 


| and worthy man; which was maintained with 


a pleaſure and Improvement, apparently mu- 
wal, for many years, 
In a letter to him, July 4, the following 
remarks expreſs his ſentiments on the advan» 

tages of an oxtenſive union among the re» 
formed churches. 
« It is of great importance, that the preſ⸗ 
byterlan on Congregational intereſts be 
ſtrongly united. Plans of union and har- 


' mony are greatly to be deſired; and promot- 


ed. In this view, I am highly pleaſed with 
the union of your ſynods of Philadelphia 


and New-York and T wiſh ſome compre- 
k bead 


74 THE LIFE OF 
hending meaſures were adopted, which might 
explicitly join to that union the confederacy 
of the New-England churches and the 
whoſe be connected with Seotland, and the 
Congregational. Diſſenters in England and 
Ireland,\ Suck a junctlon of leſs and greater 
parte would give the whole (perhaps the 
greater half of the Britiſh emplre) a much 
more reſpectable figure, than elther holds, 


alone and digjointed, It muſt be pleaſing 
to ſee our own cauſe proſperous, and fortified | ; 


by theſe alliances ; but, what is more, it 
would greatly ſubſerve the intereſt of truth 
and pure Chriſtianity, As we are the moſt 


reformed, it would be unhappy if we ſhould Wi 


relapſe, and reſume the ancient corruptions, 
This combination would bring on and ſup- 
port thoſe enquiries and diſquiſitions, which 


would triumph in complete reformation.—— 


Tour Synods doubtleſs have, and I wiſh our 
Aſſociations alſo had, an annual correſpond- 
ence, in their public capacity, with the Gen- 
eral Aſſembly of Scotland; and, if it were 
peaceable, the publication of the accounts 
among the people might animate and corrob- 
brate the cauſe, And if ſuch an intercourſe 


were alſo eſtabliſhed with the churches of 


Holland, | 


\ 
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| Holland, Geneva, and the French Proteſts 
ants, It would elreulate much uſeful Intelli« 


genee, that might ſerve to keep up and enll- 
ven the dir du car pr, as Voltalre expreſſes 


= it,” 


Among numerous proofs of the extenſive. 
neſs of hls literary enqulrles, at this early pe- 


| xlod, and of the unwearled palns which he 


took to acquire knowledge, one appears in a 


| letter to Mr, Grant in London, dated Septem- 


ber 10, in which he writes : “ find by the 


= Magazines there is lately publiſhed a Hiſtory 
of California, in two volumes, I want much 
= to ſee how far the Europeans have purſued 
= their travels and diſcoveries on the north- 

Voeſt part of this continent. I find, alſo, that 


laſt year was publiſhed at Peterſburg a map 


of the Ruſſian Empire in which it is extend- 


ed beyond Kamſchatka, connecting the two 


continents of Aſia and America. If you 


have ſeen them, pray give me in your next, 


aà brief account of what is to be depended on, 
eſpecially with reſpect to the junction of the 
two continents. If it ſhould be in your pow- 


er, and you ſhould be ſo good as to introduce 


me to a correſpondence with ſome gentlemen 


of Oe acquaintance in Peterſburg, or Co- 
| * 


f Nabegen « or any where up the Baltle, you 
would greatly increaſe my obligations,” won 
Io the laſt article of theſe enquiries he, at 
length, found a ſatisfuQory anſwer; & It is 
now known that Aſia is ſeparated. from 
America by water, as certainly appears from 
the Baron Dulfeldt's voyage round the north 
of Europe into the Pacific —_ A. 1 
1 76 9. 97 * | 
A uniform zeal for nk liberty is Ariking- 
ly viſible in all his writings, from the earlieſt | 
tothe lateſt period of his life, In a letter to 
the Reverend Dr. Cumming, of Edinburgh, 
July 26, he writes: # We are ſettled, not in 
toleration, but equal, Proteſtant liberty. For 
us, in New-England, to be haraſſed with even 
the moſt moderate Epiſcopacy, at leaft to have 
it impoſed on us, whoſe fathers fled hither for 
afylum, is perfectly cruel ————Free'en- 
quiry has made ſuch progreſs as muſt inev- 
itably pull down all eccleſiaſtical polities, not 
founded in the ſacred Scriptures. And I ap- 
prehend, the defence of Epiſcopacy from this 
quarter, is very much relinquiſned by the 
ſenſible clergy, ſince Biſhop Hoadly has put 
Foe matter on yarn 4 different — — 
"How 


| 11 Stiles” EleQion owes 
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now lamentable, that any unneceſſary em- 
W barraſſments ſhould be laid on men of publle 
ſpirit, loyalty, and love of liberty, whatever 
W their religious ſentiments ! It would be more 
W agreeable to this country, if Preſbyterians and 
Diſſenters were not precluded from offices 
W and employments in the gift of the crown, 
All the provincial governors, euſtom-houſe 
officers, and, in general, all who enjoy luera- 
a tive offices, not in the beſtowment of the 
HE Provincial Aſſemblies, from Nova-Scotia to 
WW Georgia, and in the Weſt-India Iſlands, are 
appointed from among one ſect, to the negs- ' 
leæ of all-others—which can yet furniſn as 
ſenſible men, compoſe a far more 'numer- ' 
codus body here, and are as loyal, at leaſt, and 
faithful to his Majeſty. This, indeed, is 
agreeable to Levant policy: but, I judge, 
Egypt would be more eaſily governed by 
Baſhaws, appointed from among its inhab- 
itants, than by thoſe ſent from Conſtantine» 
ple.” — . | 
While n in che defence of nen 
p lberty, and Chriſtian truth, how. noble and 
| generous are his ſentiments concerning the 
proper treatment of perſons of different relig- 
_ Jous denominations ; and yet how prudently 
Po” 


another glory to ſtand faſt In the faith Ma- 
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quarded again the danger of a tranſition 

from catholiciſm to indifference about relig : 
jous principles, and from ſuch indifference to 
apoſtacy ! * As we hope for ſettlers from 
Scotland, as. well as England and foreign WW 
Proteſtant States, ſo I ſhould be glad that your 
miniſters would ſtrongly inculcate and rec: 
ommend to their pariſhioners coming to 
America, a ſteady adherence to the preſbyteri : 
an principles, ſince many leave them behind 
when they croſs the Atlantic, Not that 1 
would have them made bigots; for, in my 
opinion, an attachment to the Preſbyterian 
and Congregational principles, ſo far as it im. 
plies an oppoſition to unſcriptural prelacy, il 
conſiſtent with the greateſt generoſity off 
ſoul; with Chriſtian charity to thoſe who If 
differ from us. It is one glory of u Preſby. 
terian to be catholie and benevolent 3 it MM 


ny do not ſtop at the diſtintion between — 
ing charitable to another ſect, and joining 
I may have charlty for, and @ good = 
of, a Lutheran j I may have a better for a Cub 
vinift, and yet be, ſtrlétly, nelther, I may 
have a good eplnlen ef, and Chrlſilan affe 
tlon for, all Proteſtant churches j I may have 


A very 
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9 P very good opinion of thoſe of Geneva and 

4 WT Holland but, perhaps, beſt of all for that of 
Scotland, or for thoſe of New-England,” 
= A gentleman in Newport had, through his 
N hands, preſented to Yale College a collection 
of books, (ſome of which were deiftical) « ors 
condition of their being depoſited in the pub- 
le library for the uſe of the ſtudents,” It 
i appears, however, that the books were not 
(admitted by the Preſident, On this occaſion, 
WT in a letter to the Preſident, he reſpectfully 
Wy vindicates that free enquiry, for which 
WT Proteſtants have made ſo noble à ſtand." 
We © It is true,” faith he, © with this liberty, er- 
W rors may be introduced; but, turn the ta- 
blies, the propagation of truth may be pro- 
W vented. Deiſm has gained ſuch head, in 
this age of licentious liberty, that it would be 
in vain to try to ſuppreſs it by hiding the de- 
iſtical writings | the only way le, to come 
forth into the open field, and diſpute the mat= 
ter on even footing. The evidences of Rev 


firative as Newton's Prinelpla, and theſe are 

| the Weapons to be uſed, Truth, and 
this only, being la fact our alm z open, frank, 

and generov, we ſhall * the very ape. 

ane of evil.” | | 

= 0 About 


elation are, In my eplnlen, nearly as demons 
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ras he — — 
— The leuer, which retuneed his ac- 
knowledgments, (September 14) 16 fraught 
with -ſentiments of candour characteriſtig of 
the writer © This friendly notice, and on 
my part unſolicited, from a gentleman in. a 
diſtant country, to whom I am unknown, but 
by the, perhaps, too kind mention of Mr. 


| Heatly, gives me a very ſenſible pleaſure j. the 


more ſo, as the books you ſent ey. patticu- 
- latly, Lord Kaimes' Eſſays, Mr. Anderſon's 
Anker, and the Reply, ate curioſities in this 
' eGuntry. I have not yet had time te finkſh 
the peruſal of them but, from the little, 
| have read, I think eandeur, and a good-na- 
tured benevolence, might admit an Innocent 
ceonſtructlen to even the mare exceptionable 
paſſages in theſe eſſays, which appear to be 
dhe reſult of thought, Ingenulty, and good 
ſenſa. I ſuppoſe. his lordſhip, does not pre- 
Und to infallibility z and, if ſome expreſſions 
xe not ſo well. guarded, are Hable to excep- 
5 Aonable conſequences; or even if he may have 
Hmetimes exred ; yet the intrigacy, and; ſub- 
Umity of thoſe ſubjeQs, which have hi 


Proved tov. great, ihnen N 
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1 A intllgidle diſquilition, u ſe tags 


ent bee them what Mr. Aude ſeems 
to recommend. Free enquiry, and candid 


diſquiſnion of moral ſubjecta, have obtained 
ſack focting in the Proteſtant world, that 
they cannot be extinguiſhed, but muſt pro- 


vail, Some have abuſed this liberty, aud 
filled their writings with impudenee, Iiceu- 

tiouſneſi, and blaſphemy. But when @ book 
is Written with modeſty and good ſenſe, even 


great men ſometimes call fun- 
damental error is not always ſuch. Michael 


Beſides, what 


Bervetuy was condemned by the great men 
of hls age, and burnt fer hereſy, when yet 


— 


he believed not only ln the belng of a Gad, 


W but in hl Revelation by Jeſus Chriſt, oommn 
To ma it appears, that all the danger of his 
lordſtiip's nations le with reſpect to virtue 


Vo neceſſitate tha conduct of Latelligancies to 


ſuch a degree, as to deſtroy their account» 
bleneſy; is to place them in the claſs of brutes, 
and overlook the diſtinguiſhing principle 
bf their: nature. I do nat know what is his 
flordſhip's of Revelation; however, 


wind eee 
entertain 


bv ruft or 


entertaln hls ſpeeulatlons reſpecting Uberty 
and neeeſtty, and yet be Arm believers of 
Revelation j I think 1 may add, that a am 
acquainted with ſuch,” “ 
: Another writer, then 'of recent Aer 
and, te this day, confidered as the ehamplen 
_ of infidelity,' was not, In hls Views entitled 
to equal Indulgence, „ The Mr, Hume, 
whom Dr, Leland confures, dirgftly oppoſes 
4 ſupernatural Revelation, and ſtrongly de- 
nles the poſſibility of miracles, or of thelt 
evidence. I think he treats the ſubject, and 
ſoveral other ſubjects he has written upon, 
With eaprice and inſolenee. Belf. confident, 
full of his ohn diſcernment, he enjoys the 
dompluacency of believing himſelf poſſeſſed 
of the ſecret, imparted only to the happy 
few, that the baſis, or one main foundation 
of Chriſtianity, is an abſolute impoſſibillty. 
And truly it is a new diſcovery; even to 
imagine, That it 4s beyond the reach of 
Omnipotenee, to ſuſpend, alter, or counter- 
act; the general laws, which ätſelf hath eſtab- 
Aſhed in the creation,” “? n „ , 


% Having mewn the abſurdity" of this bold | 


etheſiv, and proved; that 
| nee er "oo 


— £ W S r Sd 88 e r n N - 3 =. 


; 
| 
| 


W the re-appearance of feſus, after 
ö doubtedly erucified, Jo dead. This tact, 8 
W once admitted, all the Seripture miracles are 
W credible, whether extended to inſpiration, or 


in ſtupifylng the moral ſeriſe, or perceptivity 
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lon 4a any other Facts, that, when ervdibly | 
| atteſted, they prove a divine miſſion, and that 
the reſlirrection of Jeſus 1s ſupported b — 
teſtmony, he 0 The only queſtion 


gets fiel, Fa queſtion of wal pt A. 
e Was un⸗ 


confined to 8 on the material world, 


Ver, the love of novelty ; the habit of ſeep» 
W ticiſm ; ambitlon to divulge hypotheſes and 
W new ſuppoſed diſcoveries ; an  unbouddld 


paſſion for thinking generouſly and freely; 


deep acquaintance with the hiſtory of ſuper- 


Ritions, judged' parallel to” and reſembling 
the Chriſtian inſtitution ; the oriental pre- 
tended- incarnation in the perſon, of Fo; 


conviction that a great part of the mythol- 


ogy which blaſſes natlons, the learned and 
unleurned, is without foundatien; 4 deep 


ſuſpioion that all the moral ſyſtems in the 


world; and among the reſt the Chriſtian, as 
well as the Mahometan, have origin in . 
man invention and poliey ] and, abeve all, 
polluted morals, have a prodigious inffuente 


of nente, in the given caſe of 6 Ohrid. 
tian 


wu 1 2 11ER or 5 


tian Revelation, and raiſe ſuch à miſt! of 5 
krepticilm, as even demonſtration cannot dif. WW 
pel. So that, particularly with regard to the 
reſurrection of Jefus, the mind is callous, and 
cannot feel the weight, or even the poſſibil- 
ity, of evidence. So the Newtonian” phi | 
loſophy, though founded on demonſtration, | 
is yet diſbelieved in ſome fareign univerſi- 
ties. Men of leſs ſpeculation, of leſs ſcience, | 
and \eG prepoſſeſſion, will apprehend, and 
rationally believe, what ſublimer minds, of 
| Fand learning, in vain attempt to compre»: 
There is a moral jaundice, brought 
og Thy ſome peculiar refinements in ſpecule 
which tinges all objects from a/c 
oh. The removal of this is the. firſt 
ſtep toward diſcerning the truth, cler 
the truth ar it is in N * 
Lord Bolingbroke appears to — better 
| acquainted with political, than with theologi- 
cal, learning, He that perfectly underſtands 
the nature and connexlons of the ſeveral 
kingdoms and polities in Europe, is very ig · 
narant of the adminiſtration of God, and of 
the wor the government] of the. univerſe, 
It way, as much out of character for him to 


turn and as for Chancalior K. n 
clvillan ; 
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1 Gelllus; and he has fucceeded accord 


1 


f Fn 
„b.. Leland deſerves highly of the 
e Cnriſtian world. Men of ſenſe, of what< 
d «ver religion, ought to be treated, as 
. W he has treated them, with exndour and a. 
198 ip 
„nue it is lnſtruQive, to have the vari- 
- cus fources of infidelity thus opened to bur” 
% Views and to be preſented with the renſoningi 
4 cr ene who had * gone through all the con- 
ens tint it ie poſſible for the human mind 


g to be perplexed with, * it is pleaſing to 


t trite” his progreſs from the incertitude f 
» WE ſeepticiſm/'to the ſtabllity of the Chriſtlan 

\ A faith We have ſeen him, like the humble 

| I reed, tremulouſly bending beneath the blaſt } . 
Ve now behold him, as the majeſtlc dell” 


firmly rooted by the agitation of the winds, 
a 'relilt the fury of the Were 
tempaſt. 
By a 1 Job from Saphat, in Gill 
lee, he addreſſed a letter, in Latin, to ſume 
Greek prieſt, or biſhop, living in the Holy 


Land, or in Syria, Ito deſign was to obtain 
an exact defeription-of the Holy Land, and, 
of Jyrla z n map of the lake of Oallles ! 


of ine hs of Sodom and Gomorrah, und 6f / 
the 


* Manuſcript, 
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the_ riſe and courſe of the river. Jordan 
information concerning che inhabitants of the 
varlous nations on that territory the num- 
ber of Chriſtian prieſts in each epiſcopate ; 
and eſpecially the number of biſhops, and 
their clergy, under the patriarchs of Antioch i 
or Damaſcus, and of Jeruſalem, as, alſo, of lf 
thoſe under the patriarch of Conſtantinople ; 
an account of the religion of the Gentile 
: beyond the Caſpian Sea ; and whether any 
nations practiſe e e who anciently 
obſerved that rite, without a derivation from 
Jews or Mahometans ;“ a geographical de. 
feription of the river Oxus, of the, city Sf . 
Ainet. and of the eee regions 
where 
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* The gen b. of this N was, to Aer if poſli 
| ble, the Ten Tribes of Iſrael, a favourite ſubject af his 
reſearches :t=Quippe inde, forſun; edifferimus . 
de Iſraelltis Captivitatis prime, five Aſſyrlane. Perſia et 
India. jam multis ſweulls tam adeo perfuſn fuer kun 
Judels tum Mahometanis, quemadmodum perdifieile fl 
jreumelſlonem ab ii perlatam diſtinguere ub illy ant. 
þ wen elreumelllene peracta a & Tub. et eoruſi 
texitate Aruben Mahemetanl Dacrlam et reffiond 
Puchacta hodiernas pervagärunt elrea A. D. robe. Ne 
tum flerl euplo an d Beriptis Arablels, vel alils eirea i 
ſteaulum edltis, pateat quod ne gente Ducharle vil 
distant leres ad reglenem Tibet, elreumgjſlo 3 * 
vil alin Herodotus obfervavit ad urdem Colthly, 


PRESIDENT STILES. 27 


W where Ulugh Beg formerly reigned ;*.a map. 
of the courſe of the river Euphrates, from'1 ns 
W ſource to the bay of Ormuz ;' a map, alſo, 
2 Arabia, that is, the region between the Red 
ea and Ormuz, and an account of the prin- 
Wh cipal cities, and of the nations which inhabit 
614 that region ; alſo, a map of the country de- 
5 yond. the Caſpian, Sea, Grhence the - Turks 
$1 originated), and the names of the p Aeg 
bo reign there at this day. Addrefl ed tg 
'Y a miniſter of the Greek church, the lejtes 
: farther. enquires, Wbat are the peculiar Cer- 
emonies and tenets oc that church ? It al 
ks an account of the Samari aritans, EY 
Fatabic Mount Gerizim, at Sichem 35 t * 
Fumber of famllies, of prieſts; the ſize 0 
heir temple, or ſanctuary; an account of 
Wiicir religious rites, and of their Pentateuch, | 


' 1 whether written in Samaritan characters, of 
„in Greek ; wherein it principally differs from 


Wthe Hebrew Pentateuch, eſpecially in ancient 
chronology,” both in the patriarchal | and anti- 
deluyian ages 3, and whether they recelyed 
the eren which ey now have, in the 

I time | 


"as 1 : 1277 . ' 


* Thi he ends may bs procured * the W 
Chriſtianv 1 Perun Cltiflanl RP: e Ops 
pedltare — er 


py *; F 


„ iir 17 % 
dune o f-Rehoboar, or not till aſter che e, 
turn, of Judah from the-Babylonizn aplivity 
vr whether in th# times bf Sanballat. 
54 og A 2442 es TRAW - 
Nag BY 1 51 * N — n ol | 
boa ils 95 85 x a. WIdh C0, 497 0 | 
gt D. da bcdta-= Aras. XXI. W 
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N the 234 of April, he delivered, befonlif 
mne convention of the Cangre gatlonal min 
er of. Rhode-Iſland, aſfrabled 25775 14 

A Diſcourſe on the Chriftlin Unlon, "8 
which was printed. In this <a 455 1128 | 


 tngrates ſome of thoſe fundamental pritg)plal 
_ of Chriftlanity, und ee bhp, 4 i 1 
opinion, or are ſuppoſed 40 Uſe 
ghat chls difference need not 1 

greatly: leſſened by benevolent an J 
Waere: and e x 
28 Lau 211 eee NV bus nh Ne 
regt, | Philippinhis: Baan age, 


hich dur churches are ge ll 
mutiges ſome points on which Ee L 
nh harmony and union, and d 

tions; oceationed by this dy 

ben f ah a of 75 
auß, and che preſaat tate of 1 . he 

 Valaititready attained, let ur aH the ſame rule, let 1 
mind the ”m "RE 


7 * - —_ — 


m4 


— Sad Ht ooo - irc r 


2 
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| f | to; ſhaw the. wiſdom and advantogy; Nl 

Wh and goed. fellowihip, bath among the minke 

ers — Thi 4 BA 

9 froth and the — ath, of 12 
, * hom and brand. No. M, 

has, was Tue duale than he, alin F 

f e e aig rences, re | 
5785 Corinne, eſpeglally In the, church 


; ew-England, and to point . way 2 
N COW fellowſhlp; and wolon. A profile 
| regard to hl counſels would eminently 
W promgte' the cauſe of religion, and refſect 
luſtre en the churches of Chriſt, The felep- 


6. of a few paſſages from this. Plſcourſe, 


ly £4 aſh þ rae while they erb 
v9 certain of the author 

WY ning, e the denen of the 
 Þ Say in the. belief of the 
” 

N 


wy ie n | 
” PR mp the. aer. al Al pany 
17 » e 0 >, LING N * iv 39 YN. N eng 1 


* | Pr. 3 V.. 4 vt: 15 


ww 10 undte themſelves Into ene body! for 
tree exerciſe, and unmoleſted en- 
„Gr this right, eſpeclally In roliglon. 
15 it the” difference of lentiment, not all 
the erroneoliy 'opinions that have yet been 


Fired, ufford juſt umbrage for its extiriQtion, i 


emburraſſment.“ + Having 


abrid gent, "Vf 0 
| Aentiensd the tenets of Culviniſm and Ar i 
wlnlaniſm, ind the variances Which bY 


apprehenſion, that the real difference of ſen- lf 


timent Between thoſe who eſpouſed theſe dif- 
fetent prinbiples, was tiot' ſo great an it aps 


another, conſequences of our peculiar expli- if 


nations, Which we by no means adopt. 


Some, pefllaßt, *htettain” ſentiments, really i 


ment; "billy by che gentle force of -perfitaſion 
und truth; ot by appeals to the tenets of 
Pukties and great men; not by an appeal to 
Ine poſttions of Armintus; or Culvin; but, 
U A append to the infftred writing. 
Te only Way 1 70 examine our ſentimenti 
"bY Bctiptiite'y" then enndaly and bonevo- 
1 lently 


WNT ARE TON Se © 
5 8 TT tort $6 ol 


generated in che churches, he expreſſes hu 


Peared. We are apt to attribute to one 


"different, on theſe importatit ſubjects.” Ther | 
"Whvidtichip however, 1s/not to be laboured by | 
the coercioti of civil or eccleſiaſtical puniſh» 


, 5 
F : OY ; : 
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W be fach, an to legitimate, much left to nder 
; | Ing judicatory over the churches. 
1 -free,” 


= eee ſpirit breathes through - 
the following paſſage: If the great entf 


- 
r Pre * -P 
E TCC 


| there appears a ſincere love of truth, candour, 


ligion; and, that liberty , of thigking, and 


| - tional gommunlon in. New+E 
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95 
lently enqulxe, how far ue are, AP Ig, ey 
alley ! to walk together, by the fame —— 


rule, ſo far as we have attained to think alike y 


and to forbear real differences) in loye,, where 


and piety ; remembering, we all; bove the 
unalienable right of private judgment in rg: 


chuſing our religion, liberty of conſrience, 
way the great end ak our POW foralarhors 

Into, America, — 9154 Ty Mi 140 I "tl : 
The liberty f hs Prager 8 * 
Judgment, to he cautiouſſy guarged. , | The 
-exigencies of the Chriſtian church can — 


it wiſe to erect, any body of men into a ſtand» 


Let our churches be taught to ſand fact än 
the liberty Where with Chriſt, has made hem 


dla 1 „ 1 15 2 455 


men wirtuous and good is anſyvered, 


let us, rejcice, though the means are divenſi- 


Hed. - Partjqularly. let us af ,the-, Congregar 


ynder 
the differayt 8 our churches, cultivate 


ns | 4 venergble 
IS T 


o IH 119/090 h h 


= &vetidtadl0-reppard for one andther 1 reſolee 
tnt we art fe well agreed Ir purity ef dow 


for the wit, let us endes vott to hope; and 
thihk, and ſpeak. the beſt of ohe abether, f 
all city Mfkitetides, | putitg On q 
unity, ind 4 condeſcending 'benevoletiess 
_ | Mow-highty: does he eftimate, and wth 
ö teal beg he Wea the vall 


den we he aguin entangled with that yoke of 
bondage e which bur forefathers chuld Hot 
wu nöd, und Gut trat ws wf dera 
unit de bea: i a ns 
"i Ait for urlen = em this preſent 


| Rate of our churches,” he obſerves : There 
* h body of Chrifihns en entth in ſuch a 


dbupta inereaſ, and in fo Aewriſhing' Rate, at 
thi | Obhigreyitionulifts ef 


why 
eee ee eee e, 


2” % "FEW and "_ paths | 


wine add Werthip | und walk together by 
the fins nm yy mrs gre 


ä * 


22 deer t0 be pitted] wet en any ters; 


This preſent fate —— ah | 
riltabers, fot the year 1760, le nently this 1 
een Www: zes Dongreges 
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tonal evarehes'y in Cinneftionrs Hype 
New. Mampſhire 49 Which with the- A 
tut Colony, farm u bady ef bom 5% 
churches In 16% there were about"! $6" 
churches afready founded, ſevetal of Wien 
were fully beginningh;/ requiring many ye 
10 fin auß. In 1696 were wers but 138 
ngregational churches Th dl New- Englund 
Aud being, N D. 19609 itereaſec te Je, 
the prepertiom of dsubling in vhee m 3 

venta. H. D. 1645 Here had arrived in 298 
tranſports; about 4,260 planters With felt 
füillks, making abbht 21,200 people for u 
Newe Englund. Binte that time mere hate 
e ram u 8 Eurcpe, thin have fr 
from thence hitter. The preſent inhaber“ 
tits; thetefore; of New-England: are juſfly't6- 
be Wtitiated 4 natural Hicreaſs by the Wet! 
fing of Heaven on the firſt 41,000/thavidr- 
red by the yeur 164 3. Hein + Terr 264 ate ft. 
H NAI elenden 

cf unlen, Rem te HW auſpl 
feed on we perle e png, go dont 
ind Chrimtlun Ghardetary' fee 19% 
and Harthony Will nabe us „ 

ar more ſuered ſurisfhettog, 46 Celebfüte The 

offer or hs and ee I 
RY 5 


ulcpolluted with diſcordant: feelings, ſhall af- 


dt THE: un or 
| addreſſes and joyful homage, undlſturbed, 


cend, as incenſe, holy and acceptable, to he 
Moſt High. And, in eammow life, inſtead 
olf broken friendſhips/and family alienations, MW 
| We. ſhould. become united hrethren in the f 

higheſt ſenſe, harmoniouſly travelling along a 
together) and: ſweetening the trials of life 
with the animating. complaceney af ſoclal 
virtue. Religious econteſts arg apt to ur if 
the. temper, Which is greatly unhappy inal 
Rate preparatary to the , communion of an- 


the benevolent; the, divine principles, - which 
he inculcated on others j and ſuch were the 
principles, on which he uniformly acted, and 
Which at onee procured lum general efteeni, 
and rendered him au ſignal _— to 
Chriſtianity, 

It might naturally b wppolbd, thi ty 
fende ef liberty and pence would be pleaſ: 
ed with this Difbourſe, Teſtimenlals of the 
'approbation ef fligh are het wanting from 
very reſpectable characters In Amerlew and 
Rifops: am eseeedingly pleated; writes 
Hecker Allibn, 4 with: your Ingenleus per- 


rn 
1 98. 


ele and glorious belngs above.“ Zuch were 


PRESIDENT STILES. yg 
6. It ſhows great induſtry, great-candour, | 
and good judgment, and has been greatly 
admired by ſome of the beſt judges of ſuch 
matters in this placei Iwo copies I. ſent 
home to Ireland, to give ſome importance to 
my own correſpondence by furniſhing my 
friends with What I Know they will greatly 
admire; and though the action be ſelfiſh, 
and at your expenſe, yet you will have tlie 
praiſe in ſpite of me. Profeſſor Winthrop 
writes : „1 recelved your Sermon on the 
Chr iſtian Union, by Judge Danforth, and 
peruſed it with great ſutlsfuctlon. So much 
good ſenſe and learning, ſuch an impartial 
love of liberty; and ſuch an extenſive benevs 
lence to all parties, It is rare to meet with 
ſeparately much more rare in conjunctlon. 
1 hope it will fully anſwer the noble pur- 
| poſes, you had In vlew.“ rte NE, 
he {plrit of this' Diſkourſs Wis fb cons 
genlal te that of the celebrated Female Kit. 
törlan, and to that of an illuftrious' gdveckte 
tor 'Englith and American liberty, that beth 
| hofigured with thelt cordial applauſe 4%.By 
the faveiir of Me, Marchant,” fays My. 
Massulay, #1 am acqualnted with dhe ah 


2 K r 2 


= ©. oo or 
= r ” 2 TH Te Ic r 


a 


a ” 2 Sal * — 8 5 
4 <p" «i — D 3 Me SEE 


; 1 1 . — wet XA. 43 <a 


ent able bf the Author of the Wide 


I — OI i 


— 


16 zr wanne 
— —— 


Wuich the peruſal- bf that performgnee: gave 


P temper.-with Which it is written, 
| hippy: would the Chaiſtian) aburehs thave 


8 


- to ſend yen, Sir, | thanks for. the pleaſure 


me, and to fequeſt it 25. 8 favour. that n 
Will give @ place in the Redwood Librery 
Gap! publications, 38 a ſmall. zeſtizngny-of 
a gert to the people of the free Calopy 
ef Rhodo-Iland.”-—" L have. amen, 


mation 1: — from — Sermos..0n 
Ihriſuuan Union. 1 admire the _ 
$4 


bean, had all. Chriſtians, amidſt, che dif- 
forent: opinions, _ e ee 


pit ! 49%, 1/4 aal 01 


with: peace, appears in a letter, written about 
per dimes aer dn. high _ — 
and 4 miſtaken notion of toleration, That 
de main body ef Chriſtians in America, 
are ſchiſmatica, and under religious obliga 


nat beeauſe R is 30076 
A. agreeable 


1 98 £ 
=—__——— 


-—l take the; apps: | 


Ddatn ardent love of tibareyy in Dormexioh | 


dba return tothe: mother church, ftab- 


suse it is eſtabliſhed in England- 4 
WU weighty reaſon-tchäs, with men of ſenſe! For 
theſe and other reaſons I, whO am a Prowl 
atit Chriſtian, refuſe to be called a Diſſenas 
in New-Kngland, though, were Lim Seu⁰j, 
Britain; 1 ſhould glory in the nate? t 
honeſtly: Geſire univerftl Proteſtant bm 


Whet our ſore- fathers dared to oppoſe tha 


neſs ſeal up our lips in the cauſe, in which 
good ſeriſe/ ought to be revered by all man- 


ſhould be purſted by all. We ſhould al 
Joits in making u ee union 


Letter to Dr. Franklin. 


Ay be enjoyed in Amerioa the alylum f 
oppreſſed innocendce and oonſeienee- B 


obruptlons of the church, aud retired hithen 
W peak their ſentiments freciy q I potiedd 


enquiry cejected p; truth, and that unt 
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laced fram every ſource, whatever: might 


: ef the en inhabitanss, of NeweRage 


 mitdidevp-reſearohes Into political and tha 


 WNghly pleaſed that you continue ſo un wearl- 
in the purſuit of knowledge, I pray 
God that he may long ſpare you a bleſſing 


hence derived to his health,“ Which brought 


ire this kind of knowledge in the next 


Auge of my exiſtence, if it he neceſlary,; J 
| have determined to give myſeif 


W rn Ln e 


elueidate this favourite. ſubject, and..give 
raſpectability to the miſrepreſented charger 


land. 61120445, ), 174 a hi4 Ae 
„A „tant anemen to his paſtoral charge, 


logical ſubjects, did not abſtract his attention 
from ſalenitific enquiries» In reference to 
theſe, Doctor Allſon writes to him: I am 


10 hie church, and a uſeful inſtrument to 
promote knowledge and learning“ The 
Doctor proceeds to mention hie own unſuc- 
ceſuſul attempts to diſcover the comet, ex- 
pected at this time, and the injury which he 


him to. a resolution chat eſſectually deſtroyed 
hisgnſtarsgazing; and adde: As I hope, - 
with mare certainty and-leſs trouble, to ac- 


no further 

tröuble, till I be allowed to converſe, with 

Aer „Halley, — and Flamſtead, 
* wo! = * 4 


and 
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and fome others bf the ſame' complex ion, 
if theſe names be allowed to ſhine im one 


accurate reſearchey': they may make you 
more uſeful here, and form your taſte to 
examine the works of God: with a higher 
ſutlefuctlon in the coming world“ “ 


© Oh the capture of Montreal, und the r. 


ductlon of Canada, a pubtiv Thankſgiving 
wis obſerved In Rhode-Iſland, by order & 


the Aſſembly of that Colony, In à dis. 


courſe, delivered on this occaſion, Novem- 


ber 20, Mr. Stiles mentions the — | 


of a political event, little contemplated, at 
Vat time, + ths moſt W advocates 
3 1 for 


| 194 
| nr The 1 Dor Aliſon, with whom Mr. 8 fl 
had a long and intimate acquaintance, was born In o 
land, and echicated in the Univerſity ' of Glaſgow..” 
cume to America in 1735; and was miniſter of a. — 


in Delaware county, Pennſylvania, till about L751 we 
he was choſen Rector, of the Academy at Philadalph 


fa i7 55, he was elected Vice Provoſt of the College In 


"firſt | Preſbpterian@churckk He hs an 2 2 
ſcholar; and, in . hiſtory, ral reading, a 
$79 re ob chara . He di wh * 3 1776 9 6, tat. 14; 


HOMME 149 ebe 
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great conſtellatlon in Heavens -- Let I am 
far from blaming you for your careful and 


— © — —— 2 
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t rity; Where he was alſo an aſſiſtant miniſter ute 
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foe ny. but which he ved to ſbs ful 

filled. In: conſidering. the advantagen of 
Amerie, compared with Europe; having 
obſerved, that „ we: are planting an empire | 
of better laws and religion; he adde: I 
4s probable that, in time, there will be ſorm- 
ed a PROVINCIAL CONFEDERACY, and a 
Common Couneil, ſtanding on free provincial 
ſufſrage: And this may, in time, terminate 
in an imperial diet,“ when the imperial do- 
minion will ſubſiſt, ar it onght, in Ex xc; 
n. nt Oe, e e eee 


nene $47 8. by 1% 
8. 14; 4 jet q ET Ane -'} 3 t 
ie 41801 
5 b pech gif K xxXTY. 
487017 e 


N the: 20th of January he preached a | 
Diſcourſe, on the occaſion of the death of | 
King George Wt and the acceffiorrof George 
HI. e Wes. a em the adminiſ- 
e N | traten 


ct ahr mY 


* Altaging, r to che g government. of Germany, 
"compoſed, (though nt by election,) of the "heads of the 
ſeveral States belonging to that Empire and forming one 


Fe confederacy. Imperial dit is but eee 


Seren + C Db | ö | 
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Ade ebe 1760. . George HI. wit prd⸗ 
elaimed at Newport, and through rr Fagan: gun, 
January 19 * ; 


. r,, as ai wa NY EDT OT” oo 
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_ PRESIDENT STILES, tor 
watian' of the late king; paying the reſpect of 


a dutiful ſubject to his memory, and noticing 


tho auſpicious circumſtances attending the 
acceſſion af his ſugceſior, he adde: What 
_— but that we religiouſly implore the 
divine ſuperintendance. and bleſſing on his 
future reign Since much will de- 
pend, ſtill, on the juſt exerciſe of the prerogs 
ative, with which, by the Britiſh conſtitution; 
and univerſal explicit ſuffrage of our-enw 
pire, he is now veſted ; it-will not be un 


grateful to him to know, that he is, every 
Lord's day, accompanied Di 
grace, with the fervent. addreſſes of half a 


to the throne of 


million of loyal Chriſtians, in New-Eng- 
land, for that ſupernal influence on his royal 


F mind from the Supreme King of the uni- 


verſe, by whom ſubordinate kings reign; 
and princes deeree juſtice. This will be 


the more neceſſary for us to continue, on 
our part, not only from the efficacy of joint, 
and ardent ſ ſu upplication, but from the POSSI - 
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BLE, "EXIGENCIES . of New-England, NLA 


MAY-FALL WITHIN THE PERIOD or Hrs: 


MAJESTY's REIGN. As there are men, wo 
have 4 mighty opinion of retrenching ing 


liberties of theſe colonies, or throwing © me 
4 * „ 5 a * * - - 
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b THE LIFE Or 
| of poliey over them, which may amount " 


a deprivation : ſo, if theſe, with their pro. 
jections, ſhould gain acceſs to his Majeſty's i 


Ears, MISTAKEN REPRESENTATIONS MAY 
inDVcs His MajesTyY ro ACCEDB'Tq 


MEASURES OF UNHAPPY CONSRBUUENCI | 


70 HRE LiBtRTY or AMERICA,” ages 


An hiſtorian records a 80 inſtance of | 


hls political diſcernment,* 


This year he commenced a coürſe of 
cel experiments, which he continued 
for ſeveral ſucceeding years. He alſb began 
thoſe enquiries, reſpecting the number of | 


Indlans fn North-Amerlea, thelr "national 
evſtoms, and religious rites, which he long 


xled _—_— 


AD M. Dec,LXII.-ATAT.XXXVI. 


D, FRANKLIN baving lately prefented 


, him with Fahrenhelt's thermometer, on the 

frſt of January he began a ſerles, of ther- 
mdmetales) hang meteorological mm 
| + of fat TITRE W 


ll 


4} y 


* \ Gordon's nden of the . Wer, yel if 
A, D, 95h | | 


0 proſecuted with ardent — and UnWek | 
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which he continued, with very little inter- by 
ruption, with his own hand, till within two. 

days of his death. Theſe obſervations were 
made with frequency i in the courſe of the 
day, and eſpecially when there was any re- | 
markable variation in the temperature of 
heat or cold, or any phenomenon relating 
ko metegrology- They compoſe a pr. treaſ- | 
ure in this article of ſcience z,, are « con- 
tained in ſix quarto volumes. 


5 - 


"his year he wrote a letter to the Re 
eren d Dr. Lardner, of London, and ſollelte 
hls 4 Credibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory, 


hn 
Ahe Redwood library, That worthy man, 
end very learned author, oblltingly wif | 


with hls requeſt, and malntalned a correſs 
pondenee with him ill nearly the time of 
hls death, 


He now commenced emen for the 
raiſing of ſilk worms, and for the culture of 
ll; and wrote letters. abroad to obtaln In- 
formatlon on the ſuheck from the ſilk 10 
a ſtories, He kept 4 journal, In which he 
„ literſyerfed "remarks ſelecked from Wer 

authors on the filk eulture, partleularl ney on. 
the Itallau and Chineſe manner] and as he 
fonte to | make e and, with 
q boy e new as great 


5 Venen for' the benefit of the minlſten 
. jo the parts adjacent, Mr. Stiles propoſed 


: wh of theological writings, and particularly 


oy THE LE ob 


t kſſiduiry, to invite the attention at th 8 43 


Kae to the ſubject, for a" ſeries of 
_ yeals, Kis Journal, eo leftively, bonflikutes a | 


quarts volume. | | 
The uſe of the Redwood War, being J 
the act of Incorporation, confined” to 


chat ty mould unite in making © Whit | 


purehaſe the Fathers, and eccleſiaſtical 
matte In 66ryjunttion with his earned 
RHend, . the Reverend Dr. Welt, of Part. 

year begun this eellectlen b b 
e name of an ( Keeleflaſtical LIbrary WM 


| they unltedly contributing fer Its Af 
- den, Juſtin Martyr j Origen, Eufebluy, and 


her authors, 


e wen lb eplnlen, that the early Chrlfilan 


writers, were toe much neglected * diyine 
at the preſent day, The moſt valuable of 


them, ho obſſkryed, might be read with a ſmall 
expence ''of time, and with great profit 


Without a formal defence, may I not aſk; 
Whethet the modern charge of eredulity. i 
not too vague far, their entire condemnatlon 


And ks of them * con * 
or 
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, gays. forced conſtruRtions of the, Serip- 
a 76 were they not competent witneſſes of 
I hiſtorical facts ? and, as hiſtorians of the dpc- 
trines and ſtate of the church, in their own 
day, have they no claim to our attention? 
Nor, is this their ſole merit. Who can, read 
the Apologies of Juſtin Martyr, addreſſed H 
he Emperor and Senate of Rome, and no 
admire the learning and noble ſpirit of that 
able defender of the Chriſtian faith ? Who 
un, read the, Eplſtles of Ignatlus, and not 
be deeply impreſſed with the ungonquerabl 
lutropldity of that voluntary and wa 
Nr the peeullar merlts 
the fathers, as hiftorlans, and as martyfs, 4 
high rank is affigned them, even as Me 
Writers, „ Nelther the graces of Hmpllelt 
not the Plendeur of ornament, were een⸗ 
fined to Xenophon and Plato, nor to LIVy 
and Cleero 1 for every Impartlal eritle will 
demmend the pure ſtyle of Lackantlus y the 
uch imagery, and appoſite illuſtrations of 
Theodoret z the claſſical fluency of Mlautius 
Felix; the uniform perſpiculty of Baſil j the 
glowing effuſions of Gregory of Nazlanrum j 
und 'the'exuberant and'attrating''eloquealdd 
bf Chr om, and Cyprian.“ +15 00) 12 
= In Stour days i moch o 5:01 oh 
. Kent's Sermons, at Bampton LeQture, 1790« | 


1 
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IN a letter to Dr. Lardner, June a6; he 
ſollelts contributions to the Libraty of Mar. 
 vard College, which had recently been en- 
fumed by fife. 4 One of the four eellege 
edifices of Harvard was, laſt winter, unhap= 
plly burnt down j and In it the whole Gel- 
tTege Library, eonfifting, 1 think, of abeut I 
$988 volumes, was conſumed, excepting the I 
oks abroad, Our brethren in Eurepe 
would: do a moſt acceptable kindneſs to our 
 ehurohes, in aſſiſting, by ſmall contributions BW 
from their private libraries, ar otherwiſe, in 
the reparation of the public library of Har- 
vard College, and its philoſophical apparatus. 
Jam aſhamed: to addreſs your generoſity 
again, though I know you delight in doing I 
good: but I could with the liberality of your 
friends would honour Harvard Library with 
. your, work, at leaſt with the Supplement,” 
Wich ſuch a catholic ſpirit, did he, iptereſt 
- himpſelf far the advancement of literature, in 
' ſeminaries of learning, with Which he had 
- go. immediate connexion. Vieying all inſti- 
tutions for the promotion of knowledge, a 
conſtituting one grand republic of letters, he 
4 conducted 


MW word," 


32 — * — 


"'of Literary and Learned Inſtitutlons, in 


gonduted as a citizen of this extenſlve com- 
munlty 3 and his ſuperiority to local and 
vu willeesy evinees the real greatheſs 
ef his foul, In this tralt of His character he 
reſembled that truly noble emperer, Who 
lad i * As | am Antoninus, Rome is my elty, 
and My country: 4 but, 48 3 am a MAN, the 
To every fend ef truth and ſplenee l 
muſt be pleaſing te remark the growing 
prevalence of Literary Cathollelſin in the oh 
villzed world, | Although ſome - American 
publications have been reviewed in Kurope 
with a bigotry unworthy of the eighteenth 


century ; it gives me pleaſure to record an 


example of liberality, which perfectly ac- 


'eortls with my fübſect, and wpleh deſerves - 


the higheſt commendation, It cloſes an En- 
gliſh review of the firſt volume of ( Me- 
molrs of the American Academy of Arts 
and Sciences,” This volume, ſays the 
(Reviewer, „may be conſidered as a proof, 
chat philoſophical purſults are carried on 
every acalous cultivator of the arts wil be- 


44 


denn whatever 
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whatever part of the globs For Tavey 
_ and phlleſephle LxaARNine are ſuperler to 
and even mwationah diftinions, 
Turin views will ever extend beyond thy 
narrow boundaries of local and: ſeparate in- 
tereſts, which divide ſodiety from ſoclety, 
and: one body of men from another. To 
romote the common good of mankind, 
and'to increaſe the general ſtock of. human 
happineſs, by the diffuſion of uſeful know!- 
edge, benevolence, and wiſdom, is THEIR 
great object, and leading Aa wo 
Fer {mand them Fey s Pg 2a tig cn 


1 
( 14 26.44 
| * 7 * % 
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LEARNING by the foreign gazettes, thi 
certai in petlops, who hal been ſent to Egypt 
and Atabia by the Daniſh King, had' lately 
brought 560 very ancient Hebrew and Ara · 
hie manuſeripts from the Raft, and depofited 
chem in the univerſſity at Obpenhagen j "ha 
addreſſed a letter, in Latin, to ce Freftet ol 
this Vniverſity, to enqulte dhe | 
geek Ar n mn ſulje@s" 


* ? 


U neu Review for 1x88, 1 
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they wreited,” He preſumed that the rant 
were ameng theſe manuſerlpts, and expireſf 
ed a Wiſh'to knew the age of the world, 
gebotding to theſe writings, -—— The Vedas, 
writtetv in Sanſerit, are the anclent and ſacred 
books” of che Hindus, in four volumes, three 
of which sir Wiltiam Jones firmly believed, 


om internal and external! evidence; ebe 


more than 7örer fh years od. 
On che 28th of March, the bnd 


Doctor in nile It was through the 1 th 


Dr. Robertſon, the celebilted hiſtorian, then 
Principal of that Uliiverfity, recommended 
his friend: as s ſuſtaining © «an NPE) nt charac 
4 ter, and a as“ ' greatly eſteemed | by his breth- 
ren dhe lergy, even of other detomitations, 
for bis / extenſive © learning gz and the ca- 


him this honour.” Mr. Stiles received the 
Aptomii Ar November „ To be enrolled! 


5 did this" okafion; to Dr. Franklin und th- 

chat life in inte order, which Implles =. 

ag well us Erudhlon, would havè been, 
a it, the furainlt of my umbl- 


\, % tion. | 


* 


109 


Fdibburgh eonfetred on him the degres | 


* 2 
al 


fluence: of Dr. Franklin, who, in a letter to 


* 
9 
4 
1 f 
1 
q 
Ig 
[ t 
| 


thblleifini of his temper j' and ſolicited for 


in the Aigheſt order of Nieruture"he writes, 


* 
» 
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ton, 1 am not conſcious of a merit equal to 
ſuch an honour : yet. am happy in receiy. 


ing it from an Univerſity of the firſt eml. | 


nenoe for Religion and Literature 3; and in 
| having been introduced to it by a gentleman 
whoſe recommendation carries welght with 


t throughout the, Republic of letters. ' I: 
would give me the higheſt ſatisfaQion; could I 
my character do the leaſt honour, ta you, 


Sir, and to that illuſtrious Seat of learning.” 4 


In grateful acknowledgment of the honou 


thus unexpectedly ſhewn him, he addreſſed 


A letter, in Latin, to Dr. 4 Robertſon, and to | 
| the Senatus Academicus, in that elaſfica 


ſtyle, and courtly manner, for which hi 
vritings are diſtinguiſhed. U It is ſome 


ſerve it. I truſt you, will wear the, Jaurel 
vot only unenvled, but with the approbatio 
of the beſt judges.” , 13 a8 f ads" 


How little he eſtimated diplomatle. = 


appto- 


* outs, in compatiſom with the Urine 


bation, and celeftial-(glories, by 
; Slorles, pears: % 


Jetter written to his friend the 
Dana I beg leave to: congratulate you 
en the honour _ bone 


you by han Unk 
eflity 


thing,” obſerved one of his friendy, © to ob. 
tain: ſuch an honour 1 but it is more to de- 


Fu 


—— 282 


„ — 


— >” 25> 3 3 


5” 


— 5 6s r FS OS #: FF: 


-” == . 


PRESIDENT SIL EVS. 111 


verſity. of Edinburgh, in conferring on you 
the Doctorate in Divinity,It h a 
pleaſure, whenever the literary titles deſcend 
and reſt on genius, eruditlon, and real merit, 


But, dear Sir, what is this elevation, what 


the higheſt academical honour, compared to 


chat of a humble diſciple, a faithful miniſter, 
of the bleſſed Jeſus? What the honour of 
W being enrolled in the ſupreme order of lite- 
rary merit, and regiſtered in the. archives of 


Edinburgh and Cambridge, to that of having 
our names written in the Lamb's book of life? 
May we feel the incentives of the celeſtial 


retributions; and ſo act our parts here, by 


turning” many to righteou/ſneſi, as hereafter, to 


RRR ; 


as the flars forever and ever." t 


An adherenee to the cauſe e truth; and 
to che practice of piety, is thus recom» 
tended, in à letter to Mr. Jennings, of 
London, November 29 : The Diſſenting 
intereſt, through the Britiſh empire, I have. 
much at heart. I wiſh the ſtability and 


perſevering firmneſo of our brethren in that 
glorious cauſe of apoſtolic truth, which muſt 


tally. prevail, on earth. May we all be 
aulmated ln the ate like tad 1 


i Ki 
q 
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by the higher glories of immortality. , Let 
us of the riſing generation live the purity IM 
of religion, and walk in the e of our 
plows e „ . 
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10 J. Z. Holwell, Ecquire, author of Z 
6 Hiſtorical events relative to the Empire 
of Hinduſtan'-—who had reſided thirty 
years in Bengal —he wrote a letter, Feb. 
47, to acquire information ingprientgal hi. 
toty z and particularly to aſtertain; whether 
the Jews, at Cochin and at Patna, were, in 
poſſeſſion of a Hebrew Peritateueh : an et 
quiry, which continued to intereſt his ev 
fioſity till he found his congenlal mind it I 
- the late Ble Williatn Jones, o hom be 


. himfelf on this fuhſect, * vii 
ſome others, which ſhall be notleed In the 


lequel. 
* this letter, he alle 10 what antlquly 

: the Shaſtah* extends Its ghronolegy. 4. 4 
what period It was written whether It 1 

| wee 0 ane author, or , Þy @ gumbet, 
0 v Yo T0 


COL] Sacred books of the Gontaos, 


* 


Ir 
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W in a ſucceſſion of years ; whether it contains 


any thing analogous to the coſmogony of 


= Moſes ; whether it has any alluſions to 


events in the Aſſyrian empire, and ſynchro- 
nizes with any of the princes from Ninus 
to Sardanapalus; whether. it mentions the 
princes or governors of Perſia, Media, and 
Bactria, during their infancy, and while 
members of the Aſſyrian empire, and before 
Zoroaſter ; or alludes to the Lama ſyſtem 
at Potola, or to the hiſtory of China z what 
are its religious doctrines; what the num- 
ber of people from Indus to the Ganges 3 
whether the Shaſtah is received in Siam, 
and in other kingdoms eaſt of Bengal ? 
whether the Brähmans are generally learned 
and virtuous, and have ſeminaries of liters 
ature 3 Whether the diſciples of Fo, of the 
de la Lama, at Potola, have any ſyſtem, or 
eolletion, of capital writings diſtinguiſhed 


by a like univerſal reverence as the Shaftah 


of Hindoftan, and what thelr antiquity ; In 
what part of Indla was the ſeat of emplre, 
at the time of writing the Shaftah z what 
the remoteſt notloes, in the Indian hiſtorles, 


of any public tranſacklons, or political com». g 


munleatlons between the ancient empire of 


| P 5 1 | India, 


ty 
if — 
gore: 
4. 


the Ten Tribes ? If fo, have they the Pen- 
tateuch, or any other Hebrew writings be- 


mediately directed to Dr. Stiles, 
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India, and that of China. z whether there are | 
any traces of an ancient colonization from 


India into the north-eaſt region, where, it 


is ſaid, there has been, for 'ages, a large 
body of people under the Lama of Potola ; 


at what time was ſuch emigration from the 


parent ſtate ? It is ſaid, (he remarks)" that MW 
not only on the Malabar coaſt, at Cochin, 


but at Patna up the Ganges, there are large 


bodies of Jews, (or Hebtews z) and the lat- 


ter are ſaid to account themiſelves of the 
half, tribe of Manaſſeh. Do all the Jews of 


the eaſt appeir to be of the laſt difperſion? 
or, do thoſe of Patna, in particular, dtſebver 
any evidence of their having deſcended from 


yond the age of Salmaneſer ? In the regions 
north of the Mogul empire, are there found 
any cluſters of people that cireumeiſe, and 
retain traditions of a derivation from 1 


Ten Tribes ? 


Prefident Clap pot? to reſign | bis 
prefideticy at Vale College, the attention of 
the Corporation appears to have = im- 


In Jul 


ter, 


he received * a — end, 


JU 


— 


Tons | | Mos 9 | 
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ter, which expreſſes the deſire of one of the 
Corporation, that he ſhould enquire at the 
= Doctor's own mouth, whether he would 
accept a preſidency at Yale College, if it 
mould be offered to him. © You aſk,” he 
replies, a delicate queſtion, I well know 
the difficulties of that important office, and 
my inability to diſcharge it with advantage 
and honour. The title of a Preſident, though 
eminent and honourable, is a laurel inter. 
woven with thorns, If there are many flat- 
tering and agreeable things in ſuch an em- 
ployment, they are more than balanced by 
; the difficulties attending it, as, indeed, is the 
| caſe of all public offices whatever, of any 
conſiderable eminence.I am not calculated 
for great uſefulneſs ; there are principles in 
my nature, chiefly my paſſions, which would 
defeat ſuch an aim. To hecome a little 
uſeful, to be diſciplined inta. a ſeraphie pu- 
rity of ſoul, and to become ſincerely piqus, 
is all the glory of my life: but my choice 
is a retirement and obſcurity, even beyond 
what I have hitherto been able to attain; in 
which, howeyer, I purpoſe, by the leave of 
Providence, to, be more and more invel 
oped : eſpecially as 1 Mg the leſs we have 


to 


. 
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to do with the world, and public life, the | 
more we may perfect ourſelves in the divine | 
life, the % hid with Chrift in God, which WM 
I have leng determined ſhall be my ehlet 
alm. II eeneelve it infinitely difficult for MM 
the governor of a province, er the preſi. M 
dent of a college, te be converſant with, and 
prudently to adjuſt himſelf to, a great variety 
of contrary views, diſpoſitions, tempers, pur- MW 
ſuits, and characters, many of them very im. 
portant, and not endanger the firmneſs of the 
moral principle ——1I know ſo little of my- 
ſelf, indeed, that I may, perhaps, be unable 
previouſly to pronounce the part J might 
take, 'on a contingency which, in my ap- F 
prehenſion, is impoſſible ; though I am at 1 
no loſs what would be a wiſe conduct. b 
So reluctant was he to be called forth to i 
ſcene of more public ſervice, than that of the 
miniſtry, to which he was now devoted; 
ſo jealous was he of the temptations, to 
which his virtue might be expoſed ; ſo little 
influence had the allurements of literary 
fame, in compariſon with the attractions of 
retirement, and of an occupation favourable 
to improvement in piety ! If, when put to 


ye teſt at a ſubſequent period, he may be 
Rn 
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ſuppoſed to vary his judgment, on this ſub· 
ject, to abandon his preſent reſolutions, and 
to enter with pleaſure Inte the lifts of fame 
evidence will net be wanted to prove, that 
his ſentlments and Inellnatlens remalned un- 
altered, and that he rather ſubmitted to the 
taſk, than aſpired to the honour, of the preſs 
dener. 

Having previouſly boon nominated to the 
office of. a Fellow of Rhode - Iſland College, 
which office he had declined, and being now 


WF actually elected into that. office, and ſolicited 
by repeated deputations from the Corpora- 


tion to accept it; he writes to the Chancel- 
lor and Truſtees : I was too ſincere 4 
friend to literature, not to have taken part in 
the inſtitution at firſt, upon my nomination 
in the-Charter, had I not been prevented by 


W reaſons, whith a ſubſequent immediate elec- 


tion could not remove.” Whatever the 
reaſons were, they ſtill influenced him to 
decline the. office to which he was invited, 
with ſuitable acknowledgments, of the po- 
liteneſs and reſpect, with which he was treaty 
ed, on this occaſion ; concluding his letter 
with the catholic and pious wiſh, that“ the 


Father of art from whom comes down 


every 
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every good and perfe gift, may * te | 

public munificence, and raiſe up benefacto 

through whos liberalities this Inſtitution ſha i| 

be completed with an ample endowment.” 

In a letter to the Reverend Dr. Welles, he 

6 YT writes: © Lam ſtationed in a very difficult 
| 


part of the Lord's vineyard, though, I thank 
|. God, with great tranquillity and happineſs 
in my flock. A prince has not any thing to 
| beſtow, which I ſhould efteem of equal val. 
your prayers, that I may be enabled to ful. 
fil the miniſtry I have received, to the ac - 
ceptance of Him, whom I eſteem. it my fv if 
preme glory to ſerve.” : 
A letter, December 8, to the aged and ven- 
erable Dr. Lardner, has this intereſting con- 
lt eluſion: I aſk your prayers for me, an 
1 unworthy labourer in the church. May the 
1 divine preſence and wiſdom accompany you 
through the reſidue of your life 4 I ſhall not 
fee you in this world but I hope, through 
grace, you will be among the firſt ſpirits [ 
fall have the happineſs 6f meeting in the 
eeloftial realms,” . 
Dt. Lardner's 1aſt letter t6 Dr. Süles is 
dated „ Hoxton-Square in London, April . 


6, 1968,” The Doctor died July 24, in 
| the 
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Y the Ce year, Aunt, 85, He war of amid 


dling ſtature ; rather thin than corpulent 3 


1 of a healthful conſtitution, cheerful diſpoſi- 


tion, and polite manners. He was never 
married. His many learned publications in 
ſupport of Chriſtianity, of which he Was a 
real ornament, are well known. His *Cred- 
ibility of the Goſpel Hiſtory” is a very elab- 
orate work, which, by a copious ſtatement 
of authentic facts, demonſtrably eſtabliſhes 
the authenticity of the Chriſtian religion. 
This valuable work being voluminous, it 

may be of uſe to add here a remark of the 
Author, in a letter to Dr Stiles: „ The 


W three volumes of the Supplement do contain a 


kind of Summary of all the volumes of the 
Second Part. I could wiſh the Supplement 
(the expenee of which is not very great) 
might be in the hands of many ſtudents of 
divinity, and young miniſters,” 
This year he copied, for the firſt time, the 
aurious Inſeription on a rock in Dighton, 


= which has baffled the attempts of the Anti- 


quarians of America, and of Europe, to decy- 


pher to entire ſatisfaction. It was his opinion, 
that the character is Punic, Profeſſor Sewall 


tranſmitted a copy of this Inſcription to M. 
VT 


e 


— 4 


; 1 
- - = — — - 
— — — — — 
ä6G—ä—AG4 —— — — Soong — 
GI 


| 

: 

* 
1 
x 
1 
3 


Gebelin, of the Pariſian Academy of Sciences, 


cient Carthaginians once viſited theſe diſtant 


glyphic inſcription, than an alphabetical 


the Indian tribes, commemorating their mili- 
itary atchievements, or hunting parties. 1 


appear in the following extract from a letter, 


ſentiments, and could wiſh the 
"_—_ doctrines, and Wm vom principle, 
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who, comparing it with the Punic paleogra- 
phy, interpreted it as denoting, that the an- 
regions.“ Others ſuppoſe it rather an hiero- 


character, and that, therefore, it may be the 
work of the Chineſe, or Japaneſe ;- while 
ſome ſeem inclined to conceive of it as noth- Ml 
ing more than the rude ſcrawls of ' ſome of if 
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| HIS ſentiments on the moſt uſeful "___ N 
of preaching, and of defending Revelation, || i 


January 20, to Mr. Jennings, of London: 
1 pray God to uphold your cauſe aud 
intereſt, and carry it trlumphantly through 


all its diſcouragements, I fully join in your 
good old 


17 were 0 
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were des, and more generally inculeated 


in the [preaching of the Diſſenters. They 
are the AY a God, and the power of | 


God. 

= The diſquiſitions of Deilm, and the tos 
" þ fences uf Revelation, during the laſt hun- 
e I dred years, may have inſenſibly introduted a 
e manner of preaching, which conſiſts more in 
. MY labouring the moral explications of the ration- 
£ (WY ality of the Chriſtian ſyſtem, than an enforce- 


ment and weighty addreſs of the important 
S. truths themſelves, from conſiderations drawn 
from the authority of the Moſt High, and 
the momentous conſequences' of eternity, 18 
well as the innate reaſonableneſs and excel- 
lency of evangelical truth: The latter, I ap- 
prehend, has engroſſed the modern preach- 
ing; the former may have been too little 
attended to: both ſhould go together, 
_ 4 Revelation is to be ſupported and de- 
fended by arguments taken from the harmo- 
ny, dignity, credibility, and reaſonableneſs 
of its (yſtem z from the fulfilment of proph- 
ecy and from miracles, eſpecially that cap- 
Ital one of the reſurrection of Jeſus,  -But, 
being eftabliſhed, Its doArines and precepts 
are to be allodged and urged. home upon 
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the Gutelehdes af mankind, with à Thur 
faith the Lord! All his dictates are founded 
in unerring wiſdom; and conſummate res- 
ſon. If I know his will, be it enough. 
whether I can enter into the rationality of 
it, or not: not to obſerve, that the greater 
part of Revelation ſo far 'approves itſelf.'t 
dur realon; at firſt view, as to force acknow|- 
_ _ edgment even from deiſts, that it compoſt 
a für ſublimer ſyſtem, than that of Confu- 
eius, Zoroaſter, Plato, or even Shafteſbury, 
eonfidered as a code of laws for human eon. 
duct, or as deſcribing a part of the mori 
economy of the univerſe, In a word, there 
are no objeQions againſt the rationality ef 
the Serlpture ſcheme, ' but what ' Inſtantly 
vaniſh from a mitd convinced, that it ls de- 
rived from the Father of Lights, 
After all, the deiſts'are not the men, 
whom we are to expect to influence” by that 
truth, which is alike within the apprehen- 
ſion of the peaſant, and of men of the ſub- 
limeſt genius and refinement. Nr many 
noble are called: not that they ſhould be ne- 
e but to operate both on them and 
the reſt of a ſinful world, the opening and 
Ilafratin 85 not ſo much the moral” reaſon, 
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as the nature, and exhibiting plain deſcrip: 
tions, of evangelical truth, and enforcing it 


as founded in the authority of a Being of 


perfection, may perhaps be attended with 
the moſt: happy effect and ſucceſs,” 

In correſpondence with theſe ſentiments, 
he wrote, ſoon after, to the Reverend Mr. 
Wright, of Briſtol, in England:“ I am appre- 
henſive, that, for half a century, the evangeli- 
cal doctrines of human nature in ruins, and its 
reparation, commencing radically in a change 
of heart, .the propitiation and atonement of 
the Redeemer, and juſtification through his 
vlearlous ſacrifice, and the doctrines con» 
nected with theſe grand principles of the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, may have a little too much 
given place to what ls called a more ration» 
al and polite manner of preaching, And 


yet J would by no means ſeem to ſay any 


thing againſt rational ſermons, ſince, in my 
opinion, Revelation has proceeded from the 
molt perfect and . conſummate Reaſon, 1 


cauld wiſh the Independents would adopt 


the .learning and. charity of the Preſbyteri- 
ans; and that the latter would. a little more 
reſume thoſe evangelical doctrines, for which : 


Wer aneeſing were very. eminent. 
| | E «If 


publication of the light of Nature, and the 
An inſtitution for the redreſs of a, polluted 
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« If we conſider Revelation as only a 10. 


= of Virtue, Its 


principal glory eſcapes us, 


world muſt, In Its own nature, be different 
from an Inſtitutlon calculated for a perfect 


world, a ſyſtem of ſinleſs intelligeneles,- 
Accordingly, we find the great atonement 


making a principal figure in the goſpel, as 


being the only baſis of the recovery and re. 
conciliation of this world to the favqur 
| Jehovah, and of its reunion, with the ins 
numerable myriads of moral ſyſoms, which 


compoſe the univerſe, | 

I have thought that the Deiſtical con- 
troverfy has inſenſibly led the Chriſtian paſ- 
tors, and even ſome of the beſt friends of the 
Redeemer, into a conceſſion, that nothing is 
to be admitted in religion, whoſe: interna} 


reaſon is not conſpicuous and evincible. But, 


a8 /Biſhop Butler bas heun, = religion de- 


rived from above muſt be ſuppoſed to in- 
volve intricacies too deep for human ſolution. 
Should any man, or ſet of men, call in queſ- 


tion the perfection of the works of Nature; 
I ſhould think the philoſupher adventured 


too far, in Joining iſſue, and undertaking to 


mew 


of 
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ſhow the vaiverſal beauty, in all given in- 

ſtances, the final cauſes, and real perfectlon 
of every phenomenon in view. We may 
ſee enough, to be convinced that all le per- 
fect, and that ſuperior minds may ſee perfecn 
tlon in every part; while It will become our 
wiidom to conſider the limitation of human 
capacities,—Let it be proved, that a rells 
gion comes fram the fountain of infallibility, 
and its r reaſonableneſs is demonſtrated, It 
may then be addreſſed to mankind with the 
double force of divine authority, and of in- 
| ternal fitneſs and excellency.“ 
By giving up 'every thing, which we 
cannot! explain,” he judged that © ſome of 
our moſt ſenſible modern writers had level 
led the goſpel to the religion of nature,” and 
given up its eſſential doctrines.“ If this 
ſentiment is well founded, does it not merit 
e ſeriqus attention of Chriſtian miniſters? 
If chs public defenderg of the goſpel ſtudi- 
ouſly accommodate its principles to the boaſt- 
ec but perverted reaſon and liberality of an 
unbelieving and licentious age; will they 
not hold up the Chriſtian revelation to the 
yiew: n a8 a. . uncertain and un- 

0 To raft þ F | 1171 important 
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| important ſyſtem, and give them room te 
ſuſpect that even fts learned and profeſſional 
advocates are ſecretly aſhamed of ſome WE its 
evident and diſtinguiſhing features“? 


A letter to the Reverend Mr. Kirkland, 
November 4, deſigned to make enquiry con- 
cerning Indian antiquities, cloſes in the ſpirit 
of primitive Chriſtianity : * You are, dear 
Sir, employed in a great and good work. 
May the preſence and bleſſing of the Light 
of the Gentiles attend you, and aceompany 
your labours in the kingdom and patience of 
our divine Immanuel. The fame of the un- 
wearted aſſiduity and truly apoſtolic labour: 
of the late Reverend David Brainerd is fpread 
through Europe; I lately ſaw an extract of 
His journal in the publication of a German 
divine, the Reverend Dr. Friſenius,, The 
Reverend Mr. Sergeant's character, alſo, was 
treated with great honour in Europe. You. 
are enterprizing a work, wHich will commend 
your name to poſterity. But theſe are tri- 
fling conſiderations, in compariſon with the 
true motives, which ought to animate a min- 
iſter of the bleſſed felus, Can we *. enough 
for lun, who Mapa us to 9 the 1 ? . 4 we 
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taſted the grace of the Redeemer ;/ let us be 
touched with the tender wiſh, that all men 
may partake of the ſame common ſalvation. . 
What nobler work can we be employed in on 
earth, than in diffuſing the good news to a 
periſhing world, and perſuading men to be 
_ reconciled to God? Shall not pity and com- 
paſſion to a world of periſhing ſinners, ſhal! 
not the approbation of Jeſus, ſhall not a 
name written in the Lamb's book of life, be 
incentives to our afliduity infininitely tran- 
ning all wordly wave 7 "41700 


Nor does he forbear to point the Abd 
of che great to the ſublime truths of religion. 
After making his acknowledgments to Gov- 
ernor Hutchinſon, for the compllinentek his 
hiſtory, he adds : © Permit me, Sir, to wiſh 
you every bleſſing —not the glorlous inde- 
Fa of a Britiſh nobleman, dangerous 
virtue, but a final partlelpatlon In the ex- 
alted, thou gh dependent, honours of im. 
mortality, Ik the ſplendours of Which ant 
ſuBhinaty glory dulce ald is ler-“? 
On this anntverfüry bf his nativity, He 
_ « Birth-day Reflection, atid continued 
practles mal, With but one or ko 
: 10 * to the time of his death, Ex- 
| | track: 
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tative of His 1 ſhall ebe 
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HOUGH: the Hebrew language . 


taug tht at Yale. College, when Dr. Sti x 


it fhudent 3, yet, not then ex eng, to ciiter 
the miniſtry, to Yes wellen öl onl ly this 

language was thought i to be de of uſe, 1 he g LI wh 

Lebledted it, After his ſettlemetit'at 

port, when he was curious to enge the 

ſeuſe of ſome capital Hebrew wordz. he uſed 

to find, in Montanus Hebrew Bible, firſt 


the Lada word, then the Hebrew vver It 


chen he compared the ſame word in different 


texts, and Pong the fenfe, "This, with the 
0 of Poli Synogfir, gave Him what telling 
ante he could obtaly froth the Hibrew, 
fo Ucht, ladeed, he derived fret the own 
Wo rt, artleularly from thelr e 
toae ah, by Ain that the Roe of 
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pe felt the neceſſity of the knowledge of the 
Jews ſynagogue inereaſed his wiſh to poſſeſa 
at leaſt ſo much of it, as to ſee a little into 
their books arid ſervice. On receiving a 
diploma from Edinburgh, his © ambition was 
| touched, or rather a ſenſe of ſhame excited, 
that a Doctor of Divinity ſhould not under- 
ſtand a language,” ſo important, and ſo eaſily 
acquired, But the delight of other ſtudies, 
and the drudgery of learning a dead language, 
conſpired to the continuance of his negle&. 
At length, however, in May, 1767, though 
advanced into the fortieth year of his age, he 
conicluded to attempt at leaſt to read the lan- 
guage. At this time he knew but ten of the 
Hebrew letters Having walked a few times 
on the patade with the Huzzan, who gave 
him the true power of the letters and vows 
els, he began to ſpell and read the Plalters 
In the five firſt days, he read te the igth 
Plalm. Eneeuraged by his ſueeeſd, he ſoon 
found himſelf able te read about ten pages 


pages 
wery mornlug after breakfaſt, Not long af 
der, the Huszan wrote for him the alphabet, 


with the vowels ; gave him the ſounds, and 
heard kim ſpell _ of the wks) A 
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alſo gave him the Rabbinical letters. "This 
was his chief aſſiſtance, When he had read 
the Pſalter, he began to tranſlate it into Latin, 
and finiſhed it in one 'month Aﬀer tran. 
lating « number of Plalms into Engllſh, he 
began to read and tranſlate Geneſis, Dur- 
ing this period, he examined my paſſi- 
15 and critical, Important words, by com. 
parlng them as vſed in dlfſerent plates of 

ferlpture, „ with great profit and (atlefac- 
tion.” He alſo examined other writings t 
Chaldee, and Rabbinieal Hebrew) and the 
Samarltan character, In which the ſeriptufe 
Hebrew was originally weltten 4 © the pref: 
ent Hebrew Dible belng in Hebrew lan. 
guage, Indeed, but In 3 Ohaldale letter, 
n which Ezra tranſeribed it,” Having read 
part of Geneſis, all Exodus, and the bock of 
Ezra for the ſake of the Chaldee in it, and 
much of the Chaldee in Daniel ; on the laſt 
of! January, 1968, he began the tranſlation 
of Geneſis,” and finiſhed that book, and Ex- 
odus, by the 12th" of May. Thus, almoſt 
entirely unaided, within one year he '® un- 
expectedly accompliſhed the mn of 
the Pſalms, Genefis, and Exodus“ 

This year he alſo read conſiderable is Ara 


bis and learned the Syriac; and remarked: 
« I doubt 
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I. doubt not it is eaſier to acquire all the 
oriental languages, eſpecially the dialects of 
the Here, than any one modern European 
language, I could learn Hebrew, Arabic, 
Syriac, Armenian, with leſs pulng than the 
Latin only.“ Such à teſtimony, from an 
accompliſhed claſſical ſcholar, united with his 
example, ſhould encourage the ſtudy of the 
oriental languages, eſpecially of the Hebrew, 
a language of flugular importance to every, 
theologian, but tov generally neglected at 
the preſent day. If we ſtudy the Hebrew, 
anly with a view to the Bible, it will repay 
us, It is a glorious language, and throws 
more light en the eld teſtament, than all 
the commentatoers,”* 

He way, this year, elected a member of 
th American eye un 


14 


4 D. M DOGLAIX —Erar. XLII. 


ON the i 3 of January he commenced 
a Literary Diary, in which he recorded what 
appeared to him moſt worthy of preſervation, 


in his me. d pertons of I 
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erature, or in his various and extenſive reads 


— 2 in fifteen quarto volumes, each 


With 
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It records much curious and uſeful 
— 9 — on hiſtory, philofophy, relig. 


— — war, and on every ſubjeCt in- 
to man. This valuable treaſure is 


conſiſting of above 300 pages. The Door 
feldom permitted a day to paſs without ſome 
addition to its value; and the date of the laſt 
entry is ſix days only before his death. | 

Having, for ſeveral years, been aſſiduouſly 


Collecting materials, he now began to write an 
Eecleſiaſtical Hiſtory of New-England, and 


of Britiſh America, It is greatly to be la- 
mented that he did not altogether complete 
a'work, 'for which, in the acknowledgment 
of the beſt judges, he was ſingularly well 
qualified. The confuſions of the war, which 
6ctaſloned his exile from Newport, cauſed 
the firſt interruptions of this favourite under- 
taking ; and the complex cares and buſineſs 


of the preſidency, at a ſubſequent period, 


might not allow him to reſume it. This 
valuable manuſcript, however, is carefully 
preſerved in his cabinet, and, at ſpme future 
time, may be prepared for the ' preſs, It is 
nce to this work, that Governor 
in a ater to: n Btiles, hoving 
| ll 


Hutchinſon, 
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mentivndd+his deſign of publiſhing the: Hiſ 
tory of Maſſuchuſetts Bay, obſerves, How 
far it will interfere with your deſign, you 
will be able to judge. If I had known that 
a gentleman of your talents was engaged in 
a work of this nature, I ſhould not have 


| thought there would be occaſion of employ» 


ing myſelf in the ſame way. My materials 
would have been better” "proved in _=—_ 
* than in my own.“ 


He made it an invariable vraQien this your, 


to read one chapter, or more, in courſe, in 
the Hebrew Bible, and a portion of Arabie 
every morning, except on the Lord's dap. 
The primitive Fathers, and eccleſiaſtical 
writers of every deſcription, he continued to 
examine with critical care and indefatigable 
induſtry, He had already copied © Eutychii 
Origines Ececleſiz Alexandrina, in the 
Arabic letter, and tranſlated it from the orig - 
inal,.*. This copy, in the Arabic letter, beau- 
fully written, and the tranſlation, are pre» 
ſexved in a manuſcript- volume, devoted to 
Hebrew and Arabici He now- learned 
ſomewhat of the Syriac, and dipt into Verſie, 
ne and the 1 egy la guagese" 11 
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which, would “not happen again in above 
an hundred years at either node; and at this 
deſcending node, not in two hundred and 


7 


On the 3d of June, he was aſſiduouſiy em- 
ployed in obſerving the tranſit of Venus, 


thirty-ſix, years, or before A. D. 2004. 
This rare and intereſting aſtronomical, phe« 
nomenon furniſhed him a rich entertain. 
ment, and, as he afterwards apprehended, 


engroſſed too much of his time. His own 
obſervations on this tranſit, and on that of 
Mercury, together with the obſervations of 


other aſtronomers, in Europe and America, 
he collected and preſerved with patient dili- 
gence, and philoſophical exaCtneſs.. Theſe 
obſervations, together with the calculations 
made on them, compoſe a quarto. volume. 

In September he obſerved a comet, which 
then made its appearance, and, as * 


ſerved his obſervations. 
_ Having read a Review of Dow's Hiſtory 


of Hinduſtan, he judged that this author 
might furniſh him with a fatisfactory ac- 


cCount of the religion of that country,.and of 
other ſubjeQt of enquiry, which his own in- 


quiſitive mind ſuggeſted 3 and accordingly | 
wrote him a letter, December 27, ſoliciting 
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ſuch information, Among his enquiries are 


the following: Whether the whole of the 


Veda has been tranſlated into Engliſh ?“ 
Whether the Sanſcrit is the language, in 
which the four Vedas were originally writ- 
ten 3 and whether it is generally underſtood 
by the Brähmans of the preſent age ? 

Whether there is any ſimilitude between this 
and the Hebrew? Whether both Shaſters 
are in the ſame language and character? 


exhibited in the Vedang only; or, alſo, in 
the Neaderſen, and four Vedas ? Or, does it 
appear in theſe oriental-writings, when the 
departure from the pure primeval worſhip 
commenced ? Whether, in theſe' writings, 
any mention is made of the deluge ?F If ſo, 


ft was not tranſlated in 1794. In Sir John Shores 


Oration before 'the "Aſiatic Society, that year; a tranſla- 
tion of the Veda is mentioned among the defiderata of, 
Sir William Jones. Colonel Polier, a member of the 
Afiatic Society, poſſeſſes a complete copy of the four 
Vedas, in the original Sanferit, in eleven large volumes, 


I + Though the tranſlator of the Gertoo Laws (in his 
Preface, page 38) uſſerts,' that the flood is never once 
mentioned in the Gentoo Rag Sir William Jones 
ſhews that it ir. : | 


Which Shaſter contains the ſublimeft doc- 
trines, and pureſt morals; that of Neaderſen, 
or Vedang ? Are the inſtitutes of idolatry 
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at what antiquity is that event placed ? What 
the moſt aneient cycles for the vulgar ſup - 


putation of time; and from what eras do 
they commence ? How many years to a 


Thug in the four Thugs —and what Thug; 


whether ſecond, third, or fourth, is now cura 
rent ? * 
Brähmans have an extenſive knowledge of 
the ſciences, antiquities, and hiſtories, of other 
nations ? An eſtimate of the total of the in- 
habitahts in India, within the Indus and 
Ganges, and ſouthward to Ceylon: and the 
proportions of the two grahd ſects of che 
Veda religion, and alſo of the Mahometans 
and Perſees, within that empire. Whethet 
tho religion of the Vedas has ſpread fir 


to the eaſtward of Ne or me Pegu, 


or Slam ? Be "PRE 2 


ebe Hindus reckon the duration of the world, by 


four Jogues, [Yhugs] or diſtin ages. . The Suttee 
Jogue, (or age of purity) conſiſting of $+209,000, years. 


, The Tirtkh Jogue, (or age in which, one third 
of mankind were reprohate) 2,400,000 years. 3. The | 


Dwiplkt Jogue, (in which half of the human'racs beats 
_ depraved) - 1,600,000 years. 4. The Colle Jogue, (in 


which all mankind are corrupted, or rather, leſſened, for 


that is the true meaning of Colle) is the preſent! weed 
which they ſuppoſe ordained to fubſiſt 4005000 years) of 
which uur 5000 are already paſt. 


Whether the learned among the 


About this time it appears, chat he * als. 
tered” his / 1 ſentiments, : as to the time wherr: 


to begin the 2300 evenings mornings,*. and. 


1290 days, in Daniel.“ There are,” he 


| obſerves, but three poſſible porta welt a 
the time of Daniel, the deſolation of Antio- 


| chus Epiphanes, or the deſtruction by Titus. 
[ uſed to fix it at the time of the viſion z7 
but am nov inclined to ſet it at the time of 
Titus. It is plain, the abomination of deſo- 
lation is the commencemient of the 2300 


evenings mornings, and the 1290 days. It 


is Alfo plain, that this deſolation was to be 
ſubſequent to the erection of the Greek mon- 
archy, and conſequently, ſubſequent | to tha 
times of Daniel. Further, it was not only 
after the partition of the empire of Alexan- 
der into four kingdoms; but at the lat-- 
ter time ef their kingdom, ].. H. 
Now, Antiochus's profanation was within 
about a hundred years of Alexander, and be- 


fore the middle of the period of the four 


kingdoms eollectively taken, | The four king 
doms I take. to have. been that of the. Seleu- 
„ 160 8 nn DOLL cidæ, 
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| cidaz, at Babylon; that of the 8 
or Greek, diviſion; that of Syria; and that 
of Egypt. As to the reſt of the empire or 
conqueſts of Alexander, they were in a di. 
vided and broken ſtate z no part ever riſing 
up to the ſtate and figure of a kingdom, 
through the extended tract of Parthla, the 


leſſer Aſia, and countries north of Syria, Of 


the four, Syria, and the kingdom of the Se. 
leucide, firſt fell a ſacrifice to the Roman arm. 
In them the Romans riſe up, or appear a lit- 
tle horn, in the field of viſion, puſhing toward 
the eaſt and ſouth, and the pleaſant land. 
The Parthians bounded the Roman arms, 
and never fell till the times of the Caliphs, 
ſeven hundred years after the conqueſt of 
Egypt, in the Auguſtan age. If we aſſume 
the latter times , theſe kingdoms. to have 
happened in the times of the Cæſars; or, 
if we make the Romans the little horn, 
we are neceſſitated to fix the commence- 
ment of the 2300 years at the deſolation of 
Titus, or laſt deſtruction of the DS 
A. D. „ * 

«I am confirmed in this interpretation 
* the enen, by our Saviour'\ s evidently 

| Got" val, —_— 
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ſpeaking of the abominazion, ſpoken of by 
Daniel, as then future.“ 

Had we. commenced the 2300 year 
from the time of Daniel, the period is now 
expiring, or juſt expired ; and ſo we might 
| now be looking out for the cleanſing of the 

ſantuary, But, on the latter uren 
this event is 600 years off—a period too i 
tant to excite the attention of the proſent age,” 
By @ computation in the Doctor's Family 
Bible, on the margin of Daniel's prophecy, 
and by a paſſage in his Election Sermon, 
[page 118, ad Edit.] it appears, that he did 


not find cauſe to renounce this conſtructiog 


of che prophecies ee oe > 


{{1 . 44 ; A. D. ” 
1 * 1 1 70, deſolation ſpoken of by Daniel, 
"M48 ene mornings, \; 4 
A. D. 25700 Fee of +2300 evenings mornipgs, and ves 
Tis 4 .comaa | turn of the Jens. n 
Again: A, P. 7 18 ie t „ 263: 166 han 
| — 1 „1290 . | | | * | : - 4 
. —— * 414904. 4 g N Lhd 2 34 ” 
; 1360, end of 1290 days, 3 4 
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K. D. * 2 of {Mt the dend tim 
e Frog 325 fats after the rhturtt of = 
AC es Jews, and the rebuilding of the 

325 temple, downfal of Antichriſt, and 
5 - fulneſs of the Gentiles, 
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A D. M. DCC, LXX. rar. xn 


AI. THOUGH Dr. Stiles falary was ſmall, . 
his people, by frequent gratuities, provided 
A decent and; honourable ſupport for his 
family. Having lately received a generous 
donation, raiſed by voluntary ſubſcription, 
he was touched with ſympathy for a Chrif- 
tian brother, whoſe ſupport was ſo inade· 
| quate, as to threaten the neceſſity of his re- 

moval from the miniſtry. The Society 

was opulent; but, the laws of Rhode-Iland 

Colony not authorizing an aflefſment for the 

Lupport of the miniſtry, the falary was paid, 
very diſproporfionally, by a few individuals 
To excite a liberal ſpirit among the people, 
and prevent the loſs of a uſeful miniſter, the 
Doctor addreſſed himſelf to an inſſuentia 
member of that Society, diftinguiſhed for his 
Uberality, ſolieiting his active ænertions for 
the promotion of this deſign. The princi- 
pfles, maintained in this letter, are weary 

of the primitive; age of Chriſtlanity; and 

deſerve the ſerious contemplation of my 
churches, called Chriſtian. 

Having mentioned the berality of his 
(600k people, he adds ; “Give me leave, 
8 W 


) 
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according i to the example of an apoſtle, from 


this inſtance, to recommend and incite a like 
liberality, in your Congregation, towards 


your very worthy Paſtor, He has certainly 


been a publig bleſſing to your Society, as 


you are all ſenſiblez—but he greatly needs 


your help; and you will do a ſervice, un- 
doubtedly acceptable to God, ſhould you 
kindly promote fo generous a purpole. God 


is able to open the hearts of your reſpectable 


Congregation, to a liberality beyond your ex- 
pectation. May the love of Chriſt excite a 
willingneſs and emulation in all, to give 
ſomething according to their abilities, and as 
| God ſhall bleſs their buſineſs and ſubſtance. 
But let them do it from no. conſtraint, 30 


perſuaſion ; but, ſimply and truly, becauſe 


they believe it, by Scripture, to be an apoſ- 
| tolic church, and, as ſuch, dear to the bleſſed 
Jeſus, the divine Head of the church. The 


- own edification, that of our children, and 
poſterity, ſtands recommended to us from 
higher conſiderations, than any and all fecudar 
* motives, taken together : there is a confid- 
eration; which outweighs them all. I could 


wu am Society, and all the Chriſtian 


churelies 


upholding of ſuch a Congregation, for our 
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churches on earth, influenced in Religion 5 


this conſideration alone, unmixed with any 
ſecular advantages or emolument whatever. 
The Love or Jrsvs, a motive however 
deſpiſed, is ſufficient, if prevalent in your 
_ Congregation, to anſwer all the public pur. 
poſes" of ſociety, Take this motive out of a 
Chriſtian aſſembly, unobliged by law, and, 
though ten times larger than your's, its pov- 
erty would be greater: with this truly prim- 
tive principle, fifty or a hundred common, 
nay, poor families, can certainly maintain 
the goſpel.” 
© Having long had it in nds to 
ec ſet up a monthly meeting of his church by 


Iz themſelves, to pray and ſing together, and to 


adapt a diſcourſe to believers, advancing 
and improving in the religious life ;” on 
Lord's day, January 14, he propoſed the de- 
| fign, On the evening of the next day, the 
church' met at his houſe, and attended the 
religious ſervice, Commenced from pious 
motives, it was regularly maintained till the 
diſperſion of the hitch, in 17735. Wulle 
it happily ſerved to cement the Chriſtian ' 
fraternity, and to cheriſh the ſacred-flame of 


_O_ it Furniſhed. a r emplayment 
; 1112 104b3)Q! *- 
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do the devout paſtor. The effect was ſo 
ſalutary, that he publickly recommended 
ſuch “ occaſional meetings of the church 
with their paſtor,”# « The memory of thoſe 
| meetings is ſtill imprinted on the hearts of 
a number who were intereſted in thoſe 
pleaſing ſeaſons of Chriſtian communion,” f 


About this time, he convinced three per- 


ſons, two of whom were originally Quakers, 
and one a Baptiſt, of the obligation to make 
a public profeſſion of religion. They had 
attended his miniſtry for ſeveral years, and 
were all now fully ſatisfied, that water⸗ 
baptiſm, and the Lord's ſupper, were Chriſt's 
inſtitutions ; that infants ought to be bap- 


tized ; and that the quantity of water is im- 


. One preſented two children for 
baptiſm. | 


It was , for the Epiſcopallan 


miniſters to preach a ſermon on the zoth, of 
January, in commemoration of the martyr- 
dom (for, ſo it was ſtyled) of Charles the 
Firſt, The return of this day awakened his, 
denen at the 1 of that Aris 


* dunn at the ordination of Me, e 'F 


F. Rev. Vr. Pathot's Bermom oevaflotted by the death 
8 Prefident villes 
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trary king, and occaſioned remarks worthy 
of an enlightened and ardent friend to ml 


erty, and to the perſecuted cauſe of Puritan- 


iſm. This day, if obſerved at all, dught 
to be celebrated as an anniverſary thankſ- 
giving, or memorial, that one nation on 
earth had ſo much fortitude and public juſ- 


tice, as to make a royal tyrant bow to the 


ſovereignty of the people, inſtitute a judi- 
cial trial of a monarch, and ſentence him to 


the puniſhment and execution which he 


merited, for diſſolving his parliament twelve 
years; for forcing loans on the ſubject, by 
rigorous fines and arbitrary impriſonments 
for burying Dr. Layton, in a dungeon twelve 
years for boldly telling the truth; for thoſe 
proclamations and edidts, by which Pym, 


| Boſtwick, and others, ſuffered moſt barba- 


tous cruelties ; and for exalting and ſuſtain- 
ing that ſcourge of juſtice, religion, and hu- 
matitty,” archbiſhop Lau ; for arbitrarily va« 
eating the New England charter, in 1635. 
within ſeven or eight 
granted It; and for eſtabliſhing, under arch- 


biſhop Laud, a eemmifflon to rule the c6l- 


onles by ſubjeQting them to Epiſcopal and 
alan gevernment, with authority of te- 
mandlng 


r . —· — ³˙. ̃ ˙l !!. ²˙Üwͥ % -w CEILING, 


years after he had 


or 2 . bw 
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| ent all offenders hence, to "be dried in 
England at the pleaſure of thoſe, who could, 
with good will, have brought on an extir! 
pation of Purltaniſin from England and 
America, by fire and ſword. In a word, 
king Charles the Firſt had eſtabliſhed max- © 
ims of civil and religious polity utterly ſub» 
verſive of all the principles of Runẽmede“ 
liberty, and the Engliſh conſtitution. For, if 
tlie point can be carried, that an Engliſh 
monarch can raiſe a revenue, diſſolve and 
inſtitute laws by edict, and rule without 
parliament twelve years; he may baniſh 
parliaments into defuetude firſt, and bring 
on their ' annihilationg and thus the whole 
government will be reduced to the will uf 
the "ſovereigh. This, however the caſe in 
moſt empires on earth, cannot be the caſe 
in England, without a demolition of the 
pillars of the Engliſh conſtitution. ''That | 
Engliſh monarch,” who actually does this, 
forfeits his life to the people, This was the 
cale with the N 5 deluded nen 4 
„ Runemedse is the place where, i i#tjy Magna Char- 
ia Was igned by King Jehn and the barons of 1 
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In Oober, he finiſhed. the Hebrew Bi- 
| ble, which he began to read in courſe hear. 
ly three years before, Should an Engliſ 
reader ſuſpect, that the Old Teſtament is 
not faithfully tranſlated, ſuch a ſuſpicion 
ſhould be obliterated by the declaration of 
one, who diligently compared the tranſlation 
with the ori ginal, and whoſe knowledge of 
the Hebrew language qualified him to forn 
a juſt — on np ſubject. I have 
all along (faith the Doctor) compared the 
 Englith and Hebrew together, and am able, 
from my own knowledge, to ſay, That the 
Angliſh tranſlation, now in uſe, is an excel 
lent and very juſt E and an 
vary few eorrections,”'* “ 
| 'Thirteen years after, When he had vety 
repeatedly examined the originals ef bot 
Teſtaments, he gave It as hls Judgment, that 
* the Englith tranflatlen ef the Bible l 
made with very great accuracy; allowln 
that ſome texts admit of correQtian," * 
have compared It,” ſaid he, © throughout 
with the originals, Hebrew, Greek, and 
Syriac 3 and beg leave to judge, and teſtify 


it to das a very excellent tranſlation,” +} 
Ne Su es 7 


* Lharaty Diary. 


4 \ 
+ Election Sermon, p. 88, ſecond edition · 
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but one objectlon,“ he obſerves, * againſt 
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He now entered on the reading of the 


Rabbinical writings, and digeſted an abſtract 
of them from the time of the great ſyna- 
gogue to the completion of both Talmuds. 
This year he had conſiderable ſucceſs in 
the miniſtry, and admitted —— com- 
* 10 his churchy | 


4 D. MDCOLXXI—E£rar, XLIV, 


THE Reverend Mr. Ruſmeyer, a Mora 
vlan miniſter at Newport, preſented him a 
new edition of Serranus' Greek Pſalms, with 
Okely's Latin tranſlation. On this occaſion, 
he glves his judgment reſpecting the Intro» 
duRtion of Chriftlan authors into the ſcheels, 


of the publication was, to change the beoks 
uſed in the ſtudy ef the dead languages; 
and, laſtead of the anelent Pagan we Joh 

full of Idolatrous worſhip, to ſubſtitute the 
modern Chriſtlan writers, 4 There ca bo 


this, That the Greek of Homer, Xenophon 

and Thucydides, and the Latin authors of 

the Avguſtan age, muſt be purer than the 
moderns j 3 
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moderne the Hebrew of Moſes and Iſaiah 
purer than that of Jarchi or Maimonides, 
though theſe laſt are excellent. Yety it may 
be ſaid, as the only end of learning the dead 
languages, is to underſtand them, and not fo 
much to write them perfectly and elegantly, 
(an impoſſible attempt ;) ſo, the interpreta 
tion and ſyntax of theſe languages may be 
learned, with ſufficient accuracy, from leſs 
perfect compoſitions, which have the advan- 
tage of conveying evangelical ſentiments with 
the language, To which it may be again 
ſaid, That in Engliſh books theſe ſentiments 
may be conveyed with greater clearneſs and 
facility. $0 that I rather incline to the An- 
cients, baniſhing Horace, Juvenal, and the 
unchaſte tribe, and making choice of the beſt, 
Cicero, Juſtin, Tacitus, Virgil, for Latin; Ho- 
mer, Xenophon, Plato, Dionyſius, among the 
Greeks, P think, cannot be equalled, for pu- 
rity of language. If a ſtranger were to learn 
Engliſh, he would not learn an;Engliſh book 
written by a German, or an Wan, g a 
* or an Addiſon.” : 

What effect hiſtorical reſduhery: 250 a | 
ſervations on the political world, produced | 
on as" png mind, appean from a- letter 
to 
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initio irReverend Mr. Wright, of Briſtol; 
Tired of ſeeing or reading of the convul- 
ſions of States, and the revolutions of Em- 
pires, on this minuteſimal and evaniſhing 
globe, I, at times, wiſh to have done with it, 
and to wing away to the realms of light, 
peace, and eternal ſerenity. But we muſt 
ſtand in our lot, and fulfil our day in the 
vineyard, that we may ſtand in our le in 
the reſurrection ſtate.” 
lt was always delightful to kim, to doe 
greatneſs adorned with goodneſs; and phi- 
loſophy ſanctified by religion. Whatever 
favourable opportunity occurred for recom- 
mending Chriſtian morality and piety to men 
of eminence in the literary or political 
world, he improved it with pleaſure; and 
with a felicity of ee, —_— oat 
to his deſign. - 5 
Io Dr. Franklin, in London, he wrote: a 
letter of introduction, in behalf of Henry 
Marchant, Eſquire, who went, this year, an 
agent for Rhode: Iſland to the court of Great- 
Britain. If,“ he obſerves, © his buſineſs 
would permit, I could wiſh him an extenſive 
tour on the Continent, that the actual view 
ll the: manners, policies and the ſpirit of 
government, 


_ 


mankind, kingdoms, and empires 3 and 
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government, in different cities and kingdom, 
in the preſent age, might eſtabliſh an happ 

enlargement of his underſtanding, and lay a 
foundation of his greater uſefulneſs in life, 
I hope he will preſerve the religion of Jeſus, 
and the love of his country, ſacred and invi. 
olate in his own breaſt, in every view of 


through all connexions and intercourfe with 


| thoſe who are too wiſe, and too great, to be 


inſtructed by the /ight of the world, the light 
of the univerſe. A man that ſhines in 
America, may be loſt in the blaze of Lon. 
don, Paris, or Rome, A man that ſhines 
even through the world itfelf, (as, to fay it 
without flattery, does the electrie philoſo- 
pher) may be loſt in the ſplendour of the ce- 
leſtial world, where they & i 


——* Shew a Newton as we ſhew an ape.” 


Yet, why ſhould I fay loſt ? for every one 
that acts his part worthily below, and imi- 
rates the Sun of Righteouſneſs in benefi- 
edhice, ſhall fine as the brightneſs of the fir- 
mament in the kingdom of Jeſus, My ex. 
prefſions are ſtrong, but not beyond What 
may poſſibly be the truth of any man, and, 


Tum hure, not _— than my wiſhes for 
„ 


; PRESIDENT STILES, 15 
your preſent virtue, and final partlelpatlon 
with all the wiſe and good, of all ages, in 
the felicity and glories of the reſurrection 
ſtate, The Santon Herewl, in the time of 
the Turkiſh emperor Orchanus, could ſay, 
that he had led victorlous armies from Ti- 
gris to Nile, governed provinces and kings 
doms with his ſceptre, been triumphantly 
adorned with precious ſtones, and glittering 
arms, and had made the world tremble at 
the very mention of his name: Till, ſatiat- 
ed with human glory, he retired to Deity, 
and found that ſatisfaction in God, which 
the world could not give. Solomon came 
to this concluſion. May you and my 
friend arrive at the ſame concluſion, with» 
out the dangerous experiments in vice made 
by too many of the great, whoſe folly over- 
takes them before they arrive at philoſoph- 
ical concluſions, before Iv mech the tem- 
ple of wiſdom,” “ 

This year his portrait was ; taken, which ls 

rendered valuable, by exhibiting a eonſid- 
erable reſemblance of the countenance, tos, 
gether with an agreeable ſpeclmen of the 
genius and taſte, of the original, It is charg- 
ed with emblems, which he judged to 


17% TTY Lr Or 


more deſcriptive of mis mind, an the por. 
wait is of His fice:” He is drawn in a teach: 
nutz uttitude, with the right hand on he 
breaſt, and the left © holding 'a bible.” 

Rh; and on his left ide, is a part of Fog | 
brary; à folio ſhelf, with 'Euſebius; Livy, 
Du Halde's hiſtory of China, the Dohat, 
th& Babylonian Talmud; Aben Ezra, Rabbi 
Selomoe Jarchi, Rabbi Moſes Ben Maimon, 
alice Nevochiin.* On another ſhelf 


q 14 # 1 2 51 43 tet 2 3 a 4 4-4: FE 4 Se aw 4 e . 


"i By Ale books he 4 his taſte for hiſtory, el. 
_ petially thut of the Roman empire, of the chureh in the 
three firſt centuries, and of the reformation ; of China 
ag containing a ſyſtematical view, for 3000 years, of an 
andient und vaſtly numerous people, and different from 
allubs teſt of the Orientals j for the Rabbinical learning; 
in the two moſt eminent periods of . 
fir , U and at the time of Chriſt, containin 
eiſions of v ma, Þ afterward of the houſe of 1. 1 
zur, at Babylon, and thoſe of the Houſes of Hillel and 
Shammal, at Jeruſulem; the fecoid) at the revival of 
the Hebrew learning, in the eleventh and twelfth centy- 
ries}; When aroſe thoſe lights of the captivity; Jarchi 
| Malmonides, and other. This learning he prised, only 
fanibe ſeattered remains of the uneient dectrine of the 
Trinity, and of a ſuffering r in the opin- 
e hae of the Nati before Curt. The Mirth | 
aa e te be a e ten br, Neweehm | 


Bop oor ee erent 
— — . hr , 15. 945 — A ſi: 
* * . 
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are Newton 8 Principia, Plato, atta, Dod- 
dridge, Cudworth's Intellectual Syſtem, and 
_ the New- Englund diviges, Hooker, Change, 


ef, Dayenport,® Mather, Cotton. 


"At his right hand ftands a pillar. | On the 
ſhaft is a circle, and one trajectory around a 


folar point, as an emblem of the Newtonian | 


or Pythagorean, ſyſtem of the ſun, platiets,/ 
and comets. At the top of the viſible park 
of dhe pillar, and on the ſide of the wall; i. 
menen of the Intelle@tual Wend 

*y 'B ru. 


Nevockim, which was e written in Arabic, f is eu⸗ 
rious, for many reaſons. It was a capital work, and be- 

came an occaſion of the greateſt literary diſpute among 
the Jews, ſince the days of Hillel. It contains great en- 
ceſſions, which have recommended it to Chrinian divine | 


e preſident chauney, and John Davenpt * ft, B. D. fiſt 
mint ſter of New. Haven. 4% 


anne 


In a e is the name Graded — 
N a field of azure. From eneh ſpot aſcend 
three hair · lines, denoting the tendencies of mind to Deity. 
and communion with the Trinity in the divine Mein, 

aſe ſpots. denote yſtems of worlds, undd their tendengies) 
e eternal, central, yet oimnipreſind light. The met 

i5, * HAPPY 1 Ge. Our world is repreſented by 
cluſtey of. mind whoſe eefitral tendencies ure turned A+ 
rom Qed de created good pet im u redesmable Rate: | 

Intervening is the erueifnen of Chriſt * 1 
thle ves, ben belt kendene let are going e, buy one! 
turned back tothe MAN. At a lite «a the 
4 hend, is. 6 W 5 the 


ele 


re ee 
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40 moſt holy Cd how ati the 16: 
= flection, that I. 155 been forty-foilr years. a 


ſinner, againſt thee | |. The review of. my life 
aſtoniſhes me with a ſenſe of my fins. May 
1 be waſhed in the blood of Jeſus; which 
Manſeth from all ſin.  Purify and, ſyriQify 
me, O bleſſed Spirit | and prepare me for « 
finleſs ſtate, for the enjoymeht of a holy De- 
lty, transfuſed and diſplayed tbrough' all the 
works. of immenſity. 


- This als a holy God has ſhewn hi 
tary 6 lor ee, to me, to my 
2 family, 


940. eie # fi 3. 403 ef 
ae, and the Atally. wicked, -Of--jnflatts myrlads of 
. as we know of two only which have revolted) 

Glen bf mböral evil and fnlfery, th compurifbn wit 

— moral perfection and happineſy of the Iimmeniſb un! 
vebſu is but a mall ſpot; and 4s nothing, in properticn ts 

tp whole Under this minutefimal exception, thefefvrt 
{the mifery of all the fallen angels, and even moſt of 
as, when We - eenflder the | deforipiion 
ulla b 16, ef rene; dominienty Pripeipalives, ney 7 
me 65, We 


„ lnovmerable grand affemblages of Intell} 
| 5 fay, AUT MAV Gen ch is the Doe 


iaGration-of theſs emblematic: fgnrer IF hey Hd ihr 


arigia, In part, in a vivide e e 


. 
2 n — 


ande the divine; government, n che « hight .* 


| elevated and ſublime, w 
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| family; and to my church. / It zins een to 
me one Ready experience of divine goodneſs, 
My ſpiritual ſtale is rather more comfortable, 
crx, hall I ſay; leſs:diftreſirigy than heretofore, 
[ hope I love my Saviour for his divine ex- 
cellencies;/as well as for his love to ſinners 
[: glory in his divine righteouſneſs ; and 
earneſtly beſeech the God of all grace to 
make me like himſelf. I commit myſelf 
wholly to the guidance and bleſſing of Him, 
who, guideth and bleſſeth the unlverſe. 
Conſidering the pollution of my heart, the 
impetuoſity of my propenſitles, and the tſm- 
itatlon of my underſtanding, no man more 
needs to depart cut of himſelf and his own 
wiſdom, or rather folly, and be glven up 
wholly to God, ſeeking the unerring guide 
ange of ſupreme light, wiſdom, and love. 
dedicated to HIm. O all-wilſe and gracious 
Jehovah | have thou me under thy ſaered 
lulluancs, May my paſſions, and agtleng, 
and views, be adjuſted, and regulated, by gb: 
fleaglous'emanationa from that Omniſelenes; 


which, behalYs, and. terpally, beheld, wha 
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8 for every ſplrit 3 and for the unluter- 
g harmony of all the countleſs hoſts, and 
ble myriads of holy beings, in the 
common \ participation of 'the, perfect recti» 
tyde, holineſs, and glory, of the great Jeho« 
vah. , It is my earneſt and humble deſire, 
that 1 may de kept through faith unto ſalvas 
tion ; carrled through this dark and Ginful 
king ivy under, the, guidance, of that dl- 
vine light, which ſhines in this darkneſy,' till 
my n ſoul ks at Le open into 
el ape 1 10160 5 e ee 
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HE continued to read dally a portion * 
Hebrew, both in the Chalduie and Rabbiriteat 
letters ; ſometimes: the Bible; ſometimes the 
Jews Prayer- bock j and occaflonally: exam 
ined paſſages in the Targums. eK N 
Having diltontinued- the compilution of 
hie, BeeleſiaRticat” Hiſtory, fbr nearly three 
years ; and; in this interval of time having” 
been muth employed in aber ing ine , 
molra, and colleQing'matetialsy honow e 


ſown 8 r 
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al id mould pleaſe God to give Hm henlth 
und time to secompliſh it.“ Toward the 

latter part of hiv life, I aſked him if he did 
not purpoſe to finiſh this hiſtory, He fold” 
he did not expect It, and added: "Tam 
prone to leave things unfiniſhed, that T 
ſometimes fear I ſhall leave the great buff 
neſs of liſo undone, - 
Such were his views of political and of 
Chriſtian liberty, that he conſidered ull hu- 
man beings, of whatever colour, tribe, ſet, 
or nation; as brethren of one common fam-" 
ily; and all Chriſtians as fellow-diſciples of 
the ſame divine Maſter, ©' In Newport there 
were many African ſlaves. Of 80 commy- 
nicanth in his church there were, at this 
time, y negroes. Theſe | occaſionally met, 


) 


by lis dhection, in his Rudy, where Ke Gift” 


courſod to them on the great things of th“ 


divine life, and eternal ſalvation; cbünſel- 
lng and encouraging them, and cartieftly" 
preſſing them to make their calling and eſet- 

non ſuref and to walk worthily of their holy" 
proteſſtem. Then, falling un their krieey": 
together he poured out fervent fupplicatioms 
at che. throne of grade, imploring the divine“ 
bleſſing upon them, und comrieti 

139 ; 
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learned and eminent apo 


and interoeding for thew, with the God of 


 riyian miniſter in Aſtracan, near the Caſpian 


ures, he obſeryes; re aid 


(elf 360 n to Foy walk.” If the 
le of the Gentile 
appears in the moſt engaging attitude, while 
interceding with Philemon, in behalf of bus 
Chriſtian ſlave ; what can exhibit a moro in» 
tereſting ſpectacle, than this Chriſtian ;paſtor, 
on his knees, ſurrounded by theſe Africans, 


heaven 1 I 
In Auguſt, he wrote a letter; in Livin 
addreſſed to the Reverend Pr. Buſch, à Mo- 


Sea ; or to any of the United Brethren trav- 


elling abqut Sarepta, on the banks of the 


Wolga. The object of his letter Was, to 
make enquiries concerning the Ten Tribes 
ofthe Jews. Convinced by the prophepies, 
that theſe tribes would yet be reſtored to 
che holy land, he believed that they muſt, be 
ſomewhere exiſting: diſtinctly among ſome 


nations of the earth, at the preſent day. 


Uher this perſuaſion, he had thoroughly 


examined the hiſtories and travels of the 


whole world, for the diſcovery of theſe long 
loft  reliques « of the Iſraelites ; but had Fqund 


nothing ſatisfactory... Mera, ee and 
open * 


1 


We learn from Espa4t, that the 
fine 15 a W . — came 9 775 15 . 
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" countries, and their inhabitants, except 
the interior ind moſt remote reglons = 
Abs, which lie between the river Wolga, 
auc the Sinenſian empire, or from the af. 
plan Sed toward the eaſt, and from India 
toward the north, That tract he moſt ar- 
dently:wiſtied might be thoroughly explor- 
ed; for there, he judged, theſe tribes had 
hitherto lain encniled;-anid: would: hereafter 


be ta anal „ cli 
Apprehendiag 
10 
* iue agu ut accufntiüs perluſtraretur avidilfimid! 
cupid': quippe ibi_celatas! haſce Ifraclitarum phhlanges 


degiſſe adhuc, foreque inveniendas arbitror. Regent re- 


ſearches; of the . Aſiatic Society, have already, in Part, 
confirmed his judgment; and we wait, with eager curi- 
olity, its more perfect confirmation. In that very region, 
here deſcribed, a nation has been diſtovered, which, there 
ſeems much reaſbn to believe, i is a remnant of the Ten 
Tribes. A book, called « The Secrets a ch the Afghans," 

written in the Puſhto language, was found by Henry 
Vanſittart, Eſquire, and tranſlated in 17 84. It gives 
ſuck-an'accountrof the origin and hiſtory of that nation, 


as, after deductions for much intermingled fable, leaves a 


ſtrong preſumption, that its deſcent is from the Jews 


To this trabflation, 8 Sir Wilfiatn Jones affixed rp fob 
lowing Note r 59 PQ? $4 itt 448 Harry ym 


This adocunt of the Afhdne may lead 'to FORT, in- 


try called 70er we may fuppoft, they fer. 


. ee ad bald, by'the beſt Finn 
hiftoriatis, 


1 
33 ke, 


hidobians, to be deſcended from. the ow! #' they have 
traditions among themſelves of ſuch a deſcent.z,and it i 


Aſad. by 
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- Angrobending that they might be found 


among ſome of the hordes of Tartarg, he ſo · 


leite enquiries about the colour of the hair 
and beard of theſe people; whether they ob- 
ſerve the rite of circumeifion ; whether they 
abſtain, from ſwine's fleſh ; whether they 
retain a ſeventh-day Sabbath ; whether any 
nations or hordes uſe the Hebrew language, 
or any Hebrew diale& z whether the names 


of their heroes, cities, tribes, are Hebrew; 


whether there are any traditions of their de- 
ſeent from the Iſraelitiſh ſtock ; whether they. 
have books of the Pentateuch, or of other 
Seriptures; if any, in what language and 


character they are written; whether they 


obſerve feſtal and anniverſary days, a8, for 


example, a jubilee; whether their ſacred 


een. and hymns are ſo ſimilar, to the 
| | prayers. | 


even aſſerted, that their families are diſtinguiſhed by the 
names of Fewi/h Tribes, although, fince their vorVerſion 
to the Ham, they Rudioully conceal their origine The 
Paſhto language, of which I have ſeen, a d Weg has 
manifeſt reſemblance tv the Chaldaic 1 voni erabls 
ding, un er thelr dominton, 10 called * 0 "Was. 
guet, Which might eafily have „ Wewerd 

Keen As. U. ſtrongly; rechmm s en öder I 
ſtory of the Ae 
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prayers und hymmis in the Jewiſh liturgy, as 
apparently to be derived from the ſame founs 
tain ; whether any prophecies are circulated, 
of the revolutions of kingdoms, of a return 
| to the Holy Land, or Canaan, of Meſſiah; or 
of any future and more glorious ſtate of 
their republle; what their ceremonies about 
matriages, divorces, new moons, clean and 
unclean animals z Whether the different tribes 
intermarry; whether any veſtiges remain of 
the idolatry inſtituted by Jeroboam, or of the 
calf, or Molech ; whether they ate averſe 
tb idols and Images, or whether they wors 
ſhip them, and with what oblations they 
worthip' the Deity, or images; from what 
fountain their modern mythology, what- 
ever it is, is apparently derived; and 
whether all the hordes obſerve the ſame 
facr6d" rittial ? 

Such are the outlines of this literary epiſ+ 
tle, which, in the original, conſiſts of ten 
quarto pages. It cloſes with the pious wiſh, 
May God Almighty proſper, may the be- 
loved Nazarene proſper, the indefatigable 
labours of the brethren, eſpecially your's, in 
preaching the Goſpel to the Gentiles, In re- 
calling the WN liners of the hoathen, 
Wann | ler f 
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jet me add, the loſt ſheep of the houſe of 
Iſrael, to the ſheepfold of the divine Jeſus.” * 
In a letter to Mrs. Maeauley, he gives 
proof at once of his glowing patriotiſm, and 
of his profound diſcernment of the tenden. 
ey of the political meaſures of the Britiſh 
miniſtry. © The ſpirit of liberty flaturally 
burns with great fervour in American breaſts, 
But infinite pains are taken, by the whole 
connexion of erown- officers of every de- 
partment along the continent, to extinguiſh 
the ſacred flame. Moſt travellers fall into 
this track, and are led deluſively to think 
that American liberty is aſleep; except in a 
few Gazette ebullitions Few mingle with 
the common people, or with perſons uncor- 
rupted with miniſterial connexlons, whenco 
they might fee that mighty wave of liberty 
moving with great force in the collective 
body; though the era is yet at a diſtance, 
when thoſe events ſhall ariſe, which will 
en draw forth a burſt af the public 
ſpirit 


* e Deut OPT, MAX, PRO Nasurenu :, 


amandus, labores Fratrum Indefoſſpe) - typs. Lone 
Gentilſbus evangelizandls, vel ad 10 es terrs 
 mifbrelmos Fthnlcorum precytoren, adds ew b 10 ae 


ter yvereude, Vale. | 
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ſpirit” into achievements and revolutions, 
 aſtoniihing to the world itſelf. On princiz 

„this ſpirit is now reined in, upon a 
diffuſed conviction that this is not the age of 
its maturity; and further, that the mother» 
country may have full opportunity to recover 
her wiſdom. Every ſtep ſhe has taken, for 
ſome years paſt, at leaſt: the general ſyſtem 
of colonial adminiſtration, has had as direct 
a tendeney to accelerate events, which ſhe 
would keep at a diſtance, as if projected with 
the deep laid policy of the conclave,——lt 
is moſt firmly believed here, that Providenee 
interids '« glorious empire in America. 
A people growing up with this fervid love 
of liberty, and with theſe indelible expecta - 
tons, will become a phenomenon in the 
political world, worthy of a very curious 


_ attention," 


His views of the 409060 nature, ry 
ſolemn welght, of the miniſterial office, and 
his deep humlllatlon in the review of ld 
paſtoral ' miniſtrations, again appear in the 
following refle&ions : „This day, (October 
22) 1) years ſince, I was ordained to the 
work of the evangelical miniſtry, and have, 


by the grace of God, been carried thus fax 


| through. 
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through my work; but with ſo much im, 
perfection, that 1 eannot think of it but with 
more difireſy than pleaſure, The goed Lerd 
pardon me hitherto, and ſtrengthen me te 
Freater fidelity, In the ſeventeen years of 
my mlulſtry, I have had under my paſtoral 
eare about a thouſand fouls, a third of which 
are now In eternity==without doubt many 
of them are In miſery, I have reaſon to 
fear that ſome have periſhed through my 
noglect, And yet I would humbly hope 
that I have warned all taught them the evil 
and danger of fin z and preſented the way of 
ſalvation by a bleeding Saviour 1 though | 

might have Ineuleated theſe things. wit 
greater frequency, zeal, and aſſidultey, Oh 
how great the work, how ſelemn and awful 
the account for the blood of ſouls | O 
humeris angelicis formidandum,” [A work 
formidable to angelic ſtrength. If a 
paſtor of his fidelity found cauſe for ſuch 
penitential exerciſes, what, reaſon; have moſt 
of us, who are entruſted with the care of 
ſouls, to lament our unfaithfulneſs !, And 
how ought his example ta teach us the im- 
portant leſſon of humility ! Aſter him, we 

need not bluſh to acknowiedyys. that, we are 

unproſitable 
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unproſitable ſervants he recollection of 
paſt neglefts, While it awakened emotions of 
ſorrow, inſpired him with new ardour in the 


_ ſervice of Chriſt, and Inelted him to higher 


degrees of aftiyity in his ſaered work, May 
a retrolpetive view of our mlalſtratlons, 
Influence us to % and do likewy/e / 


DIKTH=DAY REFLECTION: 


4 MY whole life bs filled up with the en- 
perience of the divine cafe and beneficence, 
The year paſt has been a ſeries of invtllity 
and fin on my part, and of grace and merey 


on the part of Ged. I am more and more 
convinced of the vanity of this troubleſome 


world, and of the glorious all-fufficiency of 
God, — This year has been filled with a 
ſuceeſſion of anxiety and diſtreſs, divine de- 
| liverance and prefervations.* I commend 
myſelf to the grace of God. May my heart, 
my life, my eternity, be dedicated to Him!“ 
10 et dare: | 18 11 Az) 
Alluding to a dangerous ſickneſs and recovery of 
his wife ; to the reſtoration of his children from the/mea- 
ſles : to the preſervation of his family from the ſmall- 
por, Which evailed in town 3 and to a ſerious and aflect- 


ng paſtora trial, t e occaſion of which will appear in the 
next Birth. day Reflection. 
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4.D. MCCLASIIL—E£r4ar. XI. VI. 


-» THOUGH a loyal ſubject to the Britiſh 
king, he conſidered allegiance and protection 


reciptocally binding ; and at the very point 
where oppreſſion began, he deemed reſiſt. 


| ance juſtifiable. The enterprizing citizens 
of Providence having burned the Gaſpee, a 


Britiſh armed ſchooner, the Commiſſioners, 
appointed by the Crown, commenced the 
trial at Newport, January 5th, and on the 
224 adjourned till May. In a letter to the 


Reverend Mr. Spencer, of Trenton, i in New- 


Jerſey, who had written to the Doctor, and 


ſolicited an account of the tranſactions of 
theſe commiſſioners, he replies, he is & glad 
to find that the Sons of Liberty, in the other 
Colonies, felt the attack upon us, which is 


equally a ſtroke at univerſal American lib- 


erty.” - Having given an accurate detail of 
every occurrence relating to the ſubject, he 


adds: I am a friend to American liberty; 


of the final prevalence of which I have not 
che leaſt, doubt, though by what means, and 


in what ways, God only knows. But 1 


have perfect confidence, that the future mil- 
lions of wr will emancipate themſelves 


from 


| 
p 
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from foreign oppreſſion: · J am a feeling 
ſpectator, indeed, of events, but mean not 
too deeply to enter into politics. We have 
another department, being called to a work, 
which may be ſucceſsfully purſued, (for it 
has been purſued) under every ſpecies of 
civil tyranny, or liberty. We cannot be- 
come the dupes of politicians, without alli- 
ances, coneeflions, and connexions, danger- 
ous to evangelical truth, and ſpiritual tree» 
dom. 
e Ni on the Commiſſion for the: 
trial of the affair of the Gaſpee, that, not- 
withſtanding all palliations, it was © arbi- 
trary, juſtly obnoxious, and alarming; as it 
not only meditated, but directly provided for 
ſeizing and ſending home perſons to London: 
Nothing looks like bringing the trial before 
our Superior Court; it was to have been in 
England. The Commiſion gave an exten- 
| ſive alarm to all the Aſſemblies on the Conti» | 
nent, and occaſroned the Reſolutions and 
Meaſures, propoſed by the Virginia Aſſems 
bly, in March laſt, which are now eirculat- 
ing, and will undoubtedly become univerſa, 
namely, forming Aſſembly Committees of 
Correſpondenve, and enjoining a partieulat 
Mb! at | | enquiry 
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 triquiry 'intd the powers of thle Court of 
_ Coinmilſſioners, at Rhode-Ifland:” He adds, 
ki the true ſpiritbof political prophecy, as 
the event afterwards ſhewell 24 Things As. 
StMbBLY CommiTTERs WILL FINALLY 
TERMINATE IN A GENERAL CONURns5; 
than which nothing can be more elirining 
to the miniſtry;” “ 

It was probably about + this Bie that he 
| Iirots the letter, referred to in the following 
paragtaph of a letter to him, from Dr! Price, 
Written after the cloſe of the war: Jou 
Hrrdured me with a letter juſt at the begin. 
ming of the late war; and, T believe, F ats 
ſweredd it; but probably my anſwer hevet 
tame to your hands. This letter I have 
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thought very tematkable; You Have pre il © 
didted in it the very events in which tht fi 
War has iſſued; particularly the converſion Wil 7 
df the bolonles into ſo many diſtinct and Wi ©< 
independent States united under Congreſs." WF "1 
He now conimenceg af acquaintance with | 
Haijm Iſaae Carigal, a'Jew Rabbi, who had Ml + 
 kitdly come to Newport, Having travelled BY * 
very extenſively in the ecaſterti world, 2 * 
being a man of obſervation, learning, and ti 


tan gende his don vetfatlon ws highly 
a entertaining 


rr bs - C9 &=. 
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ontertalning and inſtruclye. le was born 


ur, Hebron, and edueated there and at Jeru- 


ſalem.“ 1 He had wravelleall over the Holy 
d viſited Damaſcus, Aleppo, 
rand, y pag Bagdat, Iſpahan, Smyrna, 
ſtantinople, Salotica, Rome, Florence, 
dagen. Venice, Vienna, Prague, Paris, 

ndon. The Doctor was greatly delight- 
ed with his ſociety, and had frequent inter- 


views with him, for the purpoſe of "av 


ing the pronunciation of the Hebrew; 


ment; of learning the uſages of the 0 
ern Jews ; J of converling on paſt events v 
Wind 45 this Free nation, as "= 


IP 090701 pos NOS ee en e 


8 acti un Italian Rabbi, informs us, that the — 

by large contributions, maintain Academies at Je 

« In terra ſanta, et in partigolare Hieruſalem vi ON 

tent] no FT roy ufribto gründe d. Hebrel di 

tutte le Natloni del monde; — greſſiſima quart» 

= ay, annual, che Il vien offerto, per mantener 
over lentare * 
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ertaining the meaning of ambiguous. ex. 
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on the divinity of the Meffiah, and the glory 
of his kingdom, confiſted of 22 quarto pages, 


The Rabbi, not long after his arrival, at- 
tended his worſhip, by agreement, and keard 
him diſcourſe, i in an affectionate manner, on 
the paſt diſpenſations of God's providence 


toward his choſen people; on his promiſed 


deſign of rendering them an exalted nation, 


in the latter day glory of the Meſſiah's i 


kingdom; arid on the duty of Chriſtians, 


and of all nations, to deſire a participation in 


their future glorious ſtate.“ The Rabbi had 


never heard a Chriſtian preach a ſermon be- 


fore. Though he had attended church at 
St. Peter's, in Rome; at St. Paul's, in Lon- 
don; at Venice, and various other places 
and had been at the Chriſtian churches in 


]eruſalem, he never heard any ſervice, ex- 


cepting prayers. 
80 catholic was the intercourſe between 


| this learned Jew, and learned Chriſtlan ! 


They often ſpent hours together in conver- 


fation 3 and the information, which the ex- 


tenſive travels of the Jew enabled him to 


give, eſpecially concerning the Holy Land, 
was a neh entertainment to his Chriſtian 


friend, 
Text, Pſalm evi. 4, 5+ 
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friend. The civilities of the Rabbi were 
more than repaid. The Doctor very fre- 
quently attended the worſhip of the ſyna- 
= gogue, at Newport, not only while Rabbi 
= Carigal officiated, but at the ordinary ſervice, 
before his arrival, and after his departure. 
With ſix other Rabbies, of leſs eminence, 
= he became acquainted, and ſhewed them ev- 
ery civility ; while he maintained a friendly 
communication with the Jews in general, at 
Newport. Such rare and unexpected atten- 
tions, from a Chriſtian miniſter of diſtinc- 
tion, could not but afford peculiar gratifi- 
cation to a people, conſcious of being a 
proverb and a by-word among all nations.” 
To him they, accordingly, paid every atten- 
tion, in return; and expreſſed a peculiar 
pleaſure, in admitting him into their fami- 
lies, and into their ſynagogue, © | 
His civilities and catholleiſm, toward the 
Jew, are worthy of imitation. It is to be 
feared, that Chriſtians do not, what ought 
to be done, toward the converſion of this 
devoted people. While admitted into moſt 
countries in Chriſtendom, for the purpoſes 
of trade and commerce, inſtead of being 
treated with that kyjaaiilty and tenderneſs, 
which 


„ THE LIFE or 


which Chriſtianity ſhould inſpire, they are 
often perſecuted, or contemned as unworthy 
of notice or regard. Such treatment tends 
to pre) judice them againſt our holy religion, 
and to eſtabliſh them in their | infidelity, 
Beſides this the ſtudy of the Hebrew lan- 
guage hath been too much laid aſide, and 
we have, by that means, been leſs able te 
convince the Jews. It is certain that this 
ſtudy hath not only been neglected, but 
ridiculed } whereas nothing could be of 
ater ufe to us than a great ſkill, not only 
the Biblical Hebrew, but the Rabbiaical 


_ Talmudleal alſo, to enable us to con 
vince the Jews. By ſuch a {kill we might 
nt 


be enabled to uſe their own weapons agal 
them; and to diſpute againſt them from the 
avowed principles of thelr ancient wiſe men, 
for whom they are prone to. expreſy a pro- 
found regard.“ Such war the uſe which 
the Doctor made of his Hebrew learning. 
| On the anniverſary; faſt for the deſtruction 
4 the Temple, July 29, the Doctor attended 
the K of the N e It began at 
eee ſeven 
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. + Kidder” s Demonſtration of the, Meffias, in that very 
valuable Collection of Sermons in defence of Natural and | 
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even” in the morning, and continued till 
twelve; The place of the ark was covered 
With a black curtain, and the lamp was 'put 
out. A table, covered with black, ſtood be- 


fore the Tabauh ;* and on a low bench ſit 


the Parriſh and Huzzan. The prayers were 
bxecedingly melancholy, particularly When 
the 'Huzzan roſe up, and went to the place 


of thEAbly of holles, or the urk und merey- 


ſeat z Where he — 2 himſelf up in the 
black eurtaln; and fl ridurned out's moſt 
folemn,” weeping, and "46leful lamentation, 
for the abſenee of the Deblr and Sheehlnal, 
for the ceſſition of the oraele, and for the 
deſtructlon of the holy of helles. The roll 
of che law was brought out, without 70 
ceremony, covered in black, and read a 

the foot of the Tabauh; the portion was 
from Deuteronomy. Then the fourth 


chapter of Jeremiah Was read, and 'three 


or four other chapters; then the book of 
— n beginning and end 
bog an —_ N o : 


pigs. 3 r- 


1998}. 


* A table on which the n was Nen in the ated. 
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BIRTH-DAY REFLECTION, 


« THIS day I am forty-ſix years old. How 
little have I done for God ! My life has 
been filled up with the experience of, his 
goodneſs, May I be more and more devot- 
ed to him, who is the length of my days, 
and the foundation of all my hopes ! To the 
energies and proteCtion of his grace would ] 
commend myſelf, As I draw nearer and 
nearer to that eternal world, which is moſt 
aſſuredly before me, may I increaſe in the 
love or God, and be ripened for eternal glory! 
— The laſt year has been a year of 
nos trials, I had much ſickneſs in my 
family, though God bleſſed me with a com- 
fortable ſtate of health, for one naturally of 
a flender habit, and liable to Fung: in- 
firmities 

From my ſettlement in the miniſtry, tc to 


the autumn of 1772, there ſubſiſted the 


greateſt love and harmony between me and 
my congregation, Being abſent on a jour- 
ney, at that time, a foreigner, who came to 
Newport in the character of a miniſter, was 
invited to preach, on Lord's day, in my pul- 
pit. He preached to great acceptance, and 


i 
3 
F 


PRESIDENT STIL Es. ug 


put the congregation into a tumult. On my 
return, finding his character doubtful, as well 
as his doctrine heretical and dangerous, I 
gently diſcountenanced him, which gave my 


people great offence. I ſaid, however, but 


little ; and the tumultuous ſpirit ſubſided : 


but his return, in October laſt, revived it. 
I now thought myſelf obliged, as a faithful 


ſhepherd, to warn my flock, and oppoſe him 
openly, God only knows what will be the 


the miniſtry, that a miniſter, with prudence 
and condeſcenſion, could ſecure the affections 
of his people ; and that moſt of the differ- 


ated from their own' raſhineſs and impru- 


dence, I accordingly ftudied the things of 


peace; and thought my mountain ſtrong, in 

the affections of my people. But I am con- 
vinced that God hath holy ends in letting 
looſe adverſaries, the diſturbers of Zion's 


peace. This event ſet me to examine the 


procuring cauſe; and I could not recollect 


Had , by my preaching, infuſed ſuch ſenti- 


mente 


event to his holy providence I deſire to 
ſubmit. I had thought, when J entered on 


ences of miniſters with their ſocieties origin- 


any material imprudence in my own con- 
duct; nor, indeed, was it charged upon me. 
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ments into my flocks ag to prepare delt 
minds for this new doctrine? I could not 
ſee it. Upon a thorough ſearch of myſelf, 
though I have reaſon. to.lament human frail- 
ties; yet I could not ſee that I had materially 
erred in preaching the goſpel. However, I 
f know it is juſt with God, to viſit for daily 
tranſgreſſions, in his own. time, and way. 
On the whole, I rather. conſider. it as..A,trial 
of me, and my flock, that we may fee hoy, 
our principles will abide; ; and to gonvigce 
us how eaſily we may be deceived, and 
thrown into confuſion. by the craft of man; 

and that ol e ſee how, far I: 32D. 2 85 1 , 


of it 8 when the fock's 7 affect 

me la gone; and whether . the hagour, of 
5 Chriſt, « or my own, moſt affects me, It a, 
dark day with me; a day full of fears and 
diſcouragements, "when. the the love of many 
waxes cold. I commit myſel and my 
flock, to God; and deſire to wa  bumbly, 
yet teſtify the truth N ; truſt, 
events to Heaven. ; | and drink * . 
which my heavenly Father. appoints, m o 
drink. I deſire to wait for Nis ro 


have no more any dependence on . ann 
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prudence, or on the ſtability of the affections 
of owe Yu rely alone on God, wel. 
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N thee 16th of January, he was ſo ill ' 


| to be unable to perform che ſervices of the 


ſanctuary. Excepting this inſtance, he could 
not remember that he had been detained 
from public worſhip but one ' Lord's Day 


is reaſon to believe, that too cloſe a confine 


ment, and an intenſe degree of application to 
his ſtudies, contributed to this Ylneſs ; for ir 


appears by His Diary, that; on the day pre- 
ceding his ſeizes, he was in his ſtudy 
The zoth day of Jude + Was obſerved, 
through the Colony of Rhode Ifland, as L 
= of public Faſting and Prayer, on account 
of the Arten ag afpeEt of up! m—_ 
the acts of Nag ere | 
and particularly the blocking up of the port 

WY occaſion” ks preached* 
"0; 


os Iv: 4. ud by every KP PLS 
Wh and bur deere — 2 War great 
mol Ming 


| twelve hours. 
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to a very crowded oth of all denon. 


nations. 55 


What were his views of. the 1 of 


the Britiſh miniſtry; of the great queſtion 
now agitated reſpecting the taxation of the 
Colonies ; and of the termination of the dil. 
pute; appears in a letter, July 15, to the 
Reverend Dr. Rodgers, of New-York : © We 
have lived to ſee and feel heavier oppreſſion 
than our fore · fathers ever felt in America 
Heretofore we had a King only to ſtruggle 
with=now, the united force of the  Parlia 
ment, army, and navy. May the God of 
dur pious anceſtors deliver us ! De Repub 
lica non oft deſderandum. We are not dil 
heartened.; Inſtead of depreſſion, the ſpirit 
tiſes 4 the flame burns with purity through 
the Continent, from New-Hampſhire to 
_ Georgia, except, perhaps in, Where 
{ think the cauſe labours There will be 
great wiſdom at the Congreſs 4 great, Indeed, 
15 mall have the preſence of the ſupreme 
Monarch of the unlverſe. Let the eyes of 
all the milllens of Amerlea be Uroſted o 
. from whom alene comgth our help: 

| The 


| Maes among 1. Your, and /afling, au pe an. 
wm. and many lay tn ſackcloth and need 
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The whole of the preſent ſyſtem of Parlia- 
mentary domination, ſtands on the ſingle 


queſtion of Taxation without Repreſentation. 
This is top great a queſtion for the future 


millions of America ever to ſuffer to be 


w, determined in the affirmative.” HY 


In a letter, July 30, to Mrs. Macauley, he 


obſerves, with deep political diſcernment t 


«The laſt and recent ore of the Parla- 
ment at out liberties, has aſtoniſhed Ameriea 
into a feal and efficacious unlon, which it is 
beyond the power of Europe tb diffolve! 
We know that the aſſumed parliamentary 
right of taxing and governing unrepreſented 
millions, and the whole ſyſtem of dominition 
founded on that claim, are repugnant to all 
the prineiples of the Far Civile, and law of 
nature, and natlons, and that Buxon genlus 
of Uberty and law, which Engliſh Amerlea 
{Inherits Nom the Parent State, and muſt and 
will, fboner or later, be glven up. Net a 
Polltlelan In Europe, not even a fingle man 
in Amerlea, belleves that the lnereallng mll- 
llons of this eonklnent will always ſubmlt t6 
pry A There are many means of re- 
dreſs,” We ſhall not be diſcouraged, If all 
prove unſucoeſiful, vl we come to the laſt, 
the 
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the fucteſs of which is indubitable./. We 
{hall continue our (at preſent,) uſeleſs and 
zepulſed ſupplicatlons to dur King re. 
membering that the hearts of princes art 
in the — of the Moſt High, and that I 
He turneib them whither/oever He will, Bu 
if oppreiſlon proceeds, deſpotiſm may force 
an annual Congreſs z and a publle ſpirit of 
_ enterprize may originate an American Magn 
Carta, and Bill of Rights, ſypported with 
ſuch intrepid and perſevering importunity, 
as even ſovereignty may, hereafter, judge i 
not wiſe to withſtand. There will be 4 
Ri N8MEDE In Ametlea,? 
- He new empleyed much ef hls ume ln 
teading the Targum of Onkeles and: Jens. 
an, in Chalflee 1 the Syriac New Teſta 
ment and the Zehar j and judged that he 
gained great lights in divinity by theſe helps 
This Chaldee Targum, he found, by com 
pavifon, was tranſlated. from the Hebrew 
copy of the Bible, afterwards adapted by tht 
Maſorets, and not from thut which the LXX 
_ uſed : Becauſe," ſays he, (I find that the 
patrlarchal ages are exactly the ſame in the 
Tarzum, as in the Hebrew, but different in 
the LXX.“ 
| 6 After 
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After tha return from Babylon, the Tara 
gums, or Tranſlations, were, as far as I can 
earn, extemporaneous for two centuries, at 
leaſt - while the Chaldee dialeft remained, 
The tranſlation Into the Chaldee Targum 
continued: after the dialect became Syrlae. 
Being difficult to be made by every Huzzany 
or reatler, Youathan and Ondelor, two learns 
ed Rabbles, about the coming of Chriſt; come 
mitted the Chaldee Targum to writing, which 
has ee with the Jews nn 1 


® 


_ | — 
IAT H-DAY RBFLEOPION, 


„HAVING obtalned help of Ged, ! den- 
Anue te this day. The year paſt I have had 
clearer views of the wenderful eendeſeenſten 
of the Lamb of Ged, in his Incarnation; and 


brother, Into union with the uncreated, eter» 
nal Word, the ſecond perſon of the adorable 
Trinity, A moſt venerable myſtery Yon 
The ſtate of my flock is more compoſed and 
comfartuble.———I have entered my ſon 
Ezra: into Yale College. May the bleſſing 
of God be upon him, and upon all my chk | 
Gd dren! 


| > * Stiles Ms. 


ln the aſſumpilon of a human foul, our halp 


Goa hath ſo ordered, that I have 


664 THR! Ut O 


dten! I percelve ſome promiſing and amlu- 
ble things, bleſſed be God, In them all. May 
they follow on, to ſeek and know the Lord 


— — I is e gleemy day, as to Amerl. 
enn "liberty, The blocking up of the port 


of Boſton ; the abolition of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts charter; and the Quebec act, are alarm. 
ing. The Congreſt, and the ſpirit of liberty 


ii the body of the people, are encouraging 
L rely on Jeſus only, for the protection of 


his cauſe, and of me, his moſt unworthy 
diſciple. | 
41 have, this day, ben reviewing the fare 


f the divine goodneſs to me, ever ſince my 


birth. How gractouſly hath my heaven 


Father dealt with me Bleſs the Lord, 
my ſoul! and forget not all his benefit 
ent my 


life, from my earlieft youth, among books; 


büt the moſt valuable knowledge which 1 
| have obtained, is not the mathematical and 
philoſophical ſciences; not the'ancient learn- 


ed languages ; not cel aſtical biftory, and 


"the hiſtory of nations and empires; not the 


knowledge of law, atid the Doltticar conſtitu- 


3 tions of "Europe but that, in which I have 


found the greateſt entertainment and ſatisfac- 
tion, 
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tion, is, the knowledge of Jnuaus CuRI Vr, 
and the redemption of the croſs, The ſacred 
oracle» open the moſt wonderful diſeqyeriey, 
and enlarged views, of the auguſt councils of 
infinite Wiſdom and Grace. Through the 
blood of the croſs, Jeſus has laid the founda- 
tion of our reconciliation, and union alſo, tq 


the Divinity, Glorious ſalyation this ! God : 


manifeſt in the fleſh, ſeen of angels, taken up 
to glory. Of the bleſſed Jeſus I am an, uns 
worthy miniſter. , O that 1 could ſerye him 


equal to his deſerts from man But, 2 


what little fervour haye I, in the ſervice 
ſo glorious, a Maſter ! When I review 1 
miniſtry, it has been ſo poor and mean, fc 
ſelfiſh, ſo unfaithful, ſo little animated wich 
the ſpirit and great cauſe of Chriſt, ſo filled 

with negle&, ill conduct, and imperfeftion, 


that I, bluſh - to think of a reward from 


Maſter, to. whom I owe my all; and c 
think of nothing but of going to receive (if 
I can eſcape rebuke) mercy and forgiveneſs 
only, if poſſible, for doing his work ſo poor- 
ly. The good Lord pardon. me for Jeſus 


lake ; and lay not iniquity to my charge. 


0 that t Lmay, b be quickened by! his grace, and — 


enlivened in in 1 glorious a a werk, as reſlifying 


444 +) | "the 


ac 
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e gried of God to 4 ſinful World, the re- 
malning momente of my life 1 rejoice 
that God fo ordered it In hls providerice 
that 1 was put into the miniſtry'i 1 delight 
in the ſervice—but ſhudder at the thought 
of che reckoning: This accountiiig for the 
lood of ſouls, laid to the charge « of un un⸗ 
gracious, an unfaithful miniſtry, 1s awful 
aud tremendous. In the view of "this, 0 

Jefus ! 1 fly to thy holy facrifite, thy all 
itoning blood. May I be reſolved, more 
aud mote, to ſtand in the lot affigned, not in 
my dn weakneſs, but in the ſtrengih of thy 
#face, Without which I am, afid my be; 
nothing. Direct my miniſtrations, and give 
_ dfidcy to them; that, teſtifying repentunet 
towurd God, and falth in out Lerd J eſu⸗ 
Chriſt, 1 may perfuade at leaſt ſbme fe of 
this world 5 million of rebels to be recon. 
ae de Oed ee enen nee 
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' HAVING peruſed the drin king! 
at the opening of patlianient, 


[- remher 30, 1774, In whey he expriſſes 10 
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WM. toltineous origination fro 
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« firm, ang, ſtedfaſt reſolution to withſtand. 
every attompt to weaken or unpalr the the 


preme authorlty of the legiſlature over, 


the dominlons of his crown ;" the 
1. „Upon this, the gi of 7 


ple, inſtead. of being damped, riſes into, de. 
terminate . e for Wade and the 5 


laſt appeal "ne vents on proved the wüch 


4 ei # n 


of his pn didion, uin Pe” 
as I iti miniſtry,” he ſoon afte al 
ſeryed, d, * da.not ehooſe to ponhe the Conn. 
greſs as ker, and would affect to have "its 

that none of the parliamentary rranſaQloggy, 
in the preſ nt 1 ies ſhould be 0 85 
enced. by the, 4. gelato of 9 

the Continental opt Randy 199, 
an origination, from the people, whic h cure, 
tiers And, tories, would declare illegal 4 
bell ious . ut the ing mi mee 
the Britiſh. parlament muſt kae ox, "for | he 
world wil 0 that the 3 ods Cent — 

nental Congreſs, _ of September laſt, was a. 
regular, legal, patriotic body, wherein two, 
millioub.were-as juſtly. and. aq way 


aa ev y of mankind were 
I 1 of their Bey 
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 Minfelf und the Rhode-Lſland Colony, 


the King diſgufts above two milllon ſub- 
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People, is defenfible on the firſt principles of 
ſociety, and the Engliſh Conſtitution; and 


juſtifiable, and glorious, oxr the prlaciples of 


the law of nature and nations, and the fineſt 


reaſonings of the Jus Civile. R is, moreo- 


ver; exemplary. It holds up light to Eng- 
und, to Europe, to the world; to ſhew to 
a the enflaved empires arbund the globe, 
no they may put their lives in their hamds, 


and, from orderly and regular congreſſes for 
ont tyrants, the higher powers, riſe 


* ireedifible nene and 


ane Ons Nec 

> Oki the tok of Marci, Owwerter Wanton 
Weeived's letter from Lord Dartmouth; Seo- 
veluty of State, dated January 4, nddreſſed to 
In 
Which he calls the Continental! Congreſb an 
Hlegal aſſembly; and, by the king's" order, 
enjoind it on the Governor, to prevent the 
Aſſembly from: electing delegates to the next 


| Congruls, and to prevent their attendance, if 


wletted; „ Hereby,” the Doctor obſerve, 


jets, who will, 45 one body] pay vo regard 
any ſach/prohibition,” - Y 2 oh bong b. 

rain cr tp. tl ahvty bor h di » l 
nah 


PRESIDENT STILES. 


By a memoir, May 18, it: appears, that his 
Aly, manger was, firſt, in the morning, t6 

offer ſecret prayer to God z then, calling his 
family together, to read a chapter of the Bi- 
ble, in courſe, and perform family prayer 3 
then to read by himſelf, one to three er four 
chapters in courſe, with frequent references 
to che original Hebrew and Greek, and to 
the commentators, ancient and modern; that; 
lately, he had made much uſe of the:Zohar, 
in Which, with the Syriac, he now daily read 
a portion. At ten, or eleven, he walked 
abroad, and viſited his flock, After dinnet; 
he read an hour or two, and then viſited 
again. In the evening, he read one or two 
hours, Between nine and ten, he attended 
prayer in his family. About eleven, he re- 
tired to bed, and committed himſelf and al 
_ concerns to God, in ſecret prayer. 
From the public commotions, which ag. 
Uted his « patriotic boſom, his attention was 
now ſeriouſly arreſted by domeſtic trials 
For ſeveral months, Mrs, Stiles had been 
very ill with a pulmonary complaint. On 
che göth of May, he writes: My pious 
and good wife has been, this day, ſetting her 
N in order, and giving her children her 
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deep and laſting impreſſion on their tender 
| tionate concern, eſpecially for theit ſpiritual 
Unyuance in this vale of tears, The good 
Lord grant her his divine | 
her a humble ſubmiſſion to his holy will; 


the diving righteouſneſs of the glorious Im. 


di{ppnſecions of his holy providence, quicken 


© 


ties 4 her 
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708 
dyiag counſel, God grant it may make : 


minds! May they never forget her affec. 


and eternal welfare! Her diſorder fo far 
prevails, as to leaye no proſpect of her con- 


preſence z give 


Increaſe and ſtrengthen her faith and truſt h 
manuel]! May Gad prepare us all for the 


us t duty, to live to his glory, and prepart 
far a bloſſedl and glorlous immortality!” 
Hs foreboding fears were ſoon realized, 
Early in the morning of the agth of May, 
Mrs Stiles. departed this life, leaving the ten- 
dereſt of huſbands. overwhelmed with unut- 
rable ſorrow, While Mrs. Stiles“ private 
rtues had endeargd her, in the higheſt de- 


\ 

} 

( 
gree, to her huſband, children, and, dome f 
beneficence and diffyſive charitis \ 
I 

Yr 

t 

a 


had. ſecured the eſteem of the Soclety, who 


Jgined with, the family in paying an affection 
ate tribute to her memory. © My kind peo 
Nei ue Hoctor groteſully, notices, cloatb» 
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ed the whole family, and were at the wholb 
expence of the funeral.“ 

- He now repalred for ſolace to r re- 
lightris which he had preached and exempli 
fied in his proſperity : May the Lord 
ſußport me, grant me his grace and divine 
tonſolativh, and enable me to behave, under 
this fore bereavement, as becomes a Chriſtian! 
I'tlefire humbly to commit” myſelf, and my 
children, to the protectlon of God's holy 
providence; In God Is all my hope, and 
truſt.“ Though he ſubmitted, with plous 
reſignation, to this moſt affliting trlal, he 
dontinued to cheriſh the beloved memory of 
the wife'of his youth to the day of hls death. 
In July, he wrote a letter to his Jewiſh 

friend, Rabbi Carigal, who was now ſettled 
Yn Barbadoes, and waiting the arrival of his 
wife and children from the Holy Land. Toe 
him he freely -· unboſomed his grief. I pray 
God, ſoon to give you a ſight of your dear 
family, and long continue you with them. 
Whatever ſhall contribute to your happineſs, 
in dime and eternity, I' ſhall ſincerely rejoice 
in. T inyſelF am in tears and ſorrow:”" It 
has pleaſed the Moſt High, in whoſe hands 
* 1 our changes, to take to himſelf my 


dear 


1% TE IE OP: | 
dear wife. | I hape, and truſty: mus la now at 
reſt in Paradiſe, with Abraham, Iſaac, and if 
Jacob. The tendereſt of all ſorrows, is that 
of parting with a boſom friend; O tho lafl 
laſt, filence of à friend ! May it be long 
before you, dear Sir, ſhall be called to expe 
rience ſo tender a grief ! But one epndition 
af our coming together in the marriage ſtate 
- bs; that, ſooner or later, one (hall mourn the 
death of the other, May we live the life d 
huolineſe and virtue on earth; that, through 
the interceſſion of the Angel of the covenan; 
ye, may meet and rejoice in that better world 
where all tears ſhall be wiped away, and 
\ghing and ſorrowing ſhall be no more 
On the recommendation the genen 
Congreſs, at Phil adelphia, a Continental Ta 
vas obſerved, July 20, throughout the Uni, 
. Fs. a ak aa Great 


reve, by every American. evizen us in th 
Higheſt a legree momentous. Jo no, one dif 
it appear more ſolemn! ly i than 
Dr. Stiles, . On this great. . caſio e em 
tered the temple with all the ardour of pat 6 
riotiſm, tempered and ſanctifi 00 2 the 7 x 
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W owo works, he deelined the propoſal, 


and ſheep. "Kite tat ed by this daring enters, 
pie whith leſtened the © Brit rea ces for 


of devotion, aud et to the moſt erowd- 
ed aſſembly he ever addrefſed from his o 

pulpit.“ It- was propoſed that the afternoon 
ſermon ſtiould be printed ; but, with his 
uſual reluctande to the publication. of his 


In September, he viſited the camp at Cam- 
bridge, and ſpent ſeveral days there, and in 
its vicinity ; during which time, he took an 
accurate draught of the American encamps 
ments; a liſt of the commariding-officetsy | 
according to their different diviſions ; un ef- 
timate of the number and pay of the troops : 
nd whatever intereſted his inquiſitive min, 

On "the" 4th of October, General Hop- 
, i about 400 troops, marched to 
Newpoft, with orders to remove and protect 
the Rack The next day, a reſolute party 
of "theſE tre * marched down. to Brenton's 
Neck, and brought off a number of Cattle 


proviliogs! Cap tain Wall ace 1 ew up. 187 meh x 
&f WH 888g che town, and't reatened 54 
fi ufo it. ard Wet er the inha 
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exts, A. M. Amos iii. 1, 2.—. M. 2 Chron. 
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llants Into 6 general panle ] and they 3 
dlately began to remove thelr famille and 


effects. A letter from General Wafhington 
renewed thelr alarm, It informed, that « 
thouſand of the king's troops, with ſom 
ſhips of force, lately ſailed from Boſton, de. 
ſigned, as was apprehended, to attack ſome 
ſea-port, The expectation of Britiſh troop, 
on the one hand, and of Colony troops on 
the other, and the apprehenſion of a confla- 
gration of the town, ier the ſpirit of 
removal, 
With 8 emotions of — * clicirade 
and with what. humiliating and pious reflec- 
tions, the Doctor witneſſed this confuſed and 
diftreſsful ſcene, appears from the following 
memoir : : & October 10. How does this 
town ſit ſolitary chat was once full of peo · 
ple! Iam not yet removed, although three 
quarters of n my beloved ——— and Fear 
tion are broken up and diſperſed. 0 Jeſus! 
I commit them and myſelf to thy holy keep- 
ing. It is a diſtreſſing, Providence, full of 
holy inſtruction. Sanctify it to us, O heav- 
4 Father | Enable us to caſt ourſelves, 
our burdens, our families, our all, upon thee, 


: Obe 1 he. thaw e, bein in time of 
trouble. is 


1 
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with God to bring the ſevereſt ealamltles of 
this civil war upon the maritlme towns, be- 
eauſe moſt abounding with vice and wick» 
edneſi, May this chaſtiſement bring us to 


unſolgned repentance and reformatlon. Mayr 
we turn to the Lord with all our hearts q and 


may a holy God be intreated for his broken 
churches, In this town, Boſton, Roxbury, and 
other ſuffering places: And may he 88 
deliver us from theſe diſtreſs,” | 


Wallace returned, with his ſhipping, to 


* Ml on the 11th 3. and the town 


continued -in a ſtate of confuſion for ſev- 
eral days. 


On the 23d, the r. ao his Sociery 


met, and judged. it expedient to diſcontinue 


the public, worſhip, during the winter, in | 


conſideration of the . preſent evacuated, dif 
trefſed, and tumultuous ſtate of the town; 


and recommended his removal, to Briſtol, for 


preſent ſafety. The very next day, hows 
ever, it appears, that, reluctant to a ſepara · 


tion from their beloved Paſtor, they eircula- 


ted a ſubſcription, and collected a competent 


ſum for his ſupport. This very deranged 


* of . congregation: did not interrupt 
HENS: AA 4 his 


trouble, It la a righteous and holy thing 4 
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nls active ſervltes for the ptoniotion of dern 

TT En 
2 Another letter from 80 gtaf Walle ton, 
informing, with his uſual vigilance, that Fal- 
mouth 1 was half conſumed, and ſtill in flames, 
and cautioning Newport of impending dan- 


ger, excited a tiew and eſponding Alem 


| which was heightened by information from 


General Greene, that” the burning. of the 
ſea-ports was Judged to be by freſh orders | 
from England. But che Chriſtian Paſtor 
manifeſted an exemplary firmneſs” at this 
eventful criſis. Confident of the juſtice 
the caufe, and impreſſed with 4 ſenſe of its 
importance to America, and to the world, he 
relied, with unwavering: aſſurance, om the 
divitle protection, and or a favotirable iffue 
of the conteſt, The times, he remarks, 
are diſtreſſing- The Dutch extend the 
period bf their prohibitiom of exporting 
powder and arms to the Eügliſh Colonies. 
1 ſet the European powers wilt lie fill: 
they wiſh the downfal of Britain, but do 
trot behold with pleafure the revolt of Colo- 
nies, leſt it mould be a prevetient for their 
own. 80 that it ſeems as H Gody in his 
holy 1 — to ſot the United 
| — 
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Engliſh Colonies alone, in the arduous con- 
flict; chat, ee by the Parent State, 


and by the world, He may take us by the 


hand, and lead us to more con f ſal. 


ation. 24 1 5 rn 


7 


1 noſe, and fat down. The blood not 1 155 


ping, he requeſted Dr. Stiles to preach, Fur. 


niſhed to all good works, he took the fame 


text, and preached extemporaneouſſy. 
In his Literary Diary, he obſerves, * This 


Lap biden eee the patience 
of God, this day, 48 years old. The laſt 
year has been the moſt afflitive and diſtreſſ- 


ing yoar of my life, God, by his grace, has 


| hitherto: carried me through my trials; and 


I hope, in ſome degree, ſanctiſied them, It 
is a world of ſorrow and tribulation, But 
why ſhould a living. man complain for the 
puniſhment of ſins : May God ſanctify 
to me all the afflictive diſpenſatipus of his 
holy providence, eſpecially the death, of my 
wife, the diſperſion. of my church and con- 
gregatlon, ee evil war!“ 
1. | | 4 5 


i 
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18 B a letter of January 21, to Mr. Lewis, 
a-tutor in Yale College ho, in a letter to 
the Doctor, had expreſſed his concern for 
his ſafety, and invited him into Oonnecticut, 
it appears, that, from the beginning of 
November, he had kept hifnſelf and his 
family in readineſs to leave Newport at any 
_ warning z and that, after ſeeing the Kings 
fpeech; and the diſputes on It In Parliameyt, 
his “ ſeeret hope that the vell would be re- 
moved from the Parent State was now at an 
end.“ — Though he belieyed the miniſtry 
intended an aceommodation, yet he judged 
they would keep up hoſtilities, and the pa- 
rale of war 4 and ſo delay the only effectual 

remedy, 4 For,” he obſerves, & after Great. 
Britain has conſtrained us te repel her hoſtil: 
itles, and defend ourſelves, the will Had the 
energies and powers, equal te ſick a conflict 
and defence, will fuftain a ſovereign State." 
While, in oppoſition te the judgment of Gen- 
greli, and of the army, he was of the eplg⸗ 
lon, that Newport was defenſible ; he a 
| knowledged * that the ſituation was dangers 


un; 0 that he had determined ta rey 
FB move 


1 


fuſed ſrene from October to March, he con- 
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move his family, as ſoon as poſſible.” De- 
voted as he was to the work of the miniſtry, 


he purpoſed to offer his ſervices to ſ6me 
vacant church, © till it might pleaſe divine 


Providence to re- aſſemble his dear ſcattered 
flock.“ Revolving in his mind how to 


diſpoſe of himſelf during its diſperſion, he 


ſometimes thought of teaching the uſe of the 
W globes, geography, mathematics, and hiſtory, 
in ſome interior, populous part of the coun 


try, Sometimes he thought of offering 
himſelf to read public lectures, for a few 
months, In one of the colleges, en two 
branches of Hterature, the Oriental languages, 
und eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
remarks, „s more euſtomary In the Kuro. 
peat univerſities” He alſb meditated other 


purſults 4 but he eonfidered the miniſtry moſt 


in character for Him, if it thould pleaſe God 
t6 pen a deer for his future ſervice = 
Finding the Parliament refolved te proſe: 


küte the Wat, he went te Dighton, In Maſſh= 


chufetts, and there hited a place for the 
reception! of his family, Whither he remeved 
on the 13th of March. — During the can» 


en . paſtoral labours in his own 
church, | 


„Nothing,“ he 
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church; bd frequertly- pn to > the . 
ſoldiers- 4 
About this 2 he revelvel) an ww 1 
application from the Congregational church 
in Providence, to remove his family to that 
town, and ſerve them in the miniſtry, He 
choſe,” however, to live in retirement and 
tranquillity, till the political ſtorm ſhould be 
blown over ; or, in caſe of its continuance, 
he wiſhed a longer time to conſider the ex. 
pedieney of another removal. 
In his' tranquil retreat, he carefully ob. 
ferved every public occurrence; and the 
moſt intereſting tranſactions, whether-in the 
eabinet; or in the field, he recorded with. ſins 
gular exactneſs. That magnanimgus at of 
the American Congreſs, which aſtoniſhed the 
world, and which muſt immortalize the 
names of the daring patriots who ſigned it, 
now arreſted his attention. The DECLAR4- 
TION or INDEPENDENCE, dated July 4th, 
| led him to remark ; © Thus the Congreb 
has tied a Gordian knot, which the Parlia- 
ment will find they can neither cut not 
untie. The Thirteen United Colonies now 
riſe- into an Independent Republic, among 
the Aa States, and Empires on earth. 
FN ; May 
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May the ſupreme and en Lord of 
the univerſe, ſhower down his | bleſſings 
upon it, and ever _ it under "Wi . 


Having Fiſhed the Hebrew Adee, 
he began the New Teſtament in September; 
with a deſigt of examining and comparing 
the whole of it with the Syriac Teſtamente 
This was, in his opinion, * as much the orig; 
inal ad the Greek, and rather more ſo it bed 
ing certainly of the apoſtolic age, and made 
under the inſpection of the Apoſtles, if hot 
by them. Matthew; Hebrews, arid Peter, at 
leaſt, were firſt written in Syriac : andy in 
general, in his judgment, „the Greek dp 
Mather to be conſidered. a tranſlation of the 


Byrine, heat tb eee e „dt 
6 w. * 


"4 
4 + 1 


* Litetary Diary. 
Hle ufterwards publicly advanced the ſbrüe 402 
* and added another reaſon for his, eſtimation of the 
Syriac language : „ Huic affinisy i. e. lingue Hebree 
ſeu potius 5p Na et filin vocis, eſt Hrlaca; in qu priml- 
tus Novi Teſtamentk maxima/pars vel ſwoule apoſtalico 
conſcripta, ws non, tranſlata ſuit . Liberrime of 
apoſtoli et Syriage Chriſtianis Paleſtinis utiqus exteris 
Grace . Magne autoritatis igitur eſt Teſta · 
mentum Syriacum, immo mecum ejuſdem ac * 
ſeriptum. Res ſacre atque cleſtes in nulla li | 
tanta porſpicyitate ot ſublimitate vel tradi ve am 
poſſant, quanta in Hebrea et dialeQtis inde ſcaturientibus. 
Quinimo 
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+4/The church af Tuumon, Oblerving a day 


of faiditly and prayer, to ſeek divine diree- 
tion in the choice of a paſtor, the Doctor at- 
tended the ſolemnlty, with ſeveral neigh. 
bouring- minlſtere; and preached to a very 
large and ſerlous eongtegatlon. The com 
wittes of. the eh ureh applying to the min. 
ters te recommend a ſuitable perſon for thi 
place, they adviſed an application to Dr, Stiles 
Judging that his chyrch and ſociety, at New 


mare miniſter to them, they urged him to 
Taunten. Reſolved, however, not to. relins 


ich his beloved charge, till the laſt extrem- 


uh de told them, he hoped it might, pleaſe 
God, that his congregation at Newport ſhould 


be re-gathered; that he ſhould by no means 


| ſeek a diſconnexion from them at preſent ; 


and, therefore, that if immediate ſettlement 


in the miniſtry was adviſable for Taunton; | 
he, muſt be out of the queſtion. . 
| On. Lord's day, December. 8, ori 40 


Britiſh eee a dozen ſhips of war 
to ras bs _ diſembarked 
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Quinimo Sytiace rd illuſtrattones Chaldaict 
rgumin Fondthanir et Onleigß et arcane ſcientin 
— Zohare recondite, erteriſque autoribus vere 
aigulMits,” 25 | fins Oratio * 
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diſet\butked about 3000 troops om Rhotle- 
Mand, and took polen of the own 1 
Nawpent: (ane 

His paftordl milnIfirations were tf le 
rupted this year; that, remltting, in ſome de- 
free; hid theologlen! ſtudles, he besame mere 
minutely attentive te the proceedings of the 
Arlett minifiry; and te the aperations of the 
war in America ; and was affiduous to ac 
quires authentls liitfligence from every 
ſourge, Newport having become a ſeat of 
war, he had frequent acceſs to the officers 
of the Americart army, and to the moſt em- 
inent political charactern. The knowledge 
whith he derived from this intereoutſe; a 
from the public papers, he daily recorded j 
and it conſtitutes the principal E 
— 1 2. e. 1 * 
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„ir. has pleaſed » holy Cod; than my d 
ock fhould be broken up, aid ſecattered 
abroad. May the great Head: of the churedn 
have and keep us undet his holy protectiom, 
ind re- gather us in his own time ; and; above 

ae to us every trial . 


B * 
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and paticace of the bleſſad Immanual f I aw 
gow entering dhe fiſtith; year of a uſcle 
life, | May the God of my fathers take, eue 
ok - me, my children, my flock, the cauſe. of 

Uberty, and his Proteſtant Zion in America | 
I is wich Him, to give conſolation, et 
every affliction, and deliver, us all, at. laſt, in- 
__ — 5 the det God,” 
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2 firſt day of January, An bohininht 
Nile again in his private reading, keeping 
before him the Hebrew, and the Chaldee 
Farguus,' of the Old Teſtament, with the 
eoniinentartes'of Abem Ezra, Solomon: Iſhabi, 
and others Continuing to read alſo: a daily 
portion of the New Teſtament, he proceed - 
ed in courſe with the Syriac Verſion - 
Ir his Ufofet, om Eord's dry; Januury 19 
be ooh 4 review of alt the religions of ev. 
ue und nation, In the world; and er- 
amine the grounds of his pr ev of the 
Chriſtian religion. Having traced the rie 
end; progreſi of the oriental Jdelatry ] the 
e ſyſtem of Loroaſter z tho lntty 


dudtion 


PREMIDENTSTIUES, oy 


quetlon ant eſtabhinment of the daſtltutlon 
A the Lama, from Ganges to Chinwy ud 
the Impoſture of Mahomet ; he followed the 
line of the true and uncorrupted religion, 
in every ſueceſſi ve age While he judged 
W the falſe religion, which has prevailed in the 
various ages of the world, and which til 
prevails among many nations, to. be clearly 
diſcernible, he believed that the true religion 
now ſubſiſts, in 4 good degree of apoſs 


tolic purity, in the churches of Hungary, 


and of that connexion, in the churches of 
Holland, and of New-England. There) is 
ſtill: much true religion among the Luther 
ans But,” adds he, all the churches 
in Cliriſtendom, American, Holland, Hum 
garian} Greek, Armenian, Moravian, havo 
ſo much imperfection, and, above all, fo 
little of the holy life, that I am ſometimes 
at a loſs where to look for the thue church 
of Jeſus, Thanks to God, in every denom - 
jnatlon, in the church unlverſul, I can read 
of partleular perſons, and partloular churches, 
and ſome eluſters of churches, eminent fur 
plety; as well as ſoundneſs: in the falthy 
With all theſe my me unites and harinige 
land” bv) 0 er lg 
t ah On 
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„n e review of the contromrſies. in the 
Chriſtian church, he found, that by far the 
graateſt part of them litigated human inves- 
tions, and improvements in Chriſtianity.— 
It excited his indignation, to ſee ſo lit- 
tle charity among the various Chriſtian de. 
nominations; and ſuch zeal to build up 
ſects, rather than make Chriſtians.—He il 
fat out in life with an extenſive charity to 
all Proteſtants, ſuppoſing their difference 
founded in conſcientious. judgment; and 
wifhing all to live in forbearanee, mutual 
love, and harmony, and to join in their fev- 
eral. ways in promoting righteouſneſe and 
virtue. But he found the reverſe. Having 
given. a ſummary view. of the principal ſech 
of Proteſtantiſm, 4 All theſe,“ he obſervet, 
| except the Preſbyterians, refuſe | commu- 
nion to each other.— Duraus, in the laſt 
century, ſpent 30 years, in travelling 
through Europe, for the purpoſe of unit 
Ing all Proteſtant churches, eſpecially the 
| Lutherans and Calviniſt, It was Sify 
phean labour. Perhaps the great Head of 
the church ſees it beſt that Chriſtendom 
ſhould be broken into different commu». 
15 left human wiſdom ſhould improve 
| A general 


— 
U 7 


A genertd/union'to'a feculir uſe; the World- 
Jy grandeur, Ie-ig"eriongh}"if we ea fink 
A govd-nutiides: of *believers' of our on fen. 
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reſpeCtable eccleſiaſtical connexions, were de- 
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*the'lengths' their ſyſtems would curry ne, 
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timonney tu: Jen in Kellowhip" of word aid 
ordinances. The purer ſuch a Partleular 


fellowſhip, as to theologica} 'doQtrines, and 


3 from human decorations; the bet 
In all cemmunions; if there be the 


— Jeſus, mere is falvaton f the 
ſuperfluities in doctrine and worſhip wil be 


found nullitzes at ne great day; but the 


true love of Jeſus will abide the fire” “ 


Opportunities for taking à part In ſeveral 


ſignedly 


neglected· " Foreſeeing,” ſays He, 


I ſtopped, and am, perhaps, more thun af 
man, of my extenſive aequalntanee, an 


eorreſpondence, alone in the world 3 white 


! have the pure and dally pleaſure of u c. 
folous and cordial union with all the goed 
with thoſe: who love. and thoſs who hate 
me with the numerous millions who'know 
me not— with the whole colleion of "chars 
acterz in all 'nations, of every kind and 
degree of excellenee, literary or moral; 


__ =p my ſoul . moſt ſincerely wich 
the 
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the whole body of the myſtioal ach- | 
with all, that in every nation fear God, and MW 
love bur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ' Theſe, ſtript WM 
of all the peculiarities, which externally ſepa - 
rate them from one another, and from me, 
l embrace with a true ſpirit of univerſal love, 
But, to love a whole character, ar a whole 
church, or any whole fraternity, whether 
| Uterary, religious, or political,, I do net find 
within me, Entering into whatever ſcene, 
Umeet with many lncongrultles, and am dif 
guſted too much for acquleſcencs in any 
here below. I never {hall cordially and ex- 
ternally unite. with mankind, in any of their 
affairs, enterprizes, and revolutions, There 
is a preference of ſyſtems, but no perfect 
one on earth, I expect no great fellowſhip 
and open communication with mankind, but 
intend to become more and more the recluſe; 
waiting for the Reſt of | Paradiſe, where, | 
foreſee, my ſoul, will, unite with perfection. 
and acquieſce in eternal univerſal harmony,” 

While at Dighton, where he generally 
performed divine ſervice on the Lord's day, 
though| occaſionally to the remnant of his 
flock at Newport, he received an invitation 


* * firſt church at  Portſmayth, lately 
the 


A E 6 8 oy. 
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| * "thoupurpore of the ariſwer' which he 
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the charge of Preſident Langdon, to come 
and labour among them in the miniſtry, In 
a letter to the Reverend Dr, Haven of Porti- 
mouth, who had united with Preſident Lang- 
don, and the ſoclety; In Importuning hie 
acceptance of this invitation, he writes, That 
he had long ago given himſelf to the {erviee = 
of the divine Jeſus, and deſired always to 


he at the difpolkl or the great Head of the 


chureh, In whatever part of the vineyard he 
might command his labours 3 thut It ' had 
pleaſed him, In his holy providence, to broad 
up und featter his drar flooky but that his 
paſtoral relation is not diſſolved j and, that 
daring this diſperſion, he is ready to ſerve 
any vacant church ; that, if the congregation 
looked for immediate ſettlement, he ſhould 
miſs the fatiefaQtion 3 but, that If it ſhould 
be igreeable to them, that he ſhould miniſter 
there in the word and ordinances, for à ytar, 
or more, or till the end of the war, if it 
ſhould pleaſe God he ſhould live to that 


time, leaving the eonſideration of — 


to the future openings and orderings of 
Divine Providence, he ſhould be willing 0 
devote his labours to their ſervice. + This 


ſent 


time he ſhould pleaſe. 
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font to the chureli at Hurtſmouth. A tom 


mittee of that church ſbon after invited him 


to preach ther, ee eee 
had propoſed “. | 
The Reverend Dr. cu wold t Wim 
abet the fame. ume, eecommending It to 


him & come to Boſton, and volunths 


ty offering hint dne half of What war 


weekly contributed for hie own fimppent, H he 
woutd amt him in carrying on the mint. 
terial work, At the fame time he informed 
him that there were two vacancies in Boſton, 
and one in Rexburyy' where the eongregs- 
tiotrs wonld be glad of his affiſtancey for what 
With'what'gratitude 
to his friend; and with what pious'deknow!l- 
edyments to the good providenee ef God, 
he retetved this expreſſton of Christian 
friendſhip, appears from his feply to Dri 
Chauncy: I cannot be fuffielemly thankful, 


for the vory great kindneſs you have ſfrew- 


ed me; im my exiled ſtate, by inviting my 


| poor labours with you, And for 'offerin g me 

à participation of your ſupport May the 
great Head of the church, the fountain of 

all good, requite this affectionate beneficence; 


md = — kind ffices, in cening 4 


way 
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way for my employment in the other con» 
which; you mention. I thank 


my heavenly Father for theſe openings of 


hls gracious providence,” With What hu»! 


— refleQions does he proceed to no- 
tlee the divine difpenſations towards him 
and hls church! „ The dealings of the 
Moſt High, towards mo and my flock; hava 
been truly afeQlog, humbling, and inſtruc» 
tive. They have led. ma very ſarlouſſy ta 
think; whether divine Wiſdom has not ſeem 
fit do vejadt me from the vine yard, for mx 
own imperfections, unfalthfulneſo, and) un- 


fruitfulneſe, in bis ſervice, in the work orf 


the miniſtry, ſor which L never thought my- 
ſelf - ſuitably qualied. I have, therefore, 
wiſhed for a more retired and leſs. conſpieu 


mouth, until it might pleaſe God, either to 
bfeniſs me to- another world, or return — 
to my former flock; if He ſhould be pleaſed: 


| to. Rave any farther ſet vice for me among 


them. How I may be diſpoſed of, is wirr 
long, hitherto, and to whoſe: gracious! influ« 
ende and merciful wiſdom, I deſire to co 


mit myſeli tlie ſhort. remnant of my days on 
+4 mh | 6 C | earth,” 


ous ſituation, than either Boſton, or Porr- 
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Nutioch in my way thither ::: 


5 ſince their removal from Newyport! | 
day, my family has been a year at Dede 


meal in the barrel; afid ſomè oib in the cruiſe. 


protection 1 and feel aiwillingneſs, both in 
proſperity and adverſityi to be entirely at the 
_ Ciſpoſal of dlvine Providence Miel, owt 
From the moment that America was con- 


| liberties, his judgment concerning tlie proper 
| en 2 to Great - Britain 


earth. U In the apoſtolical ſtyle, he adds 
mußt gate iyricura 31 but 1 hal cal 


On the 14th/of March, he records the . 
vine goodneſs toward him and his ng 


A gracious Providence has ſo ſapplied us, 
that T am not in debt for ſubfifience'the yu 
paſt \ and, bleſſed be God, there is ſome 


people, I have two invitations to preach elſe 
here. Thus; While it has pleaſed Goto 
frown upott me, in the difperſion of - mf 
Congregation, at Newport, yet his lovitig: 
kindneſs he Hath nut utterly taken from me, 
O that I may never diſtruſt. bis care, not 
faint under his rebultes; but humbly com- 


mit myſelf, my family, and flocks to hie holy 


frained to appeal to arms, in defence of ber 


* | 9 
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never varied; A report being circulated; at 
this time; that Britiſh commiſſioners had fe- 
newedly offered to Congreſs honourable 
= terms! of negociation, he remark: 


tn! 247) 1 ic 133650 . 
x —* Timeo Yayacs, et gong fergriges,” 
A e 1 ict Th 1 97 act \ 


1 Winde an fol ſtratagem. It is to be 
hoped, the Congreſs will be firm. No pro: 
poſal for interviews and. negociation ſhould 
be attended to, without this preliminary, Ap 
act of | parliament, renouncing the dominion 
of theſe States, and acknowledging their In- 
dependence. and . Sovereignty ; at the, lame 
time withdrawing their . armies ; then, We 
may liſten to propoſitions of alliance.” bold 
Early in April he went ta Portſmouth; 
8 and on the 2x, the firſt Church and Socie- 
ty in that town, gave him a unanimous in- 
vitation to remove and ſettle one year with 
them, in the work of the miniſtry. He 
could „ not but conſider. the acceptableneſy 
of his poor labours 3 an opening for ſomg 
little uſefulneſs; and liberal proviſion, far 
his family, in this time of public calamity, 
_ wonderfully proyidential. It demands my 
gratitude to Heaven. This ie a ſpa-port, and 


expoſed-ta the enemy : but dangers, and 
dn | | troubles ” 
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an RE uo 
troubles await us every where. In God's 


holy protection only | is; there ſecurity, 1 


have taken the matter into conſideration y 
for, though the caſe appears comfortably. clear, 
at firſt view, yet our beſt proſpects are ſo 
eaſily diſadjuſted and ed, that I de- 
"ſire fir to aſk counſel of Heaven, If God 
hath a work for me any where, he will man- 
ifeſt it, If God's preſence is not to go with 
me, I would not be carried up hence. by the 
moſt flattering proſpets, Having found, 
dy ſufficlent experience, that, without the 
divine guidance. and bleſſing, we are / noth- 
ing, 1 deſire to refer ty and all 10 con- 
Cerns, to God," 1 
A plot of the br minitry dg dl. 
covered, at this time, he remarks ; 4 We aro 
ſo ſurrounded with all kinds of enemies, and 
with ſo many ſpecies of danger, that we aro 
neceſſitated to ſee that God alone can ſave us 
However it may pleaſe Him to deal 
with particular churches, and families, which 


———— om—— pn mn = — = 


chat the great American cauſe, both as to 


tory, 


may be involved in ruin in this motaentous. 
conflict; yet I have an entire confidence, 


| L1pBRTyY and PROTESTANTI8M, will. be 
"mae through, with eventual ſueceſe, vic 
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tory, and triumph, Though the Tue of 
Litenty is deſpoiled of ſome of its beautiful 
leaves and branches, in the deſolating tem- 
peſt, which has blown with violence along 
the Continent 3 yet, God be thanked, it ſull 
ſtands firm 3 and 1 doubt: not, Heaven in- 
tends It ſhall maintain itſelf with triumphant 
ſteadineſs, and eventual firmneſs,” | | 
On the a4d of April, he gave his anſwer 
of neceptanee to the Church and Sotlety at 
Portſmouth, Deeply affeQed with their gen- 
eroſity, they having 4 kindly voted, that if 
what they had granted be Inadequate, they 
would, beſides; pay the expences of hls ro- 
moval, he remarks ; “ Certainly, God hath”. 
put it Into thelr hearts thus to provide for'an 
exile—praiſed be his name!“ Two days af. 
ter, he ſet out vor Dighton, for _ removal 
of his family, | 
About this Ga one of his gock Wok 
to him, and ſolicited his religious counſel.” 
In hls reply, he gives a renewed proof of hit 
tender love to his church, and of his deep 
humillatlon in the review of his miniſtry 
_ My dear flock, alas ! is broken up, hl 
diſperſed to the four winds. They are daily 


on N. mind at un throne or he Did 
: a - 
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the candle burn dim, that'the holy Jeſus came 
forth in itiger, and removed both that and 
the candleſtiek out of their place? The good 
Lord forgive one, who wiſhed to approve 
himſelf faithful; but, alas 1 in all reſpects, 
cume ſhort. May this humbling diſpenſi- 
tion and ehaſtiſement be ſunctified to us all; 
quicken us to fidellty, and teach us to prize 
the Word, fellowſhip, and ordinanoes. 
have great, though humble, faith, chat Cod 
will re-gather, and ſettle us in our former 
ſtate. Let us live fo, that, ne or lag 
e may be the Lord's.“ 
Huving preached a farewell Neck to the 
Cortgregation at Dighton, he, with his fan 
ily, left that place on the 22d of May. On 
Rle arrival at Portſmouth, theſe are his plous 
reflectlons: „The angel of the Lord's preſ. 
erice has ſeemed to accompany us hitherto 
Tue good Lord ſurround us with his loving- 
Kindnch, and have us always in his holy 
keeping. May the great Head of the church 
de with me, and make me faithful, now he 


hath opened the way for my labours in the 


part of his vineyard. Whether the enemy 
will allow us to reſt in peace, is known only 


to _ But, if we c muſt make another 
flight 
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fight this ſammer; may God give m 8 Pn 
grim's heart. To Him I commit myſelf, 
my dear Rhode-Iſland-exjled flock, my fam- 
Ay, thg flogk I am now to miniſter. to, my 
county, and the church univerſal.· He 
gratefully acknowledges the very obliging 


— hoſpitable nend of the people of 


Portimouth, who * furniſhed. a good houſe. 
for the reception of hie family, and ron 
wits Wa „ich all, the Kindneſs, . he 
my en ae, e Av, 
„Happlly fituated as, he now was, even to 
che completion of his wiſhes, till he might 
he reſtored i þ bis own flock.; diying _ 
denge,was, opening the. way for er 
Inte a more extenſive ſphere 
uſefulneſs, The Reverend. Dr. 1 * 
recently reſigned the preſideney of Yale-Cgl- 


lege. In July, at a ORR, of, the Cops 
| Poration with 3 Cammines, of the Nenęral 


of Connectigut, choſen fro m, ach, 
county, the ſubjeQ, of the choice of a, Prefin 
dent being injroduged, that, n 
oped Dr, Stiles“ 0 the moſt proper perſon. 2 


of 


4 85 one w! 116 5 of 1100 acceptable. to 
| ſe th y.h ortunity. 
Dor ee i in Nee parts 
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ck ie Siate wait Rrengl. undd 
Um te the Corporation,” 

On the igel of geptember, he yoonted 4 
letter from his friend the Reverehd Mt 
Whittelfey, of New-Haven, Informing hin 
of üg election te this dee 

But, dWlightful ad It Was te him e ac * 
and eum münleste c if and! 
he' repeitedly had been, by his Aendi, u 
chill as probable his appointment to thi 
office ] far from caſting a wiſhful eye to the 
fidential chair, he appears to have judged 
tot deleted for Rim, nor ellglble, f 
were offered, * My election to the pref- 
deney of Yale College, he writes,” on thi 
N n an — gs anck wonder | 
fel ordering of divine- Providence:: -nor' f 
but chat it has been talked: of fbr years paſt ; ar 
but Lknew ſuch reaſons as made it, in my! 
view, morally -impoſſible- chat T ſhould be 
elected. When, therefore, any of 'maypar-' Je 
tial friends were pleaſed to comment me w 
with the expetation of fuch anvevent; theſe 
inſuperable obſtacles vectirred” to my mind, de 
and rendered the mentiom of it diſsuftfül I n 


* N „ PEN F n 3 3 
. 1 


7 So that 1 have nd more lerolved in my 
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| „* Þf 88 ol "1 mind, 
* „Letter of the — Dr. Dana. 
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wind, whether 1 am qualified for ſuch an 
office, than for that of a prime miniſter or 
4 ſultan ; of whether 1 Qhould, on +4, 
whole, be deflrous of it At beſt, the d 
dem of a Preſident Is a erown of thorns,” “ 


On the 85th of September, he recelved 
efficlal notice of his — by the Rev. 
Mr. Johnfon, one ef the Fellows of Yale 
College, who walted on him at Portſmouth, 
In perſon, with a letter from. the Corpora- 
ton, which Informed him of thelr chole 
and ſolicited his acceptance, 


By Mr. * be. wrote the + following 
anſwer 1 ., (40 


—— T5 MW ww NaRn3aO os 


an Dd 


ts , ; pl TT 


„ene, an 14 var 
Your election of me to A ba 4 
ſtation as the preſidency of Yale College, id 
an honour" as unexpected as it is unmerited. 1 
Your application to me; upon this-import= 
ant affair, I have received by the Rev. Nr. 
Johnſon, in your letter of the Toth" ult. 
wherein yeu are pleaſed to requeſt” © a fa- 
vourable anſwer. I am conſcious of great 
deficiency; in | qualifications, for the office 
1 and 2 9 50 to ; vou have invited me. 
y 7002 D Mot: oft ; b 


— © —mmmart. At 
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by 
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1 is ſo diffieult and weighty, 
that 1 diſtruſt my abilities to diſcharge it, 
with that uſefulneſs and dignity, which may 

render me acceptabſe to you, and che pub- 

lic, It is of great importance, that the head 
of the college be aceeptable to the Fellows, 
to the body of the churches and paſtors, to 
the General Aſſembly, and the people at 
large, And, although Mir, Johnſon hat 
given me a favourable repreſentation, as to 
the 'proſpe@& 1 might entertain of | this; 
yet, for a more full ſatisfaction, I have 
thought it prudent and expedient to mak: 
aà journey into Connecticut, and. refer the 
matter to farther conſideration, when, I maj 
have had an interview. with the ; Corporation 
at their meeting next month., . A, concur 
renee of the public ſenziment, gn. this oc 
ſion, would greatly contribute. towards in. 

dicating the path of duty, upon this im. 
portant. call of, Diving, Proyidence. For a 
on che one hand, if there ſhould appear wy 
* conſiderable difatisfaQtion in the public, i 
would determine me 10 decling. 75 office 
ſo, on the other hand, 4 general fi ree acqui- 
eſcence, with other openings of Providence, 
and en. the Fonlans of the ſcattered 
* ah remnant 
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remnant of my dear flock, Would have 
great weight in determining my acceptance, 


his unerring wiſdom, in this momentous af: 


fair; and give it ſuch a direction and iſſue, 


| 28 may beſt ſubſerve his: glory, and te oo 
rancement of religion and Meran 8 
e 1 am, Gentlemen 
Wich great reſpect. if 
NOTTS Tour moſt obedient, A 
ur very humble Servant, 


1 1 4 * 1. 2 N 17 EZ RA uA. 


a 04. 2, 1777s | 


At the fame time he wrote les to ug 
principal members of his Newport congre- 
gation, requeſting chem to call a meeting 
of as many of the Society as eould be col- 
lected, that he might: oy befare them: 5 
eſt to the prefideney. / 

On the 2oth'of this Ty hs ſic out 
for Connecticut; and, on the 5th of No- 


vember, was imtoduced to the Corporation. 


On the day following, they unanimouſly 
| defted wins Profeſſor of Eceleſtaſtical Hiſto- 

1, in conjiinftion with the preſidene y. 
He very fully laid before them all His 


own deficiencies, and _ they muſt not 


May the Father of lights conduct us all, by 


—— — 
——— — hr am 
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expect from him: particularly, his infirm 


health, want of talents for government, and 


doubts of becoming acceptable to the min. 5 


iſters, the Aſſembly, and the public. He 
alſo communicated to them his-ſentiment 
in religion, both with reſpect to the ſyſtem 
of theology, and eecleſiaſtical polity, and 
defired them particularly to conſider where 
in he coincided with and differed from 
others.. 1 did this,” ſalth he; „ with all 
ſincerity, as in the preſence of God. I fe. 
queſted them to take full knowledge of mg, 
on theſe and all other accounts, and to in 
terrogate me to thelr full ſatiefaction,” 
Thus cautious was he in undettaking ſe 
great a charge; thus Ingenueus In acknow 
edging his fralltles : and thus tenderly 6 
lieltous to learn the diſpoſition of all elaſſes 
of community, with respect to His entrance 
on an office, the duties of which he: efth 
mated te be beyond his abilities, and the 
labeurs of which he judged. te be. beyond 
his) ſtrength, His concern te knew the 
volee ef the publle, in concurrence . with 
ether welghty reaſons, led him te requeſt 
the Corporation an indulgence of a longer 
ume for his anſwer z and the concluſiga 
Z wit 
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wat, to defer it till toward ſpring-. T have 
endeavoured, ſaith he, to act on this m 
mentous affair in the moſt prudent manner 
and with deliberation; well knowing it to 
be very weighty and important. May the 
Father of lights, the Fountain of unerring 
wiſdom, impart light and guidance, and 
ſuch a final deciſion as ſhall mmm 
and my uſefulneſs ! Amen.“ nn 
Paſfing through Lebanon, on his return 
to Portſmouth, he waited on Governor 
Trumbull, Invited to an Important office 
within the State, over which he preſided, he 
4 held it hls duty to pay his reſpects to the 
frſt magiſtrate, and refer himſelf to hls Wiſk 
dom and advice; in the affair.” The Gow 
ernor, with greet cordiality, approved the 
eholee,' and withed him to accept it j affurt 
ing kim of all the kind offices In his power, 
and his influence with the Aﬀembly, + + 
By this teur, in which he took peeullar 
pains, In every delicate methed, te afcertaln 
the ſenſe of the eemmunlty en the ſutſect 
ef his electlen, he became eenvineed that 
there was a flaguler unanimlty in favouy's? 
he Armagh een 


| Amie" 
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A meeting of his Newport Society. Was 
publicly notified, by his deſire, for the 


purpoſe of conſultation on the call to the 
preſidency, In his letter to the Society, re- 

queſting this meeting, he ſtates, with great 
tenderneſs, * this important affair, which 
repected the continuance, or diſſolution, of 


his paſtoral relation.” He informs them, 


that he had not yet ſufficient) knowledge, 
« to determine his judgment, whether he 
fhould conſider it his duty to aſk. their con» 
ſent to reſign the miniſtty among. n people, 
from whom he had received fo many tokens 
of friendſhip and reſpect, for above twenty 
years. He is deſirous, however, to 
know whether, if, -ON conſulting with the 
miniſters of his Afﬀociation:-and others, it 
ſhould be the general opinion, chat the in- 
ſubſerved by his removal to the college at 
New-Haven, they would be pleaſed to al- 
ſent and concur, both for themſelves, and 
for the Church and Congregation, ſo far as, 
in theſe tumultuous times, they could be 
ſuppoſed to repreſent. them. He aſſures 
them, it is with very Wade and ſenſible 
ale be thinks of parting with his be- 
loved 
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loved flock: and, ſhould a ſeparating take 
place, he prays that the glory of God might 
be the higheſt operative principle in his 
breaſt, and that they might be happy in a 
much more uſeful paſtor,” 9 


The Society being prevented from the 
propoſed conſultation, by the inclemeney of - 


the ſeaſon, and its own diſperſed ſtate, he 
obtained the private judgment and advice 
of ſome of its moſt influential members. 
His worthy and reſpectable pariſhioner and 
friend, the. Honourable William Elerys a 
member of congreſs, writes from Vork. 
Town: „I wiſh there were a proſpęct of 
your Newport flock ever returning; hut 
alas ! they are ſcattered up and, down, the 
land, like 7 without a ſhepherd; and 
it is probable that many of them will nev- 


that, in the courſe of a few years, there 


would be enough of them to give you a 


comfortable ſupport, I ſhould. not, heſitate 
to deſire you not to accept the i prelidency 
of Yale College, and to refuſe to ſettle at 
Portſmouth, or any where elſe ; for 1 do nat 
know any place where, if your family. 00 

be Fo aa ſudſiſted, you would be 1 


happy 


er return to Newport. If 1 could foreſee 
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will never find 4 
ahi 3 they will f unlverſally love 
ett | but tl itt 4 — that, 


ws eonlidering the ea of Fo your electlon, 

it ough uot to welgh much. he 
eendl 6 Naschant another wor: 
thy und relþeRable parlchlener and firlend, 
a member of congreſh, writes ts the 
fame purpoſe i # As this matter cannot by 
conducted In the regular order, Which, un- 
des ether elreumſtances, might be thought 
eſentlilly'n eſſiry, It muſt Vo left to fac 
advice 1 recelved from "your 
friends 100 deck, and to your own good 
ſerie, allifted, as I pray you may be, by the 
Spit. The Wecche when ' any 


deine 
of 'thie flock fall be nllowed to return, muſt 
make it ben In us 0 —. ] : . = | 


1 7 as * 14 by 4 
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leech to his glory in the world ? It i my 
greateſt happitieſs to entertain ſome hoped, 
that, in my oe pligrimage 6h earth, a 
this ſtate ef exifience, preparatory to eter- 
nlty, 1 have experienced a work 4 0 grace 
on my heart, and been brought te a füwing 
aequalntance with the Lerd Jefus Ohriſt. 
perſon de to me moſt excellent, truly 
Hle merit, 
atonement, and righteouſheſh, are all the 
foundation of my Juſtifiealon, and the joy - 
and glory of my ifs I think the college. 
tive excellency, transfuſed through the uni- 
verſe, does not, would not, command 4 
love in my mind, equal to the ſupreme afl 
fecklon with which 1 love che dare, 
Jehovah. His will 1 wiſh 10-reign in ch 
through time and eternity, | | i 
« It has pleaſed God to enuſe me to wo 


perience a great variety of his loving-kind« 
neſs, and gracious protection, the year paſt, 
| While a third part of my Church and Con- 
gregation has been ſhut up by the enemy, 
in Newport, I have enjoyed liberty, and 
been graciouſly provided for. Unexpedt- 
edly, when the door of uſefulneſs in Newa 
port was. ſhut” up, and when _ oircum- 

— E R ſtances 


His 
adorable, and altogether lovel 
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ſtances at Dighton were ſtralght, God wai 
Pleaſed to open two doors for; my laboun, 
His , providence ſeemed to open my way 
moſt clearly for Portſmouth. It has pleaſed 
Him to bleſs me, and my family, with 
health. I have here good advantages for 
the education of my children. May the 
God of their father bleſs them with, cor. 
enant bleſſings. 7 
The ſeverities of chis i have 
deluged a great part of my country with 
blood; but I and my houſe, have hitheno 
been bleſſed with ſecurity. I have lived to 
ſee the wonderful interpoſure of à gragiou 
Providence for this bleeding land, the mul 
ſignal inſtance of which was the conqueſt d 
General Burgoyne; who, with his whole 
northern army, fell into our hands, the 170 
pf. Oftober.. May, God perfe& the deln 
grance of the United States, andthe eſta 
liſhment of their independency,!—— 
„ am happily ſettled, and had no er- 
pectation of removal, till it might pfeaſe 
God to re- gather at Newport my dear flock, 
to which I might again return, and miniſter 
in holy things, as my paſtoral relation to it 


. ee But, as if Providence had 
ſome 
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nant of life left, to hope to be a little uſeful 
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ſome greater work for me yet to do; an- 
other door of uſefulneſs and labour ls opens 
ed, by my election to the prefideney of 
Yale College. What God is about to do 
with me, I know not. I wiſh'to be diſpoſt' 
ed of only to his glory. This call was en- 
tirely unexpected. What am I, and what 
is my father's houſe,” that I ſhould be called 
to this important and weighty oſſice? If 1 
knew tlie will of Heaven, I think I could 
give up myſelf to follow it. In many 
things, IJ am unqualified for either the mim“ 
iſtry or the preſidency. I have but a fen 


it either. Lam happy and in peace, in the 
one; it is uncertain whether I ſhould be; 1m 
the other. I have adviſed with the Rhode 5 
Iſland Aſſociation, and with tlie ſcattered 
remnant of my dear flock, and 1 am ſtill 
waiting upon the voice of the public“ 1 
hope God will give me light and direction. 
Should I remove to the College, I deſire, in 
a humble appeal to God, and reliance on 
che ſtrength of ſeſus, to ſay us on my T6 
moval hither: O God, if thy preſence go 
not up with me, carry me not up lienee. If 
_ is not of 1 l pray him 20 interpoſe 
| obſtructiong 
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obſtructions eſfectually to prevent it. 
preparatory ſentiment; which aroſe in my 
mind, a few weeks before my election, and 
ata time when I had not the leaſt thought 
of its being in agitation... For ſeveral years 
paſt, I have been deſirous of retiring more 
and more from the world into a calm and 
pious obſcurity, that I might ſpend the reſt 

of my days in a more eloſe walk with God, 
and intercourſe. with heaven. And, when 
ſomething ſimilar to a diſeontented ail 
murmuring ſplrit aroſe in my mind, on as 
count of the labours of the miniſtry, and 
welghty cares, to which the overſight and 
charge of a large congregation of ago fan 
Illes inceſſantly called me, I was, cheoked 
with a ſentiment, which roſe in my wlad! 
Why chould 1 repine. at 4 ſhort Ilia of 
the moſt laborious aftivity, for the glory of 
Jolly, and the ſalvation of previous and im- 

mortal fouls? It will be foon over, and | 
thall be at reſt, Is there not a whole ete> 
nity to reſt In? Is net this enough, and 
more than enough! Let me. glrd\ up. my 
lolns, and devote myſelf, with zeal, cheer 

fulneſs, and aQtvity, to my Lord's work: 
LT " ou 
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Tunis * my mind; and has often! ce 
curred,” now that I am called to think of 
the laborious -office of the preſidency. I 
deſire to commit my ways to the guidance, 
overruling direction, and n ws a ho- 
ee aan l 46 ¹ 
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HAVING conſulted the miniſters of Bf. 
ton, with ſeveral of whom he was intimately 
acquainted, and whom, as a body, he greatly 
reſpected ; he received a letter from Dr. 
Chaviney, In January, contalning thelf judge - 
ment, adviſing and preſſing hls ateeptanes 
of the preſſden ey. 
Oh the 94th, he was unanimouſly Inylt 
ed t a (lenient In Portfinouth, This la- 
Vltatlon etvated a new perplexlty. Des 
lighted with the minlſtry, this proof of the 
_ acceptableneſy" of his perſon and miniſterial 

ſervlees, In cormexton with the evident ſhe» 
eeſd of his labeurs If this place, ſtrengthened 
his prediteMion for the ſhered offles, Steh 
was hls heſitaney in deelding what' would 
be "oF own' en, and, efpeclally, what 
would 
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Would be the Une of vie Atty, in this dubl. 


duslenſe, that he wrote; without delay, th 

the ſenlor member bf the Corporation of 
Yale Qollege, beging leave to defer Hl an. 
Wer u few weeks longer. In this letter, he 
expreſſes hie 4 deſire to be at the difpofat of 
Providence, Whether In the work of thy 


miniry, or In the ptefideney ] In elther of 


which,” he obſerves, 1 with te by devoted 
to the ſervice of the ehurches. 
"While" he 'Impbrtunately ſought divine 


dlrectlon, he renewedly aſked . of his 
judlelous and Chriſtlan friends. © Among 


tom Aſſbelatlon, „ begging leave to requeſt 
thelr opinion and advice; and that they 
would afford him that light, which ther 
knowledge and comprehenſive view of the 
Rate of the churches, religion, and learning, 
would enable them to impart,” In a let 
ter to Governor Trumbull is che following 
paragraph, which they, who well knew the 
writer, will not ſuſpect to be the language 
of affected modeſty: I 
— for the We J am conſcious 
of many irremediable defects. Shall I ex- 


change the n of happineſs in the 


miniſtry, 


others, he addreſſed the paſtors of the Bol. 


greatly diſtruſt my 
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wlniſity, for an office full of weighty cares, 
in which it has been repeatedly proved to 
be Impoſſible to give ſatlefactlon?“ | 
After every, conſultation, | downed hls 
principal, rellanee was on the wy/dom which 
tt from above. In addition to his daily, ſup- 
plications to God, for divine dlrectlen, ha 
now ſpent a day In private falting and prays 
er, to ſeek counſel of Heavens, n 
Moſt of his Newport congregatlun,, who 
expreſſed to him thelr ſentimente on tho 
ſubject now under contemplation, manifeſt» 
ed great 'candouty and all of them tha elder 
derneſs of affectloon. 4% 
Dr. Chauncy, * a letter. Inform kim, 
that he knows of none, but Who rejoice. at 
his election to the preſidency, and unite 
In the oplnlon, that he is loudly: called, in 
providence, to accept of the appoltkment 
This, he aſſures him, is the unanimous-ppln- 
jon of the Boſton Aſſociation, to + e 4 
- communicated his letter: 7 
. Obſerving the 26th of Fabry 6 a6 an- 
othet day of private faſting and prayer, he 
aſked counſel of unerring Wiſdom, deſir-. 
ing that efficacious. and ſufficient obſtrue- 
tions might be laid! in his way, to prevent 
LY 


le malen any courle contrary 40 the dl. 
vine Will; that a concurrence of — 


mouth, to 


aegepted the preſidency, had an effectul 
nom cut off from this ſelf-deception,'= 
chat de ſhould, abide in the miniſtry 3. and 


We. motives by Which he. wat 
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TY 


and public motives might indicate his duty; 
and that he might diſcern the true reaſon 
wherefore divine Providence has. permitted 
the - preſent good offets, and which It wa 
the . divine will that he ſhould accept, 
Whether 1. God gave him the call at Port.. 
give him a better reception in 
Connectleut j ſhewing that it was not a mit- 
ter of neoeſſity, that ſhould Induce him to 
— rhe ſince he ſhould be well pro 
vided; for here. Or, a. Whether to try hi 
own heart, and for the, <br 
ſpirit within him. I might,” he obſerve, 
« have thought, and ſaid, I ſhould, not har 


— 
— 


123272 


— 
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door been opened for the miniſtry, I un 
Or, 3. Whether it is the real will of Heaven, 


ſo the election to the preſideney deſigned 
by Providence to ſtimulate the choice and 
call here.” With fuch religious attention | | 
did he notice the footſteps of divine Provi- 
dence, and with ſuch diligent Grutiny d 


aftuated 
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„Austed Un deciding on n of mag · 


nitude |. ” gh 
A letter Rom ths ie 


tlon, received the next day, contributed to- 
wards hit deciſion. It expreſſed the earneſt 
and united deſire of the Corporation, that he 
would, as ſoon as might be, give an anſwer 
to thelr call 3 and ufſured him, that, as fur a8 
they were ' acquainted, his appointment was 
agreeuble'to the Miniſtry,'to the General 41. 
ſembly; and to the State. On our part, 
adds the ſoribe, I am authorized dude 
you, that it will be the endeavour' of all the 
members of the Corporation to ſupport you 
in che office to which they have invited you 


and, as far as poſſible, to bear every burden 


with you, and render your een en 
comfortable. g. JOG 


On the 18th of March, . dexoted 


the three preceding days to prayer and ſup⸗ 
plication, during which period he was in 
great anxiety,” he gave an anſwer to the So- L 
ciety in Portſmouth... On a full view of 
the Whole matter, and compariſon of all cir=" 
cumſtances, he obſerves to them, I have 
rather thought: it, the will of God, that 1 
od: EI the momentary remnant of my 
"nr Fr days | 
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1 4 7 Kx LITE o 7 
days in promoting learning; in conjundticn 


with religion, and in forming the riſing 


hopes of our country for uſefulnaſa, in Church 


and State. And, therefore, though with dif, 
fiderice and uncertainty whether ].ſhall make 


of myſelf to the ' diſpoſal and bleſſing of 
HFeaven, I have concluded to accept the pre 
dency. I return you my thanks for all the tel, 
umonies of your.. friendſhip and affection; 
and ſin eerely commend you to che bleſſing 
of Jeſus. I pray God to ſend you a paſtor df 
evangelical principles, and amiable manner, 


may be loag happy, happier than in me. 
he people of Portſmouth were fo tender 


5 ty allv@ed- at the reception-of this nogative 


anſwer, that, with preſſing importunity, they 
urged him to re- oonſider the ſubject ; pleai- 
ing their unanimity and the preſent ſucceſ 
r his laboure in actual additions. to the 
chtireli, and iw the proſpect, from a prevail- 


ning ſertouſneſt, of more humerous additions. 


This renewed application, enforced by ſuct 
arguments, awakened his tendereſt ſenſibll- 
| Ges,” and created another | ſuſpenſe, He, 
Giroſhee, ſet apart another day of privit 
faſting 


a right choice; yet, with humble. reference 


and of a truly apoſtolig ſpirit, in whom you 
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faſting and prayer, 6 to ſeek of God light and 
direRtlon, that he might know the good and 
acceptable will of Sg Lord.” In his reflec» 
tions, on this occaſion, he aſks ; „What 
could I deſire more Have I not cordially 
devoted myſelf to a paſtoral employment, 
which I love from my heart? Am I not in 
the midſt of harveſt, of an in- gathering of 
ſouls, as bleſſed ſeals of a moſt imperfect 


miniſtry ? Is it not the voice of the chief 


Shepherd: Fred my flock, my ſheep, my lambs; 
gird up thy loins, and labour; there is. work 
enough ; why leave the vineyard in the mia 
of a vintage? Mentioning honours, he ob- 
ſerves: © Honours, long enjoyed, loſe their 
reliſh, eſpecially after a man is turned of fif- 
ty, and is really bound for heaveng, and the 
rtal honours of the celeſtial world 
0 Us recent doubts being, at length, ſo far 
diſpalled, that he judged it his incumbent 
ditty, to accept the preſidency ; on the rgth 
of March, he relinquiſhed his paſtoral charge, 
and bade farewell to his Church and Con- 
gregation in Newport, His valedictory 
' Addteſs is replete with expreſſions of paſtoral 
tenderneſs, and exhibits a moſt Hoon 
op. of his ininiſteria) character. On the 


0. 


—.  CEEECCET — — 


1 


236 THE DIE [Op 


dy following, he wrote adettes' to che Cor. 


poration! of ' Yale College, declaring his ac. 
ceptance of the preſidency. After an in- 
troduction, expreſſive of his diffdence and 
humility, he obſerves : © In the view of 

omniſcient Wiſdom, there ls a certain ſphere 


of activity adapted to every intelligent be. 
img; in which it would be wiſeſt and beſt, 
that is, moſt for the glory of God, that he 
ſhould be employed. If I know my om 


heart, my wiſh is to be found in this ſphere 
to take that ſtation, in which 1 may at 


moſt to the glory of God, our higheſt and 
laſt end. It was this ſupreme motive that 
took me from the Law, and carried me into 
the Miniſtry : I pray God this may operate 


in me, through time and eternity. I have 
had an ample tafte of the world, and public 
life; and, for ſeveral years, have had an in- 
creaſing inclination: for an unnoticed retire 


ment, as far as would be conſiſtent with fill 


teſtifying the grace of the Goſpel. For the 
reſt /I ſhould; wiſh to live out of the world, 
that I might live more to God. And yet 
God is calling me to more extended labour 
I am defirous of viewing this . 
not in a ſecular, but in A religion light, As 

15 ta 
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to intereſt, either office furniſhes, at beſt, only | 


a decent ſubſiſtence. To one, who has been 
crowned with the academic honours to ſatie- 
ty, the ſuperadded one of the preſideney will 
appear more than balanced, by its inceffant 
labours, and weighty cares. On what 


There is none leſt but duty, and the will of 
Heaven, not, in this 'caſegat all indicated by 


ſtrain me to view your invitation as the will 
of 'God, and the ordering of Heaven, And; 
| accordingly, with humble reliance on the 
grace of God, I do now hereby ſignify to 
the reverend Corporation, my ac 


Before we follow the Doctor to the preſi- 


Gential office, it may be Inſtructivs to ella = 


into one view, thoſe traits of his paſtorkl 
| character, which have been ſcattered through 
theſe memoirs ; and to delineate others, 
| which; In a narrative of facts, could not be 
exlitbited.' His eatly diſcourſes were philo- 
fophical and moral; and, at firſt, he was 
not ſo much atinired as a preacher, as he 


Vas, 


principles, chen, ſhall I form my judgment? 


ſecular intereſt. Ihe ſurpriſing % 
eurrence of the public voice, and, I hope, aft 
influence from above, incline and even con- 


ceptance of 
the preſidency of Yale College. 
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Was, 28 A friend, gentleman, and ſcholar,” # 


But, gradually becothing leſs 4 Newtonian, 
and more @ Chriflian, © he became a ſeri. 


dus, zealous, and powerful preacher, of the 
momentous truths of the goſpel. It has 
been ſaid, that he did not excel in prayer, 
and had little of that holy freedom, for which 
he was afterwards ſo diſtinguiſhed,” + 
Nor were his religious principles ſo well 
ſettled .in_qarly life, as he had imagined, 
Hence, after he commenced: preaching, hy 
was, for a time, perplexed with the compli 
cated ſubtilties of ſcepticiſm, Sulicitous to 
_ build his religious faith on a firm foundation, 
he ſuſpended his theological ſervices, and aps 
plied himſelf diligently and prayerfully to 
the. ftudy of the Scriptures, No ſooner were 
his perplexities removed, than he entered 
again, with enlightened zeal, into the ſervice 
of the Goſpel. . We. believe,. and. therefore 
Heal, was an apoſtolical principle 3 and he 
followed the excellent example. However 
unimportant it may appear to ſome, that » 
miniſten of religion ſhould firmly believe the 
doctrines Which he wen, and be perſor- 
"Þ: [chal ally 
| ese Dr. Trumbull L to the en | 
"oF mla. Fon: 


PRESIDENT STLES. 456 
ally impteſſed by them it eaandt be Udenidd, 
that ſuch a belief and impreſfion are gene 
ur of high impdttarics to a ſuebeſiflil mln 
try. He who'is convineed that the religion 


ofthe Goſpel is true, and who hay experi- 
mentally found it to be the power of Gol 


with a perſpleulty, und inouleate Its prexepti 
with an energy, not enſly imltated, und 
never equalled, by ene, WhO has n fue 
eonVIeHlon of the truth, and who nter 
to its ſunctifying iInflvence,” .. 
' Diſtinguiſhed 36 the Doctor wi, 6 tid 
Rerial abilities, he uff duouſfy cultivated thenk 
by reading, medititi6h, ud priyer / and rich 
was the fruit of this Roy Giligencd)s (Ad 
theologitty, EZ RA #br pvigſt war's pirfe# 
Aribe tbe lutu of the God of beauνν 
the wiſtom of Co bn bim. Preparing div 
| bilirt to do and flach the luer g dür Ovid, ths 
was' eloquent and "mighty" in 'the ' Seripranes'; 
both 1 Burning and u fin Nb. _— 
; 3 with 4 lich treaſure” of Let 
g, he made it auHAry, as the gere t 
Hh d, to the elucidation of religious op; 


(Wat HIV e $07 ah, a. 67! ole Ny o 4 


'* Reverend Dr, Hen Sewon, ak he Tnigrpant of 
Preſident Stiles. An 12807 0 CIA o1'y ett ', - 2 


his own /a/vation, will explain its dectrines, 
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eu ſpeech, dr a philoſophical diſeuſſion of 


al were ſuch as he apprehended to be moſt 


dase, ace by modern theplogial 


Which, he obſerved, „“ frequently: iſſue in 
avowed. conduſions,. more hard to digeſt, 
and more ſhocking to reaſon 3 = 


entancer-the great truths, reipetting our. 


oftentation,” 8 ———— — 


beligious ſubje@ts; he ws a plain, practical, 
pungent preacher eee the grate 
of God. * * ler * I Hin 


The ſubjects on vhieh he — 


\mportant-in their) nature, and moſt inſiſted 
on in the ſacred oraeles. 4 To mind well 
inſocmad in the; groat ſyſtem of goſpel truth, 
was added, n firm attachment to the.paculiy 
dgQriges of grace, in their ſimple ſeriptunl 


ſpecylations.'f + In the room of labour 
berieten. prove the . rationale i. of 
every: Chriſtian doctrine - diſquiſition 


ſunple poſitions of. the word“ —he “ em- 
ployed dis time in preaching faith —— re. 


diſeaſe. and cure the erke of 1 hg 


+3; 1 Folvile lo noi 
1 Dr. Dana's Vanoral Sermon: 


20 
7 Letter of the Rev: Dr. Rodgers to the Compiler. 


7 A tertti which” he wſed; in reffrence to thoſe doc- 
trines, the _ of which are not given in che betfptutes 
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out temedy in Hith=——the manner of a fi 
net'd being brought home to God in regeit» 
future rewards——the terrors and glories of 
the world to come—the Influence of the 
Spirit ; and the efficacy ef truth, uc well as 
of the Spirit, in the great change of tis 
moral charaQeer, preparatory or neden 
» glorious immortality,” * d tO 
The docttites of the Nahe 10 Uniry, bf 
the divinity and atonement of Chriſt, 4M 
the eapital principles of the great theologieaÞ 
ſyſtens" of che LoQtines of grace,” Margin 
lieved to have been the unint | 
faith! of \eight-tenths of Chriſtendom 7a 
the aſcenſion of Jeſus to this day. This 
ſyſtem ' he obſerved to his flack, 4 I hate 
received from God, in the Seriptures t 
truth and, on the review of my miniſttyʒ 
L hope you will find, that I have preached 
_ the ee riches of Chris,” t On this 
great ſyſtem of evatip pelicat truth; Wut bad 
ae 8. 1 burden of his Lage for Ty” 


reg Hh "_ Semen 1. . boden, of 196 | 
Reverend * ing. J 
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rs,” he cheerfully reſtell his own filo 
1 Wow and that of thoſe who had heard him 
He did not with to conceal his ſentimentg 


dt to be miſunderſtood in the repreſentation of 
mem; but he afferted them with frankneg, 
and edüfirmed them by arguments, the reſult 
of much ſtudy, and 5 = 
z. and perſuaſtve zeal. E 

Ea Extenſive as was his eee *. a 
courſes. never countenanced | prevailing ers 
Tors; nor ſanletioned the opinion; that tdlg- 
5005 ſentiments are 'iridifferent..——Averl 
to diff tation, and ſcholaſtic ſubtiltkes in di. 
vinity;+ © inficad” of 'difcuffing ' theological 


ares e he Cw the Wop om 


k & 4 dat 


trath. att fy 4 . f 
He Keg an abs FINER: lr the 


"Alvation of ſintiers, and for the exemplary 
Mer. of Kurs. To err both rom 

4 Reverend Me. Patten's Sermon, e by Pref 
4 Stiles death. 


+ To a new FR and . th , 
fome celebrity, he prefixed, from Plutarch: « Argutiun- 
ule un —revern ſunt fallaces conchiſuncule “ and, 
om Cicero 1 Nee nos impediat illa igndve 1 Ratio " 
_ dicitur, appellatur enim «£@" 1e, cul fg ne 
kil agamus in ws” 1 © ? ws PLS, 


. = T7 


| to: render: him wiſe $0. ſalvation. . To the 
| careleſs;and_ profane he was a ſon of thun- 


| Madden Stiles) death, 
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purpoſes, he uſed great plainneſs of ſpeech, 
in his public diſcourſes, — diſpenſed with 
thoſe..ornaments of language, which are. 
better calculated to entertain the hearer, than 


der; to the thoughtful. and ſerious, a ſon of 
conſolation. Thel one he perſuaded hy the 
terrors of the law; the other, by the grace 
af the Goſpel. He * preached with a com- 
manding eloquence and feryour; - witk 
$thas energy w ich ariſes from the ſenſations 
of; the, heart; more attentive to ſentiment, 
than to, the bęauties of compoſition,” . 


Hence his ſermons were inſtructive and 


pathetic While to the learned they” were 
accepta Ie and improving; to the ign 
they were intelligible, and practically uſeful. 


Such was the attention of the lower claſſes 


of community to his diſcourſes, and 1 ſuch the 


ſucceſs of his lahours among them, that he 
| judged his talents. better adapted to promote 


their improvement, than that of the wiſe 
and een. . Kelghued. therefore, in 
e Ls preaching 


Reverend Dr. Trumbull's Sermon, occaſioned by 


+ Valedidory Kites 


| 
| 
1 


tions; to polite and opulent <towns.' This 


FProgreſbꝭ in virtue and piety Foſſeſſing the 
imo converſation with faci 
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_ preaching the Goſpel ta the- por. It wag 
_ accordingly: obſervable, chat, during his 
preſidency, he abways preferred obiſcure vil- 


preference, white it proves che — 
his zeal for the promotion of- Chriſtianity; 
furniſhes evidence of his-humilitys © Anfieat 
f human / applauſe, he appears to have 
4 1 et 


on coniſtience. 


orie wer did er Pets . 
paſtoral charge, he was always acceſſible. 


Having no greater joy, than to witnefs their 
-converſation ; he was never hap- 


pier chan vrhile employed in aiding * "thei 


happy talent of introducing religious fubje@s 
Hey, he was adm 
bl formed to teach! his. congregation, in 
the apoſtolical manner, οm boch 50 booſt 
Nor did he neglect the improvement of this 
valuable talent. He frequently viſited the 
people at their own houſes, and adapted hls 
counſels to their various characters and con« 
ons, The employment, in Which he 
ound. them dc mY furniſhed 
kim 
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him 2 ſubject; either of enquiry or vemarkig 
from whioly he ſoon paſſed to ſome religious 
ſubjeQ, by an eaſy and natural tranſitionq 
They who would have ohſerved a praſound 
flexice tarothere, on religion, became com- 
communicative temper, and the: eaſe with 
which he adapted hiraſelf to perſons in dif- 
ferent ſituatians, and of variqus :charafters 
mility and benevolence, qualified him very 
much to promote tha intereſt of religioſ in 
hie videos to inſtruct che. ignorant, conſdle 
the-afllicted,, reaſon; with the erroneous, and 
reeal the wanderer, to engage the attentiom 
of the young, and, in general, to communis 
cate light and peace“ d What he judgedy 
and inewloated;> as an important branch of 


mialſteniel ſervice, he himſelf was careful xo 


pra dice. While his prudence directed him 
not to & draw religion into diſcourſe! on im- 
proper ocoaſione ; yet, having hie Lord's 
work near hie heart, and carrying it-always 
about with bim in hie breaſt, he watched 
„ took opportunities to ſuggeſt 
. dene and ſervants, mmm 

L een 1 WITT: beneffelal; 


* Me. Patton's Funeral Sermon. 
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beneficial {Ys to remind them of God 3- the 


ſolemnities of eternity; the love of. Jeſus ; 


the purity of the Chriſtian morals ;. the 
pleaſures of true religion; and the great 
things which reſpect ſalvation. Like our 
Led he was often borrow¾ing pious inſtruo. 
tion from the trees and flowers, from the 
harveſt, from the wind, from the ſea, from 


navigation, manufactures, trade, and com- 
merce; and, in a moſt beautiful and happy 


preach, the Goſpel of the kingdom. ! 
To the children and youth of his flock, he 
was affectionately and aſſiduouſly attentive. 
He gathered be /ambs with his arm, and 
earried tbem in his boſom. | In addition to 


private counſels, he catechiſed the children 


in public, with frequency; cautioned them 
againſt their peculiar temptations and dan- 
gers; and affectionately addreſſed them on 
the duty of early piety. At ſtated: ſeaſons; 
he preached ſuitable difcourſes, in private, ta 
the young people, whom he invited to aſſem- 


ble, eomimonly at his own houſe, to receive 


kis inſtructions. Beſides a monthly evening 
lecture, addreſſed to his chureh; he delivered 


al a private 


' ® Sermoti at the Orditation of Mr. Chinning 
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2 private monthly. diſeourſe to married — 
ple, who were not eommunitants.. No part 


Il affectionate fidelity 
procured him the meritod return of the ten- 
dereſt eſteem. . No miniſter could be more 


beloved and honoured than he was by the 


people. of his · paſtoral charge. vn erlr A 
In the regular diſcipline of the church, he 
united teal with diſcretion... The neceſſity 
of public eenſures he endeavoured,.as\much 
as poſhblez to prevent, by ſtudying: to heal 
diviſions and reclaim offenders; and, by ev- 
ery gentle metliod, to recovet any, who were 
overtakem in a füult, into the boſom of the 
church 5 Moſt matters he obſerved; 
may be ſettled. in a private way, without 
hazarding brotherly love If, however an 
official act: of cenſure became neceflary; he 
infli ted it with a tenderneſs and authority, 
happily calculated to Nane the religious 
purpoſes of diſcipline.” - Ii dr oy 
In the offices of devoriany cſpecinly on 
extraordinary occaſions, he was ſing 
pertinent, copious, and fervent. © He was 


man of eminence in ung this dũty 
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of his flock therefore, was megledted in his 


— — 2: 5 — * . — 
— — — — —— — — 
— — SR = - a ** 3 


— c't 


— * - F- - ** a 
7K —ü—' U — 2 — x 2 
rr 


9 I mae > 


_ 
"1 
N 
1 
* 
750 
* 
* 
4 
1 
1 * 
12H 
1 | 
# 
18 
44 
wars” 
3; 
dl 
Te 
1 
1 
4 4 
1. 
04 * 20 
* 
19% 
37; * 
U 
ö I 
8 
. 
119 
1 
1 7 
1 
1 
117 
* 
TR 
1 
* 
i481 
vn 
15 7 
& 
N 7 
De 
li a 
l i 
4 
31 
i . q 
1 5 
1 
4 
" 
* 
* 
be 
LY 
1 
3 
5 
53 


— 
MAS —— 


a — 


— 
— 


of adoption was poured upon him. W . gub. 


at THR LITE or 


he eſten appeared to have his heart fingube 


ly wartned, and ratſed to u noble degree of 
eutneſtneſb and devotion, as though the ſhirt 


Umely enreptured, the plous attendant ſeem. 
ed borne bn hie wings to the celeſtial pary 
die. | Mabitually he was: always 
prepared to ald the devotion of others. 
Im adminiſtering the ſpecial ordinanees of the 
— he was peculiarly ſolemn and pathes 
u From uche character and laboeure, faith 
oy worthy ſucceſſor in the church at New 
port, hle memory wlll doubtleſs be extes 
in the world) and it wlll 


fively preſerved 
long live in this place. Scarcely' a family, 
nor an Individual here, but has teaſon, from 


Not'a tree, nor a brobk, nor a ſcerie'around 
us, but has engaged his obſervation,” 1 May 
the "example of this faithful miniſter ſerve us 


u luminary, which; while it throws à duſtte 


on the ſacred office, ſnall direct our courſe 
through the difficultics and . of the 
n * Non 114 On FIT 


nr. Trambult Ry n len 
+. Letter of the Reverend Me an. of Laban 
the Compiler. - 


t Mr. Patten's German... 
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ſome office of good will, to remember him 
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„Oa the th of June, in ſettling all- g abi 
fairs for removal to NN. Maven, he liberatad 
his negro; man; ſerv ant, Nevrpoxt. He had 
afſiduoully inſtructed him in the Chriſtian 
ptinelples ant 1 believed him. to have exe 
enced a ſaving change of heart.” He ney- 
er aſked-for hid freedom, It Was only the 
maſter's coaviQion-of: the injuſtice and, bars 


| batity. al the Afrloan ſlave nada, / In which 


ant had been imported, In 15 7, that 
determined hle conduct, HI br 
that 4 he was the heſt of ſervants, ande 
fat among many, of — a 

Guts 


lleven,. that the: knowledge; of } 

rendery4Jervants: leſs faithful. Nothing 

more demonſtrable, chan hat the moral — 
religious-precepts.of the Goſpel, duly.zegardy 
el have the moſt. auſpicious influence on eve 
ery r claſs af human beings, and furniſh, pew, 
ſprings . to-fidglity; in, all, the relations of life, 
his excellent ſervant gaye, abundant, 


his maſter. Such was his attachment to, 
and the. family, that, a few years after their, 
removal from Portſmouth; he followed 1 0 
to l a8 4 Adel er 
_ Hu 
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stk he took the immecllate charge of the 


(zoe THE Lr o 
tored again ine khelr ſorvles, He w hl ghly 
me Doctor eftimated His plety, appeate — 
the following aneedote : Av e Wat return. 
Ing from the chapel, on a Lord's Day, after 
tho communion, not long before le death, 
ſeeing this domeſtio walking home fron the 
fame ſacred ſervice, '® There, ſaid he, 1s 
Newport] if he dies as he has Bived, * 
rath 'die N ; than'Aurengzebe;"' 
He now fat out with his family for New 
Hives, 'Arrivirig on the a0th f June, he 
entered on tlie office of the preſideney. His 
firſt offfcial act was the performanos of pul 
nec evenifig prayers in che chapel ; when the 
Reverend Warham Williams, one of the el 
| lows, in the name of the Corporation; "cots 
Ait the college to his care, giving him 
power to act with the authority of u Preſt 
dent, and ordering the ſcholars to receive 
and ſubmit to him accordingly. In addition 
to the general duties of the office, on the 


Senior claſs. On Saturday evening, he V6 
gan, in the chapel, an expoſition of the ge- 
voy  Confeſfion of Falth, which exerciſe he 
regillarty inalntalned on Free venlngh 


n hls rn Wi ary 
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_ . 1.4; (prelal ocealien, wes ſoon. preſented: for 
the prompt..exerelſe of his, dds le talents, 
About a week after ha, undertook; the tultlon 
of the Benlors, he gave an entemporary lege 

turd on the thrae- great principles of gravity, 
A thunder ſtorm happening, during the le- 
ture, he ſuſpended that exerciſe, and explained 

the.eledtrigsl philaſophy of thunder and licht- 


cuſſion, of the original ſubjeQ*; ag vey 
The day now approached, in which he was 
td be formally induced into the office of the 
praſidency. He conſidered it an important 
day, in which he was to take the charge 
of nallege primarily deſigned as à ſthodl af 
the praphete, to train up, paſtors for tha 


weicht of . Ms bane wet <1 


aul 915 We {SANDY bet noo ered t 60 


„ OY mT bk lade tn 776 9 onal 
delng collected In the chapel, und the Prefident ſeated it 
the cliklr of the Profeſſor of Philoſophy } a Volent thþghdpts 
ſorm. came. up very ſuddenly, and threw them into ſome 
mſternatlon. They fat tl the fo 
e Prifldent lald ulſde la propoſed lecurel und grave 


ertemporanecus one bn — 1 hehe philofs 


lng 1 the prineſpſes 01 any q- Dr. Frankia 
pointed Maile rods for the defence of 1 and ſhips, 


ning, and then xeſumed and finiſhed the dif; 
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churches.” Deeply impreſſed; with, thg 


feyerity of t abated, My 


of thy vapour | wp ova, and its deſtent 
1 | * mh 14 e and lightning, accords 


— 
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to ſecure the divine preſenes and bleſſing, his 
language is: 1 deſire to be looking to the 
grünt Hend of tlie church, te whom ] have, 
long ago, dedieated myſelf,” and to whom! 
defire afreſſi to devote all my talents, imploy 
ing his bleſſing on the great tranſactien of 
the morrow ] that I may aſſumo the pruſiden- 
ey in the fear of God, and with a printary and 
ultimate view to his glory, and to the inter. 
eſt of the bleſſed Redeemer; as well as to the 
eauſe ef literature. 1 would alſo undertabe 
ie in the Rrength of feſus q und pray that i 
may have been of hie holy direction, and 
With his divide apptobation' and bleffing, | 
Have a difeult werk to accomplith; | unllat 

in many reſpects, to the ſacerdotal office j of 
| whtally de become accountable for the for 
mutlen ef ſome who may ge Into the mini 
try, and whe may adopt thelr rellgleus pris 
elples from me If they ſhould be errenecun 
how ſhall I anſwer lt, at the laſt great day! 
Bleſſed be God, I hope 1 am fo well aſſured 
of the great prinelples of my falth, efpeclilly 
of the capital doctrines of the divinity and 
atonement of Chriſt, and, In general, the doo- 
trlnes of grade, chat I can propagate them 
1 an eee confidence ef a 


PRESIDENT STILES. 


them true, ten thouſand ages hence, even to 
ed in this arduous undertaking. To me it 18 
weighty as: n good 1 5 
with me, and bleſ m 

On the gth of July, wal the 7 * . a 
large affembly, conſiſting of the Corporation; 
the profeſſors, and tutors; the ſtudents, min- 
iſters and other reſpectable gentlemen, he 
was inducted into office; in the ' allege 
chapel; and received the records, key, and 
— from the ſenior und preſiding Fellow 
After a prayer, by Profeſſor Daggett,” the 
prefiding Fellow, In a Latin Gratiot," "Gita 
mitted'the College to the eare, lifiruAMiony. 
and government of Dr. elles f deelaring 
him PuisibzNT, and Profeſſor of Perleſte 
aftical Hiſto oryi ! To theſe exerelſes ſueeeeded 
the Preſident's reply, conſiſting ef 
In Latin, to the Corporation, and to the vas 
flows elaſſes' of the (aſſembly ; a congratul 
tory 'oration, In Latin, by one of the Benlt 
Bachelors j and an 'oration, In Latin by the 
Preſident, on the encyclopedia of literature! 
This Inaugural Oratlen was printed and le 
furniſhes « ſummary and pleaſing proof of 
the'extenſive ſchelarchlp of Its author, The 
me Profeſſors 


| 8 ever ſtood too much in the Way 
chat uſefulneſs to mankind, for which Her, 


91. THE LLAE ON 
Gors:and Tutor waited on him with 


. <ongratulatory. addudſs; exppeſſive of the re | 


Deren alte Nan wich which the Univerlty 


was ponent by his induQipa: _ the preſ | 


deney. Mr. Marchant Tops. after wrote 
| bim, from Congreſs ; The unuverla 
tisfatic on, which I preſume you muſt hay 
perceived: i in all, who are intereſted. in the 
proſperity of that ſeminary. of learning, on 


the day of your javeſſityre; mill, I hope, gin 


» wr af reſolution and encouragement, 
hich ſhall ſufficiently deſtroy that diffidence 
your, own powers — abilities, v 


en and nature deſigned you,” . cones TY 


15 Devoted as his talents now wege « toth 


ſetinary, thus ſolemnly committed to his 


cate, he applied himſelf with diligence ya 


zent to the promotion, of lis intereſts, In 
ty, he began to inſtruct the ſtudente in 
Hebre N, and in the Oriental languages 


wough this ſervice, was nat officially. required | 


& him. On the 6th, of Auguſt, he read 


public lecture, in the. chapel, on Eccleſiaſtical 


| ind Ve ee ſeries of ww. oh 
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vithivery idle je intron, ull his den“ 
The calattilties of the wir” with Greats 
Britain prevented the publie celebration of 
the eommencement. In November, the 
Frefident delivered an evening lecture, 25 
Prayers, in the chapel, en the eyclopedla of 
literature 5 which, at proper L nf ho 
maintained e big Nen $- 


<4" » — abby to” „ FR 
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" „ diy 1 am. fifty-one years 04 
pared, Free. of the wonderful | 
of God, to admire his patience, long-fuffers 
1 auckg grace towards me z and tobe afton- 
00 with the courſe of e events, which ve 
e with. TefpeQ| to me,” 15 Ga 
hk ves life, 46 particu arly the 
A, rn norning of this d day 1 de 
1 to the dere of the divine care and 
benignity, renewedly to dedicate my fpared, 
fire do his ſervice, and myſelf fupremely and 
eternally to be his. I have lon ago given 
away | Whole foul to Jeſus ; 1 5 N of 
the bleeding " Immanuel are are upon me ; and 
Omaiſclence ls wilne "That T do not N 


amy 


# $ 
144 


infinitely more rengther 


as TRI LITE Or 


wy yows 21 with them] if poſſible, to by 
ed I | could not 
beur the thought of. being diſronnected again 
om my deareſt Rederm r 
* God hath' carried me through great and 
welghty concerns und trlale the year paſt 
I hope I have been under his guldunve and 


direQtivn, which 1 have dully and mot 


earneſtly Implored. In accepting" the pref 
deney, I am uneertaln Whether I have done 


richt 1 but pray God to bleſt me. I in 
ſure I'am' entering” into more laborious ſer * 


views, ' I bleſs God: he gave me 'comfortabl 
frult of my poor labours at Portſmouth 
God ww pleaſed, In the Spring, to carry me, 


and all my family, ſucceſsfully through ino- 


ulation, for che ſmall-pox/; a merey which 


Will ever demand a grateful remembrance, 

an/; indelible | gratitude.——Such | was the 
Uberality of my Port mouth A 
| that they more haf paid all: my debt. 
Having now received the eate of the 
college, may the God of wiſdom and grate” 


give me his aid and bleſſing 1In;'this new 


employment of forming and educating youth | 
for public-ſervige.in. the churches, and in the 


ate, I 0000p to. RS he reliance: on 


— _— 
"4s «3 Uh 


the 
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the great Head of the church. May it 
pleaſe God that I may ſpend the momentary, 
remnant of my days on earth, to his glory : 
and fo that myriads of ages hence, I might! 
find, and recollect with pleaſure, that, in.this 
infancy, of my being, 1 had been directed 
by the preparations and openings of Provis; 
dence Into, and to the divine acceptanca, 
carried through, jult that ſeene of exiltence. 
for which 1 was beſt qualified, and might, 
balk ſybſerve the end of my belng, the good 
of mankind; and the advancement. of tha 
Redeemer's kingdom, 80 many are tha 
dltheultles and dangers, that it la only with | 
God to make my ſutuatlon comfortable and 
uſeful, or to permit me to be involved in 
uncomfortableneſs and diſappointment, cute 

It has pleaſed God, to bleſs my family 
with health 3 arid I had all my ſeven chil- 
dren at home with me at the Thankſgiving. 
O that ſore good thing, like that in young 
Joliak; may be found in each of my cj 
towards the God of their fathers! * 

As to the public affairs: In the 0 
ant and momentous conflict for public liber- 
ty, our bow has abolle in Arengtb, the year 


paſt, Ly the * ftrength of the Bando of the mighty” 
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18 evidently : aftoniſhed, and at x panſe.” May 
God afford u us deliverance. 1205 defire hum. 
bly, to dedicate myſelf afreſh” to Göd, and 
commit: to his care, myletf hy chilitten, my 
college, the churches, my theedlilg country,” 
Never leave rhe, | bleſſed Feſtus, till I frall hate 
finiſhed the” Journey through” this wilker 
i neſs, and arrived to the celeſtial Carttar, ind 
; ip fo FH 0044+, ES 8 8 „ 
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0 able Frofeſſor Winthrop died at Cambridge. 


RR. aan 1 ance: Pry eggs Stiles 
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| nth. be was e © in an e to 


e nE fror 


6⁰⁴ of Fach. "We are nat ſabdued. * France 


has acknowledged our Thilependendy.” "The 
battles of Monmouth court-hoiulſe, and on 
Rhode-If and, were vickorious & us. Britain 


Wt) P. * WR 1.9 D 
Faye) a ö nen ans 


ON the — of May, the learned and bet 


l Viggleforth % mon on the de- 
OT _cafion 


£aſion ot bis death.” While he highly re- 
Pected. is liter y Cheracber, he, cheriſhed a 
peculiar eſteem ta bir 48 A en fend. to 
Aar 4 ‚— N. 51 

his Chriſtian philoſopher, dhe as pro 
celling his-deaobſorred ; © I view, religion 
45. matter of very great importance. ' The 
.wiſe men of antiquity {et themſelwes co work, 


eat every ching which had the ſhad- 

lity,., They gave 8 degree of 
; lity to the, arguments, They were 
beaſible of the need they ſtood in, of ſuch a 
doctrine. In oppoſition to the wiſe men of 
iquity, the miſc men of modern times 
have employed their abilities in undermin- 
ing every argument in favour of immortal- 
iy, and 1 0 ah rt the, Te hope that 
191 1 er een 


Tho NS" FR OP 1155 F. bis 
and Hollis Praſeſſor H [Mathematics and Natural:PhiloC- 
* opliy in, Harvard Callege, was born in Boſton, Pecetaber 
119917144 and educazed at this college, where he gradu- 
hed in 1732. In 1738, he Was Taka into the Prbref. 
-farſhip, the duties of which he fulfilted, with grent-ability 
Ws 2 fill his death. Mas way rt Sys 
| Prefident. Stiles, % noble literary during the 
, forty years of his \brofeſforſhip 11. U aft is the firſt 
magnitude, He as nb omy eweellenr je dis un pra- 
1 but he was @ univerſal ſcholar,” 
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prove the reality, of a future fate, They 


— — D — — 
I . — — — 
x. 0 


— — — 


— — ů — 
— 


— ä ͤ—1ʒůuM 
_ — — 
— — 0 
. - - - 


—— X —— — STE 
— 2 


ity is — 5 rr 


fs — LIFE Or 


enn ſuſtain us. But the MERGER on'this 
matter by the glorious Goſpel, with me, 
amaints to à demonſtration. The hope that 


is ſet before us in the New Teſtament, is the 


only thing which will ſupport a man in his 
dying hour. If any man build on any other 
foundation, in wm enen nn 
tion will fail“ eee e t 
0 every Chriſtian betever is muſt give 


L pleaſure, to find ſuch names as Grotins 
Paſchal, Bacon, Locke, "Boyle, Newton, 
Winthrop, Bowdoin, Jones; and many oth. 


ets of the firſt eminence; trading the laity, 
advotates "for Chriſtianity, Examples df 
men, of fuch' ſuperior intellectual powers, be 
leving and profeſſing the religioti''of Chu, 
after a deliberate” and thoretgh examination 


of its evidences, and Without the influence 


of ſecular motives, ought to render infidel 
more modeſt than they uſually are, in their 
aſſaults on Revelation. The number of ſuch 


examples is ſufficlent to demonſtrate the fal- 


ſity of twro poſitions, which the champions 
of infidelity would fondly ſupport: one, 


That the men of the greateſt underſtanding 


are on their ſide j the other, That Chriſtian- 
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7 new ſcene of confuſion and Aiſtreſs 
was now to ſucceed thatʒ through whichithe 
preſident and his family had paſſed at News. 
port. Early in the morning of the 5th of 
July,” à Britiſfu fleet, of about forty ſail, an- 
chored off Weſt- Haven. Alarm guns were 
fired. Although the deſtination of the ene- 
my was unknown, there was ſerious cauſe 
to apprehend that its object was, the plun- 
der, or conflagration, of New-Haven. It w-²˖ZGa 
a. favourable circumſtance to the inhabit- 
ants; and to the intereſts of ſcience, tha 
there was ſufficient time for the removal gf 
defenceleſs families, and of articles of pecu- 
liar! value. The Preſident. ſent his family 
out of town, and, together with them, the 
college records and papers, and his own 
manuſcripts. At ſun ; riſe, a detachment of 
a thouſand troops, under the command of 
Brigadier-General Garth, landed at Welt. 
Hayen. Nee et r V 
There being, at this ame, no ſoldiers . 
tioned. at New-Haven, the defence of the 
town depended, ſolely, under Providence, on 
the valour of its citizens. On ſo ſudden an 
alarm, it was impoſſible to raiſe a ſuſſicient 
number of . to. make effectual reſiſt- 


ance 


Habitants to fecure their perſons and effects. 
Froceeding along in force, the enemy entered 


hich few houſes only were protected. 


abe THE. LITE QF: 


Aue 60 ſo formidabla an army. It was, * 
ever; ifs the power of ſuch little bands of 
milicia and of volunteers, as were raiſed on 
che ſpat, to, haraſs and annoy the troops 
James Hillhouſe, with a ſmall hand of brave 
young men, forme of what were. ſtudents 
ut college, advanced very near to the troops, 
awhile on parade, near Weſt-Haven church; 

and, as they cammeneed their march, fired 
on the adyanced: guards, and drove them 
Sok.to the main body. In this manger, the 
patriotic-citizens checked the progreſs of. the 


the ton about one in the aſternoon. From 


this time till eight in the evening; the town 


was given up to ravage and -plunder, from 


=> While theſe tranſactions were taking place 
"bh the weſt ſide of the harbour, General 


*Prybn, W had the chief command of this 
expedition, landed about a thouſand:troops at 


Kaſt- Haven. This diviſion, after being ſe- 
Verely harafſed, effected a junction wich the 
—— . . the * 


8 1 105 | | x u 


And, ſoon after the evacuation, the Preſident 


the faithful page of the hiſtorian, nor the 


uni 2 3 
116 91g: | CSIR Alen 
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PRESIDENT: STILES. a6g 
no dwelling-houſes, they injured mau. To 


whatever cauſe it may be aſcribed, — 
no ithury to the Preſident's houſe, | 
the college edifices j' and ſcarcely ee 


churches, and other public buildings. They 
evacuated New-Haven the next morning; 


returned. The fleet left the harbour at night 


and, the next morning, July 7, anchored off 


Fairfield, The wanton conflagratien of this 
beautiful town is well knewn; neither will 


. ] . TS * 


deſehpeive- ou! of the Pee ſuſfer it to he 
fo 


— Amdeg the ie Wm bun Neve 
Haven, was a large cheſt of Preſident Clap's: 


ble; this ſcientific treaſure, Preſident Stiles, a 


few days after, addrefled a polite: letter to 
General 'Tryori, requeſting: this box of man- 
uſeripts, which, he affures him; can have 


us reſpect to the preſene times, as Prefidgnt 
Clap died in 1767 A war againt 8 


* ” 


has deen reprobated -for ages, by che Miſeſt 
and moſt powerful generals. Ther ieren 
ble loſſes ned * aſtruction of che 


* ee Colonel Humphreys” Elegy on Po Burning of 


Fairfield! and Dr. Dwight's © Greenfield Hill.” 
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_ Unpttheſe monuments from the raxages and 


ours of war.“ „ ien 
The General anne, very obliging in- 


| New-York, they ſhotild moſt certainly hae 
been reſtored, as. he. deſired. ; but, after dil. 


. omit the gratification of your : wiſh, 8 


e CAME: INE OF 4 


 Alfxandiian Library and Frog 
\iſtants bf literature, have-prompted che vice 
tariaus:commandersgof modern ages, to ex- 


daſolations eee ak higheſt * 


PF wa Xa R8_=X=X- 


wer, 4. Diſpoſed by prinelple, us well uw 
inclination, to prevent the violence of wat 
from injuring the rights af the Republic of 
Learning, he very much approved, of the 
Preſident's ſolicltude for the preſervation of 
the manuſcripts, Had they been found u 


gent enquiry, he could learn nothing con- 
ceming tliem. He would. “ indulge a hope, 
that better care has been taken of this collec- 
tion, than was apprehended at the date of 
the \Preſident” 8 letter. + Ws © This, however,” 

adds the General, « will not abate my atten· 
tion and enquiry; nor ſhall 1, if L. Me 66h, 


* 1 afterward. appeared, that. the, * 
threw many of theſe mauer rer erben 


„ % mw wy wy A, = wy _ 


into: Long-Ifland. Sound. Same of them. 
FSB Sd, by. voanmen, over TY 
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PRESIDENT STILES, 3 
Fairfield harbour. Others were found by 
the Preſider, at Eaft-Haven, three weeks 
— the evacuation, But he epreſſus u 
regret, that moſt of Preſident Clap's many» 
ſoripts are * now lamentably and MN ht 
bly loſt.“ I 
The national calamitics again ena 
the public celebration of the commencements 
In the ſucceeding vacation, the Prefident 
took a journey to Rhode-Iſland 1 and viſit« 
ed His Newport congregation, in its difper« 
„ee we 7 Rc, and at vas 
rlow other places, 10. 


* 


—_ =” 


4. D. MDCOLXXX.—frar, LIII. 
IN the fpring vacation, he viſited News 
port, which was now evactiated by the ene- 
my. Being there on the memoruble dark = 

day, May 19, he attentively obſerved that 
Phenomenon; and his account ef it was pub 
liſhed in the next day's garette. A ſcientific 
knowledge of the general las of nature, anf 
an extenfive acquaintance with hiftory, ena- 
bled him to view, with philoſophic and re- 
ligious calanefs, what truck ly athers 

Kü with 
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with. conſternation, - Having related the 
eommencement, progreſs, and all the elreum- 


ſtances, of this darkneſs, he adde: ( Such 
appearances have been bbſerved in other part 
bf the world, as on the coaſt of Africa, and 
in Europe, and particularly in London, A. D. 
1679. But ſuch a phenomenon has, per- 


ſettlement of this country... | 
„This darkneſs may, undoubtedly, be u a0 
counted for, by the laws of nature, without 
having recourſe. to any thing miraculous, c 
ominous. It could not, however, be aſerib 


ed to a ſolar eclipſe; becauſe the moon Was 


then nearly in oppoſition, as a lunar eelipſe 


fell the preceding day. It may be conſider- 
ed-as a very extenſive ſheet of very denſe 


cloud, ſtationary, and ſuſpended in the atmol- 


-Phere over this and the adjacent Places, there 


being no current of air ſufficient to carry ijt 


forward · This, penetrated by the, meridian 
ſolar rays, produced the yellow  duſkiſhnels 
which overſhadowed us, transfuſing a yew 


Fre dae R grün 


Laing 
„Gee a det letount of this darknefh, by Profeſſor 


Williams in the "th. Vol. of Memoirs-ufithe American 


Academy of Arts and Sciencys...! 


haps, never happened here, ſince the Engli 


x 
t 
t 
E 
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„Having viewed this phenomenon as a 
philoſopher, he improves It as a Chriſtlan. 
« There Is nothing terrible in it, more than 
in the corruſcations of the Aurora Borealls, 
However, the unuſual as well as common 
appearances, in the natural world, ought ta 
lead our thoughts up to the AUTR OR of na- 
tyre, and to the energies of his irreſiſtible 
power; that we may be filled with a rever= 
ential awe of the divine Majefty,” ye "7k 
TWO days after, on the Lord's Day, he 
preached, in the ruins of his church, to his 
Newport congregation, two thirds of which; 
he Judged, had now returned. This tems 
ple, a decent edifice, when abandoned by 
the Society, experienced, like many others, 4 
up a chimney in the middle of it, and demol 
iſhed all the pews and ſeats below, and in 
the galleries, but had left the pulpit ſtanding, 
« My little zealous flock,” ſays the Preſident, 
took down the chimney, and cleanſed the 
meeting-houſe, and then procured ſore 
benches, made for the king's troops? enter; 
tainment, and left behind: fo that we attend. 
ed Uivine ſervice very conveniently, though 
with a pleaſure intermixed with tendep 
krief. T. ee 


* Fa 


6688 TRR LIFE OV 
The next day the Church and Soclety 
held a Paxiſh meeting. Unwilling to relin, 
quiſh their miniſter, and to have his paſtoral 
relation diffolved ;' they would gladly con. 
ſent to his abſence, © during the war, but 
would conſider him yet, as their paſtor. It 
ig obſervable, that, in their votes, paſſed at 
| this me, they mention him as their © preſent 
paſtor ;' although, from the preſent ſitus. 
tion of the toven, and his appointment to the 
preſidency of Yale College, they could not 
expect hie return, the enſuing furmmer,” 
 Agreeably to theſe views, they 3 
temporary ſupply only, for the pulpit.” 80 
N were they of one, long endeared to 
them by paſtoral fidelity, and by «'thouſetd 
offices of benevolence and of friendſhip 
heir partial attachment, however, 
was not indulged at the expence of eundout. 
Dr. Stiles fiaving repreſented to them the 
| reaſons of his acceptance of the preſidency, 


they obſerve, that, * having taken the ſame 


into conſideration, they do approve ef 1 
conduct therein,” 
It iy to the honour of any community, to 
cCeonſider, calmly and Impartially, ſueh prov- 
Ear wh to ſuperlor uſefulneſs 4 and, elther 


— 7 


ſuch a deſieiency of candowr and g 


charge, and in miniſtering to them counſel, 
encouragement, and comfort. Hawiag 


judged, had been deſtroyed in Newport. 
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partially, ar totally, to:relign-its claims, au The 


caſe: vequitea. The conduct of too mu 
Societies, on :accaſions ſimilar to this, artyupe 


as, however ſanctioned by tho ſelfiſn paſſions, 


muſt; he acknowledged repugnant; to the h. 


nevolent and I an of Chriſ. 


tianity. 9011 28 1 (15 203; ee 


The pious: paſta: eee this  OPPortuÞ | 
nity, in viding the beloved people of hit 


Preached to them again, on the enſuing gab- 
bath, and adminiſtered the Lord's Supper, 


| he bade mem « a melancholy farewell. 


About, three hundred dwelling-houſes, he 


„The town, he' obſerved, is in ruins. 
But, with Nehemiah, I could prefer the very 


duſt of Zion to the gardens of Perſia, and 
the broken walls of J w to the _—_ 
of Shu 


The eee in September, was 0 
un celebrated, on account of the wats 
In the! autumnal vacation, the Preſident 
again — Car ld where he . an 
I- c 
While 2 


— ——2— 


ſelect number of 
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While at Newport, he was introduced to 
Count de Rochambeau, commander in chic 
of the allied army, to Marquis de Chaſtellux, 


ts the principal French officers, and to the 


miniſter of France; Chevalier de la Luzerne. 
Mie generals treated him with that polite. 


neſs, for which their nation bas been charac. 
terized, Each invited him to a 3 


dinner, and was emulous of ſhewing 


reſpect. This favourable opportun . of 


adding to the ſtock of His military, polittei 
and ſeientifie information, was not meglected 
The Corporation of Dartmouth College, it 


che eomrhencetnent in September, conte 


on Him the degree of Doctor in Divinity. * 
© Profeſſor Daggett, after a very "ſhort i 


| nes, dled on ho. 2 5th of November. * "The 


bliſineſs of the Profeirthis of Divinity n non 
devolved on the Preſident; and, beſide his 
Eceleſiaſtical Lecture, he Se gave one 
or two difiertatfons on ſome philoſophical or 


| aftronomical ſubject ; and a private lecture 


on theology, every Saturday afternoon, toa 
graduates and ſtudents, 
In addition to theſe labours, Profeſſor Strong 
_ abſent from college, and: there being fl 
| ternporary 
11 „ See Hin. Yale College, in Appendix. * 


0 * 


* * 
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Y 4 


temporary vacancy in the tutorſllip, beſide 


ö 
; 
. 


attended a daily recitation of the Junier 
| claſs in philoſophy... In effect, therefore, 
he filled the offices of, three _profelſorſhigs, 
— of the e preligency, #. the e time. 


bin ru-ba n [RAFLEGTION>, n 


of the college chapel devolving upon meg 
bave no leiſure for the reflections proper at 
this time. The God of my life has carried 
me chrougk another year, fo filled with. la» 
bourd and cares, as that L ohave not time 
enough for devotion, and the calm exerciſes 
of religion. and piety.—-I have ſeen great 
goodneſa in providence, My children are 
all alive, though in the moſt dangerous per 


dious and orderly, and alſo. religious. 


* A 4 14 14 81 4 : 
— ——_— BIS 14 uf 
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PREPRRATORY to the election of a 
Profeſſor of Divinity, he obſerved a day of 
private 


his daily inſtruction of the Seniors, he yam 


1h 
* ; 
L me n 2 wy Ma LM et 


. & IT being Lord's day, and, by the death. 
of the late Profeſſor of Divinity, the: ſervice 


riod of life. The College has been ſtu- 


[ Goran myſelf 0 the care of dere 5 


1. 
| 
0 3 
0 
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'  Qbutilullor of the American Philefoph 
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dee filling"and prayer, to fed the oi 
Vine guidance for hidiſclf, and for the oth- 
"Hi fdlicitude for the ſucceſs of his relig. 

dens inftruftions 3s frequently viſible, In his 
private writings. Having tiven three tha 
ological diſcourſes; as uſual, on Saturday; 
be cloſes the day With this petition: * The 
don Lord adbompatiyy With a, bilefſitg, wy 
_ endeavoiits to impregunte the trilnds of my 
Pups with doftricel- and experiments 
&nowledge, In divine and heavenly thing." | 
On the ch of Jahvidry, be was eledtedy 
wal 


Bodlety ; and, on the 34, a Fellbw of thi 
American Academy of Arts and Gdenee, 
_ Tndlvidunls, of forme Influence. In the 
Hats, ' made tereſt; about this tlme, wit 
_ the eee, to withdraw the leg\aily: | 
encouragement to a ſeminary, to b founded 
_ under the auſpices of the legiſlature, und to 
be ſupported by its munificence, Although 
- the. Preſident conducted the affuirs of the 
univetſity unexceptionably, and bad | the 
ungyerſal reſpect and affeQion, of the ftv 
dents, the entire approbation of the mm" 


28 ; 


— 
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and the. applauſe of the literati throughout 
the.Stgte ! yet. it was impoſſible to foreſee 
how: the ſchemes, now in — 
would terminate. His reflections, at his 
criſis, are too illuſtrative of his character to 
be ſuppreſſed, They develope the leaditg 
principles, which Nabe his conduct 
through life; and, which, enabled bim, 
amidſt the confllet of jatring intereſts and 
aflions, to Preſerve at ones à yood con 
ce, and the general eſteem of manklfde 
en, hath been the ordering of a Hel 
Providence, that I have been ales to m 
ye trlale from thoſe nearly connected (With 
olle, almoſt trough life, 1 have 
. obliged to conduct with ſingular eau 
tion and prudenee. When a young eandl⸗ 
date for the minlſtry, there were thoſe who 
alpetfod ma with ſuſplelons ef hereſy; I 
treated them with reſpect and benevolence 
When 1 ſntled in the miniſtry at Newport 
Mri — the Congregational miniſter of the 
other church, was fuſplelous and epld to- 
ward me. 1 difarmed him by ſilenoe and 
| benevolence. When his miniſtry was en 
ed I hoped for a ſucceſſor, in whom 1 
nigh Happy a8 as 75 e brother : tar 
was * 


n TRE LTFQ9/'08) 


| Was of proſper bf dle in en, lngonions 
man, Mt Azuma, But the cure 


is very different from mine, while we 
agreed well ln the general (yſtem ef ofthe. 
. dhe providence bf 'God had 
eek us Inte a 66nnewlen, I determined 
to ſearn and get all the good I eeud from 
Um! treat hlm with reſpeet and beneve- 
lence | and endeavqur, as für ah we wits 
(greed, to eo-operute wien him dn building 
. the Redeemer's kingdom A th 
ed together in an, and love. : 
n bas been « pritieiple ith 4 1 
| hirty-flve years pe " 46 walk and Be ink 
decent, civil, and <>) Aus eorminnication 
with alt; although ih ſome of our ſeth 
ments in philoſophy, religion, "ati litits, 
of diametrically 45 e Opitions. 
1 enn freely liv and 
friendſhip, 


Fence, 
otiverſe” in civil 
with To, Romianifts, and Al 
the few © of 3 and even With De- 


its. Tam, along, blamed. by bfgots for 
de Mank, thotgh, 1 think, nbne hy 
. of by ly ; Becuufe ! 
| freely, fully, and p , "ge 
E ſentiments on every thing, in ſcience 
; religion, 


ſettled Mr. 1 ef ſome nth 


eon and pi 1 have. wy, ea 
judgment, ant de not conceal "lh i have 
16 Abekete. 1 hold;it beneath the dignity of 
4 philefophey, 10 (uppreſi his ſentiments ups 
en any things It 1s, Indeed unwarthy of 
im io make ug haſty eplnlens en eyety 
new Aubjet which, peeurs. Upon thelk, 
therefore, he Mond, difpourſe, In the way of | 
ſearch and enquiry, Al, he has formed his 
judgragat 1, then det bim expreh tt 1, but 
without reprohating others, or way them 
with acrimonioys roflectiong, becanſe they 
think - differently, ;,, There is = * 
through life, »vithaut many undeſirable eon 
nexieng. I will endeavour te. enjoy my 
preſent, ling do the work faithfully; aa 
leave. the. iſſue with the Moſt High, | c fü. 
ram and all-wiſe Diſpoſer of all ent e. | 
letter, Written in Latin, about this He, 
to M. de Sevigny, % zee 10 the Freni 
army, gives, g. new proof, of wt. 54 655 
. and;eathalic fpirit, and of his avidiey for iin 
brovement in ſcience and ylt W: "Ta this. 
Joner he abſerves, That he has, dequſted 
F moch knawledg, from great and learned 
men en as. of Chriſtians, Left 
oY} OO g 148 4b ** I 2 Delft N 
r  ©* Literary Darf. Go 


of Whiteyer nation, and become enlighten 
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Delſta, from Mahometans, drain 
the diſciples of the Bonzes and Brähmane 
That the time has, or-Gught to have, arrived 
when refigious difputes ſhould be contemn. 
efl, ſo far as, either by an inimical or inquiſ. 
itbrial influence, they prevent a philoſophical 
urbanity, and a moſt ample progreſs: of the 
Sciences: That he has Wg with the high- 
eſt pleaſure, great and illuſtrious men, emi. 
nontly diſtinguiſhed” for piety and learning, 
_ of all ages and countries: That he verterates 
the dead, of this character, and moſt cor- 
dialty* embraces the living: That he has an 
ardent” defire of viſiting foreign countries; 
that he m icht enjoy the ſociety, friendſhip 
afd eehte "converſation of learned men 


Pay „ | mf, 46s 


ed by the Uuminated” But he laments, 
thit 0 müſt rendunce the expeRation of 
hiſt” moſt leaſing leaſing entertalnments, daving 
now reached the evening of his days, 
Acſter an Interval of a years, th ub 
melicment, September 14, was celebrated ity 
püblle. On this aufplelous occaſion, e 
Pralle Introduced the literary exerdiſes, In 
the morning, by a Hebrew oration, on Ho 
brew Uterature j and, In the afternoon, by 4 
Latin oration, N OY a in 


„ Ser 


exvbiINT THE, a 


Ig the enſtülng vacation, he went to Portly 
mouth ; Where he viſited the people of lk 
former charge, tn the abſence af their paſte \d 
presehed two Lord's days; adminiſtered the 
Lord's Supper; and & exhorted them to ſtand 
fi ia the Evangelibat doctrines“ Tie ale 
made ra paſtoral viſit tothe ciſperſion” of we 
eee ee 500! ee 
1 


r 510960 if Ban Git ee 


At amt lem v oe | 2b % | 
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* AAVE Hnimed fifty-four ye 10 6 
pngrtmagt on earth; and deſire to ee an 
my ARyRf with bude reference of my⸗ 

ſelp tb He) guldunce atld bieMing" of the 6 
who hath" Preſſed tHe all thy Hfe. The los! 
bovis of the prey y were ſo welght he 
ſumtmer paſt, hit, iu Auguſt, L Was taken 
o- föftnight by u fever. But it plebſed 
Goch chat 1 hould recover from it, The 
college kun been ſtudleus, orderly, and, to an 
atreeuble: deyrbe, 8 the year paſt. 
vc} ij continually praying Heaven, that 
my preſſdeney may bb w. "= E and 


peuven n take great pains to * carefully: 
ADL ob * Art Ft, 1 1 Into 


I L Ate, — Janis . 
ay % 779. 
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jato che interior ſtate of the college, and'ts 
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bath» ſcientifically, and” religioully; As d 
college clinpel has; devolved: on me the year 


tirehable riches ef Oh, and ſal vation by 


ſupreme love of God, for the innate excel. 
lencies, purity, and glory, of his nature and 


THE LITE OF | 


verſe wih the ſtudenteg , [apart] 


ra, I have'-endeavoured to preach: 1b yy. 


thi: croſeg and holineſs, as eonſiſting in the 


character. I have earneſtly and ſincerely 
importuned the youth'of "this 8 
devote. themſelves to that divine Jeſun who 
hath, loyed.them.. to the depths And, 
he, God, I. have reaſon. to hope the ſtd 
Spirit hath, wrought: effeftuglly, on the haut 
of (ſundry, who have, I thinks been brought 
home, in God g Aten what ſe 
| d, oanant. impaxt to the human mind 

"During the vacaney in the, Prafeſſeribly 
alihivlaltyv I am to · lahour In word and doo 
tunen n well! a In the ſeveral branchen of 
my proper office ; 80 that I haye, an ami» 
Ing Work, The good Lord ſtrengihen m0 


theit. Lam principally | concerned, left 1 


_ abuld. inftil. ome errors into the numerous 
.youth;i For, by the admiſſion of 90 Freſh» 


mum we have 8 college of 224 Wr 
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out e in ſueh a manner, as ſhall 
bo moſt for His glory. 


1 With for mote teifure for plety 144 the 


divine life. But 1 hope I' ſhall never ceaſe 
to prize Jefus, as my chief joy. T0 the 
tune Jehovah 1 commit the momentery 
eee ik y 


3 f 


43 cdl kT iff ac 1. 


 pROM ESSOR Strong having reſigned his 
affive the Preſident, on the ad of January, 
Aale a public Lecture, in dhe chupel, on 


gave occaſional Lectures on Mathemutiee 


an Philoſophy from the Profefiorialchatr, 
dl k Wag filled by the prefent Profeſſors / 
-, During 


the vacancy in the 
, lis tock the ſtated care of the ooh 


pf Diviai 


| 75 church j and, beſide the public exerifes 


the Lord's day, he delivered a diſcourſe'to 


Ing, in the week preceding the communion, 
Theſe pre abe Uiſcoubſes were, very ſol· 


| . e 
1110 mn. 


ates... May God give me grace do g0 in and 


Naturel Philoſophy ; and, from this tlind, he 


the members. of that church, on ſomg even- 
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in the inflition | of puniſhment. But a 
diſmembering ſuch ſtudents, as ,had;forfcited 


having been elected Profeſſor of Divinity, ot 


| toy; thorei@t of Willi cane, E 
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15 


tenderneſs of paſtoral and parerital-affeRion, 
In March, an unhappy: occaſion: was pres 


ſented for the exerciſe of his official authority, 


prompt, deciſive, and equitable diſcipline, by 


all claim to their academic privileges, by ex- 
acting a humiliating corifeſſion from thoſe 
who were leſs criminal, and by © eſtabliſhing 
a conviction, that the Government had reſo- 
lution to inflict the higheſt puniſhmentz, 
reſtored order to the ſociety. 

The Revetend Samuel Wales, of Milford, 


the tath of June, was inducted Into office! 
an event, which,” while highly Important to 
the utilverſity, yroatly dltnitilſtied the com. 
plickte cares and lab6uts' of the Preſident 
On the 17mm ef Oftober;, the Preſident wi 
marrled to Nis ſecond wife, Mrs, Mary Check- 


wh 
oo. Al 4 N 


bra Y APtifbvrsh. rt 70 


B IN the year paſt I have e a 
variety of good and evil, 1 have had a nu- 


merous | 


* nee 
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ty of 'difeipline to atminiſter-in the governs” 
ment of-it;whivh lus given me ſenſible dif. 


ing the education of youth. 
I'tommit myſelf, and all my concerns; and 
connexions, to the protection and bleſſing of 


a moſt mereiful God. O that I may live to 


his glory; and be guided by unerring Wife" 
dom, through this An. wa n aun 
Lg Nee 


| F 
4 % * - 
1 1 
*** 1 -> 
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PTY ATE ? oe EY uf! 


unreſeryed ſanctlon. The teſidence of 30 
or 40 ſcholars in town, during the winter 
vacation, Induced him to attend prayers with 


the 

Ky his counſel and example, they cone. 
ſtantly maintained morning and. evening. 
prayers by themſelyes ; though not in the 
chapel, unleſs accompanied by. one of the 
rer of ny. 
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th6rous college to attend to, and ſome ſeveri- 


treſs/ I have alſo had great pleaſure, in alliſte 


10 order and plety, he always gave hiy,.. 


eccaſlionally, at the chapel, | Kncours n 


of THE LIFE OF 


By ** appointment of hie Ade 
Governor Trumbull,“ the Preſident — 

the Election Sermon, on the 8th of May, 
A ceſſation, of hoſtilities, on the part of 
Grent- Britain, having already taken place, 
by order of the Britiſh king z and a Treaty 
of Peace, the preliminary articles of which 
were ſigned in January, promiſing ſoon to 
terminate a war, which, for eight years, had 
ſpread wide devaſtation through the States of 

ne a very munen 1 was pre. 
| _ ſented, 


„This year the Gerad reſigned his office, witha 
dignity becoming a patriotic and Chriſtian magiſtrate 
He was born at; Lebanon, in 17 10, and educated at Ha- 
vard —_ where he L in 1 727. He died in 


„ 


— and of tis country. In the latter years of his 
life, he was an intimate friend of Preſident Stiles at 
oſe houſe he lodged, during the annual ſeffion of the 
Aſſembly at New. Haven. The Preſident eſteemed bim 

the more kighty, for his uniting an accurate knowledge 
of the Hebrew language, and theology, with his police 
abilities; and eſpecially, for the union of piety: with bis 
Patriotiſm.—t now appears, (May 16, 1798} that 
his Excellency Jonathan Trumbull, a ſon of this vener® 
| Vie man, was, the laſt. week, elected Governor of Con- 
necticut. His talents and patriotiſm are well known; 
and the State, over which he preſides, may juſtly antici- 
pate an adminiſtration worthy of a NAME) recorded i in i 
annals with . honour. | 


y 
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ſented, as the theme of diſcourſe, for this uſ- 
pieious oceaſion.. | The United States ele» 


| vated to Glory and Honour, is the title of 
this Sermon,* the deſign of which la to thew, 


What reaſon there is to expect that, by the 
bleſſing of God, theſe States will attain that 
elevation ; and, That our ſyſtem of domin- 
jon, and civil polity, would be imperfect 


without the true Religion; or, that from the 
diffuſion of virtue among the people of any 


community, would riſe their greateſt ſecular 
happineſs, which will terminate in this con- 
eluſion, That holineſs ought to be the end 


of all civil government. 1 115 


Under the firſt head, he rein 01 the 
objects eſſential to the true political yeltare 


of à community—a free tenure of lands 
a' numerous population — a happy form of 
government a juſt ſyſtem of laws and ju- 
riſprudence—revenue-—commerce—induf- | 


try-—removal of cauſes of civil diſfention 
a well regulated militia—vigilanee againſt 
corruption in elections —and, the cultiva- 
tion of literature; and ſhews, that. theſe 
cauſes of national proſperity have actual 
operation, or will, e hereaftar op- 
erate, in the United States. Under 1 


6 Text, Deuteronomy x xxvi. 19. 
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nder the ſecond head, he ſhews the i im. 


portance of the true religion to the nation 


ſon between three claſſes of religions, that of 
idolatry, that of deiſm, and that of Chriſtian. 
ity, proves the advantages of the laſt, for 
producing | the higheſt benefit to mankind, 


conſidered as united in ciyil ſociety, or as 
deſtined for immortality. 


Convinced, from the 3 of 
hoſtilities, that America would ultimately tri. 
umph, and having now lived to ſee the Brit 


iſh king and miniſtry acknowledging the 


Independence of the United States; a fill 
ſcope was here given, for the diſplay of his 


oratory, and of his patriotiſm. He accord- 


ingly ſpake, out of che abundance” of his 
heart, with a. pathos and energy, which ſo 
auguſt an occaſion could not fail to inſpire, 


To examine this Diſeourſe, ory indeed, 


any one of his compoſitions, by the rigid 


laws of Criticiſm, would be to db k an in« 
juſtice, Unfettered by rule, his manner wus 
entirely his own, Abſorbed by hls ſubje®, 
he never pauſed to ſele& his words, or to 
balance his periods. From the plenitude of 
N. 8 ming, enriched with a vaſt variety of 

_ Ramen 


proſperity ; and, by inſtituting 'a. compari. 


— 1 — aut. Con — e 1 IC. a — ins. —— ol n * 


fields.“ Hie ſtyle,” ſays his pandgyriſt, 
«wag polite and copious, though, perhaps, 


jets, the ardent fire of his genius, and 
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fuſion, certain of 
the ſtamp“ n 


Longinus compares cit to nh 
ning, which, by ſudden and irreſiſtible flaſh- 


es, bears down all before it; and Cicero, to 
4 conflagration, which, by a ſure, though 
gradual, progreſs, conſumes its object. Prefs 
ident Stiles may be compared to a deep, yet 


rapid, ſtream, flowing along in an irregular 


eourſe, oſten breaking over its banks, and 
enriching, while it inundates, all the adjacent 


in ſome inſtances, rather too diffüſe. Either 
in ſpeaking or writing on intereſting ſub- 


ſtrengtli of his conceptions, fometimes lifted 
him above thoſe rules of art, in compliance 
with which, others may be very learnedly, 


eritically, and exactly, dull and infipid;" ? 


Let hlt EleRion Sermon be ruad with un 
equitable regard to the peculiarity of the g. 
nus und talents of its author, and it will 1 
full to intro ths Politician, the ſcholar, and 
ALLIED TR. 2 
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knowledge, he * pours out a negligent pro- 
the weight, Vut' careleſs of 
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che Chriftian ; for it contains a fund of po- 
In the courſe of this ſummer, conſiderable 
additions were made to the college church, 
It had never been fo large, ſince its founda- 
tion, as it was rendered by theſe acceſſions, 
The Preſident, and the Profeſſor of Divinity, 
had previouſly entertained great ſolicitude 
for this little flock, which was almoſt entirely 
compoſed of members of the Senior claf, 
who were ſoon to take leave of the Univer- 
fity. The admiſſion of eighteen new mem. 
bers from the other claſſes, within one month, 
was juſtly viewed as a very intereſting and 
Joyful event, ——If the importance of Re 
ligion, in a ſeminary of learning, is duly eon- 
 fidered; either as it reſpects the ſtudents 
themſelves, or the community, in which they 
are becoming formed to act an influential 
part what has now been recorded will not 
be judged too inconſiderable for preſervation- 
The writew at leaſt, muſt charge himſelf 
_ whh implety, ſhould he forget an event, of 
which he was an eye-witneſs, and which, he 
Is certain, cay/ſed many thankfobvinge to Cod. 
I late interview with a worthy min- 
iſter, who, at the time here referred to, wid 
> 2 ſtudent 


1 8 
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4 Atudent at college, and who knows the 
ſubſequent hiſtory of his fellow-ſtudents, who 
then joined the college church; on a par- 


| ticular enquiry of bim, concerning their 


characters, it appeared that, without any 
known exception, they have ſteadily adher- 
ed to their early profeſſion. By their fruits, 
ſaid the Saviour, ye /hall know them, Will 
to God, there were more of it in the world ! 
This is an event, which, to uſe the language 
of the excellent Dr. Doddridge, in a ſimilar 
caſe, * I behold, with equal wonder arid de- 
light 3 and which, if a nation ſhould join in 
deriding it, I . adore as the finger " 
God's, 

The Preſident and Fellows Wer 4 
red the degree of Doctor of Laws on the 
Reverend Dr. Price; in a letter to tha Preſi- 
dent, September. 29, he acknowledges: the 


hondur, with the | politeneſs and modeſty 


Which characterised that eminent mani 1 
hope Vals College, over which you preſide, 
will accept'my warmeſt thanks, for this .teſs 
thmony of | thelr approbation, I ſhould be 
one of the happleſt of manklad, could! 1 


en 7 


| 


* Life of Colonel Cardlner, 
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think that the account given of me ſo hand- 


ſomely, in the diploma, did not go beyond 


any merit that I can juſtly claim. The 
circumſtance, mentioned in your letter, that 
the honour done tm6 by the College, was 
granted me at the ſame time with Genera! 


WasfiinoTON, has made à greater impreſ- 
ſion upon me, than can be eaſily conceived; 
It is n cifcumſtance, that makes the honour 
— GRinguiſhing, beyond all that my ambition 
could reach to. General Waſhington's name 
muſt always ſhine among the firſt, in the an- 
nals of the world. It will go down to all 
future generations, univerſally applauded and 
Mine, perhaps, may follow); but 


admired. 
it will be but a oO maſs and 1 a vaſt 


diſtance,” 
On Lord's day, Noveniber 23, che Preſi- 
dent makes the following ſollloquy : This 
Is the dominleal annlverſury of my ſolemn 
public dedication to the bleſſed Jeſus, In the 


| thirty-ſeven years ago, I entered the vines 
yard. Oh how unfrultful! 1 do not re- 


tract my 'vows ; but would, this day, renew 
and re- ſeal my covenant eee to w 
S the Lord's. ”” | 
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41 HAVE, chis day, completed the goth, 
| ad entered upon the 57th, year of. my age- 
And now that I am advancing in years, L 
have to recollect the great variety of the 
dealings of divine Providence towards one, 
who is 4% tban,the leaſt of. « all ſaints. An 
infinitely. wiſe and holy God has called mp 
to paſs, through à great variety of good and 
evil. May all be ſanctified to me. 155 I find 
great defects to bemoan?sn +4 
am in great doubt, as to my * — 
ſtate, through the prevalence of paſſion and 
corruption, Whether I ſhall ever get to 
heaven, and, through many tribulations, enter 
into reſt, God only knows, This 1 know, 
that I am one of the moſt unworthy of all the 
works of God. O that I could be , more 
ſincere and perfect, before, the Lordi! 
The College yet flouriſhes, eonliſting of 
20 under-graduates, My family has bad 
liekneſs.and-health. The College church has 
had & wonderful work of grace in it, the 
ſummer paſt. I commit myſelf, the College, 
my Newport church, and all, ay * — 
to God,” | „ bn vi 
N v 1 
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4. P. MDCGLAXXIV—Erar, LVI 
IHE Preſident's eldeſt ſon, Ezra, died 
on the 22d of Auguſt, near Edenton, in 


North-Carolina. He was a young man of 
genius and talents, and qualified to make : 
diſtinguiſhed figure in his profeſſion at the 


bar. His afflicted father paid to his mem. 


ory the tribute of affection and ſorrow, in 
an epitaph, which he compoſed, and cauſed 


to be inſeribed on a ſtone e over hi 


es 

In September, he attended the commence 
ment at N aſſau-Hall, in New. Jerſey; on 
which occaſion, the Corporation 'of that 
college conferred on him the degree of Doc- 
for in Divinity, and the degree of Doctor in 
eivil and canon Laws. On this journey, ac- 
companied by Profeſſor Wales, he viſited 


Long-Iſland, New-York, Philadelphia, and 
the Moravian Fraternity, | at Bethlehem 
keeping memoranda, after his uſual man- 


ner, of whatever ny e + 
ervation. Fr 9 
Age feemed, in no degree, to mini 


kis avidity for improvemem. A proof of 


ny and * the facility with which he ſtil 
acquired 
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acquired knowledge, appears in his ready 


acquiſition of the French language, Hav- 


ing attended to it, at his leiſure hours, from 
the middle of July, under the direction of 
a: French teacher; in November, he read 
through the firſt volume of Robertſon's Hiſ- 
| tory of America, in French, in five days; 
and, ſoon after, Telemachus, in ſix weeks. 
He learned this language very opportunely; 
for, about that time, Mr. Jefferſon, then 
Ambaſſador at Paris, with whom he correſ- 
ponded, ſent him ſeveral volumes of French 
books: and, in 1787, M. Le Marquis de 
Chaſtellux ſent him his Voyages dans * 


\ 
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| BIRTHDAY REFLECTION, 


rious experience, in divine providence 
ſorrow and mercy. My moral ſtate much 
as for ſeveral years paſt ; great mixtures of 


fir and imperfection, with ſome enjoyment 


of God, and the maintenance of A general 


courſe of the duties of the religious life. 1 
have been very happy in college affairs; 


and the ang has been nearly in at 
tap | good 
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© THE year paſt has been a year of was. 
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goull a ſtate,” as to Ilterature, religion, poste, 


and good order, as could' be reaſonably ex- 


ö pected. | It -pleaſed God, that I ſhould be 
_ called to mourn the death of my eldeſt ſon, 


who dled in Auguſt, leaving a wife and 
two children, I have felt a moſt pungent 
and tender diſtreſs, : on this event. May it 
be ſanAified to me, and the ſurviving chil 
dren; which God: n nn continued 
nne... M 

Fs «God hath given me acts oppornuriy 
S tonlafional- preaching, and ſerving at the 


altar, which 18 ſtill my great delight. 1 
love the pulpit; and the table of the Lord. 


On the 2d inſtant, I married my daughter 
Kezia to Mr. Sturges, much to my ſatisfic- 
tion. I commit myſelf, my family, the 
College, and my yet deſtitute Newpon 
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-"0THE Ca at Newport, "havin 
repaired their church, deſired the Preſident to 
preach the firft ſermon.” He, accordingly, 


"viſited" ene! in "at e * 
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preached-a ſermon, “ on the 2 5th. of May, 


adapted to the joyful oecaſton n 
He proeeeded to Briſtol, where he met a 


number of miniſters, who renewed che 
Rhode-Ifland Convention of Congregational 
paſtors ; and, as the ſcribe of that Conven- 
tion, he delivered up the records, He was 
voted a permanent member. On this occa- 
ſion, he preached the Convention Sermon. 

His ſolicitude for the deſtitute churches, 


in the Southern States, having prompted him, 


in 1784, to ſend an adviſory letter to the wri- 
ter of theſe memoirs, then in South- Carolina, 


counſelling him to begin to preach the Goſ- 


pel: he now offered every aid, relative to His 


By his advice, application was made to the 


Corporation of Yale College, which formed 
an Ecoleſiaſtical Council, and ordained him, 


on the morning after commencement; in the 


| College chapel, the Preſident — the or- 


oy prayer. 
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this: plac will give peace, ſaith the Lord of hoſts. 
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ge of this philanthropic. man: and it fur. 


| tivity and: extent of his. when nfo ne 
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college has been in a very tranquil ſtate. 
dence in the church of God, and in the leam- 
religious. I hope I am ſtanding in my lot, 


and fulfilling my day, as an hireling. While 


edneſs of heart and life ! Enter not into 


_ NR LIFE OE. 


niſhes an inſtance, among many, of the ac. 


8 BIRTH-DAY REFLECTION. 


* THROUGH the wonderful patience i 
I another year is added to the year 


of-my weariſome pilgrimage on earth. The 


I have an extenſive and laborious correſpon- 


ed world. My whole life is ſuch an inceſ. 
ſant labour, that I have ſcarcely time to be 


operated upon by many motives, from with 
in, and from without, I hope the grace and 
glory of God are ſometimes found among 
them. But, O the imperfections, the wick 


judgment with me, O God for, unleſs 


merit af my all-glorious and holy [Redeem 
er, I cannot ſtand. in judgment before thee. 
| hal, *. blood would 1 my and 


SV Ef 7 L448 


take refuge in the 1 
manuel. My ſins damp my joys and gies 
yet, at times, and this frequently, FE am bleſs 
ed with views and apprehienſions' of 'the 
| great Jehovah, and the holineſs and benevo- 
| lence of his government, which I would not 
part with for all dds 
O Lord, in thy ſtatutes.” - WILLS. 
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HE commenced this year * in ſorrow and 
deep mourning,” on account of his recent 


with variety of duties, calling for our whole 


ſacrament day it is a day for me and my 
mournful family to prefent ourſelves in che 
houſe” of God, with humiliation, and de- 
knowledgments of ſilent ſubmiſſion to God's: 
holy hand; and to ſeek of him"a' ſanQtified” 
Improvement of this providence, fo ſpeabeing 
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bereavement. This holy Sabbath ig filled” 


enton. It is a new year's day; it iu a' 


o mes my bereaved ion in. low, and my un 
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to take a voyage to Europe, an additions 


quiſh their claim to tlreir beloved paſtor; took 


Mr William Patten to the paſtoral office, and 


| Wil how: declared to be diſſolved- by mutud 
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| weight of | cares and labours devolved On the 
Preſident, who was-always vigilantly atten- 
* The Church and Congregationzs at New: 
port, finding it expedient, at length, to relin- 


tmedſures for a resſettlement. Having invite! 


he having ſignified his acceptance z-the Pref 
ident, by their united deſire, attended his or 
iriation, on the -24th of May. His ow 
paſtoral relation being not yet diſſolved; at 
« meeting of the Church, previouſly to tht 
ordination, the brethren voted to accept hit 
refignation of the miniſtry j and this relation 


eonſent. In the ſucceeding ſolemnity, he 
aſſiſted in the laying on of the hands of the 
preſbytery j and gave the charges 1 
In the autumnal vacation; he teck a tow 
Into the States of New-York and Vermont 
Ia this Journey, he met with a young man, 
who had formerly been hls pupil at college 
und who, as ar orphan-child; and a youth of 
«fine genius, had ſhared, among many oth 
FN 15% AF | ons; 
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my eyes on the dawn, when my landla 
informed me that the Preſident was in town, 


like, ls other virtues, muſt be celebrated; — 
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ed-with the wwe 2 


ron, he accompanied him in the northern 


part of his tour, and became acquainted with 
his manner of travelling, of which, in a letter, 
he gives this characteriſtic ſketch ;. .. ,../, 

This morning, I had ſcarcely | 


I ſtarted up, mounted a horſe, and found him 


eating his breakfaſt in a paltry inn, with as 


much good humour and contentment, a8 h 


could have done in a palace————l,hall 


make no apology for ſending you .a, little 
hifory of my ride. to Bennington, Whither 
my dear Preceptor allowed me to eſcort, him. 
A this was a moſt delightful tour, I dare fa 
that he has furniſhed you with many eur 


the peculiar. goodneſs of hls heart, I am (als 
plelous his modeſty has eoncealed., Theſtz, 


ble frlende. I hall not thy yo your par 
dene by a deſcription of the bad roads, in 
all - probabllity,, we had reached G- 
without a ſingle adventure ; but lo 4,when 
we pore 3 un a yup 
oſley. 


particulars 4 but ſome, which, demenſtrate 
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. The fella i of « W hi 
50 "i tuff due emblern of fallen gream 
bur attention,” "We alijtel ih'k mos 
J Het v. upon menfhrattön, to be 
Ap war ' of four feet in Mameter; und gent 
Wine the grins, Wete delighted to di. 
cover that 240 years had been the "years of its 
1 1 lerhrage.—— We artived at C-— abou 
. 


and, as me the piers nor! 
take corporeal ſuppers, we' ſut don 15 4 
wary dlegant lteraty repiſt, Hellogabula, 
Bat imperlaf eploute, who Ie füld to hun 
mpendec K on An. her 
had jul this. = | 
N ro to take In onr rout? the 
n where, Count Baum, of the Meſſun, 
Vis defeated, In 1997, Here gvcurred i 
\  Inflance of the Preſident's humanity, At 
op, of the ue hey we called to en · 
1 goncernin e battle, a 'gentleniun 
| Sat f fret human bones, E had 
Y | ber picked up in the fields, Thie tear of 
pity Role imo the eye of my venerdble com 
Paton „Theſe, Sir,” ſald he to the perſon 
| ſhewed them, are tlie remains of 
"Hts agp mortal. © The defire of go 
5 * che bem mand of oper 
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3%/%hů»y TRE ITFET ON 7 
ed 46 ſee the grave of this great commander 
ſo wretehedly neglected ; and, flrſt, theupht 
of opening a ſubſcription, for the purpoſe ef 
Ring a decent ſtene ! but, belng Informed 
that hls mbther le Mulag, In Germany, the 
Prefident adopted: the refelutlen of writing 
to her, through the channel ef Sir Wüllen 
Howe, fs - . it y i f 1 5 8 
The country round Bennington 1s high: 
ly romantle. In moſt places, we eommand. 
ed an extenſtee hoflzon——long trafts bf lor 
land, variegated with young orchards, de- 
cent | cottages, terminated by the Green 
Mountaing, the aſcent of which ts frequent. 
ly Wich 8 pe, truly pifturaique,, The 
Th of ere, glye us not the idea of the 


walls, of a priſon, which I have fometime 
had in the high lands, but of vaſt airy col - 
urns, ranged at unequal diſtances, to fup- 
port, the great vault of heaven. Tn one of 
the little drawings I ſend you, you will find 
a tolerably good view of the country, and par- 
ticularly you will obferve the ſlope of the hills, 
which attracted our admiration ſ6 ſtronghy. 
The Preſident fancied this place bore a 
ſtrong reſemblanee to his favourite Paleſtint] 
and drew a beautiful compariſdn, In terms 
that were neatly poetleal. I have taken the 

== freedom 


 PRABIDENT 8 TE 1s. got 
beben "of reduelng his" e na ny 


ee (he erled) as bifh'd In foft repele: 


Rent plains the facred. Jordan few 
Thus fide Nis bank with palms and willews — f 
Where alerts virgins, 16 the filver found 

| Of myſti vymbaly; dangd, On every _— 4 
Thus Juda's mountains rife, in giry pride. 

Thus Oliver, Where orft th! incarnate God, 
Retiring with his faithful followers, trod 

\Whanee, a4 In daveling majefty he rofl 
* aw the ſapphire gates of heaven uncle : 
in_effylgenee, met the angelic threng. 


"And BI thelr lyre awake the vicar IM wo all 
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/(BIKTU-DAY REPLECTION, Ort. 


* ANOTHER fleeting year of my life is 
row completed ; and, this day, I enter on 
my fixtleth year, Old age is now come up- 
on me, and 1 find myſelf in the dedline' of 
life In the religious and divine life, 
1 have been rather ſtationary; although, 
bops, daily endeavouring to live for 7 
journeyed, this fall, to Albany, Fort 
Saber and Lake George, and made many 
obler tation, uſeful and agreeable. My 
health, for three months paſt, has deen and 
fill is, impalred and God only knows the 
iſſue of my infirmity. May ibs prepared 
for all events! ? 
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IN May, he was choſen a conraſpaniing 
Secretary 1 Arts 
and Selences;“ of which he had deen elect. 
ed a member, the preceding yar. 
HFis worthy and valued. friend, a Ner- 
erend Mr. Whittelſey, died on che 24th of 
July. In addition to all the tender and re- 
ligious atteations of Chriſtian friendſhip, 
during his laſt illneſs, the Preſident paid the 
tribute due to his memory, in a 
delivered at the en, ee 
em 80 Wie Fe „This 
| * Founded in Min dd Ae ror 6, 1 


K* By on 


1 Texts Matt. xv, 20, 21. This Diſcourſy was 4 | 


. The Reverend | Chauncey Whittelſy F been born al 
Wallingford, in 1717 and educated at Yale Cllrs 
| Whete he gradunted in 1736. He was, ſoon aſter, ele 
ed Tutor in that ſeminary; in which afflce he-continued 
fix yeats, | „He was an extellent claſſical ſcholar, and 
was well acquainted. with the general eyclopedia of lits 
erature“ g Me was ordaiyed, March 1, 49, n = 
of the firſt church in Ne w- Haven, where he continued in 
the mialſtry nearly 30 years. “ Ne devoted imſelf ts 
the work, and applied to the theelogleal ſtudles, and 1 
difties of the paſtoral office, with an ardouy, neal, and u. 

Adukty, equnlled by ſaw, and exceeded; by, none. [= 
4 He was difingniſhed as n ne en 
und divine”, | ur | 
Na Hiker Sure 4 Ae 61 | 
| 4 Dy, Be Sermon 64 the teeth of Ar. MWg ls 1s 
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III Poridncl for inveſtigation, and his 
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REIN STILES, 
| Tha yen allo died ut Boſton, his frlond and 
correſpondent, the Reverend Dr, Ohaunoye®t 
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£41. + | 1500; 
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equtAlritatice wich hiſtory and antiquity, ap- 
. — corfeſpo dence,” between him and 
ae ſufre, (well ktiown by ie 


re 
on the 40 ce h ubject of the fortifications 
Ae 12 the weſtern country. 
correſpondence was publiſhed in the: Anais 


© "The Soclety, at New-York, for tite munu- 
miffon/vf loves, ® wiſhing to- der thel 


'roſhe@ 
* W che PAINE BD. was oidatiied 
16 the paſtoral care of the Reſt ehureh In Botton, in'ryay; 


And e# in 17), itati 84: Memblry of his churaters = 
by - who eminent author * the Austen Biogas: 


wy; in due time, be expoſed, by, the public, 

h wut leurtp with pleafure, tity A- ere 
mon {nts that extenſive and Importam works 4a 
— and Biography of Harvard College.“ The 
ren in Boſton has ſuſtalned a great loſt, Im the 
— death of their reſpectable and much eſteemod puſtor, 
the Reverend Dr. Clarke, who was ſettled a colleague 
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a various other publications) | 


* Magazine, in 1788. „ 1 A vas Aan. 10 1 2 | 


with Dr. Chuuney, on the day of Dr, Gilles * | 
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dheir attachment to the rights of men in gen- 


he pays 


N THE Lift of 
reſpect to gentlemen, who are eminent for 


I, and particularly to thoſe who” eſpouſe 
he cauſe of the enſlaved Africans,” admit. 


1 Dr. Stiles as an Ronourary member. 


Wen 10 Soi TINIACI nee NUI Oy 
At the commencenient, in September, the 
Corporation of Yale College conferred the 


degree of Doctor of Laws on the enlighten. 
I and patriotic ſtateſman, Jon ADA, 
now Preſident of the United States. In ls 
letter of acknowledgment to Preſident Stiles, 
a handſome tribute to the Univer. 


ſity, and to the State of ConneQicut ; If 
this honourary degree is, as you inform me, 


to be conſidered as a token of affectlon and 
eſteem, I ſhall certainly hold it among the 


met precious of things z ſince nothing can 
be mare pleaſing to me, or more ſatlefactor) 


a 
, 


an, Univerſity, whith has diffingilthed i 
in literature, among, the foremoſt in 


* my higheſt ambition, than the approbation 
2 


{ 


America, and which is the light of a Com- 


nyvealth that J eſtsem the pureſt perten 
ann 
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dren are at home with me. I am full of 
concern for their virtue, in this critical period 
of theit lives: May God metcifully preſerve 
them. have been favoured with a com- 
petenicy of the good _ of this life. The 
College. is, and hab been, in a good ſtate, J 
am bleſſed with friends; and hope I have 
not diſobligell an extenſive and numerous 
aotuaintante I contemplate the public 


affairs, and the ſtate of the | churches, wich 
yet 


very conſiderable complaceneyß; 
were are in both, aſpects that mingle pain 
with Flesſure New divinity — on 
the one hand, and Jocinian errors, on « 
dbther, chequer the Nate of the churches, 1 

leave all with Jeſus, in whom are my only 
hops and. truſt. Oh that I may approve 
myſdf 4 humble, ſincere, and faithful fer- 
yant of ſo divine a Maſter, ie whom. 
janewedly: conſecrate myſel£.” Rida aff nwol 
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Rennens, that hö culture f fle might b 
* ſucceſs and profit, in New: 
REY Eogland, | 


— WY . - 


ground, No perfon received any injury, 
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England; he, this year, took great a 
oy extenſive. diſtribution of mulberry: ſeed; 
the firſt. ſtep towards this manufacture, 
He. ſent! an eſtimated quantity of ſeed to 
eighty - miniſters, in Connecticut, with 3 | 
printed circular letter, deſiring them, by 
themſelvsa, or by ſuch perſons as they might 
employ in their pariſhes, to ſow, each, a 
nurſery of 4000 trees in a pariſhy on. this 
condition, That, at the end of three , yeats, 
three quarters of che trees, then living, be- 
long to the planters, and one quarter to 
be diſtributed , gratis, 1 the pete 
in. 1 ws 
About midnight, June 1s, hls houſa wes 
kek with lightning. A rafter, in thy 
gurret, was torn out the whole length from 
the chimney to the eves ; and one of the 
floors was ſplintered, The lightning rad 
down the chimney in two of itz funnels; 
and down the fide of the houſe to the 


8 it Pleaſed ( God, faith he, “ to preferye me 

my family: : ough his gracious prov= 

idence, we eſcaped inftant death, although 

all of n were ſurrounded with ſuch a prog 

"you ot EPO Buid, that it. was dent 
* 11 . to 
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60 4 miracle that we were preſerved. Wich 
tile great preſervation he was ſenſibly affea. 
ed und to bis expreſſions of gratitude, he 
adde the plous petitlon “ May we devote 
our ſpared lives to the glory of God, and 
.conſidir this as a' mereiful admonltlon of 
__ to be prepared for ſudden death u 
In the autumnal vacation; he viſited New. 
York, where he derived much pleaſure from 
an Interylew with the Preſident of the United 
States, and an attendance on the Congreſ 
chen In ſoſſſon. ene 
Preſident Waſhington A at Ney Hi. 
ven, October 17, on his tour through the 
Fiſtern States, Preſident Stiles compoſed 4 
reſpectful addreſs ; and, accompanied by the 
-Congregational '' miniſters of CO 
Ke ir een in Ar me 131. Eich 
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/ BIRTH-DAY. REPLEOTION. 5 


om «THE ear paſt, I have been the ſubſe 
M 
: of great mercies. My conſtitution; labourity 
_» with infirmitics, has rather nieliorated—— 
Thave had ſome” confirmation in religio ; 
end hope I have, in ſome meaſure, by tbe 
/ Lang * CINE in the * life 
| My 


PRESIDENT STILES. ww 
hope of heaven are rather brighter and, 
12 have been enabled to live 
more ſerenely, and with u more uniform and 
devoted ſincerity, But ſtill, oh my — 

perfection — The good Lord pa | 
Rrengthen, and eſtabliſh me in perſevering 
virtue and holineſy, I renewedly de- 
vote myſelf to that God, who hath kept me 
to old age. May his grace abound to a myſt 
ara dee we ach ww n U l 


1 | AVC 's arty 118 * 2 


| 4 5% DON -Erar tam, 


. 0, his old and reſpected Siend Er. 
Franklin, he wrote a letter, January 28, 
ſoliciting his portrait for Vale College. In 
this letter, he delicately expreſſes his defire 
to know the Doctor's ſentiments on Chriſ- 
tianity. You know, Sir, I am a Chriſtian ; 3 
and, would to Heaven, all others were as I 
"amy encept my imperfections. Ay much as 
L know of Dr. Franklin, I have not an Idea 
| "of his religious ſentiments. I wiſh to kngw 
de opinion of my-venerable friend congern- 
.Ing/Jeſus of Nazareth. He will not impute 
i to impertinente, or improper curioſity, 


(at = 


WR 
— 


>. 
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ln one, who, for.many years, has gontinued 
to love, eſtimate, and reverence. his abllities, 
and | literary character, with an ardor of 
affection. If I have ſald too much, let the 
requeſt be blotted out, and be no more." 
The Doctor, in his reply to the Preſident, 
qurioſity. amiſs, and ſhall endeavour, in a few 
words, to gratify it. As to Jeſus of Naz. 
areth, my opinion of whom you particularly 
defire, I think the ſyſtem of morals, and his 
religion, as he left them to us, the. beſt the 
world. ever ſaw, or is likely to ſee 3 but 
rehend it has recelved various corrupting 
; and I have, with moſt- of the 
preſent Difſenters in Fee. Bae n 
agcto his divinity.” 

„Dr, Franklin 4 on the mk of. Ap, 


the ſame. n ad 1 l 
2M bas o Ine 


e gels Franks, 11. P. and ambnbar of hep 


cipal — Societies in Europe and America; was bort 
in Boſton, he 7 6, oo and lived to the Samut 

e of 84. The fame s great. man, as 
* 2 man, is ſpread Moog n 
line (applied to him, if I rightly remember; in u l 
modal) preſents him ſtrongly to view in both characters! 


Eres , fulmen cafe, feeptrumgue , Hraunit. | nul S486 


2 * 
— 1 » 


entering on the 64th-year of my age. It is 
with God, whether I ſhall live to ſee the 


Father 1 have Thee" to the grand 


that; Contrary to all expeRation; it has become 


Holmes, and | parted with them bot 


* 
3 

4 

a 
y 
{# 

* 
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t 


3 


' PRBSIDENT: STE. 371 
In Auguſt; the Preſident affifted in forming 


g'Soclety for the” abolition of ſlavery j und, 
with fourtoun others, N its eonſirucion 


„ e Men 
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"BIRTHDAY Arno S005 
1 01 AM, tis day, 63 years old, and . 


enick of it Every year of liſe are va. 
Nous experience, as well as advances u 
© folft progreſz, to the eternal world. ts 
ihe eburſe of tlie aſt year, I have experiear 
cd much of the goodneſs of my Heave 


rerſe.”* For four years paſt, T hive been ir 
decline, as to health; but it has pleafed Gb 


meliorated, —1 have married my daughter 
Mary, to - — the Reverend Mr. 
arte h, for the 
dlſtant and dangerous climate of Georgia 
Leommend them is the gin of 645 
do ile my abſent ſon, now cn a voyage i 


* 200 


GreatBritain,— . I have had more ati 

tion and comfort, as to religion, for the roar 

paſt, than formerly. boy Three of my 
daughters 
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Wien, e — gw Amidft 
many troubles, L have, through God's good 


providence, enjoyed many bleſſings. May 1 


live devoted to that God, who is the length 
of my days, and the foundation of all nur 


er 

| | 6 Ly” y I 945. ah FTE, N 

5 „ ; 22 14 . 6 . b A345 bs * 1 
4 D. Met xcI-Arar. Iv. | 


o dhe day after the public commence 
ment, September 15, the Preſident attended 


| at the College chapel, as a delegate, at a con- 


vention of delegates of the General Aſſembly 


of. the Preſbyterian church in the United 


States and of the General Aſſoeiation of the 


State of Connecticut. The object of this 
convention, was, the eftablithurient of an ex- 


pllcit union and intercourſe between theſe 


two eccleſiaſtical bodies, and the churches 
Vith which they were connected. Among 


other articles, in the reſult of this convention, 
it was recommended, That eſfectual meaſures 
be mutualls taken, to prevent injuries to the 
ches, from irregular and unau- 


thotized Herbs and, to promote this 
| | end, 


Dr ei. .a a... cc... 


„r ²˙ m ⅛ uͤT . — 


haps: 8o or 1060, in this union: but though 
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end, that every preacher,travelling Som the 
lain of one uf theſe-chuvohes; into thoſe: 
the other, be furniſhed with recent teſtimo- 
nials of his regular ſtanding, and good char- 
acter, as a preucher. It was alſo agrerd, 
That each body ſhould, from time tom time, 
appoint a committee of three members, hq 
ſhall have a right to ſit in the others general 
meeting, and make ſuch communications as 
ſha ected by cheir reſpeQive conſtitu- 
ents, àfd deliberate on ſuch matters is fall 
come c beſure: the body; but hall havi no 
tight: to vote... We wiſhed, ſays the 
Preiident, to have comprehended the re- 
ſpectable Synod of the Dutch churrhes, per- 


we have a cordial and fratertal love an 
reſpect for them, this is not yet effected. 1 


could wiſh, alſo, the fraternal comprehenſion 
| 6fithe/German churches, both Lutheran and 


Calviniſtic., 2 it may, in time, take 
kth 4 who, lots our Lotd, Jeſus Chriſtin 
ſincerity.atd truth, will alſo love une. another, 
amd live together as brethren,” indulging one 
atiothet our religious pecullaritles, when we 
find that we are, grounded and united in 

hund E:: 0A Q-. | | thoſe. 


| ples of Chriſtian liberality and benevolence, 
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thoſe few great principles of our holy relig- 
| Jon, which will carry us all up to the realms 
of harmony and peace, to that bleſſed world, 
where our trifling differences will be all ab- 
ſorbed in higher light, and univerſal love!”# 
-. Fheſe remarks evince, that he continued, 
through life, to cheriſh thoſe divine princi- 


which' he had very early imbibed, and 
which uniformly gue a * to * relig- 
tous character. 7 

On the anniverſary. of his public: profel- 
fion of religion, he has the following reflec- 
tions: May I never forget the ſolemuity 
of my dedication to God; never forget, that 
the yowe of Jeſus are upon me ! Now, 
| that 1 have been in the vineyard forty-five 

years, I would not be diſunited from the 
bleſſed Saviour, nor retract my yows and 
fee obligations, for all worlds, Oh 
that, 


„Lee e Frofeffor Eballng March 20, 1795. 


7 This year died Mrs. Catharine Macaulay Graham, 
whoſe character, as an authoreſs, and an advocate for lib- 
erty, is well known to the world. She ſolicited a cor- 


reſpondence with Preſident Stiles, which was maintgined | 


for ſeveral years; and expreſſed great regret, that, in 
ber tour through the United States, after the revolution- 

ary war, ſhe miſſed of an interview with her congenial 
_ correſpondent. | 
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chat 1 bad lived. better The good Lord 
pardon, purify, have mercy on a ſinning 
and repenting, a repenting and finning, a 


worthleſs profeſſor ; who yet; if he knows 
c his own heart, in his calm moments, wiſhes 
do be the Lord's, wiſhes to be puriſied from 
all iniquity, and to live a holy life. ' 


BIRTH-DAY REFLECTS ON. 


«THE year paſt, 1 have been leſs weighs 
ed down with infirmities, than the preced- 
Ing year. I have experienced many mer- 
cles granted to me and my family, My 


gia. My ſon in law, Mr. I, having 
reſigned his miniſtry in Georgia, on account 


of / the climate, has an immediate call to ſet- 
tle in the paſtoral office, in the church of 


cepted. Thus graciouſly hath God order- 
ed with reſpect to theſe my children. My 


I had all my children about me at my table. 
cd hath enabled me to purchaſe a 
houſe, to leave to a bereaved family, when 

| 1 


— — — G 


b- reforming and relapſing, a variable and 


daughter returned from Midway, in Geor- 


Cambridge, near Boſton, which he has ac- 


ſon Iſaac returned from ſea ; and, laſt week, 


= — - — — 
2 4 — — — — = 
227 — ... —̃̃ — 
== — — IS EDI == — ——— — —— = = 
— — — Tk. 5 5 | — —— ——_——— —— 
Sx —_— = m wing * — > 
f — 


— — — ee 


117). 08 
| U. 
f \ i 
4 1 of Wi 
5 jt | 1484 
1111 * 
Ae 
e 
U Th ; 4{þ 
wm 
{1 
01191) 8 
it G 
1 I = 7 ' 
! | IF IL 
1 #/ 4. l 
why. 1 
$1 1 j \ | 
iin 
14, #1 
10 | 
{ 3 G 4 
þ (0 EI in 
1 18 
Wk! 
WT 
17 i 
1 in 
1 wh i 
! . 
Masi“ 
11 ' 
EIN 1 
1 1 
14 1 
I 
i 1 [iy 
{i : [ | 
þ WAITE, [4 
1 if 
| il | 
; $398 iy 1. 
4 | f ap! 
I} 18 
" : 1 } 
i i 
Ii 10 
in : N36 
14 i! i 10h 
!''F 1 } " 
"Y 9 + | 
p 4 I. 1 
! : 1 
5 | : f 
4 \ 1 
{| TY 
Br , 6 
mr ml i 
A io 4.0 
| Til! if 
J Wh 
mak! l 
l 1 
5 won el 
N Ai 
"3 FPIH : 
"hy! 1 il 
j 10 
i} i 110 
| | | 
1 q o 
[ 1 
JI | 
WHY! | 
: 4 
: i 4 4 
il | ! 
[! 
; l | 1 
18 
WL: 
45 3). 18 
iP l 
i | Ty 1 
' 1 | 
null ö 
mnt. 
i' rm 
[ : 
198 41: j 
| „ 
. n | ' 
4. 
11 1 
1 17 
110 
1675 
N y 
| 1 
i BY 
| 
BTR Ul 
: i j 1 | 
' } \ 
N l 1 fl 
%% 
| | 
ih i 
1] 1 
i ' 
i [] 
11 
1 ; Ni 
: 1 
1 " 
N 
of 17 
? ' mn 
14495}, 
vt | [ j 
1 
14 | 1H 
HAINES 
1% 1116 5 
| I 1 "oY 
; # 
H: : [ 

1 17 
| f 4 110 | 
t ” 

. { 
I n il 4 
pill i 19 
104 
{ : 
"11142108 
11 [1 
ö . A. 4 
1. 1 
N q 4 
1 
744 1 1 
0. N 
F . + | 
1 
e 
* 7 
: 4 if 
: i” 17 
is 
! 
l 


3265 THE? LIFE OF 
God ſhall take me to hunſelf, | have been 
comfortable in College adminiftrations,— 
L have, bleſſed be God, had ſome fingular 
ſpiritual comforts, and more ſatisfaction as to 
ny! piritual ſtate. 7 May God confirm me 
ine grace and holineſs, and in 4 good hope, 
an undecelving unn a happy immot- 
wow AG 0% ens wal Jug ad 44111, 7 
Through the Wanne patience of a 
holy God, my life has been protracted to 
old age. May God not forſake me, now 
that I am old and grey-headed. The near- 
er L approach to that awful, and oh that it 
may; be a glorious, eternity, before me, the 
more may I be abſtracted frem this world, 
the more heavenly minded may I become, 
and the mere, by divine grace, fitted for the 
world of holineſa, reſt, and peace. May 
die ſolemnities of eternity come with a daily 
Increaſing weight upon my ſoul, and urge 


me to more vigilance and vigour in the d, 
vine life. To the moſt high God, and te to 

his grace, I commit myſelf, my family, the 
College, che church of God, my all! May 
I be 1 avon to the divine ie Jeſus 
Amen,” Fi 
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THE travels of the add Bkcs fur 


larly the mapa, into his Literary Diary. In 
April, he addreſſed a letter to Mr. Bruce, 
to ſolicit more explicit information on ſome 
points of Abyſſian geography and hiſtory: 


He enquires, whether there are any biſho 


ops in Abyſſinia, beſides the Abuna; and 


the Abuna, in the admiſſion either of preſ- 
byters or deacons What is the number 
of the clergy, eollectively, throughi all parts 
of the empire; the number of the two vor- 


banos 3 Ahe amber of dela botalnts _ the 
provinces, ſubject ee e the 


| 


niſhed the Preſident a rich and eopious re? 
paſt. He read them with great avidity; 
and copied the moſt valuable parts, particu- 


whether the prieſts ever ordain, or join with 


ders of monks, St. Euſtatius, and Dibra Li- 


ſovereignty of the king of Abyſſinia ?— 


What proportion there is of Chriſtians, and 


what, of Pagans; and whether the Negro 


Pagans and Arab Pagans have the ſame Sa- 

bean religion What proportion the Galla 

and ee together may make ; the 
7 ſame 


zis THE LITE or 


ſame for the Arabs, as Aiftingutthed from 
the Abyſſinians ?—Have the Jews, of $4. 
men, any ſynagogues, or places of wor. 
ſhip} Have they the aniverſary feaſts, ; 
well as Sabbaths? Have they a liturgy, 
and prieſts, and ſacrifices ? 


He then gives a learned diſcuſſion re. 
ſpecting the field of Matthew's apoſtolical 
labours; and, Bruce having ſhewn that it 
could not be Abyſſinia, he judges it muſt 
| have been Meroe. He, accordingly, aſks 
the learned traveller, if he has any recollec- 
tion, whether the Shaws of Abyſſinia have 
any notices of Matthew, as labouring at 
Meroe? Whether it may not be recgived by 
them, that he converted that part of Africa, 
though not their country? Whether there 
may not be found ſome relicts of oppreſſed 
Africans of St. Matthew, in lower Ethiopia? 


And, whether he found any account, in ; 
Abyſſinia, of the extirpation of Homeries 0 
from Arabia? 8 

The General Aſſembly of Connedticu ho 
in May, paſſed an Act * for enlarging the | 


Powers, and increaſing the funds of Yale 
College.“ This Act granted to that Semi- 
nary a very generous donation, on condi- WW 


A — 1 * 


more catholic- Clergy. . It will, unite. Mofes 
and Aaron. It will extinguiſh the Jealouſy 
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tion that che Governor, Lieutenant-Goy- 
ernor, and ſix ſenior Counſellors, be aſſo· 
ciated with the Corporation, in the Colle» 
glate 


lature, as would meet the views of the Cor- 
poration, or coincide with their judgment 
of the original intention of the charter, was 


this AQ, He conſidered it“ a grand and 


liberal donation, and a noble condeſcenſian.!?. 


+ It will do, ſaid he, and will be finally ac- 
cepted. It may be 'mutually beneficial, by 
preſerving a religious Magiſtracy, and a 


of the civilians towards the clergy 3. and 


promote a friendly diſpoſition towards the 
College throughout the State.” * The event 


confirmed the exaQneſs of his judgment. 
| The General Aſſociation of the State of 


Connecticut choſe Preſident Stiles one of a 

committee of four to the General Aſſembly, 
to ſolicit its ſanction of a general oontribu- 

ia Spun the oy, for the purpoſe 


of | 


* binds hn 5% Kad deecunt of this 
Revolution, in the Hlſtory of Yale — ſubjoined in 
the Appendlx, 


government. The Preſident, who had 
not expected ſuch propoſals from the Legiſ- 


agreeably impreſſed with the firſt view of 
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of ſuppurtingirliflionaries.to:the-new!:ſcttly 


ments, in. the northern und weſlern parts of 
me United States. The petition was grant- 


ed. Am Act was paſſed, authorifing contri-· 
butions for three years2: conſitlerable fums 


were raiſed and the Preſident acted as one 


df the ſtated committee of the General Aſ. 


ſociation, for the purpoſes of receiving the 
contributions, directing the miſſions, and 
ſettling accounts with the miſſionariet. He 
improved with pleaſure this favourable op- 
portunity of exerting his influence for the 
xviffulion' of religious knowledge, and for 
che early eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianichurches, 


a October he was elected a correſpond - 


ing member of the Maſſachuſetts Hiſtorical 


8 ert oi bas it el, 1 


„(i. ant eee 


{BIRTHDAY ABFLECTION, 


. «HAVING, this day, arrived to the end 
of the 6th year of my age, I have employ- 
ed it in .re-meditating the mereies of God 
av my life. Through the 

great goodneſe of God, my health has been 


vukderably mellorated, during the palt year; 


andy though: il apeompatſed with, frequen 
1 T4) xt} 2 YA 2s «x and 


1 
e 
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„ud threatening infirmities, I have been bet- 
f ter, this year, than for ſix years paſt. But 1 


am now arrived into real old age; and muſt 
ſoon expect to. finiſh the. tranſitory ſcene. 


; WH Every thing reminds me of my departure 
: WH hence. 1 continue, to a degree, in an un- 
comfortable and doubtful ſtate, as to my 
proſpects of immortality. Let, bleſſed be 
| WH God, I feel more and more eſtabliſhed. in 


my belief of the great and momentous things 
of religion. I think I have more religious 
comfort and ſerenity: I hope I am making 
ſome progreſs in the heavenly. and di tine 
life; and that it is my daily care, to live de- 
voted to God, and the Redeemer, whom, 
though I have not ſeen, yet, I think, I ar- 
dently love, and to whom I deſire to be 
devoted, for time and eternity.“ 8 


d A RESPECTABLE gentleman, of South- 


Carolina, wrote, about this time, to the Preſi- 


dent, on the ſubject of erecing « monument 
/ to the memory of John Dixwell, Eſquire, 
| but= 


one of Klug Charles“ Judges, W 
_ Bu „ 


% Tn bir or 


jel in New aft. THIS letter induced the 
Pitſſdent to beſtow/ partleular artetitibn to x 
favourite ſubject, the hiſtofy of the three 
(orien exiles, Whalley, Goffe, arid Dixwell 

© having been proſefibed as the murder. 
ers of the W a0 to Ameriek for an aſy⸗ 
lim. © 80 ptofourid u ſecreſy had been uni- 
formly obſerved concerning theſe unfortunate 
meh, (the mention of whoſe names, when 
Ung, might have exp6ſed them to death 
or the dlſco very of whoſe gra ves, when dend 
micht have rendered their aſhes Hable to vi 
dlation) as had occafioned the Rory of theit 
Adventures, and of thelt ſufferings, to be il. 
moſt Wholly unknown. The ſelect few, to 
whom the ſecret was originally entruſted, 
handed | down with ſingular eare, by verb 
tradition j and from the preſont living depoſ 
Rarles it remalned to be recovered, 
Contemplating with admiration the chat- 
aan ef men, Whem he confidered as the 
martyrs of liberty, the Preſident had, for 
many Yeats, been affiduouſly eellefting, in 
different parts of New«England, all the ne- 
flees of them which he could peffibly dif 
71 His addreſt was too (kilful, not to 
* en, He drew ent ſueh In- 


formation 
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have obtained · Still, howeyer, it was: . 
complete. 100 Said 

The reaſon; for feealy no longer pen 
ing, ſince the Independence of America had 
become eſtabliſhed, and the graves of the 
enemies of tyrants were ſure of protection, 


ing the hiſtory of theſe Judges became ſenſi 
bly diminiſhed, The taſk, which, twenty 
years befbre, would have been Impractlea- 
ble, was now undertaken with a proſpe& of 


Inveſtlization, and glowing with the loye of 
Liberty. * 


that probably ean be known, reſpeQing theſs 
exiles, together with the | Preſident's ſenti⸗ 
ments en evil liberty, may be gratified, by 
the peruſal ef his Hiſtory ef theſe three 
Judges, publiſhed in 199go 


Greek, twe letters of Dlenyfius the Areepa- 
gite, en the miraculous eellpſe of the fun, at 
the Saviour's eruelfixlen 3 and wrote a Dif 


ſertatlon, to proſe the ans: of theſo 
lettets, 


formation on the ſubject, as few others could, 


if not of veneration 3-the difficulty of obtain · 


ſueteſt, and furniſhed an agreeable oeeupa- 
tlon to a mind, pr ers. delighted with 


Whoever has the extloſity to know all : 


About this time, he tranſlated from: the 
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bly as I could expect. At times, I have had 
0 


Ietters, Theſe "manuſcripts, aud foie oth. 
er, Were found in tlie Preſident's cabinet, 
after his death, ſealed up, and directed to 
me för corteftion and publication.” | 


In the autumnal vacation, he viſited hiy 
_ children at Cunabrfück 


inst AE 7 5 
Of the unmerlted patience and long. 
ſuffering of God, another year has been 
added th to 1 days of the years of my pl. 


gflinage It has been a year & 
nd rather len lnflemity, and more tn. 


ꝗulllley, than ſeveral years paſt, I have ſub 


talned the earts and burdens of effice, as 


me Improving and very ſatlsfactqry views 
of divine things. had an agreeable 
viſit to my children at Cambridge, and to 
oſton and Newport ; and met a kind recep- 


tion among gentlemen of literature, and 


Ft 


my numerous acquaintance. ——The Col- 
lege is in @ good and regular Rate ; and! 


Ve lived to. ſee a new college edifice built 
ſince lat Jpring, J have bleſſings in my 


yh y, and abundant reaſon for gratitude to 


the 


P> reer 


r Es 
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the Moſt High, for continuing a life fo fin- 
ful. I defire renewedly to devote myſelf to 
God, and commit myſelf to his care, protec- 
tion, and bleſſing. 0 I be prepared for 
eternity.” | | 


AD, M. Doc, XCIV—-ArAr. LX VII. 
IN recent hiſtories of Hinduſtan, the 
Preſidetit found a few account of a colony 
of Jews at Cochin, en the eeaſt of Mala= 
bar, In the Eaft Tndie He had ſeen and 
examined the Fae Simile of a publle edit, 
of ſome ef the Malabar prinees, er chazter 
of liberties and privileges granted te and 
holden by them, written In the Hebrew let- 
ter, and engraven on metal plates, which. 
ſhewed that the Hebrew writing and char» 
after continue among them to this day. 
Long defirous of aſcertaining the ſacred 
chronology, ſo diverſely given in the He- 
brew, Septuagint, and Samaritän copies of 
the Old Teſtament, he judged that the ſub- 
ject might receive ſome illuſtration from 
theſe Jews, It appeared to him not improb- 
able, that they have a copy of the Pentateuch, 
in 


as found in the Pentateuch of Cochin; and, 


that coaſt, the Preſident judged he would be 
able to effect the deſired object. Having 
pointed out what particular parts of the 


906 Ine ee 


In Hebrew and that this has been tranſml:. 


ted and preſerved among them, an was that 
of the ny from: the Ames of Bal. 
Wan eler. 5 | N 
Having lately procured the Gentva Law. 
and the Differtations ef Sir William — 
Prefident of the Aﬀatie Seelety; which be 
had read with peeullar delight 3 It now 96: 
eutted te him, that this learned! and Inqulſ. 
tive Orlentaliſt would readily undertake the 
enquiries which he wiſhed. mlght be proſe 
euted, He, accordingly, addreſſed him, on 
the ſubject, in 4 Ny! dated- the 1 of 


auß. 


He eaptelte 6 a great WIR to te E 


copy of the patriarchal ages and chronology, 


with his uſual politeneſs. of addreſs, aſks Sir 
William's kind offices, in obtaining fur him 


this gratification. Though Cochin is at ſome | 


diſtance from Bengal, yet, by the aſſiſtance 
of ſome of his learned connexions, viſiting 


Pentateuch he wiſhed to be copied, he ex- 


_ a: deſire to have them In the very 


character 


e e 23) £2 os 


manuſbrlpte, whether the preſent Hebrew 
Jetter, er of another orlental palebgraphy j 
and te know Whether their eopy was obtains 
ed from the medern Jews, er whether they 


have been poſſeſſed of It In anther line of 


derivation from the days ef Nebuehadneszar. 
He wicked, alſo, for a lift of any and all st- 
er books ef the Old Teſtament, in their poſ- 
foffion, of this original devivatian, i) He 
jtitlged it not improbable, that they have the 


beokf of Joſhua, Job, the Pſalms, and, per- 


haps, the writings of Solomon, 4 gt. Thom- 


Pſalms at the court of an are at 
Cranganore, near Cochin.” 


F. # . | 1 


to the Samaritan” Pentateuch, he fixes the 
diſperſion at Babel, when the origination of 
all nations commenced,” to be 3,000 years 
before the Chriſtian era; To this ſubjoin- 
Ing 1790, or 1800, we have 4800, coming 
up 'riedrly to the Caliyith.® The Samar 
tun ean furniſh another 100, if neceſſary, 


N the Cookin Mm ſhould my this, 


TT 


'% Yee the Note fn * * here on 
ſame meuning at 
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cherscter in which they are found lu the 


as found a Hebrew damſel ſinging Hebrew 
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it would be, in his view 4 ne 5 
Kaan a ants, e e | pas! 1» 
he active mind of the preſident thr 
n6t bo limited to a fingle enquiry. . He be- 
heved that the very ancient and--extenſive 
nations of the Eaſt were itv- poſſeſſion of 
vaſt treaſures of literature ;. and while, for 
many years, he hall regretted that their hif- 
tory and learning had been ſo long negled- 
6d, he had availed himſelf of all poſſible 
means of information on the ſubject. But, 
Aitherto, he had ſtood alone. Having now 
vommeneed an oriental diſquiſition, with a 
fair proſpect of ſucceſs, he dwelt on it with 
= glow of pleaſure, of Which few minds 
could have been equally ſuſceptible. Ad- 
renden himſelf to one, who, to uſe his 
own expreſſion, was. © like-minded,” he fo- | 
Kcited of him ſach various reſearches in the WW ©! 
eaſt; as he had loop Wiſhed to ſee | ad tr 
cuted. r 1 | to 
It is Mei to find WI 1 che auſ- m 
pices of this eminent man, repeiting, with 


animated ue the fame WG, which 
he 


. Ibi . e. u e Gangem OE et vid _ 
 cognitionis ditifimi amplitſimique ab oculis Europe» 
rum--celati latent, Inaug. Orat. 


44 


autl 
po 
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ba had unſuceeſafuliy made, . nearly . thirty 
years before, In ſome manuſcript letters, 
—— by the Moravian brethren, at Sam 
repta, on the river Volga, a little above A,. 
tracan, he. found, that the Calmuc Tartars, 
in thoſe regions, have prieſts and writings, 
in great abundance ;- that they ſeem to be 
of, a derivation from the northern regions of 


Tibet, uſe the Tangutiſh language, and 


write what they call the Mongulian charac 


ter; that, though they live in a wandering, 
and harbarous manner, they are; far from 
being an unlettered people. but make uſe of 
letters and writings almoſt as freely as the 


Arabians, Perſees, and. A Fabu- 


lous ag are their accounts eee e 


of che hiſtory of che world, he judged that 
they have a mythology, ooſmagony. ang. | 
chronology, of a derivation, which cannot, be 
traced to the Scriptures, nor, he ſuſpeQed, 
to the Brihmans ; and that ſome lights 
might, perhaps, be obtained Fg 991 en- 
* people, and 1 Th 

& « Indeed „ adds he, — | bope the 
= ardour for inveſtigatioh and dif dor. 
ery will not give out, until we ſhall haye. 


accompliſhed the etamination. of all nations, 


Ss and 


0 06 1 


mquecus globe; und until all the literature, 


have been collected, and delivered over in- 
0 che treifirty ef the Repnblic of Letten, 
we common! participation and benefit of 


labour, in your two volumes of Diſſeru- 


tion of the geienees, "und the « 
the 


che Geſcendakbts of dme Ten Trlbes, rekindied 


% PER DIE O 
and mm unfrerſet perlüſtratzen of the tet 


arid Hiftory, urid laws, of all/Hatlone,' fill | 


All mankind. N It A 11. 11. 2 
de I thls view" be ofithitnes, pou rien 
tremely teaſed, auf even raviſhedt with tbe 


few Hterer) dültitntion of the Society at 
Cilevttz. 


Wich great delight have I read 
and feaſted upon fome fruits of their learned 


tions; atid anticipate; with the moſt pleaſe 
ing wid iffured confidence, the augmenta- 
ent of 
"of Man, by their literary 
reſearches, and liberal communications.” 
A Hetil" of M. Vatiſittatt, with/a note 
of Sit Willlitn' Jones,“ fendering it qa 
ble; "that the Arghans, about Khndahar, are 


an urdeftt deſtre, Which the Prefident had 
hlt 4 more thorough and 


nud müny years, 
effeftual ſearch ſhould be made after thoſe 


BY eee ben the 'prophocteh, he hid 


Ed, LD TE 
Pres * i + BO. 
4. 3 | 


ges page 159. 


PRESIDENT STHLES, agy 
| godoybt of their future .of 
tha re- aſſembling of the whole Twelva Tribes 
into the Holy, Land, (Every pact, of the 
terraqueous: globg, he abſerwaer has boon 
ſo thoroughly tyavelled,! and examined; that 
we know they are Rot tacky found in Eu 
rope, Africa, America, nor in (AF! park gf 


| Caſpian Seal and the, empire of . China, and 
north af India and ban — 
don che extenſive terri 


— fp rn 0 ud Th 
— {ome :perſage pf Hebrew 


nation character, who way aliſeoner. ſugh 
national diſtinguiſhing. trans n Fl Sik 
ET 
count, I doubt not, a af. H 
2 of the Ten Tribes eur ſituatian, In 
the oniental countries, gives, vou an * 

tage for the proſecutian of this geſear 
und 1 hape for more huts af your! R 
tles on this ſuhject, \ 96114 A Aen. $1 TY 
The Zodiac, and much ef aſtronomyj\he 
2 to be antedlluvian | a 

7 a 


—— ——— — —— 
1 


ſices made by the obeliſks, wherein the 
ſame thing would be found. The ancient 
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from' early antiquity. Atlas was not the 
firſt that carriet the heavens upon his ſhouk 
dero. The ftars, from the beginning, were 
ſikeec on the globe from actual obſervations 


of their appulſes to the graduated meridian, 


heir 'right''aſcenſions, | and their latitudes, 
viddedlinations' Within five hundred years 
from the flood, the ' preceſſion of the equi- 
nomes or folſtices, muſt have been ſtrongly 
noticed by obſerving nations... Had we the 
1900 years obſervations of the Chaldeans, 
which Alexander found at Babylon, and 
which Calliſthenes feat to Ariſtotle, IL doubt 


not we ſhould find notices of the equinoxes 
and ſolſtices among the fixed ſtars, at a much 


exrher'-period- than Hipparchus. The de- 
AruQion/ of the Alexandrian Library has 
Toft all the Egyptian obſervations of the ſol- 


European. nations knew little or nothing of 
Aſtronotuy . We are leſt, therefore, to 
ou * — China, and perhaps 
Siam, 


2 


chat reſearches in the Eaſt might ſerve to 
throw light on this ſcience India, as well 
25 Chaldea and Egypt, had the celeſtial 
| ſphere" decorated with che conſtellations, 


„ RR «a -_ Ke a am ODXcMM.T = 


5 ge 
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Siam for the preſervation of any uncient 
obſervations; in point to this purpoſe. 


Having given, in the form of ſuppoſitions, 


his own' idea of the origin and progreſs bf 
Religion, Language, Writing, Agriculture, 
the mechanic Arts, and the liberal Sciences, 
and the reaſons of his hypotheſes, in a dif 
euſſion which diſcovers his profound knowl- 


« Upon the ſtatement of theſe ſuppoſitions, 
it may be thought worthy of the enquiry and 
reſearches of the Literati; whether all the 
original notitiæ of theſe things are irrecover- 
ably loſt. The Weſt has been thoroughly 
ſearched ; you will look for them in the 
at. ieh „ teen et „ Anl. 
Speaking of the 'primevat knowledge; 
which he conceived to have been tranſmitted 


don to poſterity from the patriarchal age, 


he ſays, It has been, for the ſubſtance of it; 


preſerved to theſe ages. There have beef 


reſurrections, flouriſhings, and evaniſhings; 


places and 2 Sometimes à Ptolemy has 
revived it; ſometimes an Ulugh Beg 
Sometimes ende has flouriſhed at Heliop- 

olis 1 n ſometimes at Chaldea 


and 


— —_ 
— 


or declenſions, of this Literature, in different 
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and kate 31 ſometimes; at Samareand and 
Benares | But the original erudition has, 
for ages, been mixed with ſa many human 
hypotheſes, and fiQtitious/improveraents, that 
it now requires the, rigidity of 1a ohymical 
proceſs, to analyze and recover the original 
principles of firſt derived knowledge. But 
the analyſis is worthy the labour ; and gold 
is to be en ws: Wy ta reward gur 
toil.” Yo | MM VOTE 
b Ace . nes of the letter, at 
adequate view of which cannot here be giv- 
en, — paragraph i 18, at once, illuſ- 
trative of its deſign, and of the literary 
W of its author. b 
„Long have 1 experienced; that 1 could 
abt fins any man who would go with me 
the lengths, in theſe enquiries, -which 1 
wiſhed. Long have I found, that 1 ou 
not proceed in them alone; mione-el 
for want of materials to Aen. And, 8 
fore, with ineffable pleaſure and delight, have 
I laſt found, that your Society has taken 
the matter up in earneſt, with an immediate 
ſucceſs, and with a happier proſpect, than has 


erer hitherto 7. 12 the learned world, 
"Wh 
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But much yet been The 'Turtariany 
Seythinn; and Badtrian hive is. yet more 
thoroughly to be ſearched and explored. 
Perſia, India, Tibet, Siam, China, are not 


half ſtudied — ne harveſt re- 
Ki, e ein en. 1 tht mains 5 | 
1 "TRL 2 


: 1 Dr: Watſon, Rüben of Landa, whoſe. 


uſeful and elegant publications are highly eſtimated on 
both fites of the Atlantic, entertained ſimilar ſentimehts : 

«We yet krow nothing, or next to nothing, of the treaſ· 
ures eee but, from what we do know, 
the is no reaſpn why we ſhould. be deterred from en- 
deavonring to know more. We owe Algebra entirely 
to the Indians, or Arabians. Chymiſtry, Medicine, 'Nat- 
ural Hiſtory, Geography, and many of the moſt abſtract 
Sciences, are indebted to the Arabians, if not for their 


birth, at leaſt for their ſupport and protection, when they 


were abandoned by all the States of Europe. It is aid, 


that the, Arabians tranſlated into their own language, the 


moſt celebrated works of all other nations. If this be a 
fact, and the learned admit it as ſuch, have we not great . 
reafori to believe, that many monuments of Rombn, few 'Gre- 


ed in the Arabic 'tranſlations, though the. originals are 
irrecoverably loſt ? No language, not even the Grecian, 
after the conqueſts of Alexander, had ever ſo extenſive 4 
ſpread as the Arabic, after the victories of Mahomet.— 
* 1 N to enlarge on a ſubject well known t6 you, 
; nor will I remind you of the utility of the Oriental 
learning in the interpretation of Scripture ; it being” ab. 
knowledged, that the beſt commentators, either of ancient 


or modern times, from St. Jerome to the preſent Biſhop + 


of London, are thoſe who have been the moſt — 
With Hebrew, and the other ſiſter tongues.” 


cian, Egyptian, and Chaldean literature, may be preſery- 
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3% ͤ n nee, 
waing ; and the very Gleoninga,of the grajes. 
/ Ephraim may be better than the vintage of 
Abiager. Although Du Halde and the Jeſ- 
"uity, have given, us ouch; valuable infoma- 
tion of China, and Kœmfer of Japan, het 
much remains to be diſcovered, both of their 
policies and learning · I have great hopes 
from the Aſtronomers, who, laſt year, ac- 
companied the Ambaſſador, from the. King 
of England to che Emperor gf China; et. 
— 4 as I underſtand he is gone forth on 
a literary, as well as commercial and politi- 
cal, embaſſy. I- hope ſoon to ſee the fur- 
ther publications of the Calcutta Society. 1 
long ardently for a further acquaintance 
with the writings of Vyaſa, the Plato 
, of b and of Buddha, ay, of We 
Siameſe.” 
This literary epiſtl, — wk more 
chan 70 pages in quarto, e was ſent to Calcut- 
ta, ſoon after it was written, directed to the 
” care of the Honourable Suetonius Heatly, 
© "Eſquire, chief judge. of appeals at, Decca, 
a Bengal, a gentleman with whom, in early 
life, the Preſident was acquainted. But, 


. v it renches ne Mr. Heatly, and 
\ 00 


PRESIDENT ST HES. 337 
the beit Sir Wiltam Jones, were nö 


more.“ „ NN „ 
The letter, Bote was not neglectödl. 
Anthotty Lambert, Eſquire, he adminiftratopb . 
of Mr. Heatly's eſtate, and à member of the 10 
Aſiatic Society, tool particular care to for- ih, 
ward it to the Preſident of the Society, WhO 
cauſed it to be read at the firſt meetin 8 after 
its receipt. Mr. Lambert wrote a very po- 
lite letter to Preſident Stiles; which reached 
_ Ms 1 855 44.10, | AR . 
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Sir William! Jones died An 357 1794. af "the pre- 
mature age of 48. 4 Endowed: by nature with a mind of 
extraordinary vigour, he, by unwearied induſtry, aided bg 
ſuperior getiius, ſucceſsfully explored the Hidden ſources | 
of Oriental ſtience and literature; and his attainmenti in 

this intereſting branch of learning were en as to place, 

him far beyond all competition, the moſt eminent Orien- 

tal ſcholar in this, or perhaps any other age. Un · | 

like many other literary characters of the age, Sir Wil- 
liam was a ſincere and pious Chriſtian ; inſtead of labour- 3 

ing, by his writings, to propagate the docrines of infi- SIN, 
delity, as has been à favourite practice with ſome modern 
philoſophers of reputation, he was deſirous to lend the | *. 
ſcriptures his utmoſt ſupport ; and, in one of his lateſt 1993 1 
annual diſcourſes to the Aſiatic Society, he In 
done more to give validity to the Moſaic hiſtory. . ; 
che creation than the ee of any eee | 
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338 THE LIFE OF 
New- Haven a few months after his 4 
D 
* Profeſſor Wales, bene for two years 
paſt, been afflicted with an epilepſy, to ſuch 
a degree as to incapacitate him for the duties 

of his office, cloſed the ſeene of his ſuſſer- 
ings, and of his life, on the 18th of February. 
This event was tenderly affecting to the 
Preſident, who had ſeen the meridian glory 
of this eminent man; and who had equally 
Wane his dure and 222 12 friend- 


pw pe Ou] 

* bet ; 2 E 7 tuned: Its, | 
Ba 33ttar(ts 7 Fs _ Calcutta, Dee. 45 1795 
; "On, 


A* "Admldifirat6r to the eſtate of my müch lamented 
bl, the late Mr. Heatly, I had the honour to receive 
and forward to the Preſident of the Afiatic Society, 
ur learned Addreſs to the late Bly William Jones, re. 
eteing the Jews of 'In8ia) and the (probability of their 
We br an original Hebrew copy of the Pentatevch, 
4 Your letter was read ft the firſt meeting of the Society, 

ho  tecelpt; and will be anfwered by Blr John Shore, 
(v6 Ii at prefent the Preſident) us don as he receive 
feplies 66 the enquiries he has dlrected to be made at 
„ Eothin and Cranganore, reſpecking the points which your 

laudable seal wiſhes to have ate —A's It may bt 


* — — before you eun Feevive the defired Information 
he ht it might be ſatisfa@tory £6 you, te know, thit 
„ 9 "A addreſs ha@ been depoſited amenzzſt the Reſtarchb 


Jef ihe Seele and that every aktentlen had been po 
to. | ER 
„ 
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31 He was an excellent preacher; and, by 
bis diſtinguiſhed abilities, in union with ex- 
emplary piety, he added luſtre and dignity 
to the theological chair, Hie diſcourſes 
were the reſult of cloſe thought, and labo- 
rious ſtudy, Methodical, without ſtiffneſs; 
clothed in language chaſte and nervous; 3 
and pronounced with a ſingular ſolemnity 
and energy; they were admirably adapted 
to the purpoſes of inſtruction and perſua- 
ſion.— Thoſe ſtudents who ſat at the feet of 
the Profeſſor, with the preſent writer, will, 
with him, drop a tear to the memory of this/ 
_ venerable teacher, to whom they are indebt- 

ed for inſtructione, than which, 6 ad- 
dreſſed to them ay ſtudents in theology, or 
| as immortal beings, none could be more 
worthy of a perpetual remembrance, 

At the Profeſſor's funeral, the Reverend 

Dr. Dana preached a Sermon, and the Pres- 
dent pronounced a Latin oration, 
One of the ſtydents* having ſuddenly fallen 
a vlctim to « malignant diſorder, which had” | 
now n epldemleal, and moftal; among 


„ 


the 


* A yok of promiting hopes; the ofly ehild of my 

Mich reſpetted friend; the Reyerend Mr Backus, 

gemers. Friendfhip weeps at the reeollediion of the! 
quiſite Parental ſorre w, belted by = 4 premaaturd 
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the inliabitants of New-Haven, and excited 


a general alarm; the Preſident, April 24, 


diſmiſſed the ſtudents, informing them, that 


ſuch as ſhould remain might receive the uſual 


This event gave an opponanity for A new 


proof of the affectionate attachment of his 
diſtant friends. Alarmed at the impending 


danger, they wrote to him, foliciting his 


immediate attention to himſelf and his fami- 


ty;-and cordially preſenting them an afylum. 


Newport, emboſoming a flock, which could 
never forget a beloved paſtor, and Saybrock, 


the, reſidence! of a teſpectable and much 
eſteemed kinſman,* were foremoſt in this 


benevolent. office, | How wonderful the 
proviſion and care of Providence for me and 


my family,” writes the Preſident, * in ex- 
citing this kind | attention of 1850 former 


friends 1755 


His family, however, en 11 town, | 
rl the prevalence of another epidemic diſor- 
der; 


»The Reverend Mr. Devojion, the held a regular 
and affectionate correſpondence with Dr. Stiles; for many 


| years, 


_ inflructions'; and diſcontinued the regular 
exereiſes of e till 5 3 _ 
proaching vacation. 
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der; which, in Auguſt, ſucceeded⸗ tlie for⸗ 


8. The ſtudents were 


found a ready reception among their friends. 
The diſeaſe was ſo far abated in September, 
that the commencement was rag cel 


eee wine ode ns „eg dee eld T 


re ak + (alurary efficts of the We 
don at Vale College, was an enlargement of 


the fund for the Profeſforſhip- of Mathe- 


matics and Natural Philoſophy. To the 
great relief and ſatisfactlon of the Preſident; 
this important office, the principal labours of 
which' had long devolved on him, nowy be- 


| came: filed. Joſiah Meigs, Eſquire,” whb 
had given ample proof of his'talents in this 
department of ſcience, while in the tutorſhip; 


and by a ſeries of philoſophieal lectures, des 
livered afterward” in the College chapel, was 
elected to the Profeſſorial chair. On the Ath 
of December, the Preſident, in a Latin ru“ 
tion, inducted him into office; and'ddlivefed 
him the keys of the philoſophy” chamber, 
and of the apparatus. 


* 9 0 * 


g $6. : 19 IS 
WE rs 1h f WONT. Du 
1:90 


— { * 1 £ — 4 
Fay 


mer, and, hike” that, made great: devaſtation 
among the inhabitan 
again diſmiſſed; e Preſident's family 
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fulneſs; though avocations prevented this 
is filled with abundant experience of the 
laſt year, He hath been pleaſed to favour 


of the latter preceding years. I have been 


fever, which raged in this city, eſpecially in 


duced 63 deaths out of 160 patients, In 
the Spring, the ſcarlet fever raged, and was 
very mortal. The mortality here, the year 
-paſt, has exceeded any thing in memory. 
Above the twentieth part of the citizens have 
died this year. And yet God hath preſerved if n 
me and my family. My daughter Mary 1s de 
ſtill living, though in a lingering debilitated ir 
fe; yet, I have reaſon to hope, with a iſ 8 


C Au 1 My: ROT: has made 
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| MITEPC REPLECTION. | 


0 « YESTERDAY 1 entered on the 68th | 
year of my earthly pilgrimage, with, I hope, 
ſerious, as certainly with affecting thought. 


anniverſary memoir till to day. Every year 
protecting goodneſs of the Almighty. The 


me with rather more health than in ſeveral 


preſerved, and all my family, through the 
dangerous contagious ſickneſs of the yellow 


Auguſt, September, and October, and pro- 


ſatictified improvement of her long pro- 


1 
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public profeſſion of religion, and joined the 
church. My ſon Iſaac has been abſent at 

ſea above a twelve-month, and is now in 

Europe, ——l have, at times, had clear | 
views of divine things, and more comfort in 
religion, in ſome reſpects, this year than 
ever in life. I commend myſelf; my 
family, the College, Sec. to God's protection 
and bleſſing. Oh andy: 1 be N * 
ee 8 
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4 9. NCS x. rar. VI 
- THE learned Mr. Ebcling, Profeſſor of 
Hiſtory, and of the Greek language; in the 
Great College in Hamburgh, preſented-bim 
with his Geography and Hiſtory of Amer- 
ica; accompanied with a letter ſoliciting in- 
« ter 2 the State of Connee- 
ticut.“ The Preſident replied to it, in 
March, giring him as much of the hi- 
tory of that State, © as his avocationg, and 
inceſſant labougs of office, would admit. 
ü inen and of the 


Some judgment;of;b 
Fi" | AF < 35 #7 F] * ing hh 4 facility . 


at eee of C Sa. nr 
liſhed; An indefatigable and faithful hiſtorian, the Rev- 


| crend De, W enen the chaſm. 
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facility with which he wrote owlherary ſub. 
jecte may be formed from this compoſition, 


which conſiſted of elghty-ſix quarto pages, 


and was written in ſuch fragments of time, 


as he redeemed, in four weeks, under the 


preſſure of his multiplied profeſſi onal duties, 
Profeſſor: Ebeling, in his letters, to one of 
his American correſpondents, (Reverend Mr, 
Bentley) ſpeaks of “the greateſt. obligations 
to. Dr. Stiles, his. late worthy aud uncoms- 
monly, obliging correſpondent,” 172 


n thexſt- of May, he commenced the: | 


ſemi-annual examination of .the Students, 
and, on the 5th, announced the adjudiea- 


tien. On the th, he examined the candi· 
dates for Dean Berkeley's premium.“ The 
Prqfeſſor and Tutors dined at bie bouſs, on 


him leiſure. for wading and ſtudyc; and in 
hig Literary Diary, ſeveral pages arp written, 
after this date, containing verbal information 
_ from. a traveller, who had viſſted Egypt. 
- Joppa, the Holy Land, and other parts "of 
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this oconſion, and remarked nee 
of his aceuſtomed vivavity and energy. The 
vacation, which began the ſame day, ere 
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„But uit Gitthly/purſults have chelr umi 5 
und we — no redched the boundaty'i 25 all 
ſigned ' che literary career of thle.emnen⁰, 
man \Reſeatchiss into the nature W 0 
of r Mberty are now to be enchänged, 
fr the contemplatibn and enjoyment 6 mu 
/ glotioiis {iberty. ofthe ont f G \Human/ 
languages will ho longer be acquired e 
bono ſudyF for they Hall give place fo. 
thee): s of -angelr, Philoſdphy and A. 
| trondmy will ne longer requlge a Nenteod v: 

— Ukiſtrationss for their and Tretefſes * 

be intuitively explored; - Theology will * + 

8 be <&verbd with à vel, impengttüble : 
- to'finiite-viſlon4 for Gor] de pri 
 oftiis deine Nience, ſhall he. Ice and d 
tetuplateſ h as Ae 1% The darkneſi t * 
bamün knowtedgs-will bos diſpelled y the”. 
ſpendvur of heavetily Ight,“ Iinperfecibes 
fel malt cailt hem the unt ie 
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” p18 finer was nvenad6d; in the ede 
en, en the following Thurkday, whenthe * 
| Reverend Dr. . 


R re lr A rue | 
tate; abs of u well f portioned foftn. A 
eye were of a dark grey coldur;j Ae 
moment of contemplatlon, ſingularly” penies 
taking. Flies voice wis eleix ind ec 
His countenance, Eſpecially in cotiverſitis! 15 Fo. 
| wht expreſſive of mlddnel. and benigtey1 , 
beer oeerhen egulred, It betatme he ins 
der of waſely and author 
th elk of his ame +; 7 
ſpeclal ene of für Health, he was pridantly of 
attentive, alas hie malle A bach . 
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_ ED LEN uſing-065aſions I 
* ally a few ſimple medleines, he was, by ts 
1 , Wikis vine bleſſing, enabled, with but very finall | 
interruptions, to apply himſelf aifiduouſly to 
Rudy; and to dlicharge the various Autien of 
{public and. of domeſtio Ufa. To MO 
bare, under Providence, we ars much Indebt- 
| Ke ed for the prolongation af hlt ſyccefifyl | 
aden and of of his ur Us Yn Dung 
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 Wakefii! night. At theſe fleepleſe ſenſory” - 
| Ie roſe from hie bed and repaired to bb, , 
h where he either peruſed ſome r 
ede 6r, ty evrimonly, walked en hou? 
ortws; abſorbed in contemplation, In ſome 
ſuen Inſtances he went abroad, to wine 
heaven, and i kindled' his de votlem at tte 
| Rats" -I euſtemed hlmſolf to u 
„ eereiſo of walking in the open ale , and ww 
3 \ Wie walked within doors; In e 
plate manner, eſpeolally on ur M . 
3 and on the Lord's day,” |, 
„le palliona were naturally Aa; 1 
» Ip tuen "but he attälned an 1 . 
2 them, by prayerful and N. 
ence. | Proof of this are derfved tom. 
* partleufar conduck, when put to the weft 
, 5 Bs wall us reh the genetul - 
+ on of his deportment. On dhe revep! lon 
"of {nfurſes," he was patlent and * 
 - and fool, peculiar, Pals to 19 
# atlon with wa, who, hwving 5 
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1 *. private bibanour In Gch Jnftanon, | 
- buigted a ſuperlorliy to inſult, and the diving 
- tyrhper /of- Chriſtian fargiveneſs, | Sometimes 
_ harbrldfly recorded: the. Lojury. In his Diary, 
and, wkbout one... acthmoniaue. refleRion, 
nude i ſuhſervlonii to pew — Fg 
© knowledge and virtue 4:0bſerving, with one 
\ bits ancients; 19% kao 1 e * d 
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nong leſt his company without delightful im: ir 
ee His ſoclety was highly agreeable, i v 
and hen fie bock Jeave of company, al Pr.: Fc 
. "ceived avoid; which their OY could not i 1. 
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u Mever — Wy In 0. 
ſiortlons, or deciſions ) while he freely eg. 
ſforod le own ſentiments, he Itened, wt 
- eandour,/ to tho ef others Am atlvocute” 
for-rational and free enquiry; he always en- 
_ coutaged freedom of diſcuſſion, on Ilterury; 
polkical, and religious ſubjeQs.—An ardent” 
friend to liberty, civil and religious, (as theſs' 
memoirs have amply. ſhewn) he oppoſed 
the oppreſſions of tyranny, and aſſerted the 
 rights"of man, wih uniform and enlight- | 
ed zeal, . 
andy Auch *. dle Intereſts of 


ing uc Mell e e thelr proge: 
'"next"to-Enthuſiaſm, 8 g © 
2 metods ef promoting uſeful A 

ede ß y hic gave ſore offence, hie obſerved, 
inalluſidfto'an apoſtolic exprefion+ lt Not. 
witlanding every way knowledge” ie ths" 
creuſed. eee rejoice,” yea, and ill 
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karo made ſo rent pregreſe in the know 
«dge'of the Samaritan, Chaldee, Syriac, and 


Arbe.“ “ On the Perſte and Coptic he be» 
towed ſome attentlon, The French ho read 
with facllity. But hle — too 


mere linguiſt. He was well verſed in 
moſt branches:of mathematical knowledge, 
Ja |-philoſophy-and aſtronomy be exe 
| celled.” + With the exception of ſuamd lite 
exature;.'aftrogomy: Was bie favourite ſci - 
enge. | have-known no man,” ſays ble 


| elegant panegyriſt: . expreſs ſo ſublime and 


magnificent conceptions: of the msjeſty of 


God, as ehibited in the works ef creation.” 


Elie was familiarly % acquainted with the 


cient and modern nations. 1 The treaſures 
. of ancient hiſtory: were made his own, by 


. diligent inveſtigation, facilitates by his | 


n z and 


Aalen his | 


— opaic, Ho ad ee 


knowledge. . His hiftorieat in 
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 _PRASIDENT! STILES, way 
antiquity. Thoſe who make the allertiom. 
ought to convince the world, that they have 
as thorough a knowledge of undoubted and 
authentle hiſtory as he had. He had trave 
elled to a great height in the aſcent of ſain 
ence ; his ſcientific horizon was” vaſtly ex» 
tended ; thoſe in the vale beneath could by: 
no means be proper judges of the praſpes 
that preſented neg to "His: Foe! r 
tal viſion .“ 

4.6 Theology was bis od freinds 
To perfect himſelf in this voa the ultimate 
am and object to Which hie vaſt and vari- 
ous ſeientific attainments were directed ani 
devoted. Whatever had a tendeney to cons 
firm the evidences of natural and revealed. 
religion, to aſſiſt our conceptions af the di- 
vine nature, or enable us to underſtand mora 
dearly the diſcoveries made by revelatian,” Þ; 
engaged his ſerious and attentive regard 
Ho had read extenſtvely the warb of dis 
ves in various languages, and very ew 
have had ſo thorough and perfect acquaints. 

uk va the —_—— af the * of the: 
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56 AE ver ur- 


unn he was much delighted, and with choſe 
.- che Proteſtant Difſerners 6 the lat 


Auntur y. Ruit s bad over os n 
- His religious ſentiments, as he produced 


in the ſtudy: of diwinity, were generally, as 


ff eh „ De i er 


* 


Qurtſtian church. N But he 


_ plieitty —— — 
urtieles of his 'falth by human authority 
_ *He thought and judged for himſelf, with 


«- froedoin- and" independence worthy of 4 
Philoſopher and à Ghriſtian. t Not cons 


ors, who bad lived before him, and whofe 
wriitings:had been neglected for the ſingu- 


anailed himſelf of their labours, to increaſe 


he ſtock of his theological : knowledge, 
With the writing of the Proteſtumt Reform- 


may have been peroelved, very fimilar tu 
thuſo of Calvin — an inſtance, among others, 
Which ſhewe the error of an 
uſeful veriter, In aſſerting, that & they, who 
(Nil retaln the doctrines of Calvin, do not 


breathe all the, ſweetneſt of flety. UH 


den. e. was * e 


n n; . Funeral Oratlon,' © "4 Iblg." 
wo Benngt's Letters, | | 


Jarity': or; uiicoutimeſs.] of their ſtyle , be 


engaging and 


IDN sr 18 L 


bons the Striprates to which he always ug 
pealed;-as:to\ infallible-oracles 37and his ſais 
red rtverence for cheir diftates, united with 
great independence. of — 
him to call us man father on darth 
If a thorough ſtudy of the Script: 
| their original Janguages, a3 — 
tranſlations 3 a familiar acquaintance wih 
the:Rabbinical writings: 1 2 .comprehenfive 
knowledye of eccleſiaſtical. hiſtory;: and of 
the various ſyſtems of: polemical and poſitive 
divinity; maintained in the fucceſſive ages 
of: the! Chriſtian church 1 joined [\witly 
deep contemplation; fervent: devotion ant 
d: pious life, conſtitute a:great di vins - 
roms: to have had a-juſt claim to dh 


| | of be. eee en pro thay p3FÞ © 

Fer ke en acquiſitions of knowl- 
edges he was indebted to u mind dt ones 
.aQtive and comprehenſive-; to a memory 
quick to receive, and falthful to retuln 3 and 
to a diligence patlent and Indefutigable. No 
difficulties; however formidable, deterred 
kim from purſulng, to their extent, Rate. 
er reſearches he judged' worthy of a mut vf 
ſelenee.— Though he read with rapidity, he 
read with heedful attentiony and made 


1 
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valuable, he copied ita moſt intereſting paſ 


 MGgevifito his Literary Diary. If his own, 
he wrote in the margin ſuch remarks as o 
ourred to him in the peruſal. Here are queſ« 


tions concerning the. juſtneſs of an opinion; 


doubt, or denials, of what is alleged ug a fat, 


cartections of errors 3 and notes of particu · 
lar approbation. He always carried « 
pencil in hie pocket, and a ſmall-quarto ſheet 
of blank paper, doubled lengthwiſe, on 
which he minuted every notioenble occur- 


tence, and uſeſul information, When he 
travelled, he carried ſeveral blank ſheets, 
folded in the ſame manner, and applied them 


to the ſame purpoſe. When theſe memo 


ively, compoſe four curious volumes of 


Itineraries, proferyed in his cabinet of man- 


uſeripts. 3 Ne 


and complacency, at once amiable and dig- 
Ab he © Save his attention to all 260 
A Ede S 2 a. 


himſelf maſter of the ſubject.) AF che book 


was nat his own, and eſpeclally if rate and 


randa formed materials ſufficient for a vol - 
ume, he had them bound; and they. ny 


His treaſury 9 was 9 iy 4 
riched by a familiar intercourſe with the di- 
verfified claſſes of mankind. With a.candour. 
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of - whatever quality, talents, or education. 
Ne juſtly concluded that curious or imports 
ant information might be gained even from 
the illiterate ; and, wherever it was to be ob- 
tained, he ſought and ſeized it.“ Hie cor- 
reſpondence, Which was as reſpectable as it 
was extenſive, was à rich fource of intelll- 
gence and improvement. The American 
names, Franklin, Aliſon, Winthrop, Chaun - 
cy, Hutchinſon, Adams and Jefferſon j and 
the European names, Furneaux, Lardnerg 

Price, Macauley, Erſkine form a venerable 
aſſemblage j aud theſe, among numerous oths. 
mot geſpecability and diltinguiſhed, merit. 
were in the-liſt of his correſpondent -- 
While: he was venerated in America ſor 
his knowledge and piety ; he was * acknowl- 
edged by men of genius and learning, both 
in England and Scotland, to have great wen 
for bis terary improvements 

Various Univerſities and Academies 4. 
| leted him as 6 proper ſuhject for their 
higheſt honours. The - Univerſity: of 
Edinburgh, the Colleges of Naſſau-Hall and 
nog” eee on nen =_ _ 


Letten of the Honourable Mr. Marchant, while in 
* to a friend i in America, . 


ed in Theology 
fütucted the u in 8 Hebferw a 2 tant 


gee of Doctor 1in-Divinity: Naſfu, abe 
— Doctor af Lawi. .The-Ameticas 


cut. Society bf Arts and Scienetsy| and the 


Maſſachuſetts Hiſtorical Society, 'choſe ** 
member of their. reſpective bodies. 
le love of letters, his urtommon 6. 
in the cirele of ſeience, jeined 

with tis" didactic tatents, happily qualified 
| kit for the vie of the prefideticy; 7 
"th" the diſcharie of this office,” he took? 
of the Sefiiot claſh, which | 


che patticulat © 
he iüftructed in eetaphiyli 
aud "civil policy, 
bbs, from which he 


taught theſe branches, 


were” Locke on the Human Underſtanding,” 
Paley's Moral Philoſophy, Prieftly n Tliſ⸗ 


roy,” gr rn Spit f Laws, att 


Vincents Poſſtlon of the Aſſembiy' Cat-" 
ehm. "Twice" itt the” week" the Ulath kalt 
ore eto] of extempor Can 


of forenſie diſputation; occaſionally, ay" 


logiſtic diſputation ; and on Satvrdays're . 


03 QI 7 "is. 10 


ry: * '| 1 5 
* * 3 2 "_ 
A 


— Anti.ind 8clencer, the —— 


And in theolopy:* The” 


b 
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| guige.mhich he: ſingularly admliedy and; 
which he wrote, and taught, with equal fu. 
cility and pleaſure, --—----On Thurſdays he 
delivered. a lecture on eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, 
Ou Saturdayn, atevening prayers in the.chap« 
el, he regularty expounded the Savoy Co- 
feſſion of Faith. On Tueſdays and Fridays, 
the, undeggradustes, in rotation, declaimed = 
before bim o fer evening prayers. in che 
2mmended, or eriticiſec, 
ue ling to 1 We 
Ig the! wp his F. 
1 2 Ire in the. 
"$1.7" YON; 2 (Proving. 
Rege 4 105 8 he, 8 14 5 h. tz. 
e rd prey ers 190 F, To e pul. 
ge f the ſtudents, wh. Hi ae. 
he paid a regular and exatt at- 
tente — i ves occaſions, he SPB 
day go Ws Ap, 1 the principal 
1 7 perſonally, preſent, to 
aid, the Pro. Bs hut 
N Progreſs | 


8, tor 
Feta 0 « fesch, 
im to learn, with 4 
preciſion, 


progreſs, 


preciſion, the hotabt, and the characheg 
of exth ſtucent, before he left the un 
With fingular advantage; therefore; he 
adapt himſelf te every one, as hie gendes, 
temper, and eondu@, required, ' The dil. 
bent he commended f the fſlethfu! he ry- 
roved j thoſe, who united genus with ap- 
plication, he applauded; -' On all he way 
16 X to {mpreſs a high ſenſe of the value 
undd importanee of their academie privileges, 
Wulle he thus aimed to call“ every ingen- 
"tots pafſlon to the ald of learning, be incl. 
cated diligence and fidelity, by the foletiin 
ab ity ſanctions of religion. TO en- 
gage the ſtudents to a religious life; was, the 
mou an object of his affiduous"erileny 
Rey of his conſtant prayers, © He veiled 
"Utraſelf of ſuch opportunities, 'as' were fir- 
„ Hiſhed dy fickneſs, by by the lofs of parents, or 
friends, or eben by his daily"! intercourſe wit 
1 te inctilcate the importance c 
a ri d 
bim for inſtructic 


ter glving him the lefited affiftricie, Be Ger- 


ved: Ham vety ready to affit ny pupfb, 
In heir Purſujt of human knowledge; but 
aun more deſirou that wey mould ſvek aſter 
ah 1 divine 
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os knowledge,” He then gently and 
allbRlenatuly counſelled him, not to be un» 
 mladful of the things of rellglen ; and rec 
ended to kim, an immediate entrance 
ena courſe ef virtue and plety. The coune 
fl was unenpected, but not unwelcome. 
Delivered with paternal tenderneſa, it could 
um but be gratefully xeceived ; and, it left an 
'\tpreſſion, which was never afterward eraſed. 
To this ſpecimen numerous others might he 
alded, of his Chriſtian fidelity to the immor- 
tal intereſts of the ſtudents committed to his 
centre, He. uſed often to ſay 1 „ with ta 
e victuous and religious College, as well 
#8 8.learacd ,one,”————By ſuch une 52 
| Prooks of his ſincere regard to the beſt h. 
 ; pings 1 70 pupils. he ; confirmed HE 
— h his engaging and polite maf lan- 


Jad previ Aa d nada, ; 


1 ch immoral, realer co. 
0 Gl the ſtudents, 25 could not. a he 
— 49, their own, characters, and exefte 
den ce, oigna ee in che |boſoms of 


xr. crimes wer- | 
_. 
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Without order, the improvement of youth in 
knowledge and virtue, he found to be im- 
_ praQticable z and order could not uniformly 
be preſerved; without difeipline. Combina- 
tions of ſtudents, for the commiſſion, or for 
the concealment, of erimes, oould ſeldom 
elude the vigilance, and, could never reſiſt 
the energy, of his adminiſtratien In ſo 
numerous a collection of youth, chere are 
generally ſome, ioo inattentive te their ſtud - 
ies; too prone to miſchief, or too addicted to 
vice, to be ſafely continued in a public fem: 
inary. If tender eounſels, and ſerious ad- 
manitions, to thoſe of this character, proved 
ineffectual to reclaim them, the Freſident 
uſed to write to their parents, or guardians, 
and adviſe-to their removal. Many à youth 
hes been thus kindly arreſted in 2 | 
courſe, and ſhatched from infamy. 7056 
; Though it was pecullarly the /of | 
the Tutors, to viſit the ſcholars at their 
chamberg—a practice which, „from the expe - 
_ rience of its numerous advantages, was un! 
formly maintained pet, he oſten made ſuch 
viſits In perſon. He made cholee uf the 
—_— * — for th purpoſb, that he 
| might 
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vicious; appland ooo "aſſiſt and 


In the exerciſe er a Aiſeretlonary power, 
he was prompt, Judicious,” and deciſive. 
ke? diſcovered” any- indeoorum, he inſtantly 
d and it ——On the Lord's 

day, he was peculiarly attentive to the preſs 
ervation of order and deceney; and, to this 
end, ſtrictly enjoined it on the Tutors, to 
Vun the chambers of the ſtudents" on that 
day. When the Profeſſor of Divinity bes 
gan his ſermon in the chapel; the Preſident 
roſe; and caſt his eyes, wirh minute attens 


the chapel, and then on the other, to ſee that 
they were properly ſeuted, and decently ats 
tentive. By ſuch vigilant inſpection, he 

preſerved a ſtillneſs and ſolemnity, which the 
eminent talents of the par. 
alone, have uniformly: inſured. 
At was his early” reſolutlon, to wakes 
gifts directly or indirectly, from the ſtudente. 


appear by his account-books, he uniformly 
2 e in their Wn bills. He 
manifeſted 


"i 


3% 
might detect and admoniſh the negligent/ er 


ndunigaraiinns : , hos ebenen 
"1f 


tion; over all the ſtudents, firſt on one fide of 


In many inſtances, their parents ſent him a. 
ticles of proviſion, as gratuities, for which; a 


3% NI IT Or 


— darevarnk pane . numer. 
dus inſtances, gratuitouſfy diſcharged their 


ars are, not unfrequently, to be found among 


(as ee ve ufd d. War bade 


| Ulligence, they learn to eſtimate heir (Tolle. 


giate privileges more juſtly chan many oth. 


ers, who, through the indiſeretion' of theit 


fipation ; or, in the expectatlon of an ample 
putcimony, ſeek nothing more than the hors 
our" of « 
Audent,' of bright parts, and of ſtudlous 


college yard, called him, and made ſome en» 
quiry about his fituation. © Having enoour- 
aged his perſeverance, he put a guinea Into 
his Rand, and diſmiſſed im with renovated 


un done with his uſual delicacy, 


4 good knprovement of ity” ſaid hey * aſk 


IE nothing. — 10 
| | . any 


manifeſted a —— bor duch of his 


Parents, are furniſhed with the moans of dif. 


diploma, The President coming 


_ spplication, walking penſively alone in the 


„ Make 
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5, Many: ef his feaſonable and liberal gratu- 
ities, c his pupils and others, have been dis 
vulged: fince- his-deceaſe. Not the reſult of 
blind-ſenſibllity; ner of mechanical habit, 
they were, at onee inſpired and regulated 
by a Chriſtian principle. - Entruſted with 
the bounties of Providence; he felt himſelf 
 heredly obligated to diftribute them to others, 
in proportion to his ability. In confirmias 
tion of this trait, it le with ſingular pleafure 
that Leun produce & reſpectable teſtimony, 
from my much eſteemed friend, Preſident 
Fitch without whoſe information, no ont, 
| you have undertaken the Lifh, of thatiaxgaly 
| lent man, Dr. Stiles | You dave, I preſumy, 
| all his papers, and will net want materiale, 
Ikno not that: I can give you anecdotes or 
information, that you have nat area x 
Ono thing oceurred to me but 1 think it 
probahle you know it. Several inſtances of 
Ds Stiles liberality to poor ſtudente, which 
vers intended to be concealed, came to my 
knowledge. I took occaſion, once, to hint 
family made it — 


thing — on... 1 
ehendedhe did, toneedy Rudents, -He 
mne indire@tly to underſtand; that, early 
tits Rad devoted a tenth of his income 
te the Frrat Melchinedeo—this wis his on- 
preſſion and be ſeemed determined to ad- 


lng to ſuy much on the ſubjett gand I never 
introduced dhe delicate topic again. Proba · 
Hy ane win appear from hid privare writings. 


Whether it ſhould, or not, I believe he had 
Smd much a reſplution, and ae it In- 


wiptaCice,!!®:, ail Flags 20 F by #1 So MX: 


Is berate rat iv it aber cons 


Mika," by the teſtimony of another of my 
W 8 y and valued friends; who was, alfo; 


— 


2850 Gübtlew art informed. 6f His liberal- 
i Within" my knowledge, he afforded 
eee ald to x frümber 
dach a Sls Bok 07 91:20600) 
. Wide ny 1 45 Dee Me Fin rich, 


Letter ro che ompiler. he * 

now: Preſident of Williams College, was a Tutor at Y, 

for or ſeveral 2 during Dr. Stiles“ preſideney 3 and few 
er opportuni eee ee pref 


entiall friend of the Preſident. In a 


here to bis reſvluton- He appemed unwil. 


cable time;'in the tutorſlũp; and was 


m, ot the fame ſubject, he writes: 


PRESIDENT. STILES gh 


ct Scholar, „erer 
lie education 3 | and was ever 


public en affoided — e 
Ues for exerciſing it, greatly to the rot 
of. che [riding generation,” 0 
teſtimonies: the. Compiler, were it neceſſary, 
could fails bis ova, whh the, mer 
many dier. EE 
Wben any ene of: his ouptls wy; 
lick, he immediately viſited him, and ſup⸗ 
Bled the 5 a 9 by. his tender 
5 e cou 1 and a gy 
| Kteritions. , 


14 off” 
He — attended to the age; diol 
tions, and characters, of his pupils; an 
made ſomt of them ſubſerviem to JF oat | 
provement. of others, If he found kack | 
as. were young, in danger from the eqatagir; 
ous influence of diſſipated comparaons 3 he 


took care to locate them with thoſe of ma- 1 


turer years, and more fixed characters. The 
| he located wich che diligent; the gay 
ith, Bis 0 j the mercurial and turbu⸗ 
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ati arratigement, which contributed to ind. 
vidual benefit, and to general order. 


At the public comimencemenits, he preſid- 
ed with peculiar dignity, Entering the church 


with gracefulneſs and majeſty, "his whole | 
| addreſs was, at once, ſo animated and digni. 


Bed, as to arreſt the attention, and | preſerve 
the order, of the crowded afſembl) „ which 
mie anniverſary ſtatedly convened, 


Yes of his important ſtation, was proportion- 
ed to the variety and extent of his talents, 
By a very active exertion of his abilities, 
he, greatly promoted the intereſts, and ex- 
tended the reputation, of the Seminary, over 


| When he prone No one has exerciſed 
F the 


2 1 


40 A2 inflance of his el and 33 of 


eonduR, on one ſuch occaſion, is illuſtrative of his pub- 


"he character. Biſhop Seabury, having returned from Eu- 


"rope, ſoon after his conſecration, attended the commence- 
ment at Lale College. On his entrance into, the aſſembly, 
Aſter the exerciſes were begun, and the aiſles crowded, 2 

gentleman ſtepped up to the Preſident, and. ſolicited 2 
Place for him on the ſtage. It would be invidious,” he 


"replied, ** pn biſops, to diſcriminato-Dre des · 


ann e af *X; $4 514425 

e ſenſe the Corporation of Yale College . 
tained of the importance of his ſervices in the preſiden- 
&, appears from the following extract of an official vote, 


paſſed ſoon after his death, and preſented to Mrs. _ 
| ; | ” 4+ ad 


The fidelity, with which he fulfitled the du- 


1 
| 
| 
! 
t 


lege with more dignity, and with @ greater 


j oy! 1a e 
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the, arduous office of Preſident of this Cols 


ſhare of the aſfection and regard of the Stu- 
dents, They univerſally treated him with 
gular reſpect and veneration. For this he 


was, in a great meaſure, indebted to that ſig- 


ar politeneſs of manners, and that humans 
* which he conciliated the affections | 
fin whom he addreſſed.“ x- 
Hig philanthropic offices, in che preſiden · | 
ey muſt be retained in deep remembrance 


hy his pupily ; and their unſglicited teſtimo- 


n Leg his higheſt eulogium, One ſuch 
| Rings | in a letter from a wor- 
to one of the Frelident s chil- 

dren, 


and the family 1 * Whereas, in the nh diſpenſation, 


| of Divine Providence, the Reverend Dr. Stiles, late Pref 


ident of this Univerſity, is removed by death z we feel 
ourſelves impelled, on the preſent occaſion, to crop Aa tear 
to his memory. And while, with lively emotions of grate 
itgde; we are led to reflect on che divine els, .in'raife 
bs him up, and continuing him to an adyaticed perivd 

its,” x" diſtinguiſhed bleſing and ornament to ſociety; ta 
the ebiiſcheb;" to the republic of letters, aud eſpebiüny u. 
this Univerſity, over which he has fo long preſided ; 
are conſtrained to expreſs the painful ſenſations we expert. | 
ence, in view of the loſs, which the public has 


bythemelancholy event: of his death.” in * * 0 
— "Profeſſor Meige Funeral Orazion; - "8" 
os Reverend Mts: . '9: ben 


> 


an "THE iron 
len, ooh. after his death; le to0-Intereſting 


to be . AI fhould: be ungasefuh 


ipdeed, im forgetting the fümlly of m 
e All my public 


and 
originally from the Hie Ip and fatronage 
of that amiable man, When 1 was' left at 
orphan, and de with the hrs 


| Ylouiay' cireumſtances, with reſpect to the 


Attainment of an education; and had given 


p ide pleaſing idea; by ld advice and en- 
edutagement; © 1 as influenced” to purſue 


| theobjedt, and obtaltigd it.=l——Aran in- 
> Avidua? arnviig your many friends, T would 


obſerve; that my doors are open to you, ani 
ts-hour ſiſters, at all times: and'Þ with you 
wo conſider my houſe, as an occaſional ora 
home, in which you, er they, may 


and as having a right to all its bleſſings.” 4 
ay; u rb y for by whoſe inflrumentality, 


23 We nt en 0 
. 


a 1 charles. ee 


Wefulnels 
my proſperity in life, are derived | 


Kd youtltlyss/ ab members of gy fimily, 


Under God, am I what I am even by bir, 
to vrhaſe children my houſe is open, and to 


0 3 
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a ſul glowing with philanthropy, hu dxertedl 
Mis own-abllity,' and uſed-his Influence with 
others, to leſſon the ſum ef human miſery 
He was a father to the poor; and ta tha 
children of ſorrow, a ſympathetio and oon 
foling friend, His ſympathy, however, was 
not obtruſive; his charities were not J 
fatious. - Aware. of the delicate ſenſibilities 
of Poverty, he was careful never to-excits 
the bluſh of conſtious obligation. In many 
| Inſtances he entruſted his bountles confiden- 

tially- to others, to be beſtowed at their 
Aiſoretion. The Reverend Dr. Trumbull; 
ſucoeſſur to the Preſident's father, at North 


| Haven, informed me of one inſtance of a 


depoſit, entruſted to him, by the Preſident, 
for the poor widows of that — 
with the donation of a ſilver baptiſmal baſon, 
of above C11 * |: the Walt that 
Boelety . . eint ie es das 
„ Abſocbed in Wen cn on ade 
enguged in-ptofeſſional dutles, it is nt eaſily 
voheel ved how he could atterid to the ſupply 
of thoſe reſdurees, which his liberal charities, 
and the maintenance of a large family muſt, 
apparently, have exhauſted, |. But - (hee it | 
that ſeattereth, am yet increg/eth ; und Huave 
1 0 remarkably t0' bleſs the fal 
5 ſteward 


374 HI LIFE OF, 
Reward of its (own: hountieu—Had the 
family been leſt in indigence, the Sread, thug 
ct on. the | waters, would MORT 
have been found. alk i ; 
In the relations of life hat was nat! lef 
eſtimable, than he was eminent in hie public 
character. As @ huſband, his tender atten= 
tions greatly endeared him to the friend of 
his boſom. Fondly affectionate, as a parent, 
he carefully and _affiduoully attended to the 
intellectual and religious improvement of his 
children While he furniſhed them with the 
buſt bf preceptors, he himſelf inſtructed them 
In various branches of uſeful knowledge, In 
addition to the accuſtomed courſe of female 
education, he taught his daughters the wſe of 
tue globes, with the Improving and enter. 
taining felences of geography and aftronomy, 
With a pleus example; he wnlted frequent 
and tender counſels of plety, Nothing did 
he Aneuleste on all his children, with more 
trequeney and feriouſheſh, than the reading 
ef the Seriptures 1 and, as an encouragement 
ta other parents, It ought to be recorded, 
that the peruſal of this ſacred bee was 4 
gally exerelſe, which the family, In general, 


allowed nothing but neceffity te Interrupt. 


To his abſent clas, ke wrote Ones ren 
| P ee 


PRESIDENT STIL ES. 3. 


ete with affeRtionate and pious Counſel, 
hoſe written to his two diughtens,” lb ut 
Cambridge, during the laſt year of his life 
are Intereſting monuments of his paternal 
affection,” and of his Chriſtian eure to nid 
thelr preparation for the heavenly world 
One ſtriking paſſage; though it may ſeem 
prophetical of a very near event, only ex- 
prelſes that regard to death; und a futute 
ute, which, for many years, had bern habits 
wal to hie contemplative und pious mind! 
am foon to go the way of all the eatth'z 
and it 4s my moſt ardent defire, and dally 
prayer) that 1 and my children may meet In 
A better world, and be for the 
Welemukles * viernity,”'s 0 


0 Letter, dated April 7 akin with, and 
ue of hls ehildren, (urvived him. His eWdren (UID 
whom were by hls firſt with) wore i 

_ Flizadeth, who died at Cambridge, November t 55h 
Fara, who died in NoMli-Caralina, Augult 2 iy * 

ste Talon (with of Lewis Burr Fee 
hey roy New-Haven, December #9; 4985: 
as who marrie Joiiathan Lea wit, tikguire, i 4066. 
; Whe Was abfent en @ voyage, ak the eie of of 
hikes death, and has net fine beef heard ef Fr Yar 


1 


„In che pe | 
vas regular, forious, and devout. 
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4 
+ 


dhe Scriptures, with. frequency; and wi a 


r or two in the morning. At 
he placed it by his chair; looked } into 


ſtudious attention... The Hebrew or 
Engliſh Bible was generally in his wb 


breakfa, 
d it repeat- 


ayerd a Saturday, 


I. In his 
4 oy 2 toak, very 


and on Lord's days, he 


and. 
rs 


* „ preſ 


ag of God. 
Fad wy, after reading the 8c 


V his Family 


was uncommonly delighted. 
The prayers, of others, he h 


bath day at. ſua-ſct, to pray far. s 


deadly! waſh at table; and afterwards 


Mega, wana No 


ce be. 15 


At evening 1 95 an Fo 

iptures, he 
ng a pſi alm, or hy nin, in which he was 2 
— * z and it was 
3 with WC in public A. * 


10 


«reſumed 


evening, 
particular 


1160 


valyeds 


pon i beſide his. accuſtomed devption, ha | 
ſtatedly retired, for ſeveral yeats, every ſab- 


— bens ht 1 


—— STILES. zun 


mant eteteiſe of intet66lon” Rs *thi6ne 
of rice. vonne. n: ca 
His religious aer appears in numed 
= pages of theſe Memoirs, and, partieu« | 
arly, in his Birth-day Reflections. Plety; 
ik A golden chain, has ſerved, at once, to 
ive. a connexlon and an ornament to the 
which the aſſemblage of genius, learn- 
ing, and the moſt refined morality, could 
never have furniſhed, Were any one of 
his Chriſtlan graces to be diſcriminated, lt 
could, perhaps, bo his humility 3 a virtue 
ſeldom attached to great Intellectual talents, 
and to high ſtatlons ; but which confers the 
trueſt dignity on both. His deep contempt 
of human pride, whether It betrayed jtle 
in others, or was found lurkin in his own 
boſom, is deſcernible in a pallge, prefixed, 5 
to his Birth- day Reflections: © How abſo- 
liitely contemptible Is a man, glorying In 
rw little emineney ambtig his fellow ;- 
whrtns } while, in compariſon with the Im- 
menſtty of the univerſe; and in the view: of 
ſüperkor ſpitits} and, above all, in the content" 
platon of Gob, he muſt appear nothing, 
_ lefvithan' nothing, and vanity!” As he 
was ledined! without 'pedaritry, ha wis re- 
1 | ligious 
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Bigious without ſuperſtitlon. A 'Chriſtian 
believer on unſhaken principles, he gloried 
in nothing ſo much as in the croſs of Chriſt ; 
and next to his own immortal intereſt, his 
| neal and his talents were unitedly employ- 
ed, to bring others to the ſavitig knowledge 
of divine truth. 

If he highly eftimated human Learalig, 
he placed a higher eftimate en Religion, 
Living dally under the Influence of Its pre- 
_ eepta 4 ſupported through He by ke prome 
Iſes 3 having that Hh in death, which It Is 
calculated to Inſpire 3 he nobly finiſhed his 
courſe, and, with Chriſtian trlumph, re- 


eelved the ſummons to 1. heavenly man · 
ion. | 


Gir ſhuns the public view, and pours forth her 
tears in retirement. Deceney, too, forbids that perſonal 
forrows be obtruded on ſtrangers. The Compiler has 
endeavoured to let the Son, be loſt in the Biegrapher.— 
Here, however, he aſks indulgence to add, in the words 
of Fraſmus, deploring' the death of his great Patron, 
Warham “ Heo ſeripſi gemens ae mœrena. Me · 
am deploro vicem, non illius. . Præclarum ille ſidus 
fluit ecclefiz, nune preclarius acceſlit cœlo i utinam mihi 
eontingat veluti miuutam ſtellulam adjungere ſoli meo.“ 
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Torn eit Es, the Preident's grandfather, 
(bon of John Stiles, who was brought an infant from 
Milbroke in England) married Ruth Bancroft, by whom 
he had fourteen children, twe of whomy Ifhac and Abel, 
were Minifters ef the goſpel: The Reverend Thane Stiles, 
the Prefident's father; was bern at Windfbr, in Connects 
eut; in 1697, and educated at Yale College, where he 
radu ated & 1989: After the lofk of his firſt wife, WAN 
he married Eſther Hooker, af Farmington, by 
whom he had ten elildren, 

His Epitaph gives 8 aner view of hl Maur and 
oharvdvr 3 


| "his nm 1 erected 
. To the memory of 
The Reverend ISAAC STIL ES, A. M. 
Who was born in Windſor, July go, 1697 4 
| Received a liberal education | 
At Yaus Courant 
Ordained to the paſtoral office 
In tho Church of NoxTh#-Havany 
November 11, 1724, 
Where he ſeryed in the minlſtry 36 vera. 


And died May 14, 1760, Etat. 3. i 
00014. 1+ Reving « mind ennobleq”** ot) 4% wth 
With ſublime and venerable conception n 

Of the glories of the MOST HIGH. 


And the perfect order and happineſs of the agiverſs 1 
Illuminated with divine views 
Of che economy of that part of it 
Under the Mediatorial Dominion 
Of JESUS CHRIST; | cs 
| Alſo, 


„% Aren 
| p Alſd, R ps 
Being 3 aequainted Ai the Saered Ocala ; 


And having a Natural Gift of Elocution, 
He preached the Goſpel with Fervour and Fidelity: 


A Friend to pure and undefiled 
*Þ R Religion, 
,*:+ 1.5" With a charitable benevolence 
brig thn leg 2 Alt Manxind. 
| Niers mihi vita eff. 


The Reverend Abel Stiles was educated at Yale Col: 


lege, where he graduated i in 17333 and i in which ſeminary | 


he was afterward a Tutor. He was ſettled i in the miniſtry 
at We oodſtock (North Society) in Connecticut, where be 
died July 25, 1783, in the 75th year of his age, a 

of his miniſtry. His character was thus drawn, at his 
death: © In him uncommon ſtrength of genius and ſuperi - 
or capacity were refined and brightened by a learned edu; 
cation by application, his claſſic knowledge became ex- 
tenſi ve, his acquirements in natural and moral philoſophy 
conſiderable, in divinity eminent. Diligent and critical 
in his reſearches into the Holy Scriptures, he was hereby 
furniſhed for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruc- 
tion jn righteouſneſs, and ſingularly for prayer, in which 
| he became wiſer than all his teachers. As a preacher, his 
* deſeriptions were clear, his admonitions weighty, his exhort- 
ations ſolemn ; and both his prayers and diſcourſes ſtriking- 


ly adapted to unexpected and incidental occaſions, He 


proved imſelf the ſcribe well inſtructed unto the kingdom— 
apt to teach —inſtructive in converfation=the ſincere, ſteady 
friend, parent and huſband ; and although haſty in his nat- 
ural temper, yet ſenſible of this conſtitutional defect, and 
frequently reflecting on himſelf with penitence and prayer, he 
ſhewed the tender, compaſſionate, benevolent, good man.” 


In a lotter to Sir Francis H. E. Styles, Baronet, Lon - 
don, written in 1784, Dr. Stiles obſerves, that his great - 


grindfather, John Stiles, was married about wo and 
adds 


„ Fr 1 
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adds : „ In the firſt century from his marriage there have 
deen, among his offspring. 397 births, 10) deaths, 88 
marriages z and 290 are living at the end of the century. 
The offspring accrued one third in the firſt 75 years j and 
two thirds in the laſt 35 years. Of 32 births 20 live to 
marry ;z not above one quarter die in infancy, I judge 
there have ſprung from the four brothers, [meaning Henry, 
John, Francis, and Thomas, who came to New- England | 
in 1634] nearly 4000 ſouls, in 130 Years, ſince their ac- 
cefſion to America.“ | 

The Reverend Edward Taylor was both at ts villa 2 
of Sketelby, near Hinkley, a market · town in Leiceſter- 
ſhire, in England. He was deſigned for the miniſtry; 3 bux 
the troubles that followed the ejection of 2000 miniſters, i ig 
1662, became ſuch heavy diſcopragements to the Puritan 
or Diſſenting intereſt in England, as determined Mr. Tay⸗ 
lor to a voluntary exile from his native country, to enjoy 
liberty « of conſcience i in America, He accordingly came to 
America i in 1668, and finiſhed his theolo ical ſtudies at 
Harvard College, where he graduated in 1671. a He 
began to preach at Weſtfield, i in Maſſachuſetts, f in Deceme 
ber, 1671, where he continued i in the miniſtry 57 years, 
till his death.——In 1674, he married Elizabeth Fitch. 
daughter of the Reverend Mr. Fitch, of Norwich, by whom 
he had 8 children. In 1692, he married Miſs Wyllys, his 
ſecond wife, the grandmother of Preſident” Stiles z And 
died, June 24, 1729, aged about 83 ears. 
The family of Wyllys may be traced back to the reign 
of Edward IV, more than three centuries - Omittin 

the intermediate defeents between Sir Adam de Knapto 
preſerved in the records of the family, the following pech 
gree may gratify inquiſitive minds: 


1. Richard Wyllys, of Napton, in the county. of War 
Wick=owz, Thomas Wyllys—— 3. Richard WII | 
4. William ood * Wyllys=——6, Richard 
WIe # 


$ 
* 
* iS 4 nf 4: i 


165 A P END IAN 
 Wyllys——7, George Wyllys“——8. Samuel Wyllys——, 
9. Hekekiah Wyllys——10. Hy en late n. 


e eee Rant K. 
93 831 Ve. 


Es This 33 me to New-England, about the year 1635, 
| leaving an eſtate of £500 ſterling | per annum, at Fenny Compton, in 
the county of Warwick; 3 and, with his family and dependents, aſ- 

in the ſettlement of the wat of- ee, in e 
where he died. in 2644. ; 

The Honourable Samuel wr ys the Fe ne of preſte 
| dent Stiles, married Ruth Haynes, daughter of John Haynes, Eſquire, 
of Copford Fall, in Eſſex, the firſt Governor of Connecticut. He 
was educated at Harvard College, in Cambridge, where he gradu - 
ated in 1633. Dr. Trumbull has given a ſketch of his charter, ky 
page 10 of his Hiſtory of Connecticut. 

The laſt of the name, in the above pedigree, the Honouteble 
eoige Wyllys, between whom and Preſident Stiles an intimate 
friendſhip ſubliſted, was, in every reſpect, worthy of his anceſtry. 


He was born, October 6, 17 1, and died, April 23, 1796, in tha 


goth year of his age. I never knew,” ſays the Reverend Mr, 
Reong, * 4 more on believer of the Chriſtian Revelation, or a 
Fester admirer of the Goſpel of Jeſus, in ity doctriues of grace and 
holineſs, He had a great acquaititance with the Holy 8criptuces, 
ang proved his love of them by a moſt exemplary practice, He 
was a ſteady friend of all religious Inſtitutions 1 and, by his Inſlu- 
ence in gacitty, a rich bleflitig te tlie church ok God He 
ſutceeged his father, as, Seeretaty of the Btate of Connetkſeut, ln 
October, 4938, and, witheut- — filled the offiee nearly 66 
years 1 an inſtance of long continuance in office, that le perhaps un- 
quis. This eifeurnſtanee ls full eyidence of a firm evnftitution, 
a (emperite life, and of u wiſe and difeerning mind 1 for it muſt 
be fuch 4 wind which could, fo long, and through fa many political 
(terms, retain the confidence of the people, in @ popular govern» | 
ment, and obtain an annual cleftion by their voices, without a 
vival. He had a ſingular wiſdom, which taught him when to ſpeak, 
and when to be filent ; and obtained an influence by moderation 
and iatepelty, to which factlon valnly aſpires," - He le ſucceeded In 
office by hiv. en arb. ſon, the Honourable Samuel 
yu. 
1 en of we funeral of the a 
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4 Herren of the His roRr of YALE COLLEGE? 


THE deſign of founding a College, in Connecticut, was 
toncerted by ſeveral reſpectable and pious miniſters, of that 
Colony, with a primary view to the education of youth for 

the miniſtry. When the ſubje& had been under their con- 
templation, and, through their influence, under that of the 
public, for about two years, ten of the principal miniſ- 
ters were nominated, and agreed upon, by a general con- 
ſent both of the miniſters and people, to Rand as Truſteesy 
or Undertakers, to found, erect, and govern à College. * 
The miniſters, thus nominated, met at New- Haven, in the 
year 1700, and agreed to accept the truſt, and to found 
the propoſed Seminary, The Inſtitution was, accordingly, 
eſtabliſhed, ſoon aftery by this formal act : * Each meme 
ber brought a number of books, and preſented them to the 
body; and, laying them on the table, ſaid, J give th 
beoks for the founding of a College in ibis Golony.”'+ Tha 
Truſtees ſoon received ſeveral donations of books,” und 
money, which laid a good foundatfon for the Inſtitution? 
Doubs ariſing, however, whether they were fully veſted 
with a legal capacity to hold lands, and whether private 
donations and contributions would yield a ſufficiency to cars 
ry on ſo great a deſign ; it Was propoſed to make appliews 
tion to the General Aſſembly of the Colony, for aſſiſtance z 
and to aſk for a Charter. A petitlon was preſented, and 
the Aſſembly, very ready to encourage ſuch a laudable, 
and pious deſign, gave the Charter in 1701, and made a grant 
of money for = Gama of this an geminary. 

38000 — 


* Profident Clap's Hltory of Yale College, public tn 166 M 
from which this Nn ſummary, down to that Mane, 1 MTs 
ly derived. | | 


+ Theſe books, (being 40 volumes, in follo) are 4 4 „ 
Prefident. Clap at £.z0 dea i 


£ 
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Soon after the reception of the Charter, the '' Truſtees 
met, and eſtabliſhed certain Rules for the regulation of the 
Seminary ; and from their own number choſe the Reverend 


Mr. Pierſon, the miniſter of Killingworth, to the office of 
inſtructing and governing the Collegiate School, under the 


tle and character of Rxcror. They fixt on Saybrook; as 
the moſt convenient place, at preſent, for the College: and 
here the firſt Commencement was mne, on the 1 on of 
W 1702. ow 

Several attempts were made to ee me „ of Rees 


tor Pierſon to Saybrook, but without ſucceſs j the ſmallneſs 
of the Collegiate finances, and the oppoſition of his own 


Congregation to the meaſure, preventing' its execution. 
Although, therefore, the Commencements were holden at 
Baybrook i the ſtudents, during Rector Pierſon's adminiſtras 
tion, reſided at Killingworth. The Rector died in April, 


2707; 4 to the unſpeakable grief and loſs both of the Col-. 
lege and of his people. He was educated at Harvard 


College, and graduated there A. D. 1668 y was a hard 


Audent; a gobd ſcholar, a great divine, and a wiſe, Ready 
and judicious gentleman in all his conduQ.—--He was, 


for many years, a faithful and well reſpected Paſtor of the 
Church in Killingworth; and, after he was ehoſen Rector, 
he inſtructed and governed the infant College, with general 


| approbation. He compoſed a ſyſtem of Natural — 


which the ſtudents ſtudied for many years.” 
Upon the death of Re&or Pierſon, t he Rewind Mr. 


Andrew, of Milford, was choſen Rector protempore, until 


one Could be obtained, who ſhould reſide at the Collegiate 
School; The Senior claſs was now removed to Milford, 
and the other claſſes were placed under. the care of Tutors, 


at Saybrook, ſubjett to the inſpection of the Reverend Mr. 


Buckingham, the miniſter of that place, one of the-Truſtees. 


In this obſcure and unorganized ſtate the College contin · 


ued, at Saybrook, about ſeven years, without any remark- 


able, alteration, or occurrence. | 
22 7 915 m., U emo at A n' 
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0 1 114, a donation of above god volumes/ of very 
valuable books, was preſented to tuls: Seminary by Jere« 
miah Dummer, Efq. of Boſton; then an agent at London. 
About 120 volumes were at his on coſt and charge j an 
the reſt! were obtained,” by his. procurement; from. ſuverui 
gentlemen in England. Sir +Ifaao Newton, Sir Richard 
Blackmore, Sir Richard Steele, Dr. Burnet, Dr. Woods 
ward, Dr. Halley, Dr. Bently, Dr; Kennet, Dr. Calumy, 
Dr. Edwards, the Reverend Mr. Henry, and Mr. Whiſtom 
ſeverally gave a collection of their own works; and Gov- 
ernor Yale contributed about 40 volumes. Preſident Clap 
eſtimated the value of the whole at £260 ſterling: · ju 
The diſperſed ſtute of the ſtudorits was attended with ſack 
numerous diſadvantages, as induced the people, in ſeveral 
parts of tho Colony, to ſubſcribe large ſums, in 1776, for 
the erection of a College edifice, Where it would beſt acs 
eommodate them. About oo ſtèrling were ſubſcribed - 
for New-Huven; about {500 for Saybrook 5 and a cot 
fiderdble futn for Hartford, or Wethersfield. | The Truſ- 
| rees, ſoon after, voted to remove the College from Says 
brook to New-Haven ; and, accordingly, for the firſt-times 
held che Commencement there on the 11th. of September 
171. Among ſeveral large donations; which the Sem? 
inary received about this time, the greateſt was from /Goys 
ernor Lale, of London Having, the preceding year ſents 
above 300 vdlumes of books, whack, in addition to thoſes 
ſent' in Mr. Diimmer's collection, were valued by Preſident 
Clap at L106 ſterling; lie, chis year, ſent goods to the 
value of £200 ſterlingy at prime coſt, beſides the king's. 
picture, andi arms. Three years aſter, he ſent additional 
goods, to the value of £100 ſterling ; and the 'availy of, 
| both parcels were added to the funds of the Inſtitutions” ,, 
The Truſtees were now enabled to finiſh a large and com" 
modious a which they had raiſed-i in October, the 32 
A4 4 0.0424 e OR eeding 


— George I. It is an excellent veicting; by the celebrated Sir el 
frey Kneller; and remains in the Philoſophy Chamber. 


” 4 rn Di 
veding year) and which, within a. your after, Was fit for 
dhe reception of the fludents. It was 170 feet long, #2 
feet wide, and 3 Rorics high, made ahandſome appearance, 
and contained nearly 50 Rtudies: in convenient chambers, 
beſides the Hall, Library, and Kitchen, and eoſt about 
£1000 ſtorling.“—At u ſplendid commencement, Sep- 
tember 12, 1718, in the preſence of Governor Baltonſtall, 
and a large und reſpectable aſſembly, the Truſtees, in com- 
memoration of Governor Yale's great generoſity, called 
the edifice, after his name, TAL Corurant 7 
The College being now fixed" at New-Haven, and its 
funds having become adequate to a more perfect organiza · 
Hon, the Truſtees (March, 1719) noi the Reverend Tim- 
. 6thy 


The laſt remalits of this ediflee were taken down in 1784, 


4 * Governor Vale deſcended fram an' ancient and wealthy fam» 
ly in Wales, which, for many generatioits, poſſeſſed the manor of 
Flas Grannow, and ſeveral other meſſuages, near the city of Wrex« 
ham, of the yearly value of £500. Thomas Yale, Eſquire, the 
[Governor's father, for the ſake of religion, came over to America, 
with the firſt ſettlers of New-Haven, in 1638. Here the Governor 
. vas, born in 1648. He went to England, at the age of about ten 
years : to - the Eaſt· Indies, at about thirty; acquired a very great 
eſtate, was made Governor of Fort gt. George, and married an 
mdian lady of fortune, the relict of Governor Hinmers; his prede · 
ceſſor. After his return to London, he was choſen Governor of 
the Eaſt- India Company, and made the befbre- mentioned donations, 
He journeyed into Wales, and died, July 8; 17 21, at or near the 
: frat of his anceſtors.” His eldeſt daughter, Catharine, was married 
10 Dudley North, Eſquire, | whoſe only ſon, Mt. Dudley North, was, 
in 1789, a member of Parliament, and ih poſſeſiion of the anceſtorial 
| teak at Glembam. This gentleman, on the application'of Preſident 
"Stiles; through the addreſs of Samuel Broome, Eſquire, merehant, of 
New. Haven; in 1789, preſented: to Vale College, an excellent full: | 
leugth portrait of bis anceſtor, Governor Yale, taken in 717 ih. 
mall copy of which is in my poſſeſſion; 1 5 


A Note, n brfore me; written by the late: Lord Neb) e 
all error Prgſidem Clap, who Speed this ſonein-law of 4 
Tale to be mann. 


* * 
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ech Cutler, miniſter of Stratford, to be reſident Rector till 
their next meeting. He — f 


enſulng commencement, was confirmed in the office. 
m 702, the Truſtees built a bouſe, for the uſe of tha 
Recor; and of his ſucceſſors, The ſame year, it appears 
ing that the Rector purpoſed to relinquiſh the communion 
of the churches in Connectleut, and 40 go to England for 
Epiſcopal ordination, the 'Truſtees paſſed a vote, 4 excuſe 
Ing” him 4 from all aner ſervice, as Rector of als 
College,” | 

Dr. Ciitler was educated at Harvard College, in 95 
bridge, and graduated there in 1701. In the year 1919 
| he was ordained over a church at Stratford, according to 
| the conſtitution of the churches in Connecticut. After his 
removal from the rectorate, he went to England, and wok 
Epiſcopal orders, and received the degree of Doctor in 
Divinity, from both. the Univerſities of Oxford and Cam- | 
bridge. He was afterwards Rector of Chriſt's church, in 
Boſton, and died there in Auguſt, #765.-- 4 He was un 
gentleman of ſuperior natural powets and learning ; had 
antertaſned a high opinion of the eonſtitutton ef the church 
of England, and was zealouſly attached to it. %, He 
wat an excellent linguiſt a great Hebrician and Orient- 
_ alit, He had more knowledge of the Arabic”—in Dr. 
Stiles? judgment than any man in New. England be- 
Fore him, except” Prefident Chauncy, and His e the 
Arſt Mr. "Thatcher. He was a good logician, 
ak@ Thetorician, ' In the ptitoſoph y; and metap pb 
ethics, of his day, he was great. He ſpole e Lats . 
great finenoy and dignity, and with great propriety 
Pronunciation. He was a man of extenſive reading in 
che neademie ſciences, divinity, and eceleſiaſtical hiſtory 3 
and of a commanding preſence and. dignity in govern- 
ment. He was of a lofty and Nr 
| grand Ggure at tha head of a college 1 
nne 0 Aſter | 


Aren LS: Au 


* Prefident Clap. : | + Literary Diary. 


70 APFENLENDYY 


11\(19259d]. Aſter an interval of three years, in which enk 
of the Pruſtees reſided alternately at College, with the aw. 
thority of a Rector, the board, Sept. 29, choſe the Rev. 
Eliſlia Williams, miniſter of Newington, in Wethersfield, to 
| the reQoral office, He was inaugurated in Sept, 1926, 
 [1132.] In October, the General Aﬀembly of Connec- 
ticut generouſſy granted to the College 1500 acres of land, 
namely, 300 in each of the new towns of Norfolk, Canaan, 
Goſhen, Cornwal, and Kent; Which . prong was — 


by a patent in 1741, | 
In 1732 the Rev. Dr. George Berkeley, then bog of 
8 5 in Ireland, afterward Biſhop of Cloyne, came to 
America with an intention of founding an Epiſcopal Col. 
lege. He reſided a year or two at Newport, in Rhode. 
Iſland, where he purchaſed a country ſeat, and nearly 100 
acres of land. Becoming perſonally acquainted: with one 
of the Truſtees of Yale College, and with other getitlemen, 
ze who. informed him of. the ſtate and genius of this Col 
lege, and holding a correſpondence with Rector Williams, 
He was induced to patronize this infant Seminary. A man 
of ſcience himſelf, and endowed with a generous diſpoſition 
to promote an, extenſive propagation of uſeful and orna- 
mental knowledge, in 1732 he ſent a deed of his farm at 
Rhode: Iſland to this College. Ihe deſcriptions and. con- 
ditions in the deed, not being pexfecily adapted to the ſtate 
of the College, at the deſire of the Truſtees, he, the next 
wear, ſent another deed, in which it was ordered, that the 
rents of the farm,“ (after neceſſary charges are dedudted,) | 
ſhould be appropriated to the maintenance of the three 
peſt ſcholars in Greek and Latin, who ſhould. reſide at Col - 
a. at . Ans auth 15 mr. in Mg of the three 

$0 I | ! rr ib 099311909 Jerks; 


2 Te farm was leaſed in the year 1763, fo the term of 999 5 ars': 
The antual rent to be L£x8 ſterling, and 40 rods of ſtone wall, to the 
year 1769; then £36, to the year 1810 and, aſter that, 240ibuſheſs 
of good wheat, to the end of the term. Since the revolutionary 
var = — rent * been 126 ounces of Wer, 
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years, between their firſt and ſecond degrees 1 That on the 
sth day of May, annually, or, in euſe that ſhould; ba 
Sunday, on the 7th, the candidates ſhould be publiely ex- 
amined by the Preſident or Rector, and the Senior Epiſes · 
pal miſſionary, within this Colony, who ſhould be then 
preſent ; and in caſe none be preſent, then by che Preſident 
only: And, in caſe the Preſident and Senior Miſſionary . 
ſhould not agree in their ſentiments who are the belt ſchol?ꝰ 
ara, the caſe ſhall be determined by lot: And that all ſur+ 
pluſages of money, which ſhould happen by any-vacanciegs 
ſhould be diſtributed in Greek and Latin books, to ſuch 
undergraduate ſtudents as ſhould make the. beſt compoſi» 
tion, or declamation, in the Latin. wa upon ſuch 2 
moral theme as ſhall be given them.” Relinquiſhing his 
deſign of founding a college in America, Dr. Berkeley re- 
turned to London. While at Newport, he preſented. all 
| his own works to the College library; and, afterward, 


18 partly out of his own eſtate, but principally with monies 


which he procured for che purpoſe, in England, he made 
an additional donation of nearly 1909 volumes, which 
Preſident Clap ſuppoſes to have coſt at leaſt 400 ſterling, 
He died in 1753, Etat. 73. He was a very amiable, as 
well as very great man; and Pope is ſcarcely thought to 
tay "0G: much, when he aſcribes 4 1 6: "ohh 4 * | 


25 "rr. re 8 3 virtue under heaven "_ 


| als to his Laas A +1 — inca 
tating | bim for Nee was neceſſitated to reſign his 0 = 
In. Ogtober, . 17 39- « He prefigett* with wife q 
"nd a authority; 1 applied himſelf: with care an I 
guard and ſecure the ſtudents, both from whatever 
| blemiſh and wound their moral characters, and from-erro rs 


and. miſtakes in matters of. religion ; and to ſoxm their 
* not only to uſeful knowledge : and learning, but to 


ou 6s "Yd 
e Pe ene Ad A 4 eit — UN > WOE 


? For a further account of i him, ſee Encoder 


98 4 renn 


e and real piery(” *'- The College flouriſhed under big | 


edminifiration. He introduced and | ſettled a number of 
—— a taſte for many parts of uſeful and poliet 
1. increaſed j and the ſtate of this Seminary became, 
ms reſignation, returned him “ their hearty thanks for hit 
good ſervice to the College.” In 1745, he went ns @ 
chaplain in the army, in the expedition againſt Cape. Bre. 


von f and, in 1746, was appointed Colonel of a regimem, = 


on a expedition againſt Canada. A ſew yearg 
afterward he went to England, where be married a lady 


| of ſuperior gecompliſhmentsz and, having returned to 
Wethersfield, died there, July 24, 1755, tat. Gt. He 
was bory-at Hatfield, and educated at Harvard College, 


where he graduated in 15 14. He © way a. good claſſical 
ſcholar, well verſed in logic, metaphyſics, and ethics, and 
itvrhetoric ang oratory. He prefided gt commencement 
with great hqnour, Ne ſpoke Latin freely, and ee 
rations. gracefylly, und wih animated dignity.” P 

Dr. Doddridge, whoſe excellent name 4s an highty re 


in England j and gave him thic comprehetive character « 


eo upon Colonel Wilkams to be one of the moſt val · 


undle men upon earth. He has Joined to an ardent ſenſd 
of religion, ſolid learning, conſummate prudence, great 


eandour, and Oweetneſs of temper, and u certain nobleneſt 


of foul; capable of contriving and acting the — 
ee bo by ce oyr af fis avi Gen 
Jon che dy of Reder Willlam® ve 

Thamus Clap, miniſter of Windhurm, 15 choſen” Redet 


«il Gags. Us * ae Aprtt 5, 140 


Aa run e en 1 it bebe 4) N. 
n —— — — 


4 Ytethry Diary, Preſldent Stiles heard Rector William pros 
aaa vary evi mee Annen 
— A Wh 4 2 5 
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ſpeced in America, wut intimutely acquainted with him, 


afion, the 1. | 


| 
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; laws, hicherto in uſe, being in ſome parts 


5 — in others obſolete 3 Rector Clap, by the deſire 
of the Truſtees, drew up a large body, © partly out of the; 
ancient laws and ſtatutes of this College 3 partly from the 
| principal and moſt important euſtoms which had obtained i 
partly from the-laws of Harvard College ; and partly from 
the ſtatutes of the Univerſity of Oxford; and ſome ſem 
new ones were added. Theſe laws, after ſeveral read“ 
ings, were adopted by the board of Truſtees, in 1745. 
Ia 1742, the Rector arranged the books of the -Librarys 
numbered each book x and . the Sholss 
which was printed. 

In 1745, an Ad wes paſſed by the Legiſlatite of Cone 
nediieut, for the more full and complete eftabliſhmeny 
of Yale College ; and for enlarging its powers and privis 
legen.“ By this Act, the Rector and Truſtees were incor 
porated by the name of « The Preſident and Fellows of 
Yale College in New-Haveti j and they Rill retain this 
appellation» The ſame AQ declares, © That the Preſident 
of ſaid College, with the eonſent of the Fellows, ſhall have 
power to give and confer all ſuch honouts, degrees, or lib 
eencet av are viſually given in Colleges and Univerſitiet 
upon ſuch as they ſhall think worthy thereof.“ It alſo ab 

„ chat, for the ſpecial encouragement and ſuppon 
of A College, this Aſſembly do hereby grant unto the 
aid Preſident and Fellows, for the uſe of the ſuld College, 

one hundred pounds, ſilver money—in two equal puymanthy/ 
in Ocober and May, annually, This payment to EI: 
during the pleaſure of this Aſſembiy :? ; 

(1156) By means of a le and 6 end 
from the I. va the "ban was enabled to erat The 
another edifice, for the accommodation of the f 
tlon of It was lald April 14, 2950; and oo = 
ſide was finiſhed in September 1952. 4 It in 100 feet long, 
0 wide, and ) Rories high, beſides the ran md a 


r, 


"+ Thangors lm che ach ory were wall fitted, and cevedicd by 
the Rtudents, But they are now more convenient finee —— 


vnd e, f 


„„ Are z A514 
pollen dei td whole ; and contains 3a ch t and 64 
ttudies. In grateflil acknowledgment of the generality 


al the Government, the Preſident and Fellows, at the cm. 
mencement in 1752, ordered, mat the My Folens, * 


named Conxnkeribur- Harz. er $65 arches 
This year the Preſident, fot the firſt eine nt up ; hs 
ebe in the Collgs fal. e Paten 


The Corporation had; for ſeveral years, realised the im- 
pdrtance of a Ptofeſlorſkip of Divinity; and had leaſed out 
tome of the College lands for that purpoſe ; but their finan- 
ces would not yet admit its eſtabliſhmenit. In the mean 
time, they deſired the Preſident, with ſome aſſiſtance from 
| themſelves and others, to do the duties of a Profeſſor, by 
reaching in the College Hall, every Lord's day. The 
Honourable Fhilip Livingſton, of New-York, having, in 
$746, dy a donation in money, laid a foundation for ſuch 
& Profeſſorſhip, and this fund being afterward augmented 
by a donation from Mt. Gerſtiom' Clatk, of Lebanon; in 
4755, the Corporation choſe the Reverend 'Naphta Dag! 
ett, Paſtor of a church on Long-Ifland, to be Profeſſor of 
Divinity; and on the 4th IE ek kao indus 
ed into office. | es Wh 

The Prefident having rev: given a ts 6f bay for 
the uſe of a Profeſſor of Divinity for the time being, a ſuf. 
Kcient ſum was now raiſed, by ſubſcription, to ereQa houſe 

Tor the MEN, It was finiſhed i in 1758, and coft 4 oy 

Ailing. * : 
' 1757.) The Tutors, alt a number of the 10 lg 
_ who were members of different churches, addreſſed them 
felves to. the Corporation, June 29, expreſſing their defire 
© to attend upon the ordinance of the Lord's Supper, un 
der the adminiſtration of the Reverend Profeſſor ; and to 
walk together in Rated Chriſtian communion, and. holy ſub- 
jeQion to all the ordinances of Chriſt,” with their 1 
bation and ſanction. The Corporation approved the pro- 
BY ht from. that time, the Tl s ſupper has been 


1 ttatedly 


— 4 
ol i 


r * 


| adminiſtered nt this College, amen 
— month. a 
ne number of ſtudents being greatly increaſed, wa the 10 
College Hall being extremely inconvenient for the purpoſes 
of religious and ſcholaſtic exerciſes, and of a dining room 
the. apartment for the Library, alſo being too ſmall for che 
books and apparatus; the Preſident propoſed the erection 
of a Chapel, and iſſued a ſubſcription for this purpoſe. The 
foundation. of this edifice was laid in April, 1761. It is 
built of brick, 50 feet long, and ꝗ0 feet wide, with a ſteeple 
and galleries. The third Rory is appropriated to the Li- 
brary, and Fhiloſophy Room. It was opened in June, 1963 
when. a ſermon was preached by the Profeſſor, in the preſ- 
wnce of the P Preſident and Fellows, and a large auditors 
7 he public. exerciſes, ſcholaſtic, and. religious, excepting 
vole of, the annual eammencemen, have ever Ne 
gerformed in this Chapel. 
FHreſident Clap reſigned the vrefilenert * F 
5766 and died January 7, 1767, Etat. 64. He; was 
born at Scituate, in Maſſachuſetts, in 1703 ; graduated at 
Harvard College, in 4722 ; and ſettled in the miniſtry dt 
Windham, in 1726; whence he was removed, 14. years 
aſter to the rectorate of Yale College. Dr. Stiles, Who, 
Auring 13 years reſidence at College, © was molt intimately. 
acquainted with his manner of ſtudy, and the ſubje&s of 
His reſearches,” has delineated his literary; character, of 
which this is a ſummary : © Preſident Clap was poſſeſſocl 
. of. ſtrong mental powers, clear perception, and ſolid judg- 
ment. Though not eminent for claſſical learning, he had 
a competent knowledge of the three learned languages. 
He was well yerſed in algebra, optics, aſtronomy, and tha 
general courſe of. experimental philoſophy.. In ma | 
and natural philoſophy. I haye not reaſon to think , Ng 
equalled by any man in, America, except the molt learn 
Profeſſor Winthrop. Many others, indeed, excelled, 
in the, echte 1 of the lower branches of. he | 


"Or" 
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Müthenmties por he roſe to ſublimer beights, and beenme | 
| converſant in the application of this noble'Kerite to thoſt 
extenſive Jaws of Nature, which regülate the moſt Kupen⸗ 
dos phenomena, and odtaln throughout the Rellary uni- 
yerſe. 1 have known him to elucidate ſb mutry ef che at) 
firuſeſt theoretis and ritiocinia of Newton; chat, 1 @oubr 
not, the whole Pyhicipic of that illuſtrious philoſopher way | 
comprehended by lim j a comprehenſion which, tt i pre- 
med, very few muthemtieians, of the preſent afre; have 
Attalned . Woluſton'i Religion of Nature was the bafte 
of his moral philoſophy, and Weſtminſtef Calvirdhh was 
his theology. He had thoroughly ftadied” the Sctipturety 
and had read the moſt eminent divines of the laſt 266 years. 
Inu his pecultar manner, he had examined ſo many authors, 
through che tract of time from Jerome to the preſent day, 
ds well as the three more primitive ages, thut, on the fun- 
damental dorines of religion, I believe Am to have beer 
poſſeffed of the ſentiments of the whole Chriſtian world. 
Hiftofy, ancient and modern, political! ard evcteſiaſtial, 
fe was well verſed in. He had deeply Rudied the Miftory 
of the Aﬀyrian empire; thut of Greece j that of the Ro- 
mn empire, throtgh all its periods, and . particularly its 
mutation into um Ecelefiaſtical State He ftudied the 
. rife of Mahometiſm the Sarncenfe eonqueſts' f the domin - 

- ibh of the Caliphs and Mamelubes f the extenſive ſpread of 
this relgiſtn, and the M partition of the intereſt into feveral 
empires, Me had formed an iden of the powers of Europe, 
their contexion, balances, and leading ſprings of policy t 
and hid arranged the prineipal events and revolutions of 
the ſeveril ages, from antiquity to the preſent day, He 
traced and' conſidered, with the'dloſeR attention, the enuſes 
E grenteſt extent; and moſt ſorcible operation, in effeRting 
public evetity, which, ke the laws of Nature, enrry in 

themſelves the certain futurition of their phenomena 
He well underſtood the hfſtory nnd geography of the 
Bile; und took great pains to conſider the verification 
whictt it 'mtually gave, and received, when compared 


with 
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wh profane hiſtory, He was well read in the Fathers, 
and had examined all the remains of the antiquities of the 
itive church. He ſtudied the police, worſhip, and 
diſcipline of the church, in the three firſt and two laſt ages. 
He greatly ſtudied the councils, general and provincial, 
and in them was thoroughly verſed. He was conſiderably 
read in the Common Law of England, and in the munici«- 
pal laws of his country, He was ſo well verſed in the 
2 Civile, the Inſtitutes of Juſtinlan, the Pandecte, the 
Nevelle und, from the canons, the decretals of the Popes, 
he had obtained ſuch a general knowledge of eccleſiaf- 
tical Law, that he would have honoured a Doctorate in 
both Iawk . 

The labours of his office left a moſt contemplative mind 
but a fow hours for reading. But he had u happy and ad- 
vantageous method of reading : he always ſtudied on a 
ſyſtem, or arrangement with reſpe& to ſome whole, and 
read to purpoſe, A voluminqus library before him he 
treated as a ColleQion of Reports, books delivering the 
knowledge and reaſonings of the learned world, on al ſubs 
Jets of literature, He ſeldom read a volume throngh in 
courſe. Having previouſly ſettled in his mind the partic. 
nlar ſubje&s to be examined, and what, on any ſubje@, 
he needed aſcertain, he then pitched direaly on the book 
or books, and thoſe parts in them, which would elucidate 


the ſubject of his enquiry, He would thus, with diſcern» 


ment and diſpatch, run over 30 volumes, if neceſſary, and 
ſele& whatever they contained in point z and thus proceed, 
fill he had made himſelf maſter of the ſubje, generally 
paſſing unconcernedly over the reſt, however attraRive and 
Intereſting. He thus amaſſed and digeſted a valuable 
trenſure of erudition, having proſecuted almoſt all the as 
_ niety of capital ſubjeQs in — whole circle of literature. 
He was indefatigable in labours, both ſecular and ſcien» 
tiſte, for the benefit of the College j there being proof of 
kh one, in his CG a h ee and n 
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and of the ether, in his frequent publle nee 
kinds of Iteruture.“ 

As to hls perſon, he was not tall! yet, being thick "A 
he appeared rather large and bulky, His aſpect wus light, 
placid, ſerene, and contemplative, He was a calm, (ill, 
Warden great man.“ “ > 

On the reſignation of Preſident Clap, Profeſſor Daggett | 
was choſen Preſident, protempore z and he officiated as 
= * till the 1ſt of April, 1777, when he reſigned the 

chair, 

[1779] The General Aſſembly of Connecticut, having 
reſolved, in 1770, to found a Profeſſorſhip of Mathematics 
and Experimental Philoſophy, in Yale College, the Corpo- 
ration, foon after, elected the Reverend Nehemiah Strong 
a Profeſſor for that department, who was inducted to of- 
ſee before the expiration of the year, 

In 1777, the Reverend Dr. Stiles was elected Preſident, 
| and Profeſſor of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory ; any, was indued 
into theſe offices, July 8, 1778. | 
Profeſſor Daggett, after a very ſhort Meſs, died on the 
25th of November, 1180. He was born at Attleborough, 
(Maffachuſetts) in 1727, and educated at Vale College, 
Where he graduated in 1748. In 1751, he was ſettled in 
the miniſtry at Smithtown, on Long-Ifland, whence he 
Was removed, five years after, to the Profeſſorſhip, in which 
he continued 25 years, till his death, He et as 
Preſident, from 1766 to 1947, He was a good claflical 
ſcholar ; well verſed in moral philoſophy ; and a dare 
* ; 

"The Profeſſorſhip of Divinity becoming vacant by the 
death of Profeſſor Daggett, the Reverend Samuel Wales, of 
Milford, was elected to that office in 1781, and was ins 
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In 19884 Dy. Daniel Lathrop, ef Norwich, bequeathed - 
{500 to Vale College, to be re at the n t 
the Corporation, * 


his year a new brlok Hall way crafted, bo on y 
length, und 30 in breadth, | 


The philoſophical apparatus being very ndemplive, 
the Reverend Dr. Lockwood, of Andover, (Connecticut) 
in 1787, contributed L100, towards its completion. A 
ſubſcription was circulated, by which, including the Doc- 
tor's donation, £400 were raiſed for the ſame purpoſe, The 
Preſident, avalling himſelf of the friendſhip of Dr. Price, 
wrote to him for aſſiſtanee in procuring this apparatus, 
The Doctor readily complied with the Preſident's requeſt, 
He purchaſed an apparatus, in London, which'coſt 
L206 6: 3, ſterling 3 and carefully attended to the quality 
of the ſeveral articles of which it was compoſed. ' The ex- 
pence, beyond the remittance for this purchaſe, amounting 
to £6:6: 3, ſterling, was paid by Dr. Price, who, oblig- 
ingly requeſted the College to accept it as . a contribution 
from” him, * teſtifying” his © good will and reſpect..— 
Mr. Benjamin Vaughan generouſly concurred: with Dr. 
Price, in effecting this buſineſs ; and ſaw to the ſhipping: of 
all the articles to America. He i begged the College to do 
him the favour to accept of the inſurance, freight, commiſ- 
| Kon, and ſhipping charges; and added 1% I ſhall at all 
times be happy to ſecond Dr. Price, in his undertakings; s 
und particularly in behalf of your. valuable Inſtitutlon . 
On the 24th of December, 1789, the apparatus arrived 
ſafely, and in excellent order, at New-Haven. By a vote 
of the Corporation, the Preſident expreſſed to Dr. Price 
and Mr, Wann their * moſt ſenſible gratitude for their 


generous. 


* He e at t College, in 1733 1 Nudied Surgery et 
Rt: Thomas's Hoſpital, In 2736 1 marrled a daughter of Oevernor 
Traaleott, in 1744 and died, in 1783, Mtat. 70 1 leaving, belide the 

- above lepiry, gh to public and charitable purpoſes, 


599 SPPFFENDIN 
| theip B attentive and Aa 
on this oceaſion ' | 
In 1790, as a farther eee to the. „audy of * 
Engliſh haaguage at Vale College, Noah Webſter; Eſq. ap- 
propriated a certain proportion of the avails of his Grams 
matiral Inflitute, (afterwards commuted for a definite ſum) 
to be given, as an annual premium, to the author of the 
compolition, which ſhall be judged the beſt by the Preſident, 
Profeſſors, and. Tutors of the College. Members of the 


Junior and Senior claſſes, and all, who have not been out 
of college three years, are permitted to eonteſt for the prize, 


A revolution in this ſeminary was now approaching. 


By the original charter, the truſtees were empoweredd to fill 
up anysyacancy iu their board } but, according to their 
conſtruction of the charter, (in which alſo their ſucceſſors 
agreed) they were limited to the choice of miniſters, None, 
therefore, but miiſters were choſth Into their body. Hence, 
a & very early perlod a jealouſy aroſe againlt the board 
ef Pruſtees a jealouly whith was cherithed by ſome gen- 
temen in the State, and affected the Legiſlature ef the 
Colony; Although the General Aſſembly continued an 
annual grant and, In 174%, gave a generous ald towards 
the gredtion of 6 new College edifice 4 yet Its patronage- 
was not ſu extenfive as the Intereſts of the Inftihutien re- 
— A viſſithfaftion with the adminiſtratlen of the 
8 faul prevalling, n 1 90g, 4 memarlal * 1 
to the laue repreſenting thay the General bly 
wers the Founders of the College, and; as ſhch;had u tight 
ta apptint Viditers to refbrm abuſhs, if any be ſbund 4 und 
praying that the Aiſembly would pals an aft ta autherise 
an appeal from any and every ſintence, given by the Au⸗ 
therity ef the College, te the Geverner and Connell ef this 
Colony for the time being. The eeunſel for the memoris 
whit * alleged what OY judged proper in . | 


„The learned and eminent de Prive dled, March $9, ½% 
Sita, 68. 
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of cho memorial, Preſident Clap, then in the chair made 4 
reſpe&tul reply, acknowledging that the General Adlumbly 
have the ſame authority over the College, and all the par- 
ſons and eſtates belonging to it, as. over all other penſpay 
aud eſtates in the Colony 4 and all chat power which is 
| neceſſary for the benefit of the College, or the general good 
of che community 1 and allowing that a ſpecial reſpect and 
gratitude are due to them as the gree/gf! bene/adtery of. 
this, Seminary, but denying that they ate to be conſidex 
ed 0 Founderr, or Vifftore, in the ſenſe of Common Law. 
Here the controvetly terminated 1 for though many in the 
Colony were dillatisfied that Eeclefiaſtics held the cache 
polleſiion of the powers and dignities attached to the gov- 
erument of the College, yet the queſtion coticetning the 
legality of their tenure was not again formally agitated, _ 
\Whatever Profideat Btiler' opinion was, eoncetalng the 
werits of this queſtion 4 from the time of his entrance late 
_ Elll6s; he uniformly united with the Corporation in enegu⸗ 
raging; the ease of the Alumi, and their oth 
ef the ſtate of the College: 
«At the fellon-6f the General Adfombly {n lar lane 
Oftober, 19913 @ relpeRtable committee having been aps 
polmed from both houſes 6 center with the Preſident 
and Fellows of Yale Gelege, relative to the flute and gifs 
eumſtanses of ſaid College,“ this Committee reported at 
the new ſuſſlen uf the Aſſumbly, May; 1% %. Thele Re 
at ane teflefty Hemeur en the Prefident and Fullewa, 6 
erlilblte, en the part of the Committee, a (plrly of can dun 
and Aberulte7 highly propitions 6 the deligh ne. in $6fs 
templation. It Hates thats en the f lch ef January Jak the 
Committee met the Prefident and Fellows, at NewsHaveny 
n the buſlnefs of their appointment z that they 6pened 
and continued a conference. until the 19th of the falne 
_ months when they adjourned to meat at Hartford, on the. 
day preceding the laſt Tlecklen z and, that during the whole 
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ſed to communicate, without reſerve, every eireumſtanee 
teſþefting the care arid management of the Inſtitution under 
their government. After a commendatory account of the 
improvernent in the diſeiplitiey and literavy exerciſes of 1this 
geminury, the Report adds, that „ the treaſury ia in much 
| better condition than we apfitehended. In quſties to the Cor· 
| ton) we are bound'to obſerve, that thelr nances have 
en Managed with great dexterity; prudeticey and econc- 
my" Aſter exhibiting the Nate of the College funds, the 
Report ulleges that another building la much wanted, to 
necommiotlitte- the Ridents 3 that an addition. to the II. 
Vrary la mach wanted!“ that a farther proviſion ls wanted 
thr tile Profeſforſhip of Mathematics and Natural Philotb- 
Phy 4 and that ann addition gas to be mme the wy 
of the Tutors, irs 1 | SH lags | 
he Aﬀembly treated the Report 6. beevmthe un 
ſotttatlven of an enlightened community. Improſſud with 
the" tapbriance' of the diffuſion of knowledge, efþrotally 
in a hate, which, by 4 ſingularly equable diviſion of prop» = 
erthy-and by its ſettled habits and manners, Is erilnently 
reppbllean, they paſſed a noble Ack, for the prematlen of | 
Ierature [May 31, 1798. This Ach implies ne abel! 
tlowof che former Charter, or Conſiltution, it being enti- 
tied „ An Ad for enlarging the powers and increaſing the 
finds of Vale College,” It grants a very. generous addi: 
tien to the funds of this College, on the eonditions pred 
in the following elauſb of — AQ 1 4 In eafo. this: grant 
ſhall be accepted. In manner as. hyreaſter provided, the 
' Governor, Lieutenant Qovernar, and (lx, ſonlan AMſants = 
In the en —— do the ame ha ner eng | 
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» 6. . Library conlites mM 
7 7 vw books,” thy defleten And 1 refp6a'"'fo 
n books, was conffderebly fupp 15 e 
* contalning ubom 900 volume, belonging to tra private noie- 
tles, to the one or the other of v n e 
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4 ent | 
conſtitute one Corporttion by the ſme name and yle 
mentioned in the tharter of faid College, and ſhall have 
and enjoy the ſume Powers, Privileges, and Authority, in 
as full and ample a manner us though they had been er- 
preſily named and included in ld Charter: And that in 
uſt of Yacuney by death or reflgnaton, or la (uy [other 
way, of the preſent Fellows of fuld College and their tes 
eeffore, every ſack vacancy ſhall be ſupplled by them and 
their fuceeffors by election, In the ſame manner as though 
this Ac had never paiſed : And that the ſuld Owveraan 
Lleutenunt Governor, and ſinter Afﬀitante, oy any four 
of them, together With the profene Fellows of fald College 
nuch their eee bre or any (in of them, ſhall, ut all futuse 
Webrings of ſuſd Corporation, be a quorum: for the wank 
ue Corporation; on the «Bil of June, ut u we 
Tpuvtally enlled 10 confider this AQ Aerie tear 
_ "monfly voted its avveptance 3 and; en the moth of July, 
the Prefident ford te the Beeretary ef the Nate u topy'uf 
"the Vote, written on parchment, and fealed with the bs. 
lege foul, This wanſhtion veteived the general wpprobin 
yon of the Clergy, and of the elilsens of every deferipulek, 
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ſed to communicate, without reſerve, every; ceircunelatpes 
reſpecting the care and management of the Inſtitution under 
their government. - Aſter a commendatory accomnt-of. the 
improvement in the dilcipliticy and literary exerciſes of this 
geminury, the Report adds, that * the treaſury is in @ much 
better condition than we apprehended. In juſties to the Cor - 
tony we are bound to obſerve, that thelr finances have 
en managed wich great dexterity; prudeticey and econo- 
my, Aﬀter exhibiting the ſtate of the Collage Hands, the 
Report alleges that (another building ts much wanted, ob 
necommiiiidte- the Rudente that an addition. to the 1 l. 
Vary le mach wanted j* that a farther proviſion. ls wanted 
tor the Profefforſhip of Mathematics and Natural Philatb- 
phy 4 and that Wee to mn een 
of che Tutors, GEE dhas PTY 
he Aﬀembly wanted te Report a Mw topro - 
feritatives of an enlightened community, Impreſſed win 
tlie importance' of the diffuſion of knowledge eſpecially 
In a State, which, by a ſingularly equable diviſion of prop- 
ertyyJand: by-its ſettled habits and manners, ia ertiinently | 
_ edpublicany they paſſed a'n6ble-AR, for the promation\. of 
Merature. [May 31, 1792. J This Act implies no boli» 
tlon of the former Charter, or Conſtitution, it being enti- 
tlod * An Act for enlarging the powers and inerenſing the 
Finds of Vale College.” It grants a. very generous ad di- 
tion to the funds of this College, an the conditions exprofied 
in the following clauſe of the Ad : 14 In. cafe, this grant 
ſuall be accepted in manner a4. herenſter provided. „che 
Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and ſix. ſenigr Aſſiſtapts 
an * FOE of this: State Ws rim being, ſhall oxy” | 
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| lows of ſaid College, and wall, tegaber Ni this'y 
Preſident and Fellows of ſaid College, apd their ſu 
conſtitute one Corporation by the ſme name and ſtyle 


mentioned in the charter of fuld College, and ſhall have 
and enjoy the ſume Powers, Privileges, and Authority, in 
6s full and ample a manner as though they had been et» 
preſily named and included in ſuld Charter: And that in 
duſd of vacaney by death or reſignaaivi, er in pay. Other 
way, of the preſent Fellows of ſaid College and their lhe = 
eeffore, every ſuch vacancy ſhall be (\pplied by them and 
their fuceoffors by ele leon, In the ſame manner as though 


| this A had never paſſed: And that the ſuld Geveracn 


Lieutenant Gevernon, and ſenler Afitante, or any four 
of them, together With the preſvmt Follows af ſald College 
4nd their Reveſſors) or any ſlu of them, ſhall, ut all ſutuse 
mebringe of ſuld e be K Wan * the wank 
ation of buſlnaſh,” 
1 Pho Corporttibny/'on the adm of Finn "x" EE 
Tpeelally called to conſider this Act of Aﬀlentblyy"tinaii- 
' moufly voted its acceptance; arid, on the goth of July, 
the Preſident ferit to the Secretary of the State's topy'uf 
"the Vote; written on parchment, and foalsd with the Gel- 
lege ſent, This tranſition received thy general approby- 
tion of the Clergy, and of the citizens of e deſeriptioh, 


State, At the  "Cortimice- 
watt, m junction was for ed dannn 


Deans vikotwom 1 ö 
|  board'in ter ate tel N 12 
(79. F The beneficial effe@s of this revolution v 
ſoon, vital. On the augmentation of the — 
eien ſum was applled to the ereclion of another edifice, | 
Which had long been wanted. In April, 1793, the Profi- 
dent, in preſenee of dhe Mayor and Aldermen of the city, 
42 
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— ckis ſtone, when — depoſited, 
be pronounced a ſpeeck adapted to the auſpicious vecar 
Men, in which he gratefully acknowledged the liberality 
and munificence of the General Aſſembly gave an hif- 
torical ſketeh of the riſe and progreſs, of this literary inſti: 
tution ; and religiouſly. commended the edifice, of which 
4his ſtone vas the foundation, with all the intereſts of this 
Univetſity, to the ſmiles and bleſſing of the Moſt. High. 
ei building; which is 104 feet long, and 35 
Feet wide, was completed on the 17th of July, 1794 
Another part of the augmented funds was applied to 
.the Profeſſorſhip of Mathematics and Natural Philoſophy; 
and chat office, which had been vacant ſince the reſigna · 
ition of Profeſſor in 1781, was now ſupplied. Jo- 
. Nah Meigs, Eſquire, deing choſen Profeſſor for that depart- 
ment, was inducted * oe Profeſſorſhip on the 4th of 
An 17944.) 7 K 75 
-- Profidint lo dd, vs #2, BS 46 70 65 
horeeded. by che Reverend Timothy Dwigut, 8. T. D. 
—_ preſided at the ehſuing Commencengents;- 
From the foundation of Vale college to the year 1998» 
Noe received their education at this Seminary, of which 
number wen. 3 ande 8 * Jy * 
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THE . of Yale College has begn pleaſed to 
malle proviſlon for the erechon of a-monument to the 
memory of Preſident Stiles. A new burying ground hav 
ing been opened in New-Haven, the laſt autumn, a certain 

Part af which was preſented to Yale College by che pro- 
5 the friends of the Preſident were defirops that 
& his aſhes ſhould: be depoſited. in the firſt and moſt Bon- 
place in it. With che concurrencs of the family, 
» body was accordingly removed, in that decent: and 
depend manner, which was due 24 character, ? nas 


gd beloyed and reſpeRied.”*. 


2 Letter from the Honourable James wbb. Senster in Cons 
; to whom the Preſident's bereaved: ehildeen feel under cm 

2 obligation for his unremitted; and difintereſted attentions t ta 
them, in their. A their + — 
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Prraantr seller vitth and erwzeadon, puge 9 
und 379—Enters College, 11 Tutorſhip, 18==Beefflciiiy 
, . 2 a7 ) 
1 69-07 of authors, 4 ation, 63.—Nar. 


89 — Opens foreign eotreſpondeneles, r* 
on Ourlſtlan Vnlon, 88— Created Docer of Di 
Vinlry, 109 Learn the Hebrew and Orlentul lunga gen, 
126. Portralt taken, 1 51—Acquaintarice with R. Carigeh 
16d. —Death of Met. Stiles, 198—Rymoyes 16 Dighton, 
199 To Portfitiouth, 21 1—Elefed 'Prifidgnt, 516 — Af. 
deptance ef the appointment, 346—»Patoral character, 
Sg7-—Removal to New-Haver, 450. -Ingurſlon of ritiſh 
troops at New. Haven, a61——EleQtion Sermon, 28a HY 
tory of Judges, 322 —8lekneſt and death, 34348 
General character, g49--358— Hiſtory of Yale 
Sentiments on liberty, 96, 162, 166, 167, 178, 184, 185, 
210, 212—On Charles I. 143—0n deiſm, 99-85—O0n. 
| beſt method of defending Revelation, 120—On the preſi- 
dency, 115—On the Dighton inſcription, Lifmery, 
claſſic authors, 144—On the Suragrons, 202=On » 140 
= Dark day, 26 74 enections, x 34. 165, 1 201. 
| ey, 33F* 320, _ 269, 291, 294, zor, 2 


412, 134, 158 
Mi - 4 's » 315, 525. Memoirs of Dy Aliſon, 
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